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PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF THE SAINTS.

An Address by President Heber C. Kimball, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake
City, September 19, 1852.

Brethren and Sisters—I never saw
the day in which I felt more thankful
than I do at the present time, that
the God whom I serve has given me
the Spirit of truth. I have no desire
in my heart'to manifest anything, by
my words er by my acts, only the
truth.

There 1s not anything that has been
revealed to me, since I came into this
Church, but what I most assuredly
“know to be true. “ Mormonism " is
true, and we who have enlisted in this
Church have enlisted in a good cause;
and by continually obeying the truth
to the end of our lives, it will lead us
into the Celestial world; and I know

that there 1s no other way to get
there, only by the principle of obedi-
ence, and bringing our hearts to bear
upon the truth, and to gauging our
lives by it. I reflect many times upon
these things, and am thankful that I
know and possess the truth in a de-
gree, still am aware that there are
thousands of things before us which 1
have not yet attained to. The only
way for us to be useful to one another
18 to take a course to build upon the
¥rincipleaa of truth, and never to suf-
fer ourselves to cultivate any but the
principles of right. :

I am satisfied that a man’s con-
duct has a great influence; it has
an Influence with the Saints and
with the world. The world is in pos-
session of the truth and of the Spirit
of the Lord in some degree; as you
have heard brother Brigham say a
great many times, there is not an
honest man or woman, who has heard

the Gospel, but who has in a greater
or less degree bgen influenced by
that Spirit to believe it to be the
truth—that Joseph Smith was a Pro-
phet, an Apostle, a man sent of God
to preach the Gospel. He was,
whether they believe it or not. We
live in a day and age of the world
which we have talked about a thou-
sand times, but do we fully realize

| it? We live in a day that the Apos-
'tles in the days of Jesus, and the

Patriarchs, and thousands of holy men
actually saw—they beheld the day
we now live in, and anxiously desired
to enjoy it in the flesh, but they died
without that privilege. Are we not
privileged with that day? Do we not
live in the days of the Prophets and
Apostles, in the days of Patriarchs
and holy men? We do. 1 realize
it, I reflect upon it, and desire that
the people should reflect upon it, and
diligently seek after the Spirit of
truth—seek after the Holy Ghost,
which is the Spirit of revelation, and
it will reveal past things to you and
show you things to come. Many
times you reflect upon things, but are
not certain whether they are correct
or not, and by and by they will be re-
vealed from this stand, the very things
you had vin your mind for years, and
that the Spirit of God had shown to
you, but you did not know how to
organize and classify them, and jud
of their truth. President Brigha
Young is aProphet, and can presen
doctrines to you, classify them, and
set them in order ; that is his office ;
and the Apostle has his office, which




PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF THE SAINTS.
is to preach the Gospel in all the

world, and organize the Church, and
set it in order, to take the elements
and combine them together.

Inasmuch as we are the Elders of
Israel, the saviors of men, we should
take a course to set an example that
is worthy of imitation in our daily
walk, conversation, and business trans-
actions. While we were hearing from
this stand last Sabbath concerning
the course which some men took In
keeping groceries, &c., I thought all
men are not alike—have not all got
strong minds, that it is the duty of
every person never to introduce into
or permit a thing to enter your houses
that would have a tendency to allure
the mind and lead it astray, but set a
good example and do as you would
wish to be dealt by ?

A man who starts a drinking shop
in the midst of this people, 1s intro-
ducing that which has a tendency to
lead away men who are habituated
to strong drinks from their youth up,
and have so craving an appetite for
them that they cannot let them alone
if they are where they can be got.

Another thing, it does not suit my
mind to believe that man to be a good
man who would present anything to
his neighbor that is calculated in its
nature to be injurious. As we are the
people of God, as *“ Mormonism ” is
true, and as we have enlisted under
the banner of Christ the King, the
Savior of the world, and as he taught
the laws of his Father, we should do
his will and keep his commandments
as he kept the commandments of his
‘Father, and never allow ourselves to
do wrong, or act in any/manner that
would lead any one astray.

But where a man does permit him-
self to do those things, 1 have no
doubt that in process of time it will
work together for good to those who
love God and keep His command-
‘ments. We can see who is righteous,
who is false, and who is true. Let us
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keep the commandments of God, and
when we meet together, as we have
this afternoon, and every afternoon,
to partake of the Sacrament, let us
pray that we may be strengthened in
our bodies and spirits, that we may be
filled with the same spirit, power,
truth, and righteousness that dwelt in
the bosom of Jesus, that we may
cleave to the vine and partake of the
same nourishment with it.

Let us all take a course to do right,
and, if we all do right, there is no per-
son here that will do wrong. 1 am
aware that there will have to be a sift-
ing, but would there be any necessity
for it if the elements were pure? No.
You can obtain pure sand here upon
the public works, and with that youw
can make good tempered mortar, for
the better it is tempered the better
wall you can put up for your habita-
tion. Temper the mortar and let the
sand be clear of stone, roots, and
every imperfect thing.

If this were the case the masons
would have no use for the coarse
screen to throw the sand against, nor
for a fine sieve to separate the finer
particles. It is just so with us. The
Lord will keep sifting, and will prepare
a riddle and sieve, that is, the devil will
riddle you, and after that he will sift
you. Did not the Savior tell one of
his disciples that the devil desired to
sift him as wheat is sifted ? We have
come together here, #he wheat is
gathered in from the four quarters
ready for the thrashing and sifting.
The world is called the field, and the
reapers are going forth to reap and
bind up the wheat, or children of the
kingdom, into churches, and then
draw them together from the four
quarters of the earth. For what
purpose ? In order that the wheat
may be thrashed, and after it is
thrashed it must go through the fan-
ning mill, and many of the kernels

are blown out with the chaff. - The
heavier wheat drops down in the place
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mill it has to go through the smut

machine before it is ground, and after

zi]t;)m ground it has to go through a
1t.

At the far end of the bolt there are
fans, into which the flour enters, then
it keeps growing coarser and coarser,
and then goes out the bran at the
hind end. In this country we have
got a thrashing machine that is fitted
with three places; one for the chaff,
another for the smut, and other foul
articles, and a third to retain the
wheat ; hence they can go off south, in
this way or that way, and some go
after gold, and some after a better
climate, for they do not like this
climate, as they say the winters eat
up the summers.

I am more than willing that all
such should go, for if they all the
time want to go there, let them go.
‘We have got to be brought back into
the presence of our Father in heaven,
from whence we have fallen; and if
we calculate on this we must pass
through trials, suffering, and sifting.
If you get thrashed, do not murmur.
Brethren, let us take the right course,
listen to the counsels we are blessed
with and that we know to be right.

If you will mot take the course the
Lord has marked out, you might as
well back out and go down to the re-
gions of despair, to the gold regions,
or where you please, but do not trou-
ble us, we are bound to be Saints.
‘We know that this work is true, and
if you don’t know how to take a course
that will bind you to it, plead with
and ask God until you do get know-
ledge for yourselves, until you can
bear the same testimony as we do.
‘When you can do that, you will have
favor with God, He will prosper you
here and multiply His blessings upon
us, until we are redeemed and pre-
pared to enter into His glory, and sit

own with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Moses, and Joseph.
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d to receive it, and at the,

You know the revelation says tha.t
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Entered
into their glory and exaltation, and
they have done this: you can sit
down with them by taking the same
course that they did. Let us cheer
up, let us be comforted. We are
comforted, we are blessed, and you
feel just as good a spirit here as ever
you felt in any place.

You who have lately come in, if you
are not very careful, will get to mur-
muring and finding fault with us, and
to think that we are not religious
enough. I admit that I am not quite-
s0 sanctimonious as they are in Lon-
don, but I believe that we have get
something they have not, we enjoy
something they do not. The feelings
I enjoy, yield me pleasures that far
exceed those derived from the mere
luxuries of the world, and that is, to
have dwelling in me the power of
the Holy Ghost, to be honest, and as
pure as & babe, as a lamb, or as an
angel.

If you enjoy that condition, breth-
ren and sisters, never be troubled
about anything, about food, raiment,
houses, lands, the devil, or any wicked
person, and we will gain the victory,
and become Kings and Priests to our
(God and to His Christ. If every in-
dividual will overcome for himself, he
will be crowned. This Church and
Kingdom will never fall, therefore let
me hear about pure Saints and a pure
plan of salvation. Letus observe the
order of God, and every one be hum-
ble to that order and His authorities
that preside over us. Let these Saints
in the valleys of the mountains be
subject to their officers, the people to
their Bishops, and the Bishops to
their rulers, and in this way we will
move on with mighty power. As for
the devil and the world, with its com-
bined powers, if they are all arraigned
against us, we have power with God
to overcome them all.

In the days of Israel, we read that
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-one chased a thousand and two put
ten thousand to flight. The Lord
would sezﬁn an influence, perhaps a
spirit rapping would get into their
midst, and they would go to work and
slay one another. Cannot the Lord
do the same now ? Cannot He turn
over mountains, if we were followed
up by enemies, and heap them upon
them just as easy as I can turn over
an apple? You need not borrow
trouble about brother Brigham—he
does right all the time. God is with
him, angels are with him and round
about him night and day. The wis-
dom of God is given to him, and it
will supersede the wisdom of the
world ; I know this as well as I know
that you are here this day.
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The ungodly killed Joseph and Hy-
rum, but in so doing they furthered
the work of God more than tenfold.
Joseph laid the foundation, and left
us to build the building, and when we
are gone we will leave others, for it
must be done. Do not be troubled,
but do what you have been told to-
day, and never take a course to tram-
mel the First Presidency in their o
rations, but take off their shackles
and burdens and carry them your-
selves, for you have just as much
physical strength as they have. There
18 scarcely a weakly man or woman
here ; then carry your own burdens.
God bless you for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF WISDOM.

An- Addvess by Elder Ezra T. Benson, Delivered in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City,
April 8, 1855.

I feel to rejoice this morning in the
remarks that I have heard, and I feel
to bear testimony to the same, and
also to all the instructions given
during this Conference.

I feel that it is good to be here,
and I can say that I have tried to
appreciate the blessings we enjoy in
common with my brethren. It is in-
deed a privilege to rise before an as-
sembly of Saints in the Valleys of the
Mountains, before those that are now
so comfortably and favorably located
in this place; and while brother George
A. Smith was speaking upon the
“Word of Wisdom,” there was a

a proclamation issned by the Presi-
dent of the Church of Jesus Christ,
for the Elders of Israel to collect those
together who had kept the command-
ments of God, for there was a work
that the Lord had for them to per-
form. The people came together very
slowly and reluctantly; once in a
while a few would come along, but a
leader off was wanted, and perhaps
an Elder would be seen coming up, but.
it seemed to be slow work collecting
the people together. After a while
there was another proclamation issued
for the people to come together in
masses, those that were true, and that

dream occurred to my mind that I [Swere known to be trying to keep the

heard related by one of the brethren

a short time ago. He said there was

commandments of God, and they then
came up by thousands, by tens of



