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EXHORTATION TO FAITHFULNESS.

An Address by President Heber C. Kimball,

Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake

City, April 18, 1852,

1 have heard hundreds and perhaps
thousands of people make the observa-
tion, that, before they would take the
interest and bear what brother Young
and others do, they would see the peo-
ple go to the devil. We never have felt
80, and I should not wish those who
have had such feelings to rule me.
I am satisfied of one thing, we have all
got to learn to be mild and forbearing,
and to do unto others as we would
wish others to do unto us. Thatis a
lesson we all have to learn, and the
quicker we bring our minds to it the
better it will be for us. If you look
to the First Presidency to lead you,
assisted by the Twelve and other
leading members of this Church, you
of course consider them to be good
men, and we in turn consider that
you ought to be good men.

I think you ought to be good men
and good women, good children, good
fathers and mothers, and good breth-
ren and sisters. Why? DBecause
you know what is right and what is
wrong. There is not a little child
before me here to-day, that has arrived
to years of accountability, but knows
what is right to a certain degree.
Then why do you not all act upon the
knowledge that you have, and bring
your feelings and your passions into
subjection, and be like the clay in
the hands of the potter > When you
do right you feel well, you feel satis-
fied, and as though you had a
conscience void of offence before
God and man, and before one ano-
ther.

The instructions given to day by

President Young were good and.
wholesome ; did they not sound deli-
cious upon your ears? Yes, you will
all say, we know they were good.
Well, then, if you know it is good,.
cleave to it, listen to it, and abide
that counsel, for if you do you will
prosper and be blessed, and, as he
said, you never will be destroyed, and
I know it.

Jesus says, “ If you are not one, you.
are not mine.” We must learn to be
one, listen to one counsel, and subject
ourselves to the will of our God. Some
men, in their course, remind me of &.
man's trying to reach the top of a
ladder, without being satisfied to com-
mence at the first round, whereas, if
they would commence at the first
round, and go step by step, they would.
soon arrive at the upper rounds. °

Again, we are like to a chain, or
should be, one link being connected
to the other. Then what is the use of
any one’s trying to leave his position ?
for by so doing he would break the
connection. Act in your places and:
in your callings, and by so doing tha.
Lord will lead you through into the.
celestial world, by the assistance of
His servants, for as to the Lord our
God’s coming here in person and lead-
ing us into the celestial world, He
never will do it, but He will authorize
His servants to do it.

‘When Jesus lived on the earth, he
ordained and organized & Quorum of
Twelve Apostles, and said to them,
“ I have laid the foundation, and you
must build the house.” Joseph Smith

 did the same; he made choice of
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Twelve Apostles, and ordained them,
and said, “ I have laid the fnundaﬁun
and you may build upon it, you may
‘rear the house;” and these very per-
sons are the ones who will lead you
through into the celestial world, and
they will be at your head all the time.
Xt will be a very good thing if you
take care of these men and nourish
and cherish them, that when you get
into difficulty, into snarly hard knots
that you do not know how to untie,
they may be on hand to render you
assistance. Supposing you were the
leaders of this people, and they get
into a tangle and snarl, like a skein
of thread, I tell you there would be
enapping, which would only tend to
render the difficulty still worse. Re-
#flect upon these things for & moment,
and listen to them upon natural prin-
ciples, for I am only speaking of
things as they naturally exist. We
are not sufficiently patient ; I am not
so patient as I msh tobe. Iwishl
was so patient that when a person
abused me I could pass away from
him, and never notice him; but some-
times I turn round and fight a little ;

when they shoot, I shoot tou

I again say to you, listen to the
counsel that is given to you, from
time to time, and be faithful to those
men who PI'EEIdE over you—to the
President of this Stake and his Coun-
cil, to brother Hunter as the Pre-
mdmg Bishop, (to whom all the Bish-
ops are amenable for their conduct),
and to all other officers in their places.

Let us all observe ubedianca to our
public officers, be subject to them and
listen to them ; and all do the best
they can; and when we are absent,
I know just how you will do, you will
do exactly as I used to when my fa-
ther went away. He would say;
“ My son Heber, I want you to go
to hoeing corn, and to stick to it
until I come back.” I would put my
best foot foremost, and if any of my
play-fellows came round me, I would
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say, ‘‘Come, boys, let us make a good
job of this corn, that when my father
comes home he ma may rejoice in the
good conduct of his son Heber.” It
will be the same with the boys at the
public works, they will say, * Boys,
let us do the best we can while they
m gonﬂ ¥

Now, brethren, do not be eye ser
vants, do not bemeral Chrmtmnsmd
Saints while you are here, but be.
Saints when you are at home, in
your. secret closets, and in your fa-
mily, &e. When you labor, be Saints,
and work while it is called to day;
you cannot do any too much.

Be faithful in your families, and in
your prayer circles; be faithful to
your wives and to your children ; and L
say to the wives, be faithful to your hus-
bands and children ; and in so doing
I know God will bless us to an extent
that we have never yet experienced.
Let us do right when we are behind
the house, in front of it, or in the
inside ; when we are down in the cel-
lar, up stairs, in the meadow, or in
the field ; and whatever we do, let us
do it in the name of the Lord our
God. When we sow our wheat, our
beans, peas, and potatoes, let us bow
down and ask God to bless the seed
and the earth, and warm it, that it
may bring forth in abundance, that
we may reap the best crops we ever
reaped in our lives. Often, when a
little child calls upon God to change
the mind of its father or mother, the
prayer will be heard. I recollect the
circumstance of a little boy's being
left in the house while hm mother
went on a visit; the boy used to get
hold of a valuable pieca of crockery,
so she warned him not to touch it in.
her absence, telling him if he did
would certainly break it, and she should
whip him. He took it, and sure
enough it slipped out of his hands and
broke. The little fellow prayed to
his Father in heaven, in the name of
Jesus, that his mother might not feel
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disposed to whip him:. When she
came home she had not power to
ish him.  Have you not as much
th and confidence in God as that
little boy? It was the same with
Daniel in the den of lions. The de-
cree of the king was that he should
be thrown into the lions’ den. Daniel
called upon his Father continually to
take the ferocious feeling from the
lions, that they might not have power
to harm him, and it was accomplished
according to his cry. |

I could relate scores of circumstan-
ces, while I was on missions, of men
swearing that if I went to their houses
they would blow my brains out, or do
me some violent bodily injury. I
would go, but instead of putting their
threats into execution, nothing would
be too good for me, and they would
say, *“ Come back, Mr. Kimball, for I
never had such a good time in my
life.” 1 held them by my faith, and
that is the way in which the devil will
be bound; but as long as a person
will give him a privilege of coming
into his tabernacle, he will remain,
for his ohject is to get a body. It
would not be proper for me to come
to your house, when you have invited
a guest to sit with you, and go to cast-
ing him out, and I should have no
power to do it.

We are growing pretty fast, in-
creasing in faith, multiplying and
progressing, and we must continue to
improve while we live in this exist-
ence ; and when we leave this state,
what we do not gain here we have got
to gain in another. If you do not
overcome your passions here, you have
got to do 1t there. You are not going
to step right into the presence of God
when you leave this state of mortality;
you have got to make many covenants
and fulfil them to the very letter.

‘What kind of people ought we to
be? We should be Saints of God,
and not sinners. We are about to
start for the south, and several are
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going with us, but nome but those

who are of one heart and one mind.

This work 1s never to go down, it
has commenced and it will never come
to an end until it has fulfilled the will
of its Author; you need not be trou-
bled about that.

Now, brethren, be humble, be pa-
tient, be industrious, and when we
come back, we want to hear the spin-
ning wheel in every house. We do
not expect the men to do this buz-
zing, we expect the sisters to do it.
I am going to set my folks to work at
spinning up the wool, to working up
the old rags, and to making a little
yarn for carpeting. I would sooner
walk on a rag carpet made by my own
family, than upon an imported Brus-
sels carpet made in one of the best
manufactories in the world.

Let us be industrious and economi-
cal, that the blessings of God and of
all good persons may rest upon us,
and we will multiply and replenish
the earth, and our crops and herds
will multiply more than they ever
have. Listen to the counsel given to
you, and the devil will have no busi-
ness with you. The devil ean hurt
no man, only when he gives way to
his influence. When he ofiered Je-
sus the whole world if he would bow
down to him, he had no power over
him ; says he, “Iam the Son of God,
mind your own business.” Then he
took him upon the Temple, and said,
“If thou be the Son of God, cast thy-
self down.” But he told him to get
out of his way. 'The devil had no
power over him, any more than he can
have power over you, if you resist his
power. When the devil has power
over persons, it is because they have
done something wrong, which gives
him power and influence over them.
You have heard tell of people having
the blues ; it is not good for men to be
blue, nor for women either, but it is
for them to have confidence in God -
by doing right.
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PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

God bless you, and
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be with | season, and pray that consolation may

you, and I bid you good bye for al be with you. Amen.

PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

An Address by Elder George A. Smith, Delivered in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake

City, Aug.

It used to be, in the days of the
Prophet Joseph, a kind of common
adage that “ gfnrmnnism " flourished
best out of doors, and although we
struggled hard at the time that the
brethren undertook 'in Missouri to
build a hewed log house that would
cost about $1200, yet that tried the
faith of \many, and was more than we
accomplished before the Saints were
driven from Jackson County, and we

failed to erect a building big enough'

to hold the ,Saints previous to the
death of the Prophet. At the time of
his death we were still trying to build
a Temple, but all our exertions only
resulted in our having to go out of
doors for room enough.

We on the present occasion have
the pleasure of sitting out of doors,
and of- listening to the counsel and
instruction of the servants of God
without being crowded, from the fact
that we have Father's big kitchen to
meet in, and in this capacious Bowery
we can epjoy a great deal of comfort,
instead of ‘being jammed ‘into our
large Tabernacle, thosé of us who
could get in, and the balance being
obliged to go home.

It is by the request of my brethren
that T arise on the present occasion
to offer a few reflections for your con-
sideration. When 1 was first called

n by the Prophet to go and preach
EGbspel,- I received a little good
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advice, which I bhave endeavored to
profit by ever since, and that too, to
the best of my ability. |

In the morning, as I was about to

start on my first mission to preach the

Gospel, I waited upon brother Jo-
seph, and asked if he had any advice
to give me. *“ Yes,” said he, * George
A., preach short sermons, make short
prayers, deliver your sermons with a
prayerful heart, and you will be bles-
sed, and the truth will prosper in
your hands.” I was a boy of seven-
teen at the time, and I called this my
college education; I however took a
second degree, calling wupon father
Joseph Smith, who was the Patriarch
of the Church, and as I was about
starting, he said, *“ One word of advice
George A., whatever you do, be care
ful to go in at the little end of the
horn, then, if you increase, though it
be but a* very little, you are sure t¢
come out at the big end ; but if you go
in at the big end, you are certain to
come out at the small end.”

Ever since that time I have applied
it, and thought often of the old gen-
tleman’s counsel, and I have found it
to be very correct.

At that time Elder Sidney Rigdon,
our great preacher, (the perfect comb-
er of all the sects,) a man that could
bring to bear all the big, jaw-crncking
words of the Knglish language, an
who could fill up the interstices with



