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NECESSITY OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD BEING PURE IN HEART AND
IN DEED —DEPENDENCE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT — CELESTIAL EX-

ALTATIONS, ETC.

Remarks by President Bricuam Youne af a Special Conference held in the Tabernacle,
Great Salt Lake City, August 28, 1852,

L]

REPFORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I want to say a few words to the
congregation before we dismiss, for
we shall be under the necessity of
separating soon, and probably we shall
hold another meeting this evening.

I have heard the exhortations of
the brethren who have spoken to-day
with joy ? They seem to be in good
spirit; and certainly—yea, most as-
suredly, there is the most novelty in
“ Mormonism” that there is in any-
thing upon the face of the earth. It
18 musical ; it pleases both the eve

and the ear, and I may say every |

sense of the man.

When I heard the brethren ex-
horting those who are going out on
missions, | wished them to impress
one thing upon the minds of these
Elders, for it is necessary that it
should be uppermost there, which
may be the means of preserving them
from receiving stains on their cha-
racters, from which very probably they
may never recover. If we get a

blight upon our characters before the |

Lord, or in other words, lose ground
and backslide by transgression, or in
any other way, so that we are not up
even with the brethren as we are now,
we never can come up with them
again. But this principle must be
carried out by the Klders wherever
they go, whatever they do, or wherever
they are. One thing must be observed
and be before them all the time in their
meditations and in their practice, and
No. 18.]

that is, clean hands and pure ‘hearts
before God, angels, and men.

If the Elders cannot go with clean
hands and pure hearts, they had better
stay here and wash a little longer.

Do not go thinking, when you arrive at .

the Missouri river, at the Mississippi,
at the Ohio, or at the Atlantic, that
then you will purify yourselves; but
start from here with clean hands and
pure hearts, and be pure from the
crown of the head to the soles of your
feet; then live so every hour. Go in
that manner, and in that manner
labour, and return again as clean as a
piece of pure white paper. This is

' the way to go; and if you do not do

that, your hearts will ache. How can
you do it? Is there a way? Yes.
Do the Ilders understand that way ?
They do. You cannot keep your own
hands clean and your hearts pure
without the help of the Lord; neither
will he keep you pure without your
own help.

Will you be liable to fall into temp-
tation and be overtaken by sin ? Yes,
unless you live so as to have the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ continually, not
only to live in it to day or while you
are preaching, in a prayer meeting, or
in & Conference ; and when you are
out of these meetings, when you are
guarded more particularly by the
Spirit, say that you can get along
without the Holy Ghost. You must
have it all the time—on Sunday,
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Monday, Tuesday, and every day
through the week, and from year to
year, from thre time you leave home
auntil you return; so that when you
come baek;  you may not be afraid if
the Lord Almighty should come into
the midst of the Saints and reveal all
the acts and doings and designs of
your hearts in your missions ; but be
found clean like a piece of white
paper. That is the way for the Flders
to live in their ministry at home and
abroad.

There are a great many things that
could be said here, which would add
to the comfort and consolation of us
all,—a great many principles that
could be taught to the Flders, which
they must learn when they go abroad.
+ I will notice one thing with regard to
learning. You will hear a great many
Elders say, If I could go to preaching,
I could become & man like many
and others: I should receive knowledge
understanding ; I should be noted—
become a great man and a wise man.
Many have such feclings, that they
are greater who are in the world
preaching the Gospel than those who
remain here. 1t is a grand mistake ;
for if those who have lived with us all
the time have not a knowledge of true
principles—do not understand the root
and foundation of the superstructure—
are not filled with knowledge and un-
derstanding here, they need not'appeal
to the Gentile world for it. If they
have not the foundation within them-
selves of talent and tact, they need
not go abroad for the Spirit of the
Lord to instruct them in things they
cannot be insiructed in here at home,
and to obtain improvement where
improvement cannot be made.

. We may live here year after year,

and store up knowledge all the time,
and yet not have an opportunity of
exhibiting it to others ; but if T have
knowledge by the Spirit of the Lord, I
gain it at the fountain ; and if not quite
at the fountain head, the nigher I am
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to that place the more I get. Though
I bhave not the privilege of exhibiting
1t to the people, it is on hand whenever
the time comes it should be used. It
is & vain idea to suppose that we can
send Elders into the world who have
not got good common sense, to make
men of them. If they have good sense
here, they will have it yonder ; if they
have good sense yonder, they will
have good common sense here. Whe-
ther they are there or here does not
alter the foundation that is in them.
[f the Elders have natural ability and
have obtained great wisdom or learning,
to go abroad gives them an oppor-
tunity to improve upon what they
have.

I want to refer to the last speech
made here. Brother Phelps feels
very joyful, as the rest of us do.
When we hear the glad tidings of sal-
vation among the mations, it gives a
spring to our feelings and fills us
with unspeakable joy. |

Perhaps in the case before us, as in
others, we might say that men become
children. We are children in the first
place, then become men; and in the
second place men become children in
their understanding. As to the cor-
rectness of the exalted views that
brother Phelps has of myself, I leave
it to the congregation to decide for
themselves ; but to place me on a par
with the personages he has named,
who have overcome and entered into
the presence of God, or even to com-
pare me with Joseph Smith, our mar-
tyred Prophet, is too much; though
I expect, if I am faithful, I shall be as
great as they are now, and so can
every other faithful man. Butam I
now to be compared with these exalted
characters ? Not at all,—not even
with Joseph; and he is at present
inferior to others brother Phelps has
named. But I expect, if I am faithful
with yourselves, that I shall see the
time with yourselves that we shall

know how to prepare to organize an
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earth like this—know how to people,
that earth, how to redeem it, how to
sanctify it, and how to glorify it, with
those who live upon it who hearken
to our counsels.

The Father and the Son have at-
tained to this point already ; I am on
the way, and so are you, and every
faithful servant of God.

One of the greatest queries on the
minds of the Saints is to understand
the nature, the principle of the foun-
dation of our existence. To say
nothing about what has been, if you
will follow out that which is before
you, you can learn all about it. I have
a notion to tell you, though I have
not time to say much about it now.
I will, however, just tell to you the
simple story relating to the exaltation
of man in the celestial kingdom of
God. We will take Joseph for in-
stance : he is faithful to his calling—
has filled his mission to this earth, and
sealed his testimony with his blood ;
he has done the work his Father
gave him to do, and will soon come to
the resurrection. His spirit is waiting
for the resurrection of the body, which
will soon be. But has he the power to
resurrect that body? He has not.
Who has this power? Those that
have already passed through the resur-
rection—who have been resurrected in
their time and season by some person
else, and have been appointed to that
authority just as you Elders have with
regard to your authority to oaptise.

You have not the power to baptise
yourselves, neither have you power to
resurrect yourselves; and you could
not legally baptise a second person for
the remission of sins until some per-
son first baptised you and ordaimed
you to this authority. So with those
that hold the keys of the resurrection
to resurrect the Saints. Joseph will
come up in his turn, receive his body
again, and continue his mission in the
eternal worlds until he carries it out

to perfection, with all the rest of the
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faithful, to be made perfect with those
who have lived before, and those who
shall live after ; and when the work is
finished, and it is offered to the
Father, then they will be crowned
and receive keys and powers by which
they will be capable of organizing
worlds. What will they organize first?
Were I to tell you, I should certainly
spoil all the baby resurrection that
Elder Hyde and others ever preached,
as sure as the world.

After men have got their exaltations
and their crowns—have become Gods,
even the sons of God—are made Kings
of kings and Lords of lords, they
have the power then of propagating
their species in spirit; and that is the
first of their operations with regard to
organizing a world. Power is then
given to them to organize the ele-
ments, and then commence the orga-
nization of tabernacles. How can
they do it? Have they to go to that
earth? Yes, an Adam will have to
go there, and he cannot do without
Eve; he must have Eve tocommenee
the work of geueration, and they will
go into the garden, and continue to
eat and drink of the fruits of the cor-
poreal world, until this grosser matter
18 diffused sufficiently through their
celestial bodies to enable them, ac-
eording to the established laws, to
produce mortal tabernacles for their
spiritual children.

This is a key for you. The faithful
will become Gods, even the sous of
God ; but this does not overthrow the
idea that we have a father. Adam is
my father; (this I will explain to you
at some future time ;) but it does not
prove that he is not my father, if I
become a God : it does not prove that
I have not a father. '

I am on the way to become one of
those characters, and am nobody in
the world but Brigham Young. 1
never have professed to be brother
Joseph, but brother Brigham, trying
to do good to this people. I am no
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better, nor any more important than
another man who is trying to do good.
If Iam, I don’t know it. If I improve
upon what the Lord has given me,
and continue to improve, I shall be-

come like those who have gone before
me; I shall be exalted in the celestial
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kingdom, and be filled to overflowing

DISCOURSES,

if I die, all right ; if I live, all right ;
for we are the Lord's, and we shall
soon meet again.

I wish to say to you that are left
here, whose husbands and fathers are
going away for a season—Don’t cling
to them one particle, but let them
go as cheerfully as you would give &

o i

with all the power I can wield; and | weary traveller a cup of cold water.
all the keys of knowledge I can ma- | If you live, it is all right; and if you
nage will be committed wunto me.  fall asleep before they return, it is all

What do we want more ?
just like every other man-—have all
that I can, in my capacity, compre-
hend and manage.

I am on my way to this great exal- |

tation. I expect to attain unto 1it.
I am in the hands of the Lord, and
never trouble myself about my sal-
vation, or what the Lord will do with
me hereafter. It is for me to do the

will of God to-day, and, when to-mor- |

row comes, to inquire what is his will
concerning me; then do the will of
my Father in the work he has ap-
pointed me to do, and that i1s enough
forme. I am serving a God who will
give me all I merit, when I come to
receive my reward. This is what I have
always thought; and if I still thiuk so,
it 18 enough for me.

I say to the brethren who are leav-
ing home—When you go from home,
leave everything you have got here:
don't take anything with you but the
Lord and yourselves.

You will want horses to bear you
over the Plains; but don't carry your
wives or your children in your Learts
or in your affections with you one
rod. Dedicate them to the Lord God
of Israel, and leave them at home;
and when you are in England, or
among othser nations, no matter where,
when you pray for your families, pray
for them as being in the Great Salt
Lake Valley, and do not bring them
close to you, as though they were in
your carpet-bag. Pray for them where
they are. You must feel—If they
live, all right; if they die, all righl;

I shall be

right. Don't send your hearts after
them one step, nor suffer your spirits
to cling to them one moment. Then
you wives in very deed will be blessed,
and be helpmeets to your husbands.

But if a wife ehould yet cling round
a husband’s neck and say, Oh, how
I love you, dear husband ! and keep
him in her embraces, that woman is
a dead weight to that man, and not
a help to him. Women should be
loyal to the cause of God, and help to
build up his kingdom by their hus-
bands, in assisting them to fulfil their
missions ; and if they do not do it,
they are not helpmeets to their hus-
bands. I know there are a great
many here who have had an expe-
rience in these things. It is mno
matter if they are on the other side
of the globe, apart, let them long for
each other, and there will be a thread
of communication between them ; the
man cannot be useful in his labours
while she is all the time weeping and
mourning every day of her life. Let
a man sufler his mind to be drawn
ouf all the time after his family, and
he will become ingctive in the work
of the Lord.

When you leave, understand i,
you have neither wife nor children:
you have handed them all over to the
Lord Jesus Christ. . ILet the brethren
go and say, I will keep my eye=
straight before me on the object of
my mission, and not Jook behind me
to my famﬂy ; but I will accomplish
my mission ; and when 1 have done,
it is all rlght I am willing to go
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home, if the Lord wishes me to
do so.

The time is far spent, and it is
necessary for our meeting to be
brought to a close. May the Lord
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bless you; and I say he does bless
us. We are greatly blessed above all
people upon the face of this earth.
Let us be faithful to God and the
covenant we have made. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT—THE SABBATH—SECTARIAN OPPOSITION TO THE
DOCTRINES AND ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL, ETC. .

Remarks by President BriouaM Youna, at a Special Conference held in the Tabernacle,
. Great Salt Lake City, August 29, 1852,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

While the sacrament is passing, I

will take the liberty of making a few

remarks.

Some truth has been referred to
here, from the stand, with regard to
the congregation. 'These, my bre-
thren and sisters, are in the habit of
being here one part of the Sabbath,
to hear and understand for themselves.
I should be happy to see this house
as full every Sabbath in the after
part of the day as it is this afternoon.
It is a requirement of the Lord, which
is both reasonable and pleasing to all
those who are diligently doing his
will. We have a comfortable house
to meet in, where we can preach, sing,
pray, exhort, and exercise ourselves in
our several capacities, according to our
calling, in the worship of God.

This is a great blessing. If we can
realize it, it is one of the greatest
blessings we can enjoy, to manifest to
our Father in heaven—to witness to
him that we do always remember the
death and sufferings of his Son Jesus
Christ, whom he sent into the world
to redeem the world—to shed his own
blood for our sins. If we could
realize it, it is one of the greatest

blessings we could enjoy, to come
before the Lord, and before the angels,
and before each other, to witness
that we remember that the Lord
Jesus Christ has died for us. This
proves to the Father that we remem-
ber our covenants, that we love his
Gospel, that we love to keep his
commandments, and to honour the
name of the Lord Jesus upon the
earth. Let us try to do this. Itis s
blessing, a privilege, and a duty+ we
ghould constantly attend to.

Instead of suffering our labours to
occupy the Sabbath—instead of plan-
ning our business to infringe upon
the first day of the week, we should
do as little as possible ; if it 1s neces-
sary to cook food, do so; but even if
that could be dispensed with, it would
be better. As to keeping the Sabbath
according to the Mosaic law, indeed,
I do not; for it would be almost beyond
my power. Still, under the new cove-
nant, we should remember to preserve
holy one day in the week as a day of
rest—as a memorial of the rest of the
Lord and the rest of the Saints ; also
for our temporal advantage, for it is
instituted for the express purpose of



