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lfwe have assembled together this
afternoon to continue the business of
the conference a portion of which I1
feel should be devoted to instruction
teachillofsteachings traversing the experience
of the church or in any way the spirit
of the lord shall manifest
the special business that hasbas to be

transacted in a conference likelilieilke this
can be done very quickly perhaps we
might do all that is necessary in half
a day or in a day at the furthest
vyelvevvowe came together for the purpose

of worshippingworsbippingshippingwor the lord and many
havehave come from a distance who wish-
ed to come up here audand join with their
brethren in contembontemcontemplatingplating the work of
the last days and in speaking to each
other comforting words for it is a very
agreeable0 exercise on occasions like
this as well as in other meetings0 to
rehearse over to each other the scenes
oflifeollifeof lifeilfeiloe the feelings of the heart the
tragedies that havebave passed amonoamongamong us
the difficulties we have surmounted
and the days months and years we
have been broubrought0clitalit through01I will say for orleoneorieotie so far as it con-
cerns my own feelings my brethren
are at liberty to talk about that that
is in their hearts this is my privi-
lege and I1 wish it to be understood
that it is the privilege0 of those who
shall address this conference if
they want to preach us a discourse on
dodoctrineearineetrine on the gathering of israel
for instance they are at liberty so to doegl141if anyanyjmeone wishes to preach the first
prinprinciples6416 of the gospel repentance

and baptism with the gifts heisheighelshe is atdt
liberty
were it not that our bodies havehave tofo

be fed and clothed I1 would propose
that we tarry here a few monmonthstilgiligtils toio
give all a chance to speak to exhorte
to pray to proprophesyplesy to sing to speak
in tonguestongues or to do whatsoewhatsonwhatsoeverver theth0
spirit should manifest unto thethemm butBUAbuh
our work is a work of the prepresentsmi
the salvation we are seeking0 is forf8rfonfarthe present and sought correctly it
can be obtained and be continually
enjoyed if it continues todayto day it is
upon the same principle that it will
continue tomorrowto morrow the next day the
next week or the next year and wene
might0 say the next eterniteternityeternityY
if we are saved we are happy wee

are filled with light glory intelligence0and we pursue a course to enjoye the
blesbiesblessingssinossinas that the lord has in storetoietofe
for us if we continue to pursue teatthat
course it produces just the ilifilififfthinghlfiffhir we
want that is to be saved at this pre-
sent moment and this willwiI11 lay the
foundation to be saved for ever andhidfid
for ever which will amount to an eter-
naltai salvation
brethren we have accomplishedaccomplishedibe thetheibe

design of our hearts that weweiwellerdwelleedwellistedleed
to accomplish and really thisteis
thought inadvertently rushes upon MTmy
mind wherein have we not accom-
plishedplisheddltweallatlati we harshaveharebars listed to do notilotliot
onlyoiilybiily inineigneiexcavatingMbatingvating the earth and lay-
ing down the corner stones in the
centre of the main body of the build-
ing wewe shall rear forthefor the teintempletempiepie but
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wherein have we contemplated doing
one thing we have not done to build
up the kingdom of god if there
has been a failure it does not occur to
my mind at present I1 cannot now
recall to my mind one circumstance of
that kind with all the mobbing driv-
inging0 and afflictions that this people
have passed through0though the enemy hadbad power to kill
our ProprochetprophetprohetPhet that is kill his body did
heliettetic not accomplish all that was in his
heart to accomplish in hisliislits day he
did to my certain knowledge and I1
hvhavehavo0 many witnesses here that heard
him declare that he had done every-
thingthino he could do he had revealed
everything that could be revealed at
present he had prepared the way for
the people to walk in and no man or
woman should be deprived of going
into the presence of the father and
the son and enjoying an eternal exal-
tation if they would waikwalkualk in the lathpath
hejiejle had pointed out
from the day that hebe fell until this

day if there is one item of business if
there is one thingthino that should have
been done by this people that has not
been done I1 cannot call it to mind
though it looked gloomy for a month
or six weeks paspast the weatheryeatherveather beingc
so unfavorable with regard to being
ready to lay those comer stones
todayto day
JI1 am happytohappy to say that there has

been a great deal of faith manifested
by the saints and throughgh that faith
the lord has granted unto us the de-
sire of our hearts or else the devil has
been sent on an errand another waywayt
and has forgotten himself I1 do not
think however he need trouble him-
self much about the world for he has
them secure enough perhaps he
may have slept a little too long as he
has not been here on this notable day
I1 attribute it to our father in heaven
for giving us this beautiful weather
todayto day
the congregation was not accomaccod

modatednodated as we desired 1we170 should
have been pleased ifiltheyif4ibeyifilthey could have
been so situated that all could have
heard the orations and prayers that
were made upon those four stones
but they will be in print so you tancancan
read them at your leisure
I1 do not like to propprophesyliesy mucmuchh I1

never do but I1 will venture to gguessuessbess
that this day and the work we have
performed on it will long be remeffiremem-
bered by this people and be sounded
as with a trumpets voice throughout
the world as far as loud and as long
as steam wind and the electric cur-
rent can carry it it is a day inin
which all the laithfaithfulfulfui will rejoice in all
time to come
some will inquire do you sup-

pose we shall finish this temple bro-
ther brigham I1 have had such
questions put to mome already my
answer is I1 do not know and iI1 do notfiokflokfloa
care any more about it than I1 sabishbishouldildllalia
if my body was dead and in the gravegrave
and my spirit in paradise I1 never
have cared but for one thingthin and that
is simply to know that I1 am now rright
before my father in heaven if lamiamI1 am
this momentinoment this day doing the things
god requircsofwyrequires ofmy handsbands and precisely
where my father in Iheavenlearen maniswants mene
to be I1 care no more about tomorrowto morrow
than though it never would come I1
do not know0 where I1 shall be amoratomorto mor
row nor when this temple will be
done I1 know no more about it than
you do if god reveals ananythingvthin for
you I1 will tell you of it as freely as to
say go to city creek and drink until
you are satisfied
this I1 do know there shouldshouldbeaqkqbe a

templetempieTeinildlleiid built here I1 do know it isis the
futydutyditty of thisthispeoplepeople to commence to build
aTea templeatenipletempieniple now some will want to

i know what kind of a buildingD it willnill
be wait patiently brethren until itt
is done and put forth your hands
willingly to finish itt I1 know what it
will be I1 am notpotnoinot a visionary manmau
Inneitherincithercitherdither am I1 given much to propheprophesy sy
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ing when 1I want any of that done
I1 calloncallcalicail on brother heber he is my
prophet he loves to prophesy and I1
loveiove to hearbear him I1 scarcely ever say
much about revelations or visions but
suffice it to say five years acoagoago last july
I1 was here and saw in the spirit the
temple not ten feet from where we
have laid the chief comer stone I1
havellave not inquired what hinalandhindianainnakina of a tem-
ple we should build why because
it was represented before me I1 have
never looked upon that ground but the
vision of it was there I1 see it as plain-
lylyaifitwasinrealitybeforemeas if it was in reality before me wait
until it is done I1 will say however
that it will have six towers to begin
with instead of one now do not any
off you apostatize because it will have
sixsix towers and joseph only built one
it is easier for us to build sixteen than
it was for him to build one the time
will come when there will be one in the
centre of temples we shall build and
on the top groves and fish ponds but
weve shall not see them here at present
the first presidency proceeded to

the southeastsouth east comer to lay the first
stone though it is customary to com-
mence at the northeastnorth east comer that
is the beginning point most generally
I1 believe in the world at this side
of theth equator we commence at the
southsoutheasteast comer we sometimes look
f6rlightforror light you know brethren youoldyou oldolloil
men that have been through the mill
pretty well have been inquiring after
light which way do you go you will
tell me you go to the east for light
so we commence by laying the stone
on the southeastsouth east corner because there
idig the mostmoamon light
just as quick as the minutes of this

days proceedings are out there will be
elders high priests and seventies
inquiring whether the same order has
been carried out todayto day as was ob-
served in laying the comer stones of
theotherthe other temtemplesplespies i1.1 want to giveyouayou&youdyoujou a little history oittfltolttalt that you may
knowknew a4113

when the comer stonesatones were laid
in kirtland they hadbad to pick up boys
of fifteen and sixteen years of aweageage0 and
ordain them elders to get officersofficer
enough to lay the comercorner stones thequorum of the twelve and the high
council and many other authorities
that now exist were not then in exist-
ence joseph presided over the church
hyby the voice of the church
perhaps it may make some of you

stumble were I1 to ask you a question
does amans being0 a prophetProphetinin this

church prove that hebe shall be the pre-
sidentsidentofof it I1 answer no Aamanman
may be a prophet seer and reve-
lator and it may have kotbinnotbinnothing to do
with his being the president of thetho
church suffice it to say that joseph
was the president of the church as
long as he lived the people chose to
have it so he always filled that re-
sponsible station by the voice of the
people can you find any revelation
appointing him thetho president of the
church the ireysleys of the priesthood
were committed to joseph to build up
the kingdom of god on the earth and
were not to be taken from him in time
or in eternity but when hemashe was called
to preside over the church it wastas by
the voice of the people though beheldbe heldheid
the keys of the priesthood independent
of their voice
I1 want the elders of israel to reflect

upon this subject I1 would be glad
to teach you something that you
may not get into such snarls as here-
tofore you make me think of a child
that is trying to make rope of a parcel
of old thrumsthrams until he gets the whole
into snarls it is so with the elders
of israel as touching their ideas of the
priesthood
now hear me and I1 will try to talk

so that you can understand I1 will
presume to go a little further than I1
did with regard to the president of the
church and say to this people a man
might have visions the angelsanels of god
might administer to him hemight havohavehase



13413 JOURNAL OF discoursesDICOURSES

revelations and see as many visionsvisions
as you could count he might havelthehavhaveelthethe
heavens opened to him and seeseo the
fyngerfingerfagerpger 0off the lord andalland allailali this would
not make him the president of the
church or an elder a high priest an
apostleostleostie neither would it prove thatffhe was eveevenesenn a saint something else is
wantedantedvi to prove it why I11 mention
ththis is because of the frailty weak-
ness and shortsightednessshort sightedness of the
people if a man should come andaudauaana
tellteiltalitaki you he hadbadhalbaihai hadbadhal a vision and could
appear to substantiate his testimony
that he had had the heavens opened
tto him youwould be ready to bow down
and worship him and he might be at
tllethe same time perfectly calculated to
destroy the people one of the biggestay&ydevilsilslis on earth he would appear
tobeto be one of the finest of men to be
honest and unassuming and come
with all the grace and generalsgeneralshipbiphip of
tilethetlletiie devil which is so well calculated
to6 deceive the people admit thisahls to
beethethe case
if you ask me what will prove a

mannan or woman to be a sainosaint I1 will
answer the question if you love
me says jesus you will keep my
sayingss4yjngs that is the touchstone if
you love the lord jesus christ and
the father you will keep the com-
mandmentsmandments of the son you will do
his will if you neglect to do this
yyoucumayoumaymay have all the visions and re-
velationsvilatibilativelations1 ons that could be bestowed upon
a mortal beingbeino and yet be nothing
but a devil why I1 use this expres-
sion is because when a nidnsmindmans mind is
enlightened and he turns from that
lightilat to darkness it prepares him to
be a devildevit A man never knew how
to be wicked until light and trutruthth
were first made manifest to him then
istheestheis the time for memenii to make their de-
cisioncisioncasion and if they turn away from the
lordloidlold it prepares them to become
devils
exo7xonowW I1 wantant to go back for I1 have
waidewaldevaldewanderedteE on a iilittlettl9 witwithli reregardggd to

laying the comer stones and take
up the apostleship inin concoDconnexioncodnexionconnexionnexion with
this let me ask thethi high priests
quorum a question iniu ordeorderorae to bring
out the thing I1 wish to lay before you
I1 ask the high priests from whence
does the apostleship grow doesoes 1it
grow out of the high priesthood 9 1I
will venture to say if I1 was not here
todayto day and this questionwasquestion was proposed
for debate you would find the elders
in this congregation berbperbperhapsaps nearly
equally divided on the point theretherothae
would be as many high priests to say
the apostleship grows out of the high
priesthood as there would to say it
does not let me answer the quques-
tion

es
now recollect that the high

priesthood and the lesser priest-
hood and all the priesthood there is
are combined centered in composed
of and circumscribed by the apostle-
ship brethren did you ever know
that before if you had read that
book attentively poinpointingtiyatilatto0 the bookof covenants it wouldwouldhavehayeve told toyonyoau
the story as I1 am now telling it totb
you yet the high priests did not
know it
I1 speak thus to show you the order

of the priesthood we will now cowcomcom-
mence with the apostleship where
joseph commenced joseph was or-
dained an apostle tbatyouthat yousou can read
and understand after he was or-
dained to this office then he had thetho
right to organize and build up the
kingdom0 of god for he had committed
untount0 him the ireyskeys of the an1npriesthoodestwoodesthoodestboodhood
which is after the order of Melmeimelchisemelchisdechisehise
dec theahodho lighhigh Ppriesthoodristhoristeood which iai
after the order of the son of god
and this remember bybybeingbeingleing ordain-
ed an apostle
could he have built up the king-

dom of god without first being an
apostle no hebe never could the
keys of the eternal priesthood which
isis after the order of the son of god
are comprehendedcompr6bend6dby by being anapolleanApoan apostleanapotletietle
all the priesthood all thethle keys all
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theilthelltheitheisthellgitbitgitgifts all the endowments and
everything preparatory to entering
into the presence of the father
and oftheodtheof the son are inin composed of
circumscribed by or I1 migmightott say in-
corporatedcorporated within the circumference
of the apostleship
now who do we set in the first

place to lay the chief the south east
comercornercober stone the corner fromwhence
light emanates to illuminate the whole
fabric hatthat is to be lighted0 we begin
with the first prespresidencyidency with the
apostleship for joseph commenced
always with the keys of the apostle-
shipshishlshipandshilandpandand he by the voice of the peo-
ple presiding over the whole commu-
nity of lalattertterater day saints officiated in
tilethetlletiie apostleship as the first presi-
dent
what comesdomes next in the church
I1 piilwill now refer you directly to the
buildingbuildihgup up of the kingdom of god
in the last days what do we see
next joseph as an anapostleapostle of the
iamblamb with the keys of the eternal
priesthood committed unto him by
peter james and john whatforwhitforwhat for
to build up the kingdom0 of god on
theearththeeartathe earth next grows out an office
pertaining to the temporal affairs of
this kini7domkingdom0 the keys of which are
committed to man on the earth pre-
paratoryparatoryparatotytotytoto its establishment prepa-
ratory to its spreading growing in-
creasing and prospering amongamong the
nationsnatjbns the next step we see taken
by the lord is to provide forthefor thetho
hodybodybodythereforetherefore some person must be
appointedappointedtofilled tofilltofill this office to stand
side by side lmwithth this apostle this
first president who was it it
was not brother hunter who was
42it it was brother Partripartridgedeyedere0 we
see brother partridge was called to
fillitbatplacefillthattplace before there was an el-
ders quorum or a highhiah0 priests
quorum in existenceyeaexistence yea before the
tbihkwastalkedofthingijras talkedof and also before
ahwthwthetftwelvewelvbapostleswereapostles were chosen not
lioiioiloliowever11014411&rwever before the revelation was

given to signify thertherothere mouldwould be such a
quorum
we see this apostle with the keys

of the priesthood to build up the
kingdom to give light to those who
were in darkness to succor those
who were feeble to sustain the trem-
bling0 to administer salvation to the
penitent and to be a stay and a staff
to those who were ready toitotol fall wewo
see this gigantic apostle thus stand-
ing forth clothed with the authority
of heaven to build up his cause on
the earth him the lord told to call
a bishop so the bishop was the
next standing authority in the kineinelnking-
dom of god therefore we set the
bishop at the second comercorner of the
building the melchisedec priest-
hood with the altar fixtures and fur-
niture belonbelonging9ingt thereunto is situsituaa
ted oion the east and the aaronioaaronic
priesthood belongs in the west con
sequently the presiding bishop laid
the second stone
do you ask waswag it so in the other

buildingsbuildings I1 do notknownot know neither do
I1 care
the highD priestsquorumPriests Quorum do they

comenextcomenext inorder do theynext step in-
to the field no not particularly any
more than the eldersnorElders nor the elders any
more than the high0 council nor the
high council any more than the
teachers deacons or priests the
high priests quorum is a standing
quorum abiding at home so is the
elders quorum but the place of the
bishop is in the temporal affairs in the
church so then what shall we baytsaytsay
why out of due respect to the high
priesthood which is nothing more
than what is right and reasonable that
we should honor the priesthood that
god has bequeathed to us we say to
the high priests lay the third cornercomer
stone
we started attheat the south east cor-

ner with the apostleship then thothe
lesser priesthood laid the second
stone we brincybring them in our ranks to
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the third stone which the high priests
andeldersand elderseiders laid we take them under
our wing0 to the north east cornercomer
stone which the twelve and seventies
laid and there againarain join the apostle-
ship it circumscribes every other
priesthood for it is the priesthood of
melchisedec which is after the order
of the son of god
to say a man is an apostle is

equal to saying that a man is ordained
to build up the kingdom of god from
first to last but it is not so by saying0
he is ordained a high priest the
bishoprick by right belongs to the
literal descendants of aaron but we
shallshailshali havellave to ordain from the other
tribes men who hold thet6ta highg priest-
hood to act in the lesser until we
can find a literal descendant of aaron
who is prepared to receive it
the lesser priesthood chentthentthen you

perceive comecomess within the purview of
the apostleship because a man that
holds it has a right0 to act or officiate
as a high priest as one of the high
council as a patriarch as a bishop
elder priest teacher and deacon
and in every other office and calling
that is in the church from first to
last when duty demands it
this is the order of the priesthood

brethren I1 felt as though I1 wishedwisted
to make some remarks upon this sub-
ject on the temple ground but dis-
missing the congregation hurt me
much I1 wanted to make some re-
marks at the same time but I1 de-
spaired of making you hear so I1
thought I1 would omit speaking in the
open air and say what I1 had to say in
the tabernacle
I1 know what was done at nauvoo

it was all right everything is right
with me there the twelve were
called to lay the north west corner
stone if I1 mistake not however it
is no matter they were just aswellas wellweliweil
there asanywhere else but to take
up the Pristpriesthoodhood in its perfect order
and form you perceive thatthad thetheapostheadosapos

tleship circumscribes everything in thetho
church of god on earth this is the
order aandnd I1 have endeavored to carry
it out before you that you all might
know hereafter what is the true order
as far as it can be exhibited in the
laying of comer stones so far as
simply laying a corner stone is con-
cerned oileone corner is just as good to
me as another
I1 will give you the explanation why

we proceeded as weaveasevve have it waswag
suggested0 to me that perhaps thetho
twelve would feel better to lay the
second stone when I1 told them the
fourth stone was thetho stone they
should lay it struck my mind that
I1 was ordained an apostle and IX1
still belong to the apostleship did
you ever cut me off brethren 9
voices in the stand no it
struck my mind if you wanted to lay
the second stone you did not feel that
you had the apostleship in you or
yoyouu j did not feel like as I1 did for
it is the beginning and the end the
height depth length and breadth of
all that is that was and ever can be
to all eternity I1 have not heardbeardbeara that
there were any feelings about the matimatemat-
ter only somebody suggested the
thing it was three of the twelve
then thatlaidthat laid the first stone and then
the quorum of the twelve laid the
fourth
now will jtit cause some of you to

marvel that I1 was not ordained a high
priest before I1 was ordained an apos-
tle brother kimball and myself
were never ordained high priests
how wonderful I1 was going to say
how little some of the brethren under-
stood the priesthood after the twelve
were called in our early career in
this church on one occasionoccasion inin one
of our councils we were tellingtellina about
some of the twelve wanting to ordain
us high priests and what I1 said to
brother patten when he wanted to or-
dain me in york state said I1 brother
patten wait until I1 can lift my hand
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to heavenheavens and say I1 have magnified
the office of an elder after our
conversation was over in the council
some of the brethren began to query
and said we ought to be ordainordaineded high
priFripriestsests at the same time I1 did not
consider that an apostle needed to
be ordained a high priest an elder
or a teacher I1 did not express my
views on the subject at that time but
thought I1 would hearbear what brother
joseph would say about it it was
william E I1McTeLellin who told joseph
that I1 and heber were not ordained
high priests and wanted to know if
it should not be done said joseph
M will you insult the priesthood Is
that all the knowledge you have of the
office of an apostle do you not know
that the man who receives the apos-
tleshiptle ship receives all the keys that ever
were or that can be conferred upon
mortal man what are you talking
about I1lamiamam astonishedastonished nothinbothinnothinga
more was said about it
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friends and fellow citizens we
have been edified and instructed to-
day our hearts have been warmed and
ourmindsour minds entertained with a variety
shallishalij say interspersed with music
no fiatforfon it has all beenleen music whether

I1 know that joseph received hisis
apostleship from peter james and
john before a revelation on the sub-
ject was printed and he never had a
right to organize a church before he
was an apostle
I1 have tried to shew youvou brethren

as briefly as possible tlethetietleorderorder of the
priesthood when a man is ordained
to be an apostle his priesthood isif
without beginning of days or end of
life like the priesthood of memelchise-
dec

1chise
for it was his priesthood that

was spoken of in this language and
not the inanman j
when I1 arose to address you I1

wanted to talk to you a little of my
experience in practical I1 I1 mormonism
but I1 have not hadbad time and have
talked long enough0 already I1 have
been round about it you know for it
is all inside of what 1I have been tell-
ing you
mayalaynlay the lord bless you forever in

the name of jesus christ amen

flowing from the hearts of our fellow
citizens or produced by the skill of
our bands in the use of musical in-
strumentsst all has been music
music to the ear and poetry to the
heart we have had a variety all


