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dare not come to us in a hostile man-
ner without being assured they will
meet a vigorous resistance, and ten to
one they will meet their grave.

The Lord will suffer no more trou-
ble to come upon us than is necessary
to bring this people to their senses.
You need not go to sleep under the
impression that it is the north and
south only that is in danger, and we
are all safe here. Now mind, let this
people here lie down to sleep, and be
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thing they know, they are in the

- greatest danger. You must not desert

the watch tower, but do as I do—keep
some person awake in your house all
night long, and be ready, at the least
tap of the foot, to offer a stout resist-
ance, if it is required. Be ready at
any moment to kill twenty of your
enemies at least. Let every house be
a fort.

After the cattle were stolen at San
Pete, a messenger arrived here in
about thirty hours to report the affair,
and obtain advice, I told brother
Wells, “ you can write to them, and
say, ‘ Inasmuch as you have no cows
and oxen to trouble you, you can go
to harvesting, and take care of your-
selves.”” If you do not take care of
yourselves, brethren, you will not be
taken care of. 1 take care of them

| you that try
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to help yourselves, and
carry out the maxim of Doctor Dick—
“God helps them that help them-
selves.”

I am my own policeman, and have
slept, scores of nights, with my gun
and sword by my side, that is, if 1
slept at all. I am still a policeman.
Now 1is the day to watch. It 1sas im-
portant for me to watch now, as well

as pray, as it ever has been since I
| came into this kingdom. It requires
entirely off their watch, and the first

watching, as well as praying men;
take turns at it, let some watch while
others pray, and then change round,
but never let any time pass without
a watcher, lest you be overtaken in an
hour when you think not ; it will come
as a thief in the night. ILook out for
your enemies, for we know not how
they will come, and what enemy 1t will
be. Take care of yourselves.

Again, let me reiterate to the sis-
ters, do not be afraid of goinginto the
harvest field. If you are found there
helping your sons, your husbands, and
your brethren, to gather in the har-
vest, I say, God bless you, and I
will also.

Take care of your grain, and take
care of yourselves, that no enemy
come to slay you. Be always on hand
to meet them with death, and send
them to hell, if they come to you.

that help themselves. I will help | May God bless you all. Amen.

THE STANDARD AND ENSIGN FOR THE PEOPLE.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY ELDER PARLEY P, PRATT, IN THE TABERNACLK,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JANUARY 30, 1853.

Brethren and Friends—I am glad
to see you once more, and for the
privilege of meeting with you. I did

not expect to address you this morn-
ing, not being well in health; but at
the request of my brother, who pre-
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sides over me, and in the absence of
many who might edify you, I rise to
speak a short time, and give place to
others.

I desire your prayers, that my body
may be strengthened, and also for the
(it of the Holy Spirit, without which
no man can edify his fellow man.

We are told, by the Prophet of old,
in the good old Bible, and by that
peculiar Prophet that the Christian
world (that portion of them that es-
teem the Bible) consider more clear,
and more eloquent than any other,
whose prophecies are on record—the
Prophet Isaiah ; we are told by him,
that the Lord would, some time, * hift
up a standard for the people,” ** an en-
sign for the nations,” and that He
would not only do this, but do it as a
manifestation which should result in
the great restoration of all things spo-
ken of by the Prophets, in the resto-
ration of the twelve tribes of Israel
from the four quarters of the earth, to
their own country, nationality, insti-
tutions, and religion ; that they might
again be nationalized, established, and
reinstated in their covenant renewed
unto them, as in days of old, and have
their own Priesthood, rulers, gover-
nors, and consequently their own bles-
sings. 1 say, we are told, by one
of the greatest Prophets, whose pro-
phecies are on record, that a standard
would be lifted up or manifested, in
order to bring about that great re-
storation. What is that standard?
Let us reason a little upon that sub-
ject, this morning. Some might say
it is a book. It might be, in a certain
sense. A dictionary of a language is
sometimes called a standard, that
is, something established, something
that is a sufficient authority, some-
thing to which all can refer, as to a
sample or doctrine, to decide a ques-
tion or an um:erh‘ty in the meaning
of words. "

In
‘book

sint of principle or dauﬁtinq, a | organ
t we might call a ‘“standard,” ' every
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might be considered to contain truths.
But I do not understand the predic-
tion to which I refer as exclusively
pertaining to a book, but rather to a
religion, to a set of principles de-
veloped, to a covenant established, or,
to carry it out more fully, to a people
organized, gathered together, and es-
tablished in one, having one faith, one
spirit, one baptism, one (God, one eter-
nal and everlasting covenant by which
they are all united, and one set of
principles by which they are governed.
Forwhere such a government might be
subdivided by local ecircunmstances,
whether these principles were writtenin

bn& book or in a thousand books, or

whether they were taught and acted
upon without any book, whether the
people could read a book or could not,
nothing short of the development of
certain principles of religion, law, and
government, embraced by a certain
portion of people, by which they could
see eye to eye, in which they were
united, and by the spirit of which they
were made one in light and truth and
fellowship, and gathered, organised,
planted, established—in short, a sys-
tem containing a development of all
the principles that constitute a hea-
venly government, nothing short of
this, if I understand the prediction of
Tsaiah, would be considered by the
Jews, and by the other tribes of Israel,
wherever they were found, and final-
ly by the whole of the Gentile world
that might live to see it, as a ‘* stan-
dard.” This would be something wor-
thy to be called a standard, something
to which they could look, and come
to, and be organized, consolidated,
nationalized, and governed by, politi-
cally and religiously ; or more truly
and consistently speaking, religiously,
because that includes all the wcﬂl
governments that are worth maming
or striving for in heaven or on earth. 4
A system of religion, or a people:
ized upon it, should include
branch of government that they
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could possibly need for their dwelling
with each other, for their organization,
peace, welfare, defence, order, happi-
ness, and for their dwelling with
neighboring nations. A system of
religion that is from heaven never
would stop short of including all these
principles. Therefore it is inconsis-
tent, it is because of the ignorance
that is in the world that two terms-—
“political government ” and *religious
government,” are used.

Men have been in the habit of walking
with, of being organised and identified
with, religions more or less false, and
not sufficient in themselves to carryout
all the principles of government ; they
are a kind of Sunday convenience,
separate and distinct from the every-
day affairs of life; a kind of a big re-
ligious cloak, to be put on for that
day, but not to be considered to have
anything to do with every-day affairs.
This kind of religion not being suffi-
cient for the happiness and govern-
ment, enlightenment and improve-
ment, education and regulation of
mankind,orofsociety inall its branches,
of course men would get up some
thing else separate from it, and call
that “ the policy of civil government.”
I do not blame them, for a false re-
ligion, or one partly false and partly
true, never was calculated to answer
the purpose. A religion not wholly
true could not possibly develop all the
resources, principles, branches, de-
partments, officers, and powers adap-
ted to the government, organization,
peace, order, happiness, and defence
of society, and for its regulation while
dwelling with foreign departments
and powers. .

Men require something more than
these imperfect systems, which are a
mixture of truth and error, that exist
in the world, (and they have no better,
of course ;) they need something else
besides their Sunday arrangements,
besides this machinery of theories ;
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they need something of every-day
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practical utility ; and this they ecall
civil government and polities, distinet
from religion, though in some countries
they blend one with the other, and both
are in force. But I use the terms poli-
tics and religion to adapt myself to
those obsolete ideas, that are about
passing away with us, but under which
a great majority of mankind still la-
bor. In addressing the Saints, I
make no distinction; when I say a
religious system, I mean that which
unites principles of political " govern-
ment and religions, which is perfectly
sufficient for, and completely adapted
to, all the wants of cities, boroughs,
counties, states, kingdoms, empires,
or the world, or a million of worlds:
that system of religion or govern-
ment, just which you please to call it,
that regulates things in heaven, and
for which all professing Christian
men pray.

Whether men realize it or nof,
when they say, * Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven,” it is as much as to
say, “O God, sweep away all the
falsehood and abuses of power there
are in the world, whether religious or
political ; down with the tyrants, down
with the abuses, down with the false
nobility, down with the pride, extra-
vagance, and idleness of the one class,
and down with the hard trials, want,
oppression, and poverty that are heaped
upon the other class ; do away with all
the kingeraft, priesteraft, and repub-
lic craft that are in the world. And in
the place of all these false governments
and religions, in political and social
life, introduce that eternal government,
that pure order of things, those eternal
principles and institutions, which go-

| vern society In those better worlds,

the worlds of immortality and eternal
life.” That is what a man prays for,
as well as I can tell it, when he says,
“ Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven.” He says, “ Sweep away all
abuses, all corruption, all falsehood,
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all war, all ungodly and selfish ambi-
tion ; and in its place introduce a new
government for universal man, a sys-
tem that will touch all his wants, re-
ligiously, politically, and every other
way ; which will organise and govern
society upon the principles that society
is governed upon in heaven.” :
[ pray for that day, understanding
it in that light. And if anybody uses
that prayer, and does not mean it in
that light, it is for want of reflection.
For instance—does any man in his
senses, believe that the government of
the eternal heavens in the presence of
(God, consists of a variety of kingdoms,
empires, republics, and states, govern-
ed by various principles, ruled by as-
pirants, and sometimes by tyrants,
that differ widely one from another in
the principles by which they rule, one
jarring with, and encroaching upon,
the other, and frequently going to war
with him, having a thousand different
ways of worship, and of religious and
political administration ? I ask, again,
does any sane person, who reflects,
believe that heaven is governed in that
way ? No. Every reflecting person
believes as well as I, that if there is a
world of immortality at all, where
righteousness rules, the same princi-
ples, as far as they go, are developed
unto all, and adapted to all. Some
may have more truth, ascend to greater
degrees of perfection, and be able to
receive higher and more glorious prin-
ciples of government than others, even
in heaven. Some may attain to a
celestial glory, of which the sun is
typical ; others be as telestial beings,
the glory of which is compared with
the stars, as they appear to our sight ;
and these two classes may differ as
widely from each other as the stars
differ from the sun in glory, as seen
by man. So far as heavenly beings
have become enlightened by revela-
tion in the laws of eternal government,
a sameness exists in their possession of
principles of truth, as far as it goes.

i
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Some may be in possession of the same
portion of truth, but may not possess
it in fulness, but it 1s true so far as it
goes, by which all are in union, peace,
and love, and by which they all do
right, and all glorify God, and maintain
an eternal peace and bond of happiness.

In viewing heaven thus, “ 1 do not
believe 1 differ, except in degree, from
the expectations and views of all Chris-
tendom that believe in a hereafter.
They would not contend for a moment
for the jargon and division that exist
in this world. that produce—what ?
Envy, hatred, darkness, and ignorance.
They do not believe for a moment
that anything of this kind exists in
heaven. They pray as well as we,
“ Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” They pray, whether they
think of it or not, that all the jargon,
errors, abuses, darkness, and ignorance
that now exist in the world, under the
name of religion, government, or any-
thing else, may come to an end ;
that, so far as there is unrighteous-
ness, or any error in principle, thrones
may be cast down ; that all the powers
of earth, whether republic or monar-
chial, that are not in accordance
with the law and government of
heaven, may pass away, and those
principles be introduced that go-
vern the sanctified in heaven, so far
as man in this life is capable of re-
ceiving these good things, and enjoy-
ing them in truth, union, and peace.
Then with thisview of the subject, such
a system introduced, even among a
few men, they being organised upon
it, and acting it out in a good mea-
sure, we should call this a ““standard.”
The Jews could look to it and call it
a “standard.” The ten tribes, and
the scattered remnants, and all that
appertain to the lineage of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, scattered
through the world, waiting for the
redemption, and the restoration of
the kingdom to Israel, could look to
such a * standard,” to the people or-
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ganised upon these principles develop-
ed from heaven, and carrying them
out in all their points, for they are
~capable of governing a world, or a
“mullion of worlds ; to this they could
look and say, there is a * standard.”

If all the railroads, steam-boats,
and other swift means of convey-
ance, with all the gold and silver,
were In the hands and under the
control of the right lineage, and all
the sea captains and railroad proprie-
tors stood ready to serve them, as the
Jew turned his attention to the brigh-
tening prospect, and to his own land,
the question would naturally arisein his
mind—under what staxpARD shall 1
go? You may say under the colors of
Great Dritain, but that is not suffi-
cient. Upon what principles shall
~we be organized, religiously and poli-
“tically ? Which of all the churches
- Christendom will present us with a
~just standard, constituted to our capa-
~eity 7 Which of all the nations will
present a government standard, con-
stituted to our position ?

“ Well, but,” you say, ** let the Jews
take their own standard.” Then they
will neither have the Christian dispen-
sation, nor that of Moses and the Pro-
phets, because both of these had power
in them that the Jews do not profess to
have. The Christian religion had its
mspired men, Apostles and Prophets.
“Those the Jews have not got. Moses
~and the Prophets had their miracles,
gifts, powers, and oracles, men who
were raised np by heaven, to direct,
make laws and governments, and or-
ganise a kingdom among the Jews ;
they have not got these either. The
most they pretend to have is a Book
that gives the history of their fathers,
and of Moses and the Prophets; show-
ing that they lived under a dispensa-
tion of Priesthood, revealed from hea-
ven, and handed down from the fa-
thers, from generation to generation,
which Priesthood held the Urim and
Thummim, and the charge of the
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holy place, cnntniningq the holy things.
and power to inquire of God, and to
instruct the people in what was for

‘their peace, defence, welfare, govern-

ment, judgment, and law. The Jews
cannot say they have these things
now. Moses and the Prophets had the
ministering of angels. The Jewsat this
day have not. Moses and the Prophets
had living oracles from heaven. The
Jews have not. Moses and the Prophets
had power to control the elements, and
work mighty wonders in the name of
the Lord, some of them even rolled
the earth back on its axis. Have the
Jews this power? No. To restore
them to Palestine, and let their own
institutions be a standard, would be
to put there what neither resemble
Moses and the Prophets, nor Jesus
and the Propbets.

“ But suppose we fry to convert
them to the present Christian in-
stitutions,” says one. Well, where is
the ** standard ?” Who has got it ?
The Christian institution consisted
of Apostles and Prophets, ministers
whose Priesthood was after the order
of the Son of God, and ordained
by himself, for he says; “As my
Father hath sent me, even so send
I you;”™ *“ye have not chosen me,
but 1 have chosen you, and ordained
you.” = Connected with the Apostle-
ship are the keys and powers of go-
vernment, the administration of ordi-
nances, and the gifts and powers of
the Holy Spirit. This is a “stan-
dard,” which the Jews, and the ten
tribes would all acknowledge, and it
is a Christian one, yet such a one all
Christendom cannot present. They
can present a book, like the Jews;
the one is a book that testifies that
Moses and the Prophets had this
power, the other that Jesus and his
Apostles had it, but neither of these
books can be the * standard,” be-
cause the mere history that somebody
had this power would not be a living
*“standard.” If the Christians pre-
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sent the Jews with the New Testa-

ment, the Jews will present the Chris-
tians with the Old Testament, and the
writers of both of them had the pow-
er. The Jew would have to admit,
that the power and * standard " that
his book was the key of, had passed
away ; and the Christian, that the
angels, gifts, and blessings that his
book gave an account of, had also
passed away.

If you take the despotic standard
of Russia, or the standard of any other
of the nations of Europe, some of
them are unlimited in their provisions
—the sovereign is the law; others
are limited—the sovereign only being
part of the law and power, frequent
bloody wars arise between the monarch
and the'people; and those who come
direct to the throne by hereditary right
are beset by the same evils. Besides
that, in Russia there is one kind of
religion; in Greece, another; in Rome,
a third ; and in England, a fourth;
all widely differing from each other.

To take the republican form of go-
vernment, and set it up as a standard,
would be to set the Jews and the Ten
‘I'ribes, when they get home, to crea-
ting their own government, religion,
and officers. They would say, * This is
not a restoration of all things to the
order of the fathers. Who ever heard
of a nation's rising up, and making its
own ministry of angels, its own Pro-
phets, Apostles, and Priesthood to
speak the word of God, and to inquire
of Him?" The Lord would turn round
and say, ““1 have not chosen this man,
youhave chosen himand ordained him."
Did the people elect and appoint Mo-
ses to receive all his powers, to hold
communion with the burning bush,
and divide the waters of the Red Sea ?
Did they elect Joshua to that faith by
which he lived to lead Israel into Ca-
naan, and divide Jordan by the word
of God? Did they instruct him to
lengthen out the day while Israel con-
quered their enemies ? No. God Al-
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mighty chose Moses and ordained
him, and Moses laid his hands upon
Joshua and ordained him, and there-
fore the two were full of the Spirit of
God to fill a similar ealling.

The Jews and the Ten Tribes know
better than to bow to such an order of
things, for no rule, precgdent, Or ex-
ample, can be found in the history of
the fathers to substantiate such a
course ; they would either couclude
that God had changed, or that such
proceedings were an imposition, and
pertained to no real government from
heaven at all.

*“ Well, then, “says the Lord,” T will
set up a standard for my people, and lift
up my hand to the Gentiles. A sys- |
tem shall be developed from heaven,
by which the people are to be planted
In one, that is, those who embrace it ;
by which shall be developed among
them all, one spirit, one doctrine, one
order of Priesthood, worship, power,
and government, to lead, direct, con-
trol, and say what religion they shail
adopt, including every department of
government, sufficient for all the af
fairs of state, both internal and exter-
nal, and that would contribute to their-
enlightenment, improvement, defence,
exaitation, and their relations with all
the world.”  Such a thing would be &
“standard.” It would answer the
purpose to plant and govern them.
It would bring the Gentiles to it.
In order for this, it would be a
principle of government developed
in all its parts, not differing so
much from the old one either. * Do
you mean the law of Moses?” Yes,
bat only so far as the same eternal
prineiples existed in that law, There
were many principles given in that

 law which pertained not to the eter-

nal kingdom of God ; they had to be
fulfilled in Christ, and then have an
end.

** Well, then, what do you mean ?
Do you mean to say that this modemn
standard must not ditfer from the ip-

| e 5L M ¢
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stitutions revealed and carried out in
the days of Christ and his Apostles ?”
No, this is not what I mean, because
it must differ in some of its bearings
from those institutions.  Wherein ?
In this respect, if nothing more—UPe-
ter and the rest of the Apostles hav-
ing done what we are doing now, that
is, talked about that * standard,” and
the restoration of the kingdom and
government to Israel, said to Jesus,
“ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel " Thatis, “ Wilt
thou at this time raise a standard
with all the powers of government,
break down the Roman Empire, and
give the kingdom and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole hea-
ven to thy Saints, that so all Israel
may be saved ?” So far from a
satisfactory answer being given to Pe-
ter and the Apostles, the Saviour said,
* It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons” when thisshall be done,
letting alone doing it, for the know-
ledge of these times * the Father hath
put in his own power.” Jesus did not
tarn round and answer them as the
sectarians would—* You are entirely
mistaken, my kingdom will always be
a spiritual kingdom ; and you will be
very much disappointed if you look
for anything else.” He virtually said
—+ Suffice it to say, it is not given to
you Apostles to hold the keys of my
kingdom in that day and age of the
world, or even to know the time that
T will do that work.” * Well, Lord,
what will you have us to do? As the
Scriptures are more full upon that
subject than almost any other, for
kings and Prophets spoke of little else,
and you will not tell us of that, but
reserve it for some other people, and
to be known at some other time,
which we are not to know, what is it
you would have us to do?"” * Sim-
ply be witnesses of me in Jerusalem,
Samaria, and in the uttermost parts
of the earth. Baptize the people, if
they will repent, after you have taught
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them to believe in me, their eternal
King and great High Priest, who rose
from the dead, and ascended up on
high in your presence, to reign in
heaven, and eventually upon the earth.
Go and tell the people that, and let
them repent, and turn to me with full
purpose of heart, and know that 1 am
the law, and the way, and the truth ;
and if they shall keep my words, they
shall have eternal life ; and if they do
not, they shall remain in condemna-
tion. If they hear you, they hear me ;
and if they receive you, they receive
me ; and if they receive me, they re-
ceive him that sent me; and if they
reject you, they reject me. And what-
soever they do to you, 1t is the same
as though they did it to me. You are
my ambassadors, my representatives,
my ministers, and if they do good to
you, it is the same as though they did
it to me. If they discard you, and
believe not your words, and withhold
their hands from helping you to carry
out the principles of truth, it is the
same as though they did it unto me.”
“ But, master, how shall we establish
a standard of government, and peace,
so as to maintain these principles ?”
“ You cannot do it.” Did Jesus Christ
and his Apostles say these things n
so many words ? No. But in words
that amounted to the same thing.
Says he—*The time com eth, that who-
soever killeth you will think that he
doeth God service.” And unto Peter,
the head of the Apostles, Jesus said,
speaking of the death Peter should
die—* When thou shall be old, thou
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and an-
other shall gird thee, and carry thee
whither thou wouldest not.” Jesus
told his servants they would be scour-
ged from city to city, and from place
to place, and from synagogue to syna-
gogue, and be overcome, for another
power would rise different from the
kingdom of God, and it should make
war with them, and overcome them,

and be drunken with the blood of the
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Saints, and hold dominion over all the
kings of the earth, over every tribe
and tongue and people, until the words
of God should be fulfilled ; therefore
they were not to think to gather the
people, to establish a kingdom or go-
vernment on the earth, for they could
not do it. There was another power
to rise, that would put their power
down, and bear rule over all nations,
and all nations would be deceived by
it.

Now you take the instructions of
the Apostles to the Saints in former
days, and the manifestations of the
Lord to the last of the Twelve while
Lie was on the Isle of Patmos, and see
if they do not amount to the above.

Well, then, give us a dispensation
like the one they had, one fitted to
the New Testament ; and it is simply
to run through the world, and witness
of the manifestations of the Lord of
life and glory in the flesh, and his re-
surrection from the dead ; to call upon
ti:e people to repent and be baptized,
and give them the first principles of
the Gospel. and prepare them to reign
i youder world of glory, so far as
they could by being faithful through
thie Gospel ; and as fast as they were
baptized, say to them, “ You may ex-
pect to be killed, and if you are not
willing to lay down your life, do not
put your name among us, nor be bap-
tized atall, forthe wicked will make war
with the Saints and overcome them.”
Lo repent, and be baptized, and re-
ceive the Gospel for the remission of
sins, be killed and go home to glory,
was the Gospel the ancient Apostles
preached. 1 say, if we had a dispen-
sation precisely like that which Peter
and the rest of the former-day Apos-
tles had, that is justas far as we could
carry it. Where is the place where
we could build up the kingdom of
(zod? No where. If you lived in
llome (and Rome was the world), and
submitted to its butcheries, until the
words of God should be fulfilled, you
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would be slain and go into yonder
world.

Hence the kingdom of God had to
be set up twice, once in the days of
Peter, wherein those who obeyed the
Gospel ordinances had to submit te
the Roman power and be killed. After
they are killlz)d, and the Priesthood i8
taken from the earth, and the keys of
it are gone from the earth also, or hid
up, so that no body holds them, and
all nations are deceived, as it was
written by the Revelator John, by this
ruling power, which is nothing more
nor less than Rome, for that was the
world then known—after all this, when
the time comes for the word of God to

Fbﬁ fulfilled, and for a standard to be

set up, what does this book, the Bible,
say? What does Jesus Christ him-
self say ?  *“ There shall be signs in
the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars, and upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity ; the sea and
the waves roaring ; men’s hearts fail-
ing them for fear; " and he goes on
to say that when you shall see these
things come to pass, then know that
the kingdom of God is at hand.

The Millerites mistook it, and
thought it meant, then know that the
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ is
Just at the door. A great many have
been mistaken on this subject, among
Christian communities, so called. But
if they had searched diligently ‘to
know, they would not have taken
the second advent of Messiah, and
put it in the place of his kingdom, to
be at hand when you see the signs be-
gin to take place; then *“know ve,
that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.”

Now it is evident that the kingdom
of God was to be set up twice—at two
distinct times, or else the whole mat-
ter is & mistake from the beginning to
the end, because John the Baptist
said it was at hand in his day, Jesus
Christ said the same, the Apostles and
Seventies said, in their days, that it
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was right at the door.
sus Christ predicted a whole string of
events, including the destruction of
Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the
Jews. He then predicted signs that
were to be seen in the sun, moon, and
stars, and said, lo! * the kingdom of
God is nigh at hand.” Just as sure
as the sun shines, the kingdom had
to be set up twice, or there is no
meaning to the Book, and the last,
too, at the time the Millerites and
others have set for the personal ap-
nce of the Saviour.

The Lord, in speaking to his Apos-
tles, said, * It is not given for you to
know the times or the seasons, which
the Father hath put in his own power.”
What would he say to the Apostles in
the last days? He would say quite
the reverse of this—* To you it 18
given to know the times and the sea-
sons, because you are the very men to
do that work, but my old Apostles
were only to bear witness of me to the

world. As the received traditions and |
religion of the world were at war with |
the principle of the resurrection pre- |
sented in my body, I required my an-
cient Apostles to bear witness of it in

Jerusalem and Samaria, and to the
uttermost of the earth, where-
ever they could find followers. But
I now will raise up you and other
men, and ordain you, and cause keys
of power to be committed to you, as
in days of old, in the same Gospel or-
dinances and spirit; but when they
come, you will not be required to ful-
fil any such thing as my servants did
anciently, which was, to bear witness,
preach repentance, baptize the people,
and be killed. You will know the
times and the seasons, which the Fa-
power, and which
my other Apostles could not know,

‘and then go to work with your mights
and falifil it.”

Hence the gathering of the Saints;

rganization of the kingdom of
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will ; the revelation of the law of God,
and the new and everlasting covenant
made to Abraham of old and his seed,
which has never been altered by the
Lord, only lost to the people. Paul
said that the law given upon Mount
Sinai, four hundred and thirty years
after that covenant was made, might
not disannul it. Jesus Christ was that
man spoken of when Godsaid, “In thee
and in thy seed shall all nations of
the earth be blessed.” Thus, Paul
and Jesus, in so many words, con-
firmed the covenant made with Abra-
ham, that neither the law of Moses
nor Jesus Christ ever disannulled.
What was it ? A great many things,
but the prineipal thing was, ** I will
greatly multiply thy seed ; " in short.
a law was given him by which he and
his posterity should be regulated and
governed, with regard to matrimony
and posterity.

Now, then, to restore the new and
everlasting covenant made with Abra-
ham, and not disannulled by Moses.
the Prophets, Jesus Christ, and the
Apbstles; to restore an organization ot
principles, of law ; a development that
would make a standard to regulate
families, households, and kingdoms in
every respect ; that would be to fulill
the words of Isaiah, where he says.
I will “set up my standard to the
people; ” then I will gather you
Going to work to gather them to a
standard set up by medern professors
would be nonsense, fer it would not
chime in with the law that governed
Abraham and his family matters, when
he and a great many others should
come together and sit down in the
kingdom of God. Such a standard
would be lame in some points.

If I were 2 Jew, you might cry to mc
and preach to me until doomsday, and
then take aswerd, and hold it over
me to sever my head from my body, but
I should say, ** I will not move one step
to the standard that is not Abrahams,
nor from the everlasting covenant in
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which my fathers Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and all the holy Prophets will
come and sit down in the presence of
God, upon the same 'principles with
their modern children. Iam a Jew,
and my hope is in the covenants of
the fathers. If vou nations who are
not numbered in that covenant wish
to be blessed, it must be in that cove-
nant, and I no other way ; and you
cannot bring me any other standard
that is a lawful one. You may teach
me Christianity, as you call it; you may
iry to govern me by a republican go-
vernment, as you call it; and tem thou-
sand other things ; but when you have
taught them all to me, neither for
your fire, your sword, your govern-
ment, your religion, your threats, nor
anything else will I ever embrace any
other system but the standard, the
covenant, in which all my nation, all the
Ten Tribes and the scattered remnants
can be blessed ; a covenant that will
look them up, with all the Gentile
world : and raise all the ancients from
the dead, and by which all can sit down
together in the same kingdom, and
be governed by the same principles,
covenants, laws, and ordinances for
ever.” That is the stubbornness I
should have in my nature, if I were a
‘ew.  And the blood that flows quick
through my veins tells me I am not
one whit behind the Jew ; it tells me
I'am of the seed of Abraham, Isaae,
and Jacob; therefore I am just about as
hard as they are to believe in anything
but a full and complete standard, a
development of that system which will
organize me and my house, andtall
the people, whether Jew or Gentile,
that will embrace it, in all the world,
if they will repent. I read it, in so
many words of the good old Prophet,
that “ the nation and kingdom that
will not serve thee shall perish ; yea,
those nations shall be utterly wasted.”
I would say to king Agrippa, if he
were here to-day, * Believest thou the
Prophets?” If the world would believe,

stroy.

then, the whole of their kingeraft, and
priesteraft, and confused systems would
soon pass away, and the covenant
made with Abraham, Isaae, and Ja-
cobjiand to which the Prophets, Jesus,
and the Apostles looked forward, would
be established.

“When ye see these things come
to pass, know ye that the kingdom of
God is nigh at hand.” Is it a system
of government, to organize and gather
the people ? Yes, a people that will
not have their heads cut off any more
by that government that has deceived
the whole world, and drunk the blood
of the Suints of the Most High. It
is a kingdom that the wicked will not
be permitted again to possess or de-
How shall we look for it ? It
will be one of the smallest of govern-
ments upon this earth, to which a
grain of mustard seed is brought as a
comparison. When we see the signs
in the sun, moon, and stars, and
among different nations, it proves

that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand ; we way then begin to look

around for it. 'We must not look to
Russia, or to England, to become this
kingdom, but to the smallest of the

governments in this world, one so small

that it is compared to a grain of
mustard seed. Where must we look
for it ? In the very spot where it has
room to grew, and in its smallness be
oWed with weeds and plants
Kinds ; so we must look for
its organization, establishment, and
development in some country where
that little few compose the majority,
and should rule. Now with these
great characteristics, and plain diree-
tions, which any man can gather
from the Bible, we need not look
to any other place where we may find
this kingdom. Then among the
Saints right here, where they compose
the majority, where there is not an-
other larger government, where they
aré hemmed in with mountains, and
can establish peace, and a kingdom,

—
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and a government, and a law. “Well,”
says one, ‘‘ you area republican govern-
ment; how does that chime in with
the word kingdom ?"” It matters not
as to the outward name, whether it
takes the name of republic or king-
dom, or this, that, or the other ; it is
not the name that does the business.
Woe call England a monarchy, because
its Presidency perpetually comes from
one line, it is hereditary. We call
the United States a republican govern-
ment, because they put in a man to
rule, and put him out once in four
years. 1 have been in both countries,
and lived and acted more or less un-
der the two governments. 1 went to
England with a good deal of preju-
dice ; for 1 was brought up to believe
that a republican government was the
only good governmentin the world, and
the British were made to be killed off.
‘When my brother Orson began to
speak at all, the first word which I
can remember he ever said, was—
““ Why,dad's gone to shoot the British.”
So I must have gone there more or less
prejudiced against that government.
What is the fact, against all these pre-
judices of early life? It is, that go-
vernment is tolerably good in both
, countries. The United States have
the best institutions of the two, but I
tell you, if they had carried them out
better for us, we might have been
here, not so poor as we a‘d&y. 1
like England the better of the two;
not because her institutions are bet-
ter, but because theyare carried out bet-
ter. A government well carried out
is better than any other form of go-
vernment not carried out. You may
spread your forms on paper, but paper
will lie & long time before it will take
off a man's head for breaking the
law.

Here we are, and, thank God for it,
a small government, you may call it a
republican government, or what you
please ; but the spirit, and Gospel,
and law, and principles of union are
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here, and nobody can help it. There
is no law against unity, against being
baptized, against receiving the admi-
nistration of angels, or the keys of the
Apostleship, against laying hands on
others that men may be filled with the
Holy Ghost. There is no law against
these things, thank God. This makes
us united, 1t makes us do our duty, and
remain in the spirit of oneness and in
faith, operating diligently upon the
principles developed by revelation up-
on revelation, and precept upon pre-
cept, and law upon law, and truth upon
truth. We find ourselves a govern-
ment organized upon these great prin-
ciples, and a government in peace.
This government has to maintain its
character, and become a standard,
having developed in it every principle
for the salvation of the living and the
dead ; to hold the keys of the Priest-
hood that bear rule in heaven, on
earth, and in hell, and maintain a
people built upon it, which is all ne-
cessary in order to become a standard.
To this the TenTribes will look, to this
will look the scattered remmnants that
are aware of the promise to Abraham,
that in his seed, and not in some other
Priesthood and lineage, shall all the
nations and people of the earth be
blessed. Where should they look, if
we were to be scattered abroad, if we
should come to a standstill, and stick
our stakes, and say to the Almighty
and to His servants— Ve will do
this, and that, and that is what we
will not do, but we will go our own
way 2” Suppose now the spirit of
propBecy should descend upon the Ten
Tribes of Israel, and they smite the
mountains of ice by the word of God,
and the mountains flow down, and
their Prophets travel abroad to search
the world through, for they have seen
the signs in the heavens, and they feel
like the wise men of the east as they
inquired for the Saviour ; suppose the
Ten Tribes come and inquire—*“Whers
is the Temple of God, for we have
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seén the signs in the heavens ; where
shall we find it?” and we were to scatter
and divide, and lose the Spirit of God,
and become sectarians, or something
worse ; the Ten Tribes would then have
to search with a lighted candle, and
could not find the Temple here, and
I defy them to find it anywhere else.

‘“ Now, then, brother Pratt, we have
embraced all this good Gospel, which
vou tell about. We have been bap-
tized, we bhave come into the new
and everlasting covenant, we are
one, our sins are forgiven us, and
we have received a. portion of the
Holy Ghost.” Having availed our-
selves of all these things, what we
are, as individuals, we have gained
together as number one and two, and
all are justified together, and the com-
mon 1nterests of the kingdom are
carried out. Some may say, * There
are warmer climates than this, why
not go to them, and accommodate
ourselves better than we can here?
Besides that, there are places where
men get more gold and silver, and
can buy sugar, fruit, &c., where wood
is plentiful, and where the country
presents more beautiful scenery, and
1s more like Paradise than this place is;
the whole earth is before us, why
can we not go and possess it where
we please ? Why can we not go and
serve ourselves awhile, and let the
kingdom of God take care of itself,
or let these good, pious Elders and
Apostles that are so attached to it,
take care of it ?” If it is right for you
to set your minds upon warmer cli-
mates, upon more convenient timber,
and upon making money, then it is
right for every one of us to do the
same. If it is right for you, it is
right for our President, and his Coun-
cil, and the Twelve, and everybody
else. If each person should get his
own way. go to where the climate will
suit him best, where there are a mar-
ket and all other conveniences, I want
to know, then, where the kingdom of
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God is? What worldly government
could you live under, as the kingdom
of God, when you had satisfied these
desires 7 Just point your finger to
the place, on this wide earth, where
there is any better climate than this,
any better market than this, where
the staple necessaries and convenien-
cies of life exist in greater abundance
than they do here. Point your finger
to such a place, and convince me by
mathematical demonstration that this

people can live there, and be a majo-

rity there, and reign there, and main-
tain the kingdom of God there, and 1
am not sure but I will go with you,
and, I believe, the President will, and
I think the Lord would be pleased
with it. If we had such a place, and
could go and enjoy it, who cares?
The less time it will take to get a
living, the more time we shall have
to attend to the teaching of others,
and the more convenience to gather
them to it. I do not know that the
Lord would have any objection to it,
if you could name such a place.
What kind of a government is there
out yonder, west of us? The very
scum floods out of the United States
into that goodly land, that golden
conntry ; there is a concentration of
jargon, ignorance, folly, corruption,
and abomination, all gathered together
m one focus, and then corrupting
itself after being made of corruption.
A Saint of God might put all the ad-
vantages of climate, timber, soil, trade,
and money together in the world, and
he could not live under that govern-
ment. Why did you not stop in
Rome, and serve God there ? You
were in a fine country, a salubrious
climate, the timber was handy, and
you possessed a delightful situation.
Why ? Because the Apostles could
not live under the Roman Govern-
ment without being killed ; and how
could you do it without sharing the
same fate ? If you did live in Rome,
you cannot.say that the government
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is according to the covenant made
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Why
not stay in England? It is a fine
climate, and, in many respects, it has
a good soil, with trade, and plenty of
coal for fuel. Why not stay in the
United States, where you can get su-

gar for three cents. per pound ? Why |

did you ever leave your countries,
your native homes, to come here ?
Look at these snow-clad mountains,
and naked plains—Ilook at the scarcity
of timber, and the difficulty of travel-
ling such a distance to get here, and
so far from any market. Bless your
sonl, you will not find conveniencies
in the world, anywhere, handier than
they are here! Why not stay where
you were? * Why,” you say, “1
thought I should get a little instruc-
tion here, that I could not get any-
where else: but, having got that
instruction, I thought to enjoy it, and
go where I pleased.” My view of the
subject is this—to gather, and stay
gathered, to be organized into the go-
vernment of God, and call it what
" you please as to nmame. They used
the word kingdom in ancient times,
meaning nothing more nor less than
government. We should stay gather-
ed, and count one in schools, in meet-
ings, in paying tithing, in paying
taxes, in acting our part as members
of the community ; count one when
men are needed, if necessary, to go
against the savages ; count one 1n in-
fluence, in beauty, in spirit, in faith,
and in works; to build Temples, to
attend to the ordinances, and admi-
nister to the living and the dead, and
set an example worthy of imitation.
What would a million of people do if
‘they were all doing this, under one
covenant, being actuated by the same
spirit, baptized by one baptism ? They
would be a million of that faith, a
million of that spirit, a million
“of that light and truth, a million
possessing the very powers of peace,
and heaven, and Zion in. their bo-
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What would they do ? Why,
the world itself would see their light.
Like a lighted candle on a candlestick,
it could mnot be hid. Do you want
riches? This is gold, it is silver,
it is clothing., it is bone, it is si-
new, it is industry and power. It
will come flowing to you like a
flowing stream. Your Apostles and

your Iirst Presidency, instead of

being perplexed with the carés of this
world, as to how to plow their fields,
or build their eabins, would not have
time scarcely to go out of yonder tem-
ple to get their breakfast, if we had
the temple built. To a people thus
consolidated, nations of the earth would
come. The kings and queens, and
governors and rulers, and a great
many of the house of Israel, and peo-
ple of influence and power out of all
nations, would come. They would say,
“ The Lord is there, the power of God
is there ;" and if they had any money
they would make a deposit of it there,
for the nations would be breaking up,
and the people would want to escape
with their life from war, and distress of
nations. The people would say, *There
is where we will go to find safety,
for there the inhabitants live in union,
they have the light of eternal truth,
while other people are in darkness and
ignorance without measure. Those
happy people know how to unite and
defend themselves: it is not their
numbersthat constitute their strength,
but it is their union, and, of course,
their numbers have an mfluence.”

If one man is mighty, there are
more mighty. If a man wants the
riches of time and eternity, let him
have a good government, education,
and the laws of heaven to bring up
his children in the right way. He
never will get rich as fast as he would
if he co-operated with the kingdom of
God. You know when anything 1s
wanted of me, I am on hand all the
time, though there wounld not be a
man you could hire. Men will go %o
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California, to the States, or anywhere
else, but you could not get them to
do it ordinarily without hiring them.

But if you appoint them to take a}

mission without purse or serip, the
same as an angel, they will go to hell,
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if the Lord will give them a mission
there, and be mighty glad to get back
as soon as they have done if.

I have detained you too long. May
the Lord bless you. Amen.

WHERE THE WICKED GO—CONTINUAL OPPOSITION TO
AND PREJUDICE AGAINST THE TRUTH—THE JUDGES

AND THE DELEGATE OF

UTAH—THE SPIRIT OF GOD

AND THE SPIRIT OF THE WORLD—POTENCY OF TEHE

GOSPEL.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT B. YOUNG IN

.

THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JUNE 19, 1853.

I do not feel like making a mili-
tary or a political speech on the pre-
sent occasion ; but I wish to say a
few words in reference to some of the
items that have occupied the tongue
and the lips of so many of this com-
munity.

The expression, & Old Zechariah
Taylor is dead and in hell, and I am
glad of it,” which the returning offi-
cers, in their Report, alleged was said
by me, I do not know that L ever
thought of, until I heard Brocchus
himself mention it on the stand in
the Old Bowery. When he made the
statement there, I simply bore testi-
mony to the truth of it. Dut until
then, I do not know that it ever came
into my mind whether Taylor was in
hell or not, any more than it did that
any other wicked man was there. 1
suppose he is where all the ignorant
wicked are gone, and where they will
continue to go. The Bible declares
that the Lord Almighty turns the

wicked into hell, with all the nations
that forget God. But 1 did not sup-
pose that Zechariah Taylor could be
classed with, those that forget God,
for he never knew anything about
Him. I am confident that such a
thing was never mentioned by me.

When wicked men die—Zechariah
Taylor, or any other wicked man, they
go to hell. "This has been explained
to a congregation in this hall by
Elder Hyde, and also in the Frontier
Guardian. 1f as good a man as Jesus
Christ went to hell, we may well ex-
pect that a wicked and ungodly man
will go there to atone for his sins.
Enough upon that matter : suffice it
to say, that all, when they die, go
somewhere ; and if the people want to
know particularly where they are
‘going when they die, let them read
the Bible and learn. As for this peo-
ple, as for the disturbances and Re-
ports of the returned judges, as for
the say so of one nation, and all the




