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to much. Wives, let your husband'’s
stores alone, if they have not commit-
ted them to your charge. Husbands,
commit that to your wives that belongs
to them, and never search their boxes
without their consent. I can boast of
this. I have lived in the marriage
relation nearly thirty years, and I
never was the man to open my wife's
chest, without her consent, except
once, and that was to get out a like-
ness that I wanted on the instant,
and she was not at home to get it for
me. That was the first time I ever
opened a trunk in my life, that belong-
ed to my wife, or to my child. The
child’s little chest, with its contents,
1s as sacred to him, as mine is to me.
If this principle were strictly carried
out by every man, woman, and child
among the Saints, it would make them

a blessed people indeed. We should
seek to preserve our neighbour’s horse
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or ox from starving in the cold of win-
ter, and if we see any of his property
in jeopardy, we should be as careful
of it as if it were our own ; our object
should be to save every thing we can,
both of our neighbour’s and our own,

Let every man pay his just debts,
The editor of the News has published
a piece in the paper about owing no
man anything ; read it, reflect upon
and practise it. I can owe every
body everything ; that is one side of
the matter, and to pay everybody is
the other. I mean to owe every man
a debt of gratitude.

I Mave perhaps spoken too long.
I have given you all a text to preach
upon, and to act upon in your lives ;
do it faithfully, and it will do you
good.
May the Lord God of Israel bless
you, and save you in His kingdom, is
my prayer. Amen.

~ADVICE TO IMMIGRANTS.

AX ADDRESS DELIVERED BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS, AT THE GENERATL
CONFERENCE, GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, OCTOBER 06, 1853.

Brethren and Sisters—It seems to
have fallen to my lot this afternoon to
speak to you. Whether 1 may speak
lengthily, or occupy but a short time,
will be as I am led and dictated by
the Holy Spirit.

1 rejoice in the opportunity, for
many reasons. The first and greatest
18, it is a blessing for a man who is
called of God to teach the people, to
exercise himself in his office and call-
ing, and try to magnify it, for he is
thereby made a blessing to the people,
and is himself edified, often, yea, I

may say generally, quite as much as.
they are.

I rejoice this afternoon in the pri-
vilege of meeting so many of my
brethren who have just arrived from
the old country. I behold faces in
the congregation with whom I have
within a few years past been wont to
assemble in England, in Scotland, in
Wales, and in other places. There
we used to rejoice together. The
Spirit and power of God rested upon
us while we contemplated the things
of God, that are calculated to pre-
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pare us for the life which is ‘to

come.

I feel to congratulate you, my breth-

ren, who have newly come in, and who
constitute se goodly a number of my
hearers this afternum:;!:{mn your safe
arrival in these beautiful valleys; for
you have now accomplished one of the
greatest undertakings of your lives.
Once, had you been told that you
would forsake father, mother, breth-
ren, sisters, kindred, and friends, and
that you would do it under the stig-
matized appellation of *“ Mormon™— to
come so great a distance, to traverse
one-third of the circumference of the
globe, it would have been as incredi-
ble to you as to any of us. While you
were near the close of this great task,
doubtless some felt that had it been
one hundred miles further, they scarce-
ly could have endured to the end of
the journey; yet, to some of us, this
wonderful, great undertaking is but a
small thing ; we have done it several
times, and expect to do it many times
more. I congratulate you, however,
on your having accomplished the task,
and feel, as your brother in the Lord,
to welcome you here in the midst of
God's people, and to pray with sin-
cerity that the spirit of Zion may
rest upon you.

You have come to this place with
feelings and views as varied as the
degree of faith in, and knowledge you
have of, the Gospel, and the measure
of spirit in which you walk. ~There
are some who, in their own estimation,
are well qualified and fully prepared
to judge of the propriety and impro-
priety of everything that exists here ;
and such, while they may find some
few things answer pretty well, will
find many things which, in their opi-
nion, are not right, and really need
reformation.

Brethren, you who have just arri-
ved in the Valley, I wish to direct my
words to you this afternoon, to sound
a word in your ears that may not be
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lost upon you, and it is worth your
while to hearken to it. You may dwell
in this society, and never know what
manner of spirit you are of, nor the
power of God that dwells in the Priest-
hood in your midst ; and, on the other
hand, you may come here in a right
frame of mind, and hearken to the
Spirit of God through the man whom
He has appointed to watch over us,
and know that the words of all God’s
servants are the words of life to vou ;
and their faces will shine with wisdom
in your eyes. If you possess this
frame of mind, you will be prepared
to drink in intelligence from day to
day, from their counsel and examples,
that will lead vou on in the bright
and shining way that was discoursed
upon this morning.

In the first place, I will offer a
word to all, whether they are mecha-
nics or common labourers. No mat-
ter what calling you may follow In
life, you have need, at this juncture
of your existence, to observe and trea-
sure up one thing carefully and faith-
fully in your minds, namely, if you
live a proper life before the Lord, you
know that you have the fellowship of
His Spirit, so that you know your
prayers are heard and answered, be-
cause you receive the things you ask
for. If you live so as to always have
the witness of the good Spirit, you
will be saved to-day and every day,
and thus it will constantly be well
with you. But if you are heedless of
this day, and calculate on to-morrow,
you have no assurance that you will
realize your hopes to-morrow. The
only certain stepping stone to the
great good you may have to-morrow
in the midst of this people is, that you
be faithful to your covenants with
God, and secure thereby the fellowship
of the Spirit, and walk in the counsels
of it to-day ; if you do this, you will
have the good that is for you to mor-
Tow.

If you have come into this place

.
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nearly penniless, and, in many res-
pects, comparatively destitute, and
with no one to take you by the hand,
or your friends are not here, or, if they
are, and do not hail you as you think
they ought, be of good cheer, and let
not vour hearts besad, knowing you are
doing right, and have gathered accord-
ing to the word of the Lord.

If you look about you and see the
Saints who have been here some years,
and the choice locations taken up by
them, and you are still at the foot of
the hill apparently, do not fret your
souls ; remember that those brethren
made the roads to this place, killed
the snakes, or gently turned them out
of their path, made the bridges, open-
ed the kanyons, made the fences,
ploughed the ground, and worked in
the wet and cold, in the midst of hun-
ger and privation, to the best of their
ability, more than any portion of this
people have. Have they not worked
to obtain what they have now got? If
you look at if with a single eye, it is
marvellous to see the kingdom of God
at this day. After being here only
six years; after being driven from
Nauvoo, and suffering the toils of a
wilderness life among savages and
wolves, to see it at the present time
is indeed comforting and cheering ;
the aspect is promising beyond all
we could have anticipated, or almost
what could have been wished. Does
it not make your souls rejoice in the
Lord, that He has established His

ople, and to realize that you are

lessed above measure in having a
name and a place in this city or ter-
ritory 2 You are better off this after-
noon in this place, in rags, and beg-
ging your bread, than in England,
Scotland, or Wales, earning one hun-
dred pounds per annum. You would
there be dwelling among the cloudy
mists of Babylon, where you dare not
say your souls were your own. You

could make but little advancement in

vour holy religion there : but here you
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can receive words of life from those
whom God has appointed to lead His
people into the way of salvation. Be
careful now, that the good Spirit which
has accompanied you in the old world,
and dwelt with you in the ship across
the sea, and has sustained you and
your teams while crossing the plains
—Dbe careful that you retain it, and
make it your counsellor here.

I know how natural it is for the
Saints who come from abroad to be
very diligent in inspecting God's peo-
ple, to see if they are as righteous as
they ought to be ; but they forget they
have a duty to perform to themselves.
As one of old said, “ the eye 1s nof
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with
bearing,” but they forget to look af
themselves ; the spirit of murmuring
and complaining takes possession of
them, and you may see them wander:
ing about in sorrow, affliction, and
grief; and what is worse than all;
they have brought it upon themselves,
because they have not retained the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit through
faithfulness of conduct, and away they
go to California. I felt to speak these
things to you, that you might be ad-

monished at the present time'to faiths |

fulness, and that you might rejoice in

the assembly of God's people, that you

had been brought over the mountains
to this place in safety. I feel to mag
nify the name of the Lord to see so
many of you, and pray that those whe
are still journeying on the plains may
be safely brought in. |

In coming here, you cannot, as in-
dividuals, know all things that are be.
fore you. You are now dwelling in a
society that differs from any you ever
dwelt in. The circumstances of life
are all different, and the business ar
rangements different, to those you
have been used to in the old country.
It is necessary that you look about
you for a season, find out whom you
are among, and know the condition
and nature of the elements and state
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of the society, that you may drop into
business through the fellowship of
your brethren and sisters, and take
hold with them in the different branches
of business that are carried on here
for the comforts of life. You Elders,
who have been in that country, preach-
ing and building up Branches of the
Church there ; you that have taken
up your cross, and gone from your
homes, and warned the inhabitants
of the earth where you have labour-
od, the Lord went with you, when
you went in the name of Jesus; His
Spirit was upon you, and you were
the means of building up Churches,
and of doing much good in various
ways ; that same Spirit will be with
you when you go to labour in the
kanyons, or do anything else, if you
will nourish it, and not cast it from
you. Peradventure in the kanyons
you may need its premonitions most
when your life or limb may be in jeo-
pardy. This, my brethren, is the
rock upon which many Saints split—
they leave the way of truth, they step
aside from the rugged path of duty
which they have been wont to walk
in, and, feeling a degree of ease and
safety, as they suppose, on arriving
here, they forget their prayers, and
that they have need to continue to in-
crease their fellowship with the Holy
Spirit; they leave off their duties,
and, ere they are aware of it, they are |
left to themselves.

It is said that the females are the
ones by whom the nations are ruled.
It is certain that the females have
necessarily great influence upon the
whole community, and espeeially upon
the rising generation. Allow me a
word with the sisters. In your asso-
ciations and visiting with those about
you, when you find a sister or brother
that can speak evil of dignities with
impunity, and can find fault with what
is being done by the Church, and can-
not do any good themselves, (for such

folks cannot do anything themselves
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but bark and snarl like the dog in the
manger,) when you get into the socie-
ty of such people, you will take notes;
if you do as I do, and seek the com-
pany of those who will speak well of

the brethren and sisters, and then you
may expect they will speak well of
you. When you associate with those
who speak well of the truth, their
counsels will edify you, and their words
will be seasoned with grace to your
edification and instruction, and the
clouds of adversity that rest down
upon you will vanish away.

You will find Saints living about
you, that have the good Spirit, and
can give you the word of comfort, and
take you by the hand and pour the
oil of consolation into your heart, and
do you good in the name of the Lord.
If you seek that kind of society, you
will tend upwards towards the mim
of light, in duty and intelligence. By
taking this course, you will be culti-
vating the same good Spirit in your
own hearts, that you see in the hearts,
examples, and general conduet of your
brethren and sisters around you, and
which is most conspicuous in those
who are called to lead and direct in
the Priesthood. On the other hand,
if you come in here, with the intention
to be right down sharp, careful to
watch and to eriticise your brethrem
very closely, you will find all the evil
you look for, and see imperfections
which the cloak of charity and good
will would have covered, had you pos-
sessed it yourself. You never were
among a people where men talked as
they meant, and meant what they said,
so near as in this place. If you feel
to take advantage of your brother or
your sister, you may, but it will net
be good for your soul ; it will be money
badly earned. But if you come here
with a frank and honest heart, and
prepared to speak and act without
hypoerisy, and just as you feel, you
will find yourselves among a comru-
nity of brethren and sisters that are
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If you look with your eyes, as I did
with mine when I came home from

- England, you will find your brethren

and sisters to be such kind of beings,
whose good works you will wish to
emulate,

Take the wisest course to grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of the
truth; and the only way is by attending
diligently to your prayers, and walking
in the light of God's Spirit. You
will find that condescension in the
hearts of your brethren, that love and
charity abounding in their bosoms,
that if you are in adversity and need,
they will extend a helping hand, and
comfort you, and do you good, and
will not charge you one hundred per
cent interest either. T have to say that
if you have come to these valleys
determined, as for you and yours, to
serve the Lord, you will find it the
easiest thing in the world to fellowship
with those whose hearts run together
like two drops of water, and you will
be blessed, as also will those with
whom you associate. You have arrived
at a juncture of your life where two
ways branch out ; if you wish to tra-
vel downward, the great depot of that
route is California; if upward, the
great depot on that road is this city,
these men that surround me in this
stand. You do not know what you
may be called upon to do. 1 do not
know what I may be called upon to
do before this Conference comes to a
close, in addition to what is already
laid upon me here at home. It is
nec to be always ready; and if
you live as you ought, you will always
be ready, and nothing will come wrong
to you; and if you always live that
way, you may always be as happy as
you wish to be.

*+ The work we are called unto in these
last days, calls upon us not to narrow
our minds down to the building of a
piece of fence, to the enclosing of a
piece of land, or to the putting up of
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- ready to aid, comfort, and bless you.

a house, alone: but it is our duty
while seeking to make an inheritance
here, to reach out our prayers in faith
and supplication for the general good,
and with becoming liberality feel aftep
those who are to enjoy the same bles.
sings we enjoy.  We have our duties
to ourselves and families to perform,
and our daily and hourly duties to ouy
God ; but there is a duty we owe, in
common with all God's people, to
those who are not yet gathered from
the house of bondage. How many of
the Israel of God are there sitting in
darkness, in distant nations, that haye
not the light proclaimed to them?
Have we come home here to sit down
in ease, and let them go down to the
grave in ignorance ? 1f we have, we
mistake the matter, and in the end
will find we shall come short of that
glory and reward we anticipate. You
have come here to obtain inherit-

ances for yourselves and families, and

for your generations for ever, in

righteousness, as God shall give you

power to do. - You have, in connexion
with this, to build up the kingdom of

God, to pay tithing, and be ready to
fill every office and duty that is put
upon you, making the kingdom of =

God the first and foremost in your

affections and attention,and yourselves -

and families a secondary considera-
fion ; and this Gospel has to be borne
off among the nations of the earth.

How good it is for us to hear, by
the monthly mails, how many there
are continually witnessing afar ofl te
the forgiveness of sins through the
Gospel. We ought to remember them,
and be prepared for whatever may be
expected at our hands in those far off
regions. Let us not settle down and
become sordid in our affections to any.
thing earthly. ‘It is our duty to seek
first the kingdom of God, and the pro-
mise is that other things shall be added
unto us.

The Lord has manifested His readi-

ness, and determination of purpose, to
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pour out knowledge and intelligence
upon His people, as fast as they are
prepared to receive it. Since 1 left
you the last time in the old country,
the revelations of the Lord have been
sent forth, which had never before
been made public, and we have all
been led along by degrees in the
knowledge of hite and salvation.  Yet
a great ‘amount of advancement has
vet to be made while we are in the
flesh, greater duties are rolling upon
us as flbt as we can I‘El‘fﬂl m those we
are already engaged in. We look
around us here upon the house of Is-
rael, the Lamanites, and while our
hearts are opened towards them for
good, they are not backward to ad-
minister death to our brethren. Is
this always going to be so? No. The
Lord God will work upon them in His
own way, until they become one with
us in building up the kingdem of
God.

The Priesthood in the last days has
to be manifested in sufficient power
to bear off the kingdom of God triunm:-
phant, that all Israel may be gathered
and saved. If all Israel will not be
sanctified by the law which their
Moses first offers them, they will per-
adventure receive a law of ordinances
administered to.them, not according
to the power 0 ﬂ' endless life. Men
will be saved in the last days
former days, according to theu' fa.lth
and wi s to receive the word of
Gﬁe 1 walk in it.

‘may speak in terms of wénder
and admiration of what has been done,
and yet where shall these things grow
to? They must grow until they
spread over all the face of the earth,
and control the powers that exist upon
it. There must be other revelations
fulfilled in our return to Jackson
County, and building up the New
Jerusalem there ; the Lor e us
for that day, that we may be able to
stand the exhibition of glory that will
there be made manifest. Defore that
- No. 21. -
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comes to pass, something must be
done here, there is a temple to be
built in this city. You, brethren, who
received your blessings and endow-
ments in the temple that was built in
Nauvoo, have been made witnesses of
the wisdom and power that have gone
forth to the nations of the earth from
that place, and of the power that was
realized in the quorums of the Priest-
hood ; no tide of oppression could be
raised powerful enough to bear down
the authorities of God's kingdom ; we
see the wicked who came to rnle us
turned back to their own place, and
the Priesthood appears greater than
the powers of earth. The powers of
the Priestood must be made manifest
before the eyes of all the world, and
become transcendently above every
other influence. You have suregrounds
for confidence, for every step and
cvery turn this Church makes, is cal-
culated to increase confidence ; and if
we live so as to have our eyes washed
with the eye-water of the 1, we
can ourselves realize the rapid growth
of Christ’s kingdom, and the growth of
grace in ourselves and in others neces-
sary to lead us on to perfection. You
have come here to cultivate perfection
in yourselves in the name of the Lord ;
and if you do that, and try to be use-
ful, and willing to do anything here or
in | anywhere else you are instructed to do,

you will be made fit for the perfnrmm
ance of any essential good in the
kingdom of God.

Well then, brethren and sisters,
while all is auspicious around us, and
everything calculated to encourage u
to do good, let us be up and doing, and

y to kee commandments of
Gud with hearts. and we shall
find it easier and easier to do it. Let
us be prﬂpared always for every duty
that 1s laid upon us, and the grace of
God will be sufficient for us under
every circumstance.

When I was called to preside i
England, I felt as thuugh I never

Vol. L
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could magnify that calling, it appeared
too great for me. But if we feel
right, we shall feel like the Prophet
of old, the Spirit of the Lord will be
sufficient for us in the performance of
every duty. I pray that the spirit of
Zion may be given to you who have
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newly come in, that you may go on'
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vour way rejoicing, and be able to do

the will of God here and abroad. May
the blessings of God be and abide upon
you by day and by night, and increase
you on the earth, in blessings and
riches for ever, is the prayer of your
brother Franklin.

GATHERING THE POOR—THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING
FUND—INGRATITUDE.

A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, IN THE TABER-

NACLE, AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 0, 1853.

1 wish to call the attention of this
Conference to an invitation I shall
give them, and wish to extend it to
the Saints in this valley and else-
where. I allude to the
the poor Saints.

Many of us are acquainted with the
circumstances of the Saints when they
came to this valley six years ago, also
five and four years ago. Were we to
go through this community and search
out the men, women, and children
who have come here on their own re-
sources, and those who have been
“helped here by the Perpetual Emigra-
“ting Fund, and by private individuals,
it would be seen that a large propor-
tion of the community have been
brought here thrnuih the assistance of
‘others. I will not say a majority
vhave come here under those circum-
stances, but there are thousands who
thave. Thousands of men, women,
snd children have been helped here
by the Perpetual Emigrating Fund
alone.

This 18 the subject to which I wish

| and the community at large.

'and contemplate it seriously.
gathering of |

‘put forth their hands to assist in
- gathering the poor, to give us their
'names and their means, during this

to call the attention of the Conference,
I wish
all to hearken to it, to reflect upon it,

I call upon those who have not yet

Conference, that we may raise a few
thousand dollars to be applied to
 this purpose. Suppose we should try
to raise as much as we did four years
ago, when we were in the midst of our
greatest poverty and distress—we had
just arrived here, and had scarcely
sufficient to sustain life ; notwithstand-
- ing these straightened circumstances,
at the first Conference we held in the
old Tabernacle, this subject was agita-
ted, and £5,700 in gold was raised,
and sent to gather in the poor. Dare I |
venture to flatter myself that we can
‘raise $5,000 or $6,000 this Confer-
~ence, to be applied to the same good
~purpose ? The people are better able
' to raise $§50,000 now, than they were
'to raise $5,000 then. Suppose we




