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and followed their teachings and ex-
ample. -

So much I wished o say to my
brethren and sisters. 'We have had a
splendid address from brother Hyde,
for which I am grateful. 1 feel in
my heart to bless the people all the
time, and can say amen to brother
Hyde's last remarks. I know just as
much about those matters as I want
to know, and if I do not know more,
it is because there is no more of it In
the city. It is a hard matter for a
man to hide himself from me in this
Territory ; the birds of the air, they
say, carry news, and if they do not, I
have plenty of sources for informa.
tion.

I say to the congregation, treasure
up in your hearts what you have heard
to-night, and at other times. You will
hear more with regard to'the doctrine,
that is, our “Marriage Relations.”
Elder Hyde says he has only just
dipped into it, but, if it will not be
displeasing to him, I will say he has
not dipped into it yet; he has only
run round the edge of the field. He
has done so beautifully, and it will
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have its desired effect. But the whole
subject of the marriage relation is not
in my reach, nor in any other man’s
reach on this earth. It is without
beginning of days or end of years; it
is & hard matter to reach. We can
tell some things with regard to it; 1t
lays the foundation for worlds, for an-
gels, and for the Gods ; for intelligent
beings to be crowned with glory, im-
mortality, and eternal lives. In fact,
it is the thread which runs from the
beginning to the end of the holy Gos-
pel of salvation—of the Gospel of the
Son of God; it is from eternity to
eternity. When the vision of the
mind is opened, you can see a great
portion of it, but you see it compara-
tively as a speaker sees the faces of
a congregation. 'To look at, and talk
to, each individual separately, and
thinking to become fully acquainted
with them, only to spend five minutes
with each would consume too much
time, it could not easily be done. 5o
it is with the visions of eternity; we
can see and understand, but it is dif-
ficult to tell. May God bless you.
Amen.

ORGANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN,

A Discourse by President Brigham Youny, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salé
Lake City, February 6, 1853,

The organization of man, I suppose,
is one of the deepest and most pro-
found studies for philosophers and
theologians there is in nature. The

tion of man, embracing all

lived, and is 'a subject that daily oc-
cupies the thoughts and researches of
the more intelligent portion of the
children of men.

When we carefully notice the man-

the attributes and powers of his phy- | ner of our own reflections, it is a mar-
sical and mental constitution, is con- | vel and a wonder to us; and we are

sidered a miystery by the wisest and | apt to
most expert philosophers that have '.

say, Whatam T? Who am I?
d for what was I made? Who is



.

ORGANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF MAN,

the author of my existence ? Who
laid the foundation of and planned this
singular structure? It 1s a mystery
how this wonderful machinery works,
and how it is sustained to fulfil the
purpose of its creation! In reality,
however, there is no such thing as a
mystery but to the ignorant. We
may also say, there 1s no such thing,
in reality, as a miracle, except to those
who do not understand the *“ Alpha
and Omega ” of every phenomenon
that is made manifest. To a person
who thoroughly understands the rea-
son of all things, and can trace from
their effects to their true causes, mys-
tery does not exist. Yet the physical
and mental existence of man is a great
mystery to him.

In the experience of our lives we
are taught many principles that are
worthy the attention of the most intel-
ligent on earth. The first great prin-
ciple that ought to occupy the atten-
tion of mankind, that should be un-
derstood by the child and the adult,
and which is the main spring of all
action, (whether people understand it
or not,) is the principle of improve-
ment. The principle of increase, of
exaltation, of adding to that we already
possess, is the grand moving prineiple
and cause of the actions of the chil-
dren of men. No matter what their
pursuits are, in what nation they were
born, with what people they have been
associated, what religion they profess,
or what politics they hold, this is
the main spring of the actions of the
people, embracing all the powers
necessary in performing the duties of
life.

This is the lesson we should study.
The powers of our minds and bodies
should be governed and controlled in
that way that will secure to us an eter-
nal increase. While the inhabitants
of the earth are bestowing all their
ability, both mental and physical, up-
on perishable objects, thm who profm
to be Latter-day Saints, who have the

i

1) |
privilege of receiving and understand-
ing the principles of the holy Gospel,

are in duty bound to study and find
out, and put in practice in their lives,
those principles that are calculated to
endure, and that tend to a continual
increase in this, and in the world to
come, All their earthly avocations
should be framed upon this principle.
This alone can insure to them an ex-
altation ; this is the starting point, in
this existence, to an endless progres-
sion, All the ideas, cogitations, and
labors of man are circumscribed by
and incorporated in this great prin-
ciple of life. |
When we duly reflect upon the co-
gitations of our own minds, when we
look upon the people called Latter-day
Saints, upon the earth on which we
stand, and upon the mighty universe
around us, by the light of the Spirit of
truth in our minds, we marvel with
astonishment. When the light that
lighteth every man that cometh into
the world, illuminates the understand-
ing, and exposes to view the true or-
der of the works of the Framer of the
Universe, so that they can contem-
plate the great first cause of all things,
and then look upon the grovelling
pursuits of mortals, and their anxiety
to obtain that which will perish, at
the expense of the more enduring sub-
stance, every person must be struck
with astonishment beyond measure.
The human family are like so many
children that have just learned how to
walk, in the eyes of a person whose
mind has been opened by the light of
the Holy Ghost. The sage, grey
headed grandfathers, and those of few-
er years, but not of less |
and wisdom, have 'daﬂd tha art-
ness of children to possess
and often something t.hnt ﬂonld
their sure destruction if they ubtajned
it. So it is with the inhabitants of
the world. A company of little chil-
dren at play is a perfect miniature pic-
ture of the life of man: ‘ Give mé
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this, and give me that ; and I want to
have the other thing;” still you are
not willing I should possess it; and
the parent knows that often its posses-
sion would be an injury. Or when
one child sits down in a little chair,
another one will cry because of it,
without receiving the least injury. If
you place a plate of apples or plums
before a child of three or four years old,
he will not be content with one, or
two, or with as many as he can hold,
but he will try to grasp the whole
plate full with his little fingers, drop-
ping one, and taking up another, un-
til he has scattered and wasted them,
and at last be contented to sit down
and eat one, that is, if the rest of the
children have not any but himself ; or
else cry, when he has as many as he
can hold, because he can not hold
them all. The little girl will cry for
the needle she sees her mother work-
ing with, and when she has got it,
handle it to her injury ; and the little
boy will cry for the razor he sees
his father using.

It is so with many of the brethren
and sisters ; they cry for the razor.
These inconsistent desires of early
childhood for trifling things, are ex-
hibited in the human family, after
they have arrived to maturer yaa.rﬂ.
They may be reaching after things of
weightier importance than the child,
but when they are compared with eter-
nal matters, they are just as trifling ;
and to the mind that is instrueted,
that has been touched with the light
of eternal truth, they appear even
more foolish than children, because we
expect better things of them. As a
general thing, the men of eighty years
of age are as contracted in their minds,
as to a knowledge of the true princi-
ples of life, and the end and purpose
of their being, as little children only
two and three years old are of the
business that occupies the attention of
the City Council or the Legislature of
the Stﬂ.te
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The thousand-and-one inconsisten-
cies of childhood have their el in
the actions and doings of many of this
people. Theatrical companies try to
exhibit traits of human life; but a
better stage cannot be than the world,
nor better actors than men, to a man
of understanding. It is pleasing and
instructing to see certain characters
personified upon the boards of a thea-
tre which is managed upon righteous
principles. A prominent feature of
the human world was most admirably
portrayed by our performers the other
evening, in the melo-drama called
“The Serious Family.” When the
mother told the daughter to say to
the friend of her husband, they had
no spare rooms in the house, the
danghter replied, * Shall I tell a lie 7"
“ Yes,” answered the old dame, “ if 7.
18 to promote our holy cause.” Do
anything, no matter what, whether it
is right or wrong, to gain the end we
wish, is the language of unenlightened,
unregenerate man. If the Lord Al
mighty should give the human family
their desire in full, they would not
keep the broad road to destruction,
but they would go across lots; quick
to hell.

It is not my intention to detain the
meeting long this afternoon ; but be-
fore I bring my remarks to a close, I
wish toimpress upon your minds some
few prominent items of our religion.
I can say truly that I am happy, and
rejoice exceadingly, and am thankful
beyond measure, that the items I wish
to notice are in a great degree adhered
to by this people as a whole. That I
may bring the matter before our minds
at once, I will repeat part of the
“ Mormon Creed,” viz., * Let every
man mind his own business.” If this
is observed, every man will have busi-
ness sufficient on hand, so as not to
afford time to trouble himself with
the business of other tﬁeuple- You
can now comprehend the whole dis-
course by the nature of the text.
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While brother Erastus Snow was
speaking, he made use of weedy gar-
dens as a comparison, to apply to
those who complained of other people’s
oardens,while their own were neglected.

1 will refer to the same idea. There!

are plenty of evils about our neigh-
bors ; this no person will pretend to
deny; but there 1s no man or woman
on the earth, Saint or sinner, but what
has plenty to do to watch the little
evils that cling to human nature, and
weed their own gardens. We are
made subject to vanity, and it is right.
We are made subject to the powers of
evil, which is necessary to prove all
things. We are apt to neglect our
own feelings, passions, and under-
takings, or in other words, to neglect
to weed our own gardens, and while we
are weeding our neighbor's, before we
are aware, weeds will start up and kill
the good seeds in our own. This is
. the reason why we should most strictly
attend to our own business.

I am happy to say that this people
do Increase in understanding, wisdom.
patience, and faith. It appears to me
much more easy for mankind to live
without sin, than with it. We have
been taught that it is contrary to na-
ture to live without sin. If a man
should spit in my face, it would be
natural for me to knock him down, or
in return spit in his face. But sup-
pose one should injure me in person,
or estate, and I should overlook it,
and show mercy to the individual, it
would cause him to reflect upon his
conduet, and show him the true bear-
ings of his unjust act, and make him
ashamed of it much better than if I
retaliated. If I were to pay him back
in his own coin, I should render my-
self worthy of what I have received.
If I bear an insult with meek patience,
and do not return the injury, I have
a decided advantage over my adver-
sary. And if the person is suscepti-
ble of feeling such a rebuke, he will
say, ‘1 have done wrong; my con-
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science condemns me, and my neigh-
bor, or my brother, did not retaliate.”
It at once causes the evil doer to re-
flect, and he will say, *““Why did I do
it ? The devil tempted me; T will go
and confess my sin to my neighbor,
for he is not disposed to return the
wrong, and he is a better person than
I am; and from henceforth I will
mind my own business, and keep a
guard upon my passions.” Is it not
better in all such cases to be guided
by that principle, than by the princi-
ple of retaliation ?

To illustrate still further. Suppose
A msults B, and B demands satisfae-
tion, and they agree to fight; they
meet and inflict upon each other blows
and injuries, and whip each other
right well. A, however, is the con-
queror, and B retires vanquished, in
shame and disgrace. He cannot any
longer remain in the same neighbor-
hood with his victorious enemy, and
therefore concludes to sell out, and
leave the place. Now suppose B had
borne the first insult, or injury, and
returned it only with good, instead of
trying to do A an injury; A would
have been completely conquered, and
B would have escaped a sound whip-
ping. Were we, one and all, to pur-
sue the latter course, quarrels would
soon cease in our community. As I
said, if we keep our own gardens clear
of weeds, our neighbors will take a
pattern by us, and produce from their
gardens greater quantities of fruit an-
other year.

Now, brethren and sisters, receive
the exhortation and counsel of brother
Snow, and profit by it ; and employ
the rest of your lives in good thoughts,
kind words, and good works. Shall I
sit down and read the Bible, the Book
of Mormon, and the Book of Cove-
nants all the time ? ” says one. Yes,
if you please, and when you have done,
you may be nothing but a sectarian
after all. Tt is your duty to study to
know everything upon the face of the
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earth, in addition to reading those]
books. We should not only study
good, and its effects upon our race,

but also evil, and its consequences. |

I make these remarks to lay the
foundation for principle in the minds
of the peogle; and if you do not yet
understand what I would be at, I will
try to illustrate it still further. For
example, we will take a strict, reli-
gious, holy, down country, eastern
Yankee, who would whip a beer barrel
for working on Sunday, and never
suffer a child to go into company of
his age—never suffer him to have any
assoclates, or permit him to do any
thing or know anything, only what
the deacon, priests, or missionaries
bring to the house ; when that child
attains to mature age, say eighteen or
twenty years, he is very apt to steal
away from his father and mother;
and when he has broken his bands,
you would think all hell was let loose,
and that he would compass the world
at once.

Now understand it—when parents
whip their children for reading novels,
and never let them go to the theatre,
or to any place of recreation and
amusement, but bind them to the
moral law, until duty becomes loath-
some to them; when they are freed
by age from the rigorous training of
their parents, they are more fit for
companions to devils, than to be the
children of such religious parents.

If I do not learn what is in the
world, from first to last, somebody
will be wiser than I am. I intend to
know the whole of it, both good and
bad. Shall 1 practise evil? Noj;
neither have I told you to practise it,
but to learn by the light of truth every
principle there is in existence in the
world.

Still further. When I was young,
I was kept within very strict bounds,
and was not allowed to walk more
than half-an-hour on Sunday for exer-

cise. The proper and necessary gam-
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bols of youth having been denied me,
makes me want active exercise and
amusement now. I had not a chance
to dance when I was young, and never
heard the enchanting tones of the vio-
lin, until I was eleven years of age;
and then I thought I was on the high
way to hell, if I suffered myself to
linger and listen to it. I shall not
subject my little children to such a
course of unnatural training, but they
shall go to the dance, study music,
read novels, and do anything else that
will tend to expand their frames, add
fire to their spirits, improve their
minds, and make them feel free and
untrammeled in body and mind. Let
everything come in its season, place
everything in the place designed for
it, and do everything in its right time.
And inasmuch as the Lord Almighty
has designed us to know all that is in
the earth, both the good and the evil,
and to learn not only what is in hea-
ven, but what is in hell, you need not
expect ever to get through learning.
Though I mean to learn all that is in
heaven, earth, and hell. Do I need
to commit iniquity to do it ? No. If
I were to go into the bowels of hell to
find out what is there, that does not
make it necessary that I should com-
mit one evil, or blaspheme in any way
the name of my Maker.

Do you mot suppose the Lord is
there, and knows all about it? I am
satisfied of it. If He is not there,
when the wicked inhabitants of the
earth begin to inquire where they shall
flee to escape from His presence, they
will find a hiding place in hell. If the
wicked wish to escape from His pre-
sence, they must go where He 1s not,
where He does not live, where His in-
fluence does not preside. To find such
a place is impossible, except they g
beyond the bounds of time and space

I have learned enough to be happy
when I am in the enjoyment of ths
blessings of the Lord. 'That is
great lesson for a man to learn. Ther.
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are two things that make this people
unhappy, if ever they are unhappy,
viz., themselves, and the spints
that are around them. This, how-
ever, will more particularly apply
to individuals, As a people, as a
community, there is not its parallel
to be found on the earth, for content-
ment and happiness. Will you make
vourselves happy ? You are greatly
blessed of the Lord, all the day long,
and should be happy ; but we are apt
to close our eyes against this fact, and
fancy ourselves miserable, when we
are actually blessed.

To make ourselves happy is incor-
porated in the great design_of man’s
existence. ~ I have learned not to fret
myself about that which 1 cannot
help. If1I can do good, 1 will do 1t ;
and if T cannot reach a thing, I will
content myself to be without it. This
makes me happy all the day long. I
wish you to learn the same profitable
Iesson. 'Who hinders you from being
happy ? from praying, and serving the
Tord as much as you please? Who
hinders you from doing all the good in
your power to do ? Who is there here,
to mar in any way the peace of any
Saint that lives in these peaceful val-
leys? Noone. It is for us to keep
our own gardens clean, and see we do
not harbor evil in our own hearts.
Were we to look into our own hearts,
and seek diligently to do all the good in
our power, and never commit an-
other evil while we live, what is there
to prevent us from being happy? 1
kknow there never lived a happier
people, upon the earth, I might venture
to say, because of the dispensation in
which we live; it brings joy, comfort,
and satisfaction to those who will re-
ceive it, that could not be realized by
any people who have lived before us.

Do we expect to see our children
grow up in darkness, and rebellion
agaimst the principles of the Gospel
of Christ? ‘Have you this thought

to worry your minds? No. The an-!
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cients had, and their souls were some-
times weighed down with sorrow on
this account. They saw their chil-
dren would leave the true Church,
transgress the laws, change the ordi-
nances, and break the everlasting co-
venant. This we have not to fear.
God has seen fit in our day to bring
forth the Priesthood again, even at
the eleventh hour—at the end of
summer—at the harvest time—at the
gatheringup of hissheep. At thistime,
or never, He has put forth His hand
to send the Gospel to all nations, and
gather the people together, and give
to the chosen of the Lord the inherit-
ance of the earth. Now what hinders
our being a happy people? I do not
see anything to hinder it.

I have a few words to say concern-
ing our spiritual labors. I cannot,
however, define any difference between
temporal and spiritual labors. 1 call
it spiritual to accommodate my lan-
guage to the ideas of the people.
Anything that pertains to the build-
ing up of the Lord’s kingdom on earth,
whether it be in preaching the Gospel,
or building Temples to His name, we
have been taught to consider a spirit-
ual work, though it evidently requires
the strength of the natural body to
perform it.

If the weather had been fine the
past week, we should have been ready
to have commenced excavating the
earth for the foundation of the Tem-
ple. When we call upon the brethren,
we wish them to be ready to obey the
call. Probably a week from to-mor-
row we shall call upon them to com-
mence this work. To satisfy those
who may wish to know the size of the
excavation, I will state that it will be
about 200 feet from east to west, and
from north to south a little less, and
from 16 to 20 feet deep. We expect
the mason work of the basement will
be 24 feet high, 16 feet below the
ground, and 8 feet above. That will
require considerable labor.
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‘We wish the excavation made, and
everything prepared to lay the corner
stones on the 6th day of April next,
if the Lord will ; and if the Lord will
not, I care not whether a stone is
laid here, or in any other place; 1
care as little about it as the snow birds
in our fields. All that concerns me,
is to do the work the Lord has for
me to-day; and if the work is de-
signed for to-morrow, I will prepare
for it to-day, so as to be ready to per-
form it to.morrow with alacrity.

I need not say anything more about
the Temple ; we shall accomplish that
work as expeditiously as we can. 1
might advance many profitable ideas
pertaining to business, if the brethren
who are men of business, and under-
stand what is needed in our case,
would listen, and profit by them.

I will say a word to the Seventies.

Some of them have incorrect notions
touching the Seventies’ Hall; and 1

wish them to understand, that the
Temple must be the first thing in our
thoughts ; and if I want all the funds
that have been collected for the Seven-
ties' Hall, for the erection of @
Temple, I calculate to use them. The
people need not expect us to give
them the easy circumstances the no-
blemen of the Gentile nations enjoy,
while there is so much for us to do
for the public good. There i1s more
before us to be done this year, than
will take five to accomplish. We are
not, however, going to do all things
this year; we are not going to finish
the Temple this year, but we will be-
gin it. The Lord requires all we
have to be devoted to His kingdom ;
and though it be but the widow's
mite, He can do as much with two
mites as we can with millions of
them.

May the Lord God of Israel bless
you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

CONSECRATION.

A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake
City, September 10, 1854.

By the request of our President, I
arise this afternoon for the purpose of
addressing you upon those subjects
that may be presented to my mind,
feeling joyful in my heart that I have
the opportunity.

I do not say, as many others may
have said, that it is a disagreeable
task, or a very great eross, for me to
address the Saints; this is not the
case ; it is a pleasure and a joy; and
I feel to esteem it as a blessing from
the hand of God, that I have the pri-
vilege from time to time of meeting

with His people, and speaking about
the great things that God has re-
vealed, which belong to our peace, |
happiness, and welfare, both here and
hereafter.

There is no other subject that I
care much about. As it regards earth-
ly things, temporal things, the riches
of this world, or the honors of this
world, I will not say they are of a
gecon nature to me, but they are
far beneath this ; though they may be
good in their place, yet my whole ob-
ject and design, delight and joy,




