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‘We wish the excavation made, and
everything prepared to lay the corner
stones on the 6th day of April next,
if the Lord will ; and if the Lord will
not, I care not whether a stone is
laid here, or in any other place; 1
care as little about it as the snow birds
in our fields. All that concerns me,
is to do the work the Lord has for
me to-day; and if the work is de-
signed for to-morrow, I will prepare
for it to-day, so as to be ready to per-
form it to.morrow with alacrity.

I need not say anything more about
the Temple ; we shall accomplish that
work as expeditiously as we can. 1
might advance many profitable ideas
pertaining to business, if the brethren
who are men of business, and under-
stand what is needed in our case,
would listen, and profit by them.

I will say a word to the Seventies.

Some of them have incorrect notions
touching the Seventies’ Hall; and 1

wish them to understand, that the
Temple must be the first thing in our
thoughts ; and if I want all the funds
that have been collected for the Seven-
ties' Hall, for the erection of @
Temple, I calculate to use them. The
people need not expect us to give
them the easy circumstances the no-
blemen of the Gentile nations enjoy,
while there is so much for us to do
for the public good. There i1s more
before us to be done this year, than
will take five to accomplish. We are
not, however, going to do all things
this year; we are not going to finish
the Temple this year, but we will be-
gin it. The Lord requires all we
have to be devoted to His kingdom ;
and though it be but the widow's
mite, He can do as much with two
mites as we can with millions of
them.

May the Lord God of Israel bless
you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

CONSECRATION.

A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake
City, September 10, 1854.

By the request of our President, I
arise this afternoon for the purpose of
addressing you upon those subjects
that may be presented to my mind,
feeling joyful in my heart that I have
the opportunity.

I do not say, as many others may
have said, that it is a disagreeable
task, or a very great eross, for me to
address the Saints; this is not the
case ; it is a pleasure and a joy; and
I feel to esteem it as a blessing from
the hand of God, that I have the pri-
vilege from time to time of meeting

with His people, and speaking about
the great things that God has re-
vealed, which belong to our peace, |
happiness, and welfare, both here and
hereafter.

There is no other subject that I
care much about. As it regards earth-
ly things, temporal things, the riches
of this world, or the honors of this
world, I will not say they are of a
gecon nature to me, but they are
far beneath this ; though they may be
good in their place, yet my whole ob-
ject and design, delight and joy,
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to do the will of God, to benefit the
children of men, and to seek after the
welfare, happiness, and peace, not
only of myself and family, but also of
the whole human race, as far as it is
within my power.

It does me good to return, after an
absence of two years, and again look
upon the faces of the brethren and
sisters ; there is something so differ-
ent in the expression of your counte-
nances from what we see abroad in
the world ; the principles of goodness,
of righteousness, of virtue, and of ho-
liness seem to be enstamped upon the
countenances of the Saints of the
living God; the spirit of meekness,
of sobriety, of solemnity—a Godlike
spirit is reflected in every feature of
those who are truly good, which seems
to carry peace, happiness, and joy to
the hearts of those who gaze upon
them with the same spirit. But after
all, brethren, we are not near as good
as we might be, in many respects,
Though we are far in advance of the
nations of the earth, though we have
become far exalted above them in the
principles of virtue, truth, righteous-
ness, and a oneness of feeling, yet
there is still room for improvement,
and, while we remain here in the flesh,
there will be room for improvement,
upon all these principles, upon all the
attributes of divinity, and upon every-
thing that is good and Godlike.

There is one subject that presents
itself to my mind, and upon which I
have meditated in years past and
gone, and which gave me great joy
when I learned that it was being
established in our midst. What1sit?
It is the consecration of the proper-
ties of the whole Church, according to
the written revelations, command-
ments, and laws of the Most High
God. I heard of this about the time
I was starting upon the plains for this
place, and it gave me great joy to
learn that there was a prominent step
tak;na.t Jlrnnr last Conference to bring |
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about and accomplish this object. T
consider it is one of the most import-
ant objects to be accomplished among
the Saints of Latter-days. |

You may ask why? You may
think that this contradicts my first
statement—that the temporal things
of this life are not even of a secondary
consideration with me. They are not
in one respect, but, in another, I con-
sider them a and portion of the
religion that we as a people have em-
braced, and a very essential and ne-
cessary part too.

We read in the revelations that
God has given, that the earth is the
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof ; well, if
it 18 the Lord’s and the fulness of it,
thenit does not belong to you nor me as
individuals, exclusive of others. If the
Lord had set apart, and consecrated,
and given a certain portion of the
earth to any individual with a deed
and covenant, he might with some
propriety call it his own ; but all other
deeds that are according to Gentile
laws, and the institutions of the na-
tions of the earth, do not, according
to the laws and revelations of heaven,
give to men the exclusive right to the
things of this world, as their own ;
they are good enough in their place.
for the Lord deals with the nations
according to their light; and suffers
laws to be enacted that are
in their place, and calculated to
govern imperfect beings; laws to go-
vern and control property ; and in
many respects, they are just adapted
to the circumstances and conditions of
the nations where they are enacted ;
and they are the means of doing mueh
good in preserving what are termed
the rights of individuals, and of the
citizens generally ; and they should’
not be done away, until circumstances
will permit of their being superseded-
by a more perfect law. That more
perfect order is what we wish to speak
a few words upon at this present

time,
[Vol. IL
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The Lord told ns something about
it in the revelations He gave a long
time ago, in the year 1831, when an-
cient *“ Mormonism,” as it has often
been termed, was first introduced ; we
call it ancient, because it seems quite
long to us narrow minded creatures.

There were certain laws and reve-
lations then given, in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, pertaining
to the Lord’s earth, and the righteous
that He has upon it. I will repeat a
small clause which was given before
the Church was one year old, in March
1831. It reads thus—wherefore * it
is not given that one man should
possess that which is above anﬂthar.
wherefore the world lieth in sin.
This was revealed above twenty-three
years ago; we will again repeat, it,
** It is not given that one man should
possess that which is above another,
wherefore the world lieth in sin.”
Here was a hint of the more perfect
law and order of things that God in-
tended eventually to introduce among
this people ; and which I am happy to
say, there has been a great step already
taken at the last Conference to bring
about ; and I hope that 1 may be per-
mitted to live to see this law carried
out to the fullest extent among the
Saints of the living God.

Remember, that as long as there is
inequality in the things that belong
to the Lord, the world lieth in sin.
It is not given to them that they
should possess one above another. 1
intend to explain how this is to be
brought about, and also show how
one man can possess hundreds and
thousands of dollars, in a certain sense
of the word, and another man only
one dollar, and yet both be equal;
but they possess the same, not as
their own, but as stewards of the
Lord; it being the Lord’s property.

We read, in another revelation that

Gd\fva,m the  early rise of this | has only lent them to us..

that unless. we &l'ﬁrequn.l in
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equal in heavenly things. Here 18 an
equality preached. There must be an
equality in earthly things, in order
that we may be equal in heavenly
things. Now supposing the penple
were all to be made equal to-day, to-
morrow they would, through circum-
stances, become unequal : but I will
show you how this equality can be es-
tabhﬂhad upon an order that never
can be shaken—that inequality, in re-
gard to property, never more can be
introduced among the Saints, that no
circumstance which can transpire can
make them unequal. If a fire should
burn up a man’s barn, and his stacks
of grain, and every thing he has acen-
mulated, I will prove to you that it
does not render him unequal with his
brethren on the principle the Lord
has established and ordained ; so that
when this order is once established
among this people, they will become
equal in earthly things, which will
prepare them to be made equal in
heavenly things.

In the first place how shall we get
at this order ? In what manner and
by what means shall we begin to lay
the foundation of this equality ? The
Lord has told us, that it is required of
every man in this Church to lay all
things, not one tenth alone, but to lay
all things before the Bishop of His
Church ; consecrate the whole of it—
ever thlng he has-—his flocks and
herds—his cattle, horses, and mules—
his gold and silver—his wearing appa-
rel, watches, jewellery, and everything
he possesses; consecrate it ; not keep
back a portion like Annanias and his
wife, but give everything—make a full
consecration to begin with. [Voice
in the stand, “ Wives and children.” |

 Yes, give wives and children of course:

the wives have given themselves to
their husband, and he has to com-
secrate them ; they are the Lord's, ke .

Supposing that the people had coms-~

earthly things, we cannot be made'pliedwith this law.when it was: first.
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~viven,in every respeet, instead of seeing
inequality that has reigned for these
many years in this Church, we should
now have seen a different order of
things. But we lacked experience,
and there was too much covetousness
'n our hearts, for a full consecration
of property, then. In consecrating
property, we must, in the first place,
remmember that it is not ours. Why?
Because the earth is the Lord’s and
the fulness thereof. We have no cattle,
no gold orisilver, no watches or jewel-
lery, no property of any description, no
houses, lands, or any thing else which
is our own, if the fulness of the earth
is the Lord’s. Then in consecrating
that which we have been in the habit
of calling our own, we are only return-
ing to the Lord His own property—
that which we became legally possessed
of aceording to the laws of man, but
not according to the laws of God, He
never having directly given us the
things which we claim as ours: we
liave not got them according to the
celestial law—aceording to the great
principle and order God has establish-
ed ; but we came by them through
speculation, trading, labor, etc., and
after we thus got them they are the
lord's still. We consecrate this pro-
perty—it all goes inte the hands of
the Bishop of the Church. If the
whole Church were to consecrate in
this way they would have nothing left
of their own. Then, it would all be
the Lord's, and it has to be consecra-
ted too, says the revelation, with a
covenant and a deed that cannot be
broken ; that is, acecording to the law

of God and man, and if it is made ac- | you please.

cording to the law of God in all re-
spects, and also according to the law
of the land in which we live, it will
be in the situation the Iord wants it
in, even the whole property of the
Chureh.,

We ask, are they not all equal now?
Yes. 1If the whole Church have con-
ecrated every thing in their possession

| he inherits all things

9

to the Bishop, is there not a perfect
equality among them before they get
their stewardship ?  Yes: this makes:
them perfectly so, as far as property is
concerned ; they are all in a state of
equality, owning nothing. What is the
next step te be taken in order to bring
about equality of property? The
Lord says, “ Let the Bishop appoint
every man his stewardship,” for, says
the Lord, “ It is required of every
man to render an account of his stew-
ship, both in time and in eternity.”
Now the Bishop begins 'and parcels
out to this man his stewardship, and
to that one his stewardship, according
to the counsels of the First Presidency
of the Church—the authority that has
the management and control of the
Lord’s property. KEach one gets his
stewardship.

Now supposing one man obtained
double the quantity of another: it is
not his, but the stewardship is the
Lord's; consequently the man is on a
perfect equality with his brother still.
But there is another sense in which
this equality may be made, so far as
the consecrating of property to the
Church is concerned, which includes
the whole of it. I say, who does it
belong to in another sense of the word?
I have shown you that it belongs to
the Lord, and if we are His, we shall
inherit it with Him ; consequently in
another sense of the word it is all ounrs.
If each one in the Church, then, pos-
sesses the whole of it, as joint heirs
with the Lord, is there not an equality ?
You may diminish the common pro-
perty or joint fund just as much as
Suppose it were dimin-
ished to one half by mobs, &e., it does
not make the Church unequal, not in
the least ; for each one may be con-
sidered as the possessor of the whole;
;' he is a joint
heir with Jesus Christ in the inherit-

ance of the earth, and all the fulness =
thereof. Can you make any inequa-
lity here ? If each man inthe Church
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is a joint inheritor of all the property,
and a of it, it makes each one
perfectly equal with the rest.

Now 1 defy you to bring about an
equality upon any other principle.
You may divide the properties of the
Church to-day, yes, if it be possible,
make a perfectly equal division of it,
so that every man in the whole Church
should have his share, and let him
call it his own; it would not be one
day before there would be an inequa-
lity again introduced ; and one man
would possess that which is above
another ; it could not be otherwise ;
the changes, difficulties, want of judg-
ment in the management and control
of property, and all these things com-
bined together, would serve to render
these divided shares unequal; one
man losing a large portion of his pro-
perty through mismanagement; ano-
ther by fire, by mobocracy, or in some
other way, so that neither would have
one half, one quarter, or perhaps one
hundredth part as much as some of
his brethren with whom he was only
a short time before perfectly equal.

No equality can be brought about
by dividing property ; the Lord never
intended such an order of things. It
18 not a division of property that is
going to bring about a oneness among
the Latter-day Saints in temporal
things, but it is a union of property,
that all the property may be united,
and considered belonging to the Lord,
and to every individual in the whole
Church, as joint heirs with Him, or as
His stewards. You may imagine,
then, how my heart rejoiced, when I
received a letter from our beloved
President, informing me that steps
had been taken for a full consecration
of the property of the Church, to in-
troduce the order of stewardships
among the Saints of God.

But 1n regard to these stewardships,
it is not needful or necessary, or the
Lord never intended, that every man
should possess an equal amount of
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stewardship with his brother. Why ?
Because God has given to some men
greater ability to manage and control
property than others. He may give
to one, one talent; to another, two;
to another, three; to another, five ;
and to another, ten; and then com-
mand them to make use of these ta-
lents according to the instructions and
revelations given, and be accountable
to Him who gave them. * It is requir-
ed of every man,” says the Lord, * to
be accountable to me in their steward-
ships, both in time and in eternity ;"
consequently these stewards have to
render all their accounts to some one
in time, but to whom ? To the Lord’

Bishop—to those whom the Lord has
appointed to receive the accounts.
And if a man undertakes to squander
the stewardship which the Lord has
entrusted to him, He takes it away,
and gives it to another who is a more
wise steward ; one who will manage
is property in such a way as to be-
nefit the whole ; each one seeking the
interest of the whole as well as
himself,

FEach one is to be considered as
possessor of all things in the Church ;
but if it be all common property, how
is 1t that the Saints can get along and
give an account of their stewardship
of property? Will not one brother
go and pick up his brother’s plow,
and take it off, without asking him for
it, imagining that he is the possessor
of all things? Yes, if that brother
had no understanding he would do it,
but when he comes to understand the
law of the Lord, he will find that all
these stewardships are controlled by
the wisest kind of laws; hence the
Lord says, “ Thou shall not take thy
brother’s garment ; thou shalt pay jfor
that which thou dost receive from thy
brother,” Notwithstanding the whole
property belongs to the Lord, and to
each one as joint heirs, yet the Lord
has given strict laws with regard to
| the stewardships, so that one has no
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business to go and pick up his neigh-
bor’s ax, or take any of his steward-
ship from him, without leave ; but he
is to pay for that which he receives
from his brother steward, unless he
borrow it by fairly asking for it.

On this principle it would be an
easy matter for each steward to render
an account of his time ; and if neces-
sary he could account for every item
of his stewardship. But if it were
permitted to run at random, accord-
ing to the vague ideas of common
stock In some societies in the world,
away would go a man’s hat, or his coat,
and he could render no account of it
at all. But according to the strict
principle which the Lord has ordained,
he could show to his Bishop a full ac-
count of everything in his steward-
ship—that he has gained so much
here, and made so much there, upon
the Lord’s property. What says the
Bishop? * Well done, good and faith-
ful steward, thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will enlarge that
stewardship,” providing he had any-
thing to enlarge it with. * You have
aained other talents ; you have increa-
sed upon that intrusted to your
charge; you have not squandered it
away foolishly for that which would
not profit you.”

There would be no desire on the
part of stewards to steal, * For, says
one, If T go and steal from another
steward, it is all the Lord’s, and it
would do just as much good in the
hands of that steward to whom it was
intrusted, as if I were to possess it by
stealing it from him.”

How much every Saint ought to be
interested for this order of things to
be brought about, realizing that all
the property of the Church is for his
own good as well as for the good of
the whole body.

But in regard to these inequalities
1 stewardship : I will show you ano-
ther principle where men may have
cqual judgment, and yet there may
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be an inequality of stewardships ; it is
in consequence of the various branches
of busines§ in which they may be
engaged. Tt is well known that for
farming purposes, it does not require
the same skill as for manufacturin
many articles, nor the same capiﬁ
And the ingenious mechanie, who un-
derstands the nature or construction
of machinery, might have to be intrus-
ted with a stewardship of one hundred
thousand dollars worth of property to
establish his manufactory, and work it
so as to have it prove a benefit to the
whole Church ; and without thisamount
being put into his hands, as a steward,
he might not be able to accomplish
anything needed in the particular
branch of manufacturing with which
he was familiar. The stewardships,
in such cases, would be different, not
only in kind, but in the amount or
value of the stewardship.

Let me illustrate this in another
way ; not but what I suppose all the
Saints understand it, but you only
want to be put in mind of that you
have understood for years, but have
not perhaps practised upon it; and
unless a people practise upon that
they do understand, it does not benefit
them much. Suppose a man have
twelve sons, and he had according to
the laws of the land 78 acres of
ground ; he gives to his oldest son
twelve acres as asteward ; he gives to
his next son eleven acres, and to the
next ten, and so on down to the young-
est, which he gives one acre; and he
says unto them, “ Manage these differ-
ent inheritances that I have set off to
you, and gain all you can;” would

those sons have any right or title to

call that property their own? No:

they would say, “Itis father's property,

and he has told us to go ang oce

it, and he has given us rules by wh?tg

we are to be governed ; that the young-

est may not encroach upon the oldest,

nor any one encroach upon another, but

that each stewardship may be managed.
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and congrolled according to the regu-
lations he has given, and at the end
of the year each of .us must render a
strict account to our father of every
iota of our business transactions, of
our losses and gains in trading, etc.”
Now all this property, we see, belongs
to the father, but it is all for the benefit
of the twelve sons; they are all to be
made joint heirs with the father in the
possession of it. In due time, when
they have learned the law the father
has ordained, they will be prepared to
enter as joint owners upon the grand
inheritances, not only of 78 acres, but
io possess all things that the father
as.

Temporal things are a type of hea-
venly things, as the Lord says, in one
of the revelations, “ All things have
their likeness, both things which are
temporal, and things which are spi-
ritual.” Does this order of things—
the equality of property—have its
likeness ? Yes, in the heavens, and
it is typical of that celestial order
that we are all praying for, that we all
desire the Lord to bestow upon us.
We all feel very anxious to enter into
the fulness of celestial glory, and in-
herit thrones and dominions, princi-
palities and powers, and to have king-
doms appointed to us, and to receive
crowns ahd to sway a sceptre over
kingdoms, as wise rulers. If we want
to get there, we must begin here, and
learn the order that is to be there. I1f
we should have a division of property
here, as we have had heretofore, and
continue this order of things, as has
been for many years back, and never
should begin to practise upon this
equality of things which God has or-
dained in His law, when we come to
enter the courts above, we should be
ignoramuses ; we could say, “ We
read in your law something about it,
but the people did not practise it, they
were careless, and did not keep the
law.” And now we do not know how
to manage this celestial glory, and
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these kingdoms, and these worlds
placed under our charge ; for we are
to give an account, not only in time,
but in eternity, of our stewardship ;
consequently we must improve upon
the true order of things here, which
is typical of that which is hereafter :
and if we learn the lessons here, every-
thing there will be plain before us,
and we will be able to enter into the
very things we have been practising
years before. There will be an in-
equality, no doubt, in some respects
in the eternal worlds, in proportion to
the eternal things that will be in-
trusted to the servants, as in temporal
things; but there will be a perfect
equality in another respect; the reve-
lation says, “He maketh them equal
in might, and in power, and in domi-
nions.”

Did you ever think of that? It is
only in one respect. Iach one will
be made joint heir of all things in
heaven, and upon earth. What more
can a person want, if he is made a

joint heir of all things; and one re-

velation says, he that is a faithful and
wise steward in time shall inherit all
things ; consequently they are equal
in dominion, and in power, and in
might, as the vision states. This don't
say that each one shall actually con
trol, and govern, and manage all
things ; that is a very different thing;

just as it is here in temporal things,

though each person may be considered
as the inheritor of all the properties
of the Church; yet when he comes
to the management of property, he
has only a share ; so in heavenly things,
a person may have the management
of only one world, or of two, or of
three, or of as many as there are par-
ticles of dust that compose our globe,
yet, after all, each can proclaim him-
self as the inheritor of all things,
being a joint heir of the grand uni-
versal inheritance.

There is no division of celestial
glory, imparting to each one an equa-

’
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lity of dominion, and might, and power;
it is not to be divided, but there 1s an
equality in the umion of all these
things. That is what we want to get
at here ; we want to learn the alpha-
bet of it here, and advance to the a,
be, abbs, and get over into two sylla-
bles, and keep on until we understand
all about the celestial order by prac-
tice in this world, and then we will
learn the laws that are to govern the
different individuals that control and
manage certain portions of the great
joint stock inheritance ; we will learn
the laws that are to rule and govern
between man and man; and we will
not be ignorant of it when we go into
the next world, we will find there that
one kingdom will not have the right
to encroach upon the royalty of another
and take away its right, but each one
will be governed by true and holy
laws. Upon this principle, and this
only, can we understand those revela-
tions which so often speak of the prin-
ciples of equality in the eternal worlds.
Equality of dominion we cannot un-
derstand, by supposing each person
that comes into the celestial glory is
going to have the same number of
worlds, and of kingdoms, and thrones
set off to him that those have who
have been in the celestial glory mil-
lions of ages—that he is going to have
the same number of principalities and
powers, and servants or angels to wait
apon him to out his commands.
An equality of dominion is that that
1 have already explained, each one in-
heriting all things, according to the
laws God has ordained for celestial
beings, but not directly or personally
controlling only that which is placed
under his management.

Much might be said upon this sub-
ject ; it is glorious, and it is a prin-
ciple I wish the Saints in Utah may
all be enlisted in, that it may be
sought by the nations afar off, when
they come to learn that this people
are the people of God, and they are

w
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governed by God's laws; that they
may see the order carried out before
them in practice, that we may be looked
to as a great light set upon the moun-
tains, that will reflect upon all the
face of the earth, and show the people
the true order by practice, and then
they will see the difference between
God's order of the possession of pro-
perty, and the little, narrow, contracted
orders established by man; for each
one is grasping for all he can get, op-
pressing the widow and the fatherless,
bearing down his neighbor, and grind-
ing him down in distress, tyrannising
over mankind, because he has riches
at his command. The Lord has seen
this order long enough, and it 1s a
stink in His nostrils, and He wishes it
driven away from the earth, and He
has given us instructions to do it away,
and if we want to do it away, let us
begin among ourselves first. I re-
joice in this principle, because it takes
away the idea of having so many poor
in our midst. You know in the days
of Enoch the Lord placed the people
upon the high places and mountains,
and they flourished, and He blessed
them, and called them Zion because
there was no poor among them, and
the Lord was in their midst.

Now the Latter Day Zion is to be
built up accerding to the same pattern,
so far as eircumstances will permit, for
we expect that the Zion which was
built up by Enoch, that bad no poor
in it, will come down again at the com-
mencement of the Millennium to meet
the Zion here, according to the-song
in the Book of Covenants, * The Lord
has brought up Zion from beneath, the
Lord has brought down Zion from
above,” and they shall gaze upon each
other's countenances, and see eye to
eye. When we get there how sadly we
should be disappointed, if we should
look forward upen all the vast extent
of the Zion of Enoch, and all the
Zions God has taken out of His crea-
tions to heaven, and should see no
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-{yoor among them ; and then we should | myself? I long for the time to come
look upon Zion brought up from be- | when I can consecrate everything I
neath, containing poorand rich; should have got; all the cattle I have; I
we not be ashamed ? especially when  have got some first-rate cattle, the
we reflected that the law of God had Lord has prospered them. I want
been among us; we should not have | the time to come when I can conse-
bolduess to gaze upon their counte- crate every hoof of them; also my
nances, unless we came into the same | books, and the right and title I have
order of things that existed among ' to publish my works, also my wearing
them, ‘apparel, and my houses ; they are not

Let us prepare ourselves for the | mine, and not being mine, I have no
coming of ¥noch's Zion, that we may | business with this property, only as
have the same order of things among |the Lord sees fit to let me have it.
ns that they had in the beginning. | When I have done this, if the Lord

U'hen, again, it will be a glorious thing
in many other respects. What is it
that creates this great inequality that
~we naturally see in the world, in re-
gard to the high and low? It is the
difference of parentage in many res-
pects. One man is so situated he can
train up his children in all the learning
of the day; he can take them into his
carriage, and they can ride at their
ease, and in their grandeur, while the
poor and needy and destitute bow be-
fore them, or are trampled under their
feet. There is no such thing as union
there, because they were unequal to
begin with. When the Saints have
this established in their midst, you
will see them all alike, where none

than I am, and I have no right to as-
sociate with him.” Neither can the
rich look upon those that are poor, and
say, “ My children shall not marry
with the poor, and unite with them in
their festivities, &c., because I have
more property than they;” all these
things will be done away, and the prin-
ciple of equality will be established,
and all will be stewards of the Lord’s
property. That is what 1 wish to see
—that when one family of children
have the privilege of being educated,
the rest should enjoy it; when one
family are in possession of the good
‘things of the earth, the rest should
-enjoy the same privileges also.

How do I feel, to take it home to

| count of all things pertaining to it,

in His mercy will give me one team,
 five or ten teams, to make use of as
' His steward, I will endeavor to keep
a record of that stewardship, of the
losses and the gains of it, and will en-
deavor to render an account of it in
time as well as in eternity, and an ac-

and of my transactions in regard to
it ; for unless 1 am a wise and faith-
ful steward in time, I never expect to
inherit all things in eternity.

Having said this much, may the
Loord bless you, and may His Holy

Spirit be poured out upon you, and

may your hearts be united to bring
| about this union ; for if we unite our-
'selves together upon this principle,
can say that *such a person is richer |

with all our hearts, mights, minds, and
sirength, laying aside all covetousness,
there is not any power beneath the ce-

lestial kingdom that is able to prevail

against us; we will prosper in all
things, and the Lord will make us the
richest of all people that have been
upon the face of the earth for many
generations, and He will bless our
basket and our store, and increase
and multiply the flocks and the herds
'in the fields, and cause them to flou-
rish exceedingly, and make us mighty ;
and when we go forth He will make
the nations to tremble before us, be-
cause His power and glory will be with
us when we are doing His willand are
united in one.




