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FAITH AND WORKS.

A Discourse by Elder J. M. Grant, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake
City, March 11, 1855.

I am thankful for the blessings that
the Lord has vouchsafed to bestow
upon His people. If I do not at all
times in public express my gratitude
to our heavenly Father, yet I feel

grateful and thankful for all His fa-
vors, whether 1 utter it or not. I

have reason to believe that all the
ple feel the same, that is, all who
right, all the Saints, all who live

up to the religion they profess.
We have received many testimonies
of the goodness of God, our heavenly

" Father, in sickness and in health ;
- He has heard our prayers, and sup-
.plied our wants; in distress He has
“administered unto us consolation ; and

when the light of His Spirit is upon

‘us we comprehend clearly the deal-
_ings of the Lord, but when that Spirit

is absent from us we do not so clearly
comprehend His mercies and blessings
bestowed upont us individually, and
as a people. I presume that in the
order of the providences of God He
has considered it necessary, at times,
to leave His children to themselves,
without the aid of any special influ-
ence of the Holy Spirit, that they may
learn to comprehend and appreciate
it when bestowed upon them.

For instance, the blessings you en-
joy every day for a week, a month, or
a year, you do not prize so highly as
you do the blessings you receive more
seldom. Deprive a man of any com-
mon article of food, even the bread
you now enjoy, keep it from him for
a week, for a month, or for a year,
and when he again obtains it he will

appreciate it very much. It is mea-|

surably so with the Spirit of the Lord;
we do not enjoy it at all times, we do
not receive it under all the circum-
stances of life, the same as we do
under some special condition that we
may be placed in, where we particu-
larly need the Spirit of the Lord to
assist us.

We pray for many things; and I
have heard some people pray in a
manner that they would be very sorry,
in their sober moments, if the Lord
should actually answer their prayers,
If the prayers of the people were
written down, so that they could read
and reflect upon them, I have no
doubt but what they would wish to
have a new edition. I have bheard
people pray for the Lord to do this
and that ; indeed, I have heard them
pray for Him to do a thousand things
that they themselves would not at-
tempt to do; they would consider it
degrading to do them; they would
actually consider it sinful to endeavor
to accomplish what they will petition
the Almighty to perform for them.

A man's works should agree with
his faith ; if he has faith to sustain his
words, if he has faith to sustain his
deeds, his works should correspond
with his faith. I must be right in
my faith, to be right in my works.
If the tree is bitter, the fruit will also
be bitter ; or in other words, the tree
is known by ifs fruits, and faith by
its works. If a man's works are good,
his faith is also good ; if his works are
bad, we infer that his faith is bad
also, and very just inferences too. All
men should be judged by their works ;
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this is a correct criterion to judge
every person by. Many of the Lat-
ter-day Saints have correct faith and
correct works, while some profess to
have correct faith, but exhibit by their
works that their faith is actually not
good. How can 1 tell whether your
faith is good or not? I can only
judge of it by your works.

1f your works are good and in ac-
cordunce with the law of God, with
the Book of Mormon, with the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, and with
the rules of right, T have a right to
infer that your faith has produced the
works 1 behold ; that the tree, or
stem, if you will allow me the expres-
sion, from which they grew, is a good
one. Buat when we see a man's works
vary with sometimes a little good to-
day and to-morrow, and perhaps the
third day he performs evil, to believe
that man is correct in his faith, in
every sense of the word, I cannot,

We speuk of faith as the first prin-
ciple of our religion. If it is the first
principle, other principles grow out of
it. We cannot create principle, we
can only discover it. If you were to
discover a new principle, you would
err in saying- that you had created a
principle, that you had brought one
into existence. Principle eternally
exists, and man caunot create it.  1f
you discover any law in mathematies,
in astronomy, or any prineiple or luw
counected with the sciences, this is
no proof that you have brought into
existence a new law, or process of luw,
for the principle existed before you
made the discovery.

We have the faculty to make dis
coveries, we have the faculty to dis-

cover, we have the faculty to learn and |

understand the first princip'es of the
doctrines of Christ.  Faith, being the
first principle of our religion, is estab-
lished in the mind by hearing, it is
established in the mind by evidence
and by testimony.
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my neighbor may wish me to believe,
| cannot always believe to please my
neighbor, while I have no evidence
perhaps to believe as he does. 1 have
no testimony to receive what he has
received, and I reject it. My neigh-
bor is then offended, and calls upon me
to bave faith, to believe as he does.
If he would only produce sufficient
evidence and testimony for me to pre-
dicate my faith upon, to produce in
me confidence, or establish In my
mind faith, then I could believe as he
does. Faith then comes by hearing
testimony, or by testimony being pro-
duced, or brought before the mind.

The testimony you have received of
the religion you profess is just as diffe-
rent as the religion you profess is dif-
ferent from any other religion. - The
Methodist, for example, founds his re-
lision upon the kind of testimony he
receives ; he is taught by the presid-
ing Elder, the cireuit rider, the local
preacher, the class leader, the exhort-
er, or some of the luy members, cer-
tain principles, or in other words, tes-
timeny is produced to convince him
that such and such principles are
right, and his belief 1s based upon
the testimony that he is capable of
receiving and appreciating.  Their
faith corresponds more or less with
their discipline, or articles of faith;
they believe there is but one God,
infinite, eternal, from everlusting to
everlisting, without body, parts, or
pwssions.  Their testimony for that
belief is only to be found in their dis-
sipline and traditions, and has been
handed down from father to son,
from their grandmother the Church of
Rome to their mother the Chuarch of
England ; they actually believe it,
write it, and publish it abroad.

Their notions of sprinkling, pour-
ing, and other works we might men-
tion, correspond with their belief. If
they believed it right for a man to be
invariably immersed, they would teach

I cannot believe everything that | him so; if they believed it right for a
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man to be baptized only by pouring,
they would teach him so; if they be-
lieved it right for a man to be sprink-
led to answer the requirements of
heaven, they would . teach him so.
Hence you discover that their works
would correspond with their faith ;
if they had no faith, they could not
believe either in immersion, sprink-
ling, or pouring. If a believer in
immersion, he will practise it, his
works will correspond with his faith,
and he will go forth and be immersed.
How do you know he believes in bap-
tism by immersion? By his works.
What evidence have you that that per-
son believes in immersion? * Why."
says my brother, * I was present when
he was immersed : I heard him tell the
Elder, or the Priest, that he required
immersion at his hands, and he went
forth and backed up his faith in it by
his works.” This would be correct
reasoning. “ But,” says one, ““ I be-
lieve in having water poured upon my
head.” “ How do you know he be-
lieves this?"” *1 was present, and
heard him require the Priest, or Elder,
to pour water upon him,and the Priest
complied with his wishes, and his
works proved to me that he believed
in pouring.”

~ Another one says to the Priest, I
wish you to sprinkle me, I require
this because I believe that sprinkling
is the best mode.” What evidence
have you that this man believes in
sprinkling? -~ His works prove it.
The simple fact that you were present
and saw him sprinkled, or heard him
request the administration of the rite,
convinces you that he had a certain
kind or species of faith. Do all peo-
ple have one faith? No, and their
works are as varied as their faith. If
there are diverse kinds eof faith, there
must be diverse kinds of works.

If there is but one faith, there can
be but one mode of baptism. Dr.
Clark asserts positively that the Co-
lossians were buried with Christ in
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baptism, that is, they were actually im-
mersed. He saysthe Greek Testament
reads that they were immersed, plung-
ed, buried, that they were covered up.
How do you knew anything about the
Colessians ?  What process of reason-
g would you pursue, to lead you te
the conelusion that the Colossians be-
lieved in immersion as the only mode ?
that they were actually buried in
water 7 Again, if you inquire whether
the Corinthians were sprinkled, how
would you know their faith? Says
one, *“ I would know it by their works,
for I know that their works would
correspond with their faith. And if
the Ephesians had the ordinance ad-
ministered by pouring, I should know
it by their works.” What does the
Bible tell you? 'That there is one
faith, one Lord, and one baptism.

If the Catholics had the same faith
that the Colossians had, could they pour
or sprinkle ? Certainly not. If you
say that one portion of the people of
God are poured, another portion
sprinkled, and another immersed, you
introduce schism and false doctrine,
and then different works follow. As
quick as you have the Colossians im-
mersed, the Corinthians poured, and
the Ephesians sprinkled, you intro-
duce the doing of three kinds of labor.
But if there is one faith, and they all
had the right kind of faith, if they had
all attained to the like precious faith
delivered to the Saints, and one por-
tion was immersed, then the balance
were immersed also. If the fact can
be established that one portion of the
Christian Church was immersed, it
will establish the fact, beyond the sha-
dow of a doubt, that all the rest were
administered to in the same way. The

people of God are under the necessity

of having like precious faith, and their
works therefore would also have to
agree. If Dr. Clark was correct, and
I have no reason to dispute the learn-
ed doctor, that the Colossians were
immersed, the balance of the people of

.
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God in all the ancient Church were
also immersed. If they had but the
one faith, it is impossible to introduce
pouring and sprinkling. If you intro-
duce pouring, then they had the pour-
ing faith; if sprinkling, the sprink-
ling faith. Bat if you prove that one
ortion was immersed, you prove that
they had the like precious faith, and
the rest must of necessity be immer-
sed. This is the way I reason upon
the subject.

Again, if they were immérsed, they
were confirmed by the laying on of
hands, as you learn by the same Serip-
ture. If the ancient Saints believed
it necessary to lay on hands, and
the Latter-day Saints should believe 1t
to be unnecessary to lay on hands,
how could you make your faith agree
with theirs ? How could you intro-
duce a new doctrine and argument,
and reconcile your faith with theirs ?
They actually believed in the laying
on of hands in confirmation for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost.

The Methodists, Baptists, Presby-
terians, Charch of England, all believe
that was the practice of the ancient
Saints. All who believe in the Bible
will agree that that was the faith of
the ancients as exhibited in their
works ; therefore if any of the modern
Christians reject it, we have a right to
assert that their faith is known by their
works. We have a right to say that
their faith agrees not with that of the
ancients. Buat my faith agrees with
that of the ancients. I believe and
practise the very works which they
practised. I believe in baptism for
the remission of sins, and the laying
on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, and, if any are sick among
you, in sending for the Klders of the
Church, in anointing the sick with oil,
and in praying for them, that they
may be healed.

Now I want to dwell a little upon
this point. I do mot know but some
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monly, and on too slight occasions.
Some, if they get a sliver in their fin-
ger, will call for the laying on of hands
and for prayer to cure the wound ; or if
they get a little gravel or dust in their
eye, they will want you to lay hands
on them to eradicate it ; and so of other
little complaints for which we alread
have simple and known remedies. {
do not wish to teach this, but T wish
to teach you the doctrine of the Bible.
“Is any sick among you ? let him call
for the Elders of the Chuarch: and
let them pray over him, anocinting
him with oil in the name of the Lord :
and the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up ;
and if he have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him.” This is the
doctrine of the Bible, mark the
words. If any of the Apostles are
sick, let them send for some of the
rest of the Apostles, and let their
brethren Apostles administer to them,
and they shall be healed; the Bible
does not read thus. It does not read
that only the renowned in the Church
shall reap the benefits of this institu-
tion, but it says, “Is any sick among
you?” &c. Suppose God has a true
Church upon the earth in this age,
what mode would that Church adopt
in case any were sick? Says one,
“If they bhad the same faith as the
ancients, they would perform the
same works.” How shall we ascer-
tain whether the Latter-day Saints
have the like precious faith with the
Apostles ?  You know that the Apos-
tles said they had the like precious
faith. How are we to ascertain that
we have it ? If any are sick among
you, you will send for the Elders of
the Church, and let them anoint you
with oil in the name of the Lord, and
the prayer of faith shall save the sick.
You see at once that it is necessary
for your works to correspond, and
for you to send for the Elders of the
Church. Do you see this practised

use the ordinances of God too com- | among the Latter-day Saints? Some’
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of them must first
have the head shaved, take a dose of
calomel and gamboge, have a blister
plaster on the back of the neck, and
another all over the bowels, besides
one on each hip—in short, they must
have six or eight large blister plasters
on them at once. After trying all
this, and running up a bill with a
physician of from six to six hundred
dollars, they then send for the Elders.
When James is about dead, having
had two quarts of blood taken from
him on Saturday, and another on
Monday, and when the life is nearly
drawn out of the poor fellow by phy-
sicing and bleeding, why then they
gsend for the Elders, and ask them to
pray for him. When a man or woman
sends for me after taking such acourse,
1 feel insulted, if I do not act so. I go
to the house perfectly good natured
apparently, and administer, but there
18 a frown of indignation within me.
I feel that they have insulted the
Priesthood, trampled upon the order
of the house of God, and treated
lightly His holy ordinances. I am
not anxijus to exercise faith for such
persons, for I think that they are
fools, and let them die the fool's
death.

If the Saints of God actually have
the faith of the ancients, let them
practise the doctrine in their works.
A man will tell me that he is a “ Mor-
mon,” that he believes in the faith of
the ancients, when at the same time
he practises everything else but their
religion. My rule is to practise our
religion. If I want a drink of catnip
tea, or of composition, or of lobelia, it
is all right, but T will first practise
my religion. You know that it is
hardly allowable in Utah to drink any
more than five gallons of lobelia at
once, for the Assembly of Deseret
once had the matter under consi-
deration.

I wish to see the Saints practise
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try the physician, | they cannot live by their religion,

then die by it. That is the doctrine.
I want my religion if I am going to
die. Most certainly that is the time
I would not like to lay it by, for
it would be unwise to do that, since
that is the very time that one needs
it the most, and is the time when he
should be immersed in it. 1 want to
see the Saints actually show by their
works that they have the faith of the
ancients. |

When the Elders go forth to
preach, and people are healed by the
laying on of hands, some have said,
“We cannot expect the sick to be
healed in Zion ; we cannot expect to
see miracles when we are gathered to
Zion.” That is the very place for the
sick to be healed, and the place where
the people of God should exercise the
most faith, and be the most diligent
in keeping the ordinances of the
Lord’s house perfectly. You have
only heard the theory taught abroad,
but you have now come home to prac-
tise what you have been taught in
other lands.

If any are sick among you, let
them send for the Elders of the
Church to pray for them, and to lay
their hands upon them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the
Lord, and the prayer of faith shall
save the sick. People neglect to
anoint with oil when they should and
might use it. 1 have seen the Eldeis
try to cast out devils, and to accom-
plish it they have fasted, and prayed,
and laid on hands, and rebuked the
devil, but he would not go out. 1
have then seen them bring consc-
crated oil, and anoint the person pos-
sessed of the devil, and the devil weut
out forthwith. That taught me a gocd
lesson—that God Almighty, when
He speaks, means what He says; and
if & man’s works are right, his faith

| will be right ; and if his faith is wrong,

his works are wrong. When a man

their religion, and carry it out, and if | whose faith is right goes forth to ad-
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minister to the sick, he will anoint
with oil, as well as lay on his hands
and pray. Unless you anoint with
oil, your prayers will not rise higher
than the fog, and you know that it
seldom rises much higher than the
tops of the mountains.

If T am sick, and send for an ad-
ministrator, I want him'to fulfil every
word of the Lord ; and if there is any
body there you don't like when you
come to me, invite them out of the
aoor. When devils are in the house,
and you don't like them, cast them
out, but be sure to administer the or-
dinances right. When an Elder
comes to administer to the sick, and
i8 afraid of greasing his fingers, or of
dropping a little oil on his vest or
pants, and says, “ O never mind the
o1l, there is no virtue in the olive oil ;
you might as well drink it as anoint
with it; besides, I might grease my
gloves; I will dispense with it,” I
want such a man to walk off. If I
was sick, and he came to me in that
manner, I should say, “ You are a
poor, miserable hypocrite.” That is
the way I should feel and talk. ILet
a man, when he has the right kind of
faith, practise the works thereof ; and
when God says, *“ Anoint with oil,”
anoint ; I don't care if it runs down your
beard as it ran down Aaron’s, it will not
hurt you. When a man complies with
every requisition of heaven, his works
and his faith are right. He offers up
prayer for the sick, he anoints with
oil, and lays on his hands. When his
works are right they will correspond
with his faith, and men and women
will be healed.

This is just as sure as the law of
mathematics ; I never saw it fail, and
1t never will fail ; I tell you this in
the name of the Lord God of Isracl
The grand difficulty is, as brother
Kimball says, people play with these
things as a cat does with a mouse
until 1t 18 dead ; and so it will be with
the ordinances of God when a part of
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them only are performed and a
omitted, for inPethia way the cﬂpfnf
nel of the Lord’s blessings is stopped
up. The Saints who are sick need
not expect that they are going to
be healthy when only half of the
ordinance is administered to them. If
a man wishes to be healed, he must
be administered to lawfully in that way
God has appointed, and live his re-
ligion.

A great many people partake of the
Sacrament, and at the same time are
thinking, “ How many teams can I
to-morrow to haul stone? I won
if that sister has a bonnet like mine,
or if I can get one like hers? I wonder
if it is going to be a good day to-
morrow, or whether it will rain or
snow?” &c. You can sit in this stand
and read such thoughts in their faces.
When a sick person has sent in a re-
quest for the prayers of this congrega-
tion, many are permitting their
thoughts to wander all over creation.
Do we not see this right here ? Yes,
and a man of God feels indignant at
it. No matter who is called upon to
pray, all the assembly should unite in
one; every person in the congregation
who have an interest at the throne of
grace should engage in prayer, and
raise their hearts, as the heart of one
man, to the Almighty, for the blessings
desired, and in offering thanks for the
blessings enjoyed.

We talk about being one; now if
our faith is right, let our works cor-

{respond. If you have faith to pray,

and prayer is offered up in the stand,
pray too; and if you cannot confine
your thoughts in any other way, men-
tally repeat the prayer of the one who
is praying aloud, word for word, and
let every Saint of God pray when the
hour of prayer comes. When prayer
is offered up in this manner to the
God of high heaven for the sick and
afflicted, you will find that the sick
will be healed, for the prayers of tha
people of God ascend as incense befora
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Him, and He has decreed that He
will answer their prayers because
they are united. When a sick person
sends a request here for the benefit of
our prayers, it 18 not sent that one
man alone may pray for that person,
but that the prayers of the assembled
Saints, individually and collectively,
may be offered up for that person.
Hence every one in the Tabernacle of
the righteous should lift up his voice
and pray for that sick person, it is
your duty to do it. And when you
artake ut‘ the Sacrament, you should
cern the Lord’s body, and believe
t]:-la.t by the virtue of his sufferings,
blood, and death, you are redeemed.
You should realize that it is no little,
trifling ordinance, but was instituted
by tha great God for the benefit of
His people, and to commemorate and
perpetuate the sufferings and death of
His Son,

I wish to call upon you to be faith-
ful, to have the right kind of faith,
and to exhibit it by your works. What
i8 the testimony of the Latter-day
Saints ? Our religion is as different
from other people’s religion as our
testimony is different from theirs.
When Joseph Smith bore testimony,
he told the people that an angel from
high heaven had spoken to him, that
he had been ordained by authority
from Jesus Christ, and sent forth to
preach the Gospel. Did you ever
hear the Methodists bear such a testi-
mony ? If not, how can you expect
them to have such faith as the man
who believes the testimony of Joseph
Smith ? The Methudlsta have mo

such testimony, only as they have it
from the Latter-day Saints. Joseph also
said that he had seen the dark regions
of Hades ; did vou ever hear a Metho-
dist bear that testimony ? No. Here
are Elders of Israe! whn have seen
com after company of angels,
whopﬁia seen the l;ck healed, gthe

ears of the deaf unstopped, the tongue

afthedumbloeﬁed,apd the eyes of |
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the blind opened. You will hear them
testify that they have seen the glory
of God; and that by the spirit of
pruphecy, they have seen war, pesti-
lence, and famine coming upon the
earth. The Methodists do not pre-
tend to have such testimony, and of
course have not such faith. You may
go to any sect you please upon the
earth, and their faith corresponds with
their testimony, more or less.

The Latter-day Saints have testi-
mony, and faith comes to them by
hearing the word of God, but it comes
to others by hearing the words of men.

We have testimony that Christ lives,
and sits on the right hand of God,
that angels have administered to the
children of men on earth, and that
our God hears and answers our prayers.
Our faith is different and our testi-
mony is different, from the rest of the
professing world, and, in order to have
them agree with us, they have to hear
and receive the same testimony, the
same doctrine, and the same weight of
argument that we have, for faith
comes by hearing the word of God.
The people of God in these last days
differ from other sects of religionists.
How can it be otherwise, when our
testimony is so different, when the
first proclamation we heard was so
different, when the restoration of the
Book of Mormon, its translation by
the use of the Urimand Thummim, the
gifts and blessings of the Holy Ghost,
the administration of angels,and every
thing connected with our religion, are
so different from that to which the
world have been accustomed ? They
believe that calomel will heal the sick
—we believe not, but that the anoint-
ing with oil and laying on of hands
will ; and we practise accordingly.

It is no wonder that the Latter-day
Saints believe differently from other
folks, for their works are different, and
their testimony is different. We be-
lieve in gathering together ; the Lord
Godhas spoken to us from the heavens

e,



DEPENDENCE ON

and commanded us to gather. They
do not believe in gathering to where
the Almighty can talk to them; they
do not even pray for the Lord to send
an angel to speak to them. The Latter-
day Saints try to live their religion,
that they may converse with angels,
receive the administration of holy
messengers from the throne of God,
be sanctified in their spirits, affections,
and all their desires, that the Holy
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Ghost may rest upon them. and their
hearts be filled therewith, and become
competent to bear the presence of
andels.

May the Lord bless you, and wake
vou up upon these poiuts of doctrine,
that your faith and works may ever
correspond, and that your blessings
be equal with those of the ancient
people of God, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

DEPENDENCE ON THE LORD—COAL AND IRON WORKS—FAMILY
EXCURSIONS,

An Address by President Brigham Young, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake
City, May 27, 1855.

I am happy in the privilege of
meeting with you this afternoon. You
will recollect that I told you, before 1
left this place a few weel's since, that
I should go and come in safety. We
have had a prosperous and pleasant
journey, have met with the Saints, and
their hearts were cheered, and their
feelings made glad with comfort and
consolation., Quite a number of the
brethren proposed going with us, as
we passed through the settlemeunts,
for the grasshoppers had taken all
their crops, and as they had no farm
ing to see to, they wished to go with
us and take a ride. Those who went,
returned perfectly satisfied with their
excursion.

I believe all the settlements we
have passed through are satisfied with

to the Lord’s dealing with this
people ; and I wish to add, to what
has already been said, that it becomes
our duty to use all possible diligence
and every proper means to sustain

ourselves. 'We have yet ample time
for planting and sowing; let us im.
prove it, and use that ability which
God has given us to provide suste-
nance, and then let the result rest in
His hands, and feel perfectly satisfied.

This people have to learn that the
Lord is God, that He rules among the
armies of heaven, and does His plea-
sure among the inhabitants of the
earth. They have to be brought to
the test, as much so as were the chil-
dren of Israel when the Egyptians
were in their rear, when mountains
were on elther side, and the Led Sea
was before them, with no human pros-
pect for avoiding destruction, yet the
Lord brought them salvation. This
people have got to trust in Him, and
learn that He will be with His people,
and provide for His Saints, and defend
them against their enemies, and watch
over them as a mother watches over
her tender infant. We have got to
learn the ways of the Lord. If it is



