ﬂa is a true Priesthood, and if yon
isten to the instructions and be led
by the keys of this kingdom, you are

in the path to an eternal exaltation,
and we shall overcome every power
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that would seek to prevail against us.
Let us be as one, and we can never
be broken. May God preserve us
in the light and law of Christ, that we
may be redeemed. Amen.

FUNERAL ADDRESS,

By Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the C’au.;!uﬂ'l House, Great Salt Lake City, June 30,
1855, over the Mortal Remains of the Honorable Leonidas Shaver, Associate Justice
of the Supreme, and Judge of the First Judicial District Courts of the United

States, in and for the Territory of Utah.

Friends and Brethren, we have
assembled ourselves together on this
solemn oceasion to commemorate one
of our departed friends, who has
suddenly been taken from our midst.

It i1s customary among most of the
nations of the earth, on an oceasion
of this kind, to deliver what is termed
a funeral sermon. I have been called
upon quite unexpectedly this forenoon
to perform this office. 1 do not ex-
pect to be lengthy in my remarks, but
shall endeavor to say something in
relation to the present condition of
man, and his future state.

We have been placed upon this
earth for a wise purpose, in a state and
condition of being to prepare our-
selves for a higher state and order of
things. These are the objects for
which man exists here. Generations
have come and gone. Millions and
hundreds of millions of human beings
have peopled this globe, and bhave de-
parted hence, and we must all follow
in the footsteps of the genmerations
that are past.

It is a decree of Jehovah who
governs and controls the destinies of
worlds, who controls all intelligent
‘beings, that man should die. No ome

can escape this decree! No one can
prevail with the grim monster death,
and overcome him, but we must all
sooner or later meet that enemy of
mankind, and be laid prostrate in the
tomb.

Why is it that so great and good a
Being, a Being who is full of benevo-
lence and love, a Being who is filled
with mercy and compassion, should
suffer such a dire calamity to befall
the human race ? Whyis it? Isit
becanse He delights in the sufferings
of mankind ? Is it because he delights
to see them writhe in pain and dis-
tress? No: it is because man has
sinned ; it is because he has offended
his Maker—because he has trans-
gressed sacred and holy laws, becanse
he has subjected himself to the mon-
ster death, to the miseries, wretched-
ness, and vanities of this life. It is
not, however, because we ourselves
have sinned that death comes upon us;
but it 1s because of the original sin ;
for all will admit that infants that are
incapable of sinning against God, who
are unacquainted with His revealed
will, who discern mot between good
and evil, fall victims to the destroyer,
as well as others.. If, then, this curse
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siezes upon the inmocent and upon
those who have not transgressed the
laws of heaven, it must be in conse-
quence of the original sin that so
great a calamity is in the world.

« By man came death,” says the
Apostle Paul. Again the same Apos-
tle says, “ As by the offence of one
judgment came upon all men to con-
demnation ; even so by the righteous-
ness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life.” (Hom.
v, 18) What free gift? The free
gift of salvation from the grave, the
salvation of our bodies, or in other
words, of our coporeal systems. The
redemption of our bodies from the
grave is brought about through the
atonement of Jesus Christ; hence we
have had no agency in bringing death
into our world, and we have no agen-
cy in the redemption of our world.
One man brought death into the
world, and one man brought re-

demption from death.
This redemption 1s just as exten-

sive as the curse, so far as the body

is concerned. The curse affected all,
and the bodies of all will be redeemed.

When I speak of this redemption, I /g

wish to be distinetly understood, that
I mean the redemption of the body
from the grave. If the fall lays all
mankind low in the dust, the re-
demption will bring them forth from
the dust. If the fall shut them out
from His face and presence, the re-
demption will bring them back into
His presence to behold His face.

Jesus was lifted up by sinful man
upon the cross ; what for? That all
mankind might be lifted up from the
grave to be judged before God ; not
for Adam’s sins, but for their own
personal sins; hence there is no per-
son dwelling upon the face of the
earth that is free from the original
curse that came in consequence of the
transgression of Adam.

If we had no sins of our own, we
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sal redemption of our bodies, in the
presence of God, but if we individa-
ally have committed sins, we shall be
again cast out from the presence of
God, unless we have complied with
the great plan of salvation revealed by
our Savior.

The great question raised by many
with regard to the extent of the atone-
ment, is, * Will all mankind be saved
eternally in the presence of God, in
the celestial kingdom, who have per-
sonally sinned ?”  No; they will not.
There is a certain class of mankind
that will be saved in the fulness of
celestial glory, and partake of all the
blessings held forth by the plan of re-
demption. But this applies only to
those who are faithful and obedient.

There are others who will partake
of a portion of this redemption ; but
they will differ from the first, as much
as the moon differs from that bright
luminary of heaven—the sun. Hence
Paul, in speaking of the redemption
of man, says, there are bodies celes-
tial, and bodies terrestrial, and the
glory of the celestial is one and that
of the terrestrial another, and by the
lory of the stars he represents a third
class of beings. And again, in order
to show the difference existing in this
third class, he says, as one star differ-’
eth from another star in glory, so also
is the resurrection of the dead.

Here, then, are three distinct
classes of beings in the eternal world,
all of whom partake of happiness, each
to be rewarded according to their
works : one is represented by the sun,
another by the moon, and a third by
the glory of the stars, that is, by the'
apparent glory of the stars, or as they
appear to us, and not as they would
appear to individuals who are in theit
immediate vicinity. '

This third class, it appears, diffex
in glory while the others are alike;
In this third class there is a difference
according to their works., Some will

shine forth like the brightest stars

[Vol. 1L ;’J

should ever remain, after this univer-
No. 24.]
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the firmament; while others, whose
works have not been so honorable,
will be like some of those stars that
appear to the naked eye in the hea-
vens much inferior.

Who are those individuals who wﬂl
enter into the higher state of glory
I answer; they are the individuals
who keep ‘the law of God, who believe
on the Lord Jesus Ghrisl:, who repent
and forsake their sins, who receive the
ordinances of the Gospel, who are
baptized in the likeness of Christ’s
death, who arise from the liquid ele-
ment in the likeness of his resurrec-
tion, who receive the laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghest,
who walk stedfastly in all the princi-
ples revealed for the salvation of man,
and who continue faithful to the end.

These are the righteous who will be
admitted into the highest glory. Their
glory will be full ; it will be like the
glory of the Son of God; as the Apos-
tle John has said, * Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him ; for we shall see
Him as He is.” Theu' bodies will
come forth from the grave fashioned
like unto His glorious body, and in
every respect they will inherit the
same glory that the Son inherits, and
hence they are one as the Father and
Seon are one.

Now many religious societies are so
uncharitable in their feelings, that
they suppose that all who die, not
havmg received the plan of salvation,
will sink down into a night of endless

darkness. I speak
of Christians; they

will be only twu laceﬁ—-hea.ven and
hell ; and thﬂ.t those who do not
enter inte heaven will sink to hell,
where they must remain eternally.
Bat thﬂﬂﬂ are not the views of the
Latter-day or former-day Saints. They
helieve that all will be j fed accordmg
to their works. Ifthey nof receive

suppose there

of a certain class | their
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the fulness of the plan of salyation, yet,
if they are among the honorable men
of the earth, having dealt uprightly
and hunnrablv one with another, and
have lived up to the light which they
are in possession of, they will in due
? | time be redeemed, and e of a
degree of glory ; such will be exalted
to all the happiness and greatness,
wisdom and knowledge, light and in-
telligence which they are prepared for,
or capable of receiving. It is true,
they may have to associate in the in-
termediate state with beings, and
powers, and principles that will not
be pleasant ; for the spirit world is,
in some respects, like the world we
live in.

Beings that enter the spirit world
find there classes and distinctions,
and every variety of sentiment and
feeling ; there is just as much variety
in the spirit world as in this; conse-
quently, they have to grapple with
those powers and influences that sur-
round them. Spirits have their
agency between death and the resur-
rection, just as much as we have here.
They are just as liable to be deceived
in the spirit world as we are here.
Those who are deceived may assist in
deceiving others, for they have their
classes, their theories, and their opin-
ions. Almost everything that we sce
here is the same in the spirit world.
They are mixed up with every variety,
and are as liable to be deluded there
as here.

Although the righteous enter into
a state of rest and peace, and en-
Joy happiness in a great degree, yet
eir happiness is not complete, they
are not perfected in glory. It is only
their spirits that are there, and they
will have to mingle more or less with
 inferior minds, and different disposi-
tions ; but still they will enjoya great
| degmﬂ of happiness, for their own

consciousness of having done right
imparts pleasure, consequently it is
a state of rest, of peace, from the
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imperfections of mortality ; but to say
that they will be free from all associa-
tion with beings that are sinful and
inferior to themselves, we do not be-
lieve. It is true, they will go back
to where Jesus is; they will have com-
munion with him, and behold his face,
but they will not always remain in
one particular place or position ; they
will have their works to perform, as
we have in this life. |

If they are clothed with power and
authority in this life, they do notleave
their Priesthood when they leave this
body, hence John heard them sing,
“Thou art worthy to take the book,
and open the seals thereof, for thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy blood out of every na-
tion, kindred, tongue, and people, and
hast made us kings and priests unto
God, and we shall reign on the earth.”
We perceive that the Priesthood does
not die with their bodies, the kingly
authority does not cease with the mor-
tal bodies : it is an office that contin-
ues for ever, that continues in the spi-
rit world, as well as after the resurrec-
tion. Those that receive their
authority from heaven, will have to
magnify it, and set a good example ;
and every person receiving an office
in this Priesthood, and afterwards dy-
ing, will have to perform all the duties
and exercise the functions thereof, in
order that they may be useful to those
spirits in an inferior state. If they
hold the Priesthood before the resur-
rection, do we suppose that they will
sit down and have nothing to do?
No : there will be other individuals
that will not hold the Priesthood, and
that have not had the Gospel, and
they will be sent to them, to enlighten
their minds, and enable them, who
will, to rise in the great scale of moral
and intellectual excellence.

They will naturally have to mingle
with all, as we do in this life: and
this will be calculated to make it
rather unpleasant ; but they are wil-
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ling to do this for the salvation of
those who have died without the Gos-
pel.  Jesus himself set the example
and pattern for others. While his
body lay in the silent tomb, his noble
spirit was not idle ; hence, Peter says,
that Jesus, being put to death in the
flesh, was quickened by the spirit, by
which also he went and preached to
the spirits in prison that were some-
time disobedient in the days of Noah,
&e. Jesus entered the prison house
of those persons who were destroyed
in the mighty flood, and preached to
them. Those antedeluvian spirits had
suffered in the prison some two thou-
sand years, and upwards ; they needed
some information, and Jesus went to
enlighten them.

Why were they shut up in prison ?
It was because they rejected some
light in the days of Noah. It is true,
that Noah and his three sons could
not preach to all the world, but they
had rejected some light, and they had
to go to prison to atone for that sin.

It is not as some have supposed,
that such characters have to go intoa
lake of fire and to welter there for
ever and ever. These persons were
destroyed by the flood; they were
shut up in prison and confined there ;
and after a long period, light broke in
upon them, and the prison doors were
thrown open. Jesus came for that
Furpnse, not only to benefit the
iving, but also the dead—to open the
prison doors, and break the chains of
darkness. Jesus went and preached
to the antediluvian spirits. What
did he preach ? ~ Did he preach, “ You
must remain here to endless ages
without hope of redemption?” If
this were the proclamation, what was#
the use of going to proclaim it ? 'W
would be the use of telling tha
beings that they were to remai
misery, and that there was no chance
of escape? No use of proclaiming
such news in the ears of any one.
Peter tells us why he preached to




372
them : he said, “ For for this cause
was the gospel preached also to them
that are dead, that they might be judg-
ed according to men in the flesh, and
live according to God in the spirit.”

This was the object, then, that they
might have the same Gospel that men
have in the flesh. If we acknow-
ledge they had not the opportunity of
receiving it in the flesh, they must
have it in the spirit world ; for in the
great judgment day all men are to be
‘udged by the same Gospel, and con-
sequently, in order to judge them, it
was necessary that they should hear
the same Gospel that was preached
upon the earth, that they might have
the privilege of entering into the pre-
sence of the Lord their God, or, if
they rejected it, be justly condemned.

Jesus has set us the pattern, he held
the Priesthood which was conferred
by his Father, to redeem those spirits,
that they might come forth in the
morning of the first resurrection and
receive eternal life, and partake a
portion of that glory of which I have
spoken. If Jesus did this, may not
his servants do 1t also, being blessed
in this life with the same authority
from heaven, and holding that author-
ity after death? May not they be
engaged in the same benevolent pur-
poses ? Yes, they may.

These are our views, the views of
the Latter-day Saints. And we be-
lieve that the spirits of the just will
be sent on missions of mercy to those
in prison, who had not in this life the
opportunity of obeying those principles
that I have referred to.

Much might be said with regard to
the future state of man between death
and the resurrection. We might go
on and contrast the difference between
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man in the flesh, and man in the
spirit world. There are many points
of contrast, as well as of agreement,
in these two states of existenee.
But we have not time to take wup
and contrast the difference between
disembodied spirits, and those that
are in an embodied state.

By way of conclusion, we will say,
that all men will come forth and take
bodies, some celestial, some terrestrial,
and telestial, to occupy degrees of
glory and be rewarded according te
their works, unless they have sinned
against the Holy Ghost. There are
certain sins that cannot be forgiven in
this world nor in that which is to
come; to say that such shall be for-
given, we are not authorized, but all
others, after suffering for their evil
deeds, will come forth from the
grave to receive for their good works,
those that have done evil having suf-
fered according to their evil deeds; and
thus the justice and mercy of God
will be displayed. All will partake of
them according to the degree of light
that has shone forth in their day.

We are called upon on this solemn
occasion as a Territory to mourn the
loss of one who has occupied a distin-
guished position among us, one whose
course has been an exemplary one to
all mankind, that is, so far as we are
acquainted with him. He has now
left us, but we expect to meet with
him again and see his face. And it
1t i1s not long before all now present
will again meet with this distinguished
individual.

May God bless usand enable us tobe
prepared to meet with each other in the
eternal worlds, and to receiveaccording
tothe justiceand mercy of God. Amen.



