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FAITH—PRACTICAL RELIGION —CHASTISEMENT—NECESSITY OF
DEVILS.

A Sermon by President Brigham Young, Delivered in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake
City, October 6, 1855.

As we have assembled in the capa-
city of a Conference to attend to busi-
ness, we should earnestly seek to en-
Joy the spirit of our calling. We are
called to be Saints, and if we have the
spirit of Saints we shall have the
spirit of our calling, otherwise we
certainly do mot enjoy the privileges
that the Lord designs we should.
The Lord is ready and willing to give
His Spirit to those who are honest

before Him, and who seek earnestly to |

enjoy it.

If Saints, assembled to worship the
Lord and transact business pertaining
to His kingdom, should not have the
aid of His Spirit they would be likely
to commit errors, it would be strange
indeed if they did not, and to do that
which they ought not, even in busi-
ness transactions; they would fall
short of accomplishing their own
wishes, and of course far short of ful-
tilling the designs of heaven. We
see many led astray, because they
have not retained the spirit of Christ
to guide them.

When any of this people, who
believe the Gospel, forsake the duty
which they owe to God and His cause,
they are at once surrounded by an
influence which causes them to imbibe
a dislike to Saints and to the conduct
of Saints ; they receive a false spirit,
and then the Saints cannot do right
m their eyes, the ministers of God
cannot preach right nor act right, and
soon they wish to leave the society of
the Saints, and that too, as they sup-

pose, with a sanctified heart and life.
They wish to withdraw from this, as
they believe, wicked people, fancying
all to be wicked but themselves, and
wish to separate themselves until the
people are as holy as they flatter
themselves that they are, when they
calculate to return again. Others
will lose the spirit of their calling, and
realize that they have lost it ; they are
wicked, and know it, and will have
more confidence in ethers than in
themselves. But the self-righteous
will go away and wait until we as a
people are sanctified and able to en-
dure their presence, and think that
then they will, perhaps, gather among
us again.

People are liable in many ways to
be led astray by the power of the
adversary, for they do not fully under-
stand that it is a hard matter for
them to always distinguish the things
of God from the things of the devil.
There is but one way by which they
can know the difference, and that is by
the light of the spirit of revelation,
even the spirit of our Iord Jesus
Christ. Without this we are all
liable to be led astray and forsake our
brethren, forsake our covenants and
the Church and kingdom of God on
earth.

Should the whole people neglect
their duty and come short in perform-
ing the things required at their hands,
lose the light of the Spirit of the
Lord, the light of the spirit of revela-
tion, they would not know the voice
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of the Good Shepherd from the voice
of a stranger, they would not know
the difference between a false teacher
and a true one, for there are many
spirits gone out into the world, and
the false spirits are giving revela-
tions as well as the Spirit of the Lord.
This we are acquainted with; we
know that there are many delusive
spirits, and unless the Latter-day
Saints live to their privileges, and
enjoy the spirit of the holy Gospel,
they cannot discern between those

who serve God and those who serve | have the world to

Himnot. Consequently, it becomes
us, as Saints, to cleave to the Lord
with all our hearts, and seek unto
Him until we do enjoy the light of
His Spirit, that we may discern be-
tween the righteous and. the wicked,
and understand the difference between
false spirits and true. Then, when
we see a presentation, we shall know
whence it is, and understand whether
it be of the Lord, or whether it is not
of Him ; but if the people are not en-
dowed with the Holy Ghost they can-
not tell, therefore it becomes us to
have the Spirit of the Lord, not only
in preaching and praying, but to
enable us to reflect and judge, for the
Saints are to judge in these matters.
They are to judge not only men, they
are to be judges not only in the
capacity of a Conference to decide
what shall be done, what course shall
be pursued to further the kingdom of
God, what business shall be transacted,
and how it shall be transacted, and
80. on, but they will actually judge
angels.

We sit here as judges; and suppose
that business which would prove inju-
rious to this people should now be
presented for tEeaom to decide upon, or
suppose that the leaders of this people
had forsaken the Lord and should in-
~ troduce, through selfishness; that
- which would militate
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destroy this people, how are you going
to detect the wrong and know it from
the right ? You cannot do it, unless
you have the Spirit of the Lord. Do
the people enjoy that Spirit? Yes,
many of them do. Do they enjoy it
in as great a degree as it is their
privilege ? A few of them do, still I
think that the people in general might
enjoy more of the Holy Spirit, more
of the nature and essence of the
Deity, than they do. I know that
‘they have their trials, I know they
pple with, and
are tempted, and I know what they
have to war against.

But let us ask ourselves indivi-
dually whether we fight this warfare
to such a degree that we do overcome
in every instance ? In every contest
do we come off victorious? Here we
have to do with our passions; here is
fallen nature, that we can never get
rid of until we lie down in the grave,
it is sown in the flesh and will remain
there, butit isour privilege to overcome
that, and bring it under subjection in
our reflections, in our meditations,
and in all the labor that we perform,
though we may be tried, tempted, and
buffeted by Satan. It is our privi-
lege to have power to rule, govern,
and bring under subjection even our

momentary passions; yes, it 1s our
privilege so to live and overcome them
that we never would have a tempta-
tion to think evil, or at least would
never s before we took time to
think, but all would be in subjeetion
to the law of Christ. Do we live up
to this privilege ?

People may ask, are we. not
Saints? Yes, I can say that this
people are a good. people, and they
wish to be Saints, and many of
them strive to be Saints, and many
of them are Saints, I realize the:

weaknesses of men; I am not ig-

against  the |norant of my own weaknesses, and

‘kingdom of God on the earth, that|this is where I learn every body
‘which. would in the issue actually|else, their dispositions and the opera- .
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tions of 'the spirit upon the inhabit-
ants of the earth ; to learn mankind is
learn myself.

This is a good people, they are a
righteous people ; yet there are some
who are filled with folly, there are some
who are inclined to do wickedly and

|

; 15
satisfied ; ‘and that is the only power
that should cause you to exclaim that
you are satisfied, for without that you
do not know whether you should be
satisfied or not. You may say that

‘you are satisfied and believe that all
18 right, and your confidence may be

seem to love wickedness ; there are | almost unbounded in the authorities

some who are filled with idolatry, and
it seems as though it were impossible
for them to overcome the spirit of the
world, to keep from loving it and from
cleaving to it and to the things of the
world. I will appeal to the people
as judges—are you capable of judg-
ing in matters pertaining to the king-|
dom of God on earth, unless you have
the Spirt of truth within youn ?

Some may say, *“ Brethren, you who
lead the Church, we have all confi-
dence in you, we are not in the least
afraid but what everything will go
right under your superintendence ; all
the business matters will be transacted
right ; and if brother Brigham is satis-
fied with it, I am.” 1 do not wish
any Latter-day Saint in this world,
nor in heaven, to be satisfied with
anything I do, unless the Spirit of the
ford Jesus Christ, the spirit of re-
velation, makes them satisfied. 1 wish
them to know for themselves and un-
derstand for themselves, for this would
strengthen the faith that is within
them. Suppose that the people were
heedless, that they manifested mno
concern with regard to the things of
the kKingdom of God, but threw the
whole burden upon the leaders of the
people, saying, “If the brethren who
take charge of matters are satisfied,

we are,” this is not pleasing in the |

sight of the Lord.

Fvery man and woman in this
kingdom ought to be satisfied with
what we do, but they never should be
satisfied without asking the Father,
in the name of Jesus Christ, whether
what we do is right. When you are
mspired by the Holy Ghost you can

—-q—

of the Chureh of Jesus Christ, but if
you asked God, in the name of Jesus,
and received knowledge for yourself,
'through the Holy Spirit, would it not
strengthen your faith ? It would. A
little faith will perform little werks ;
'that is good ‘logic. Jesus says, ** If
ye have faith -as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain,

| Remove hence to yonder place ; and it

shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you.”

A grain of mustard seed is very
small ; nevertheless if you had faith
as a gramn of mustard seed, and
should ‘say unto this mountain, “ Re-
move hence to yonder place, it would
be dome; or to that sycamore tree,
“Be thou planted in the sea; " or to the
sick, ““ Be ye healed ; " or to the de-
vils, *“ Be ‘ye cast out; it would be
done.”

Suppese that T had faith like a grain
of mustard seed, and could do the
things which Christ has said are pos-
sible to be done through that faith,
and that another man on the econti-
nent of Asia had the same faith, we
could not aecomplish much because
but two would have all the power of
Satan to combat. Do you suppose
that Jesus Christ healed every person
that was sick, or that all the devils
were cast out in the country where he
sojourned ? I do not. Working mi-
racles, healing the sick, raising the
dead, and the like, were almost as
rare in his day as in this our day.
Once in a while the people would have
faith in his power, and what is called
a miracle would be performed, but the
sick, the blind, the deaf and dumb,

&

understandingly say, that you are

the crazy, and those possessed with
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.
different kinds of devils were around
him, and only now and then could his
faith have power to take effect, on ac-
count of the want of faith in the in-
dividuals, ,

Many suppose that in the days of
the Savior no person was sick, in the
vicinity of his labors, but what was
healed ; this is a mistake, for it was
ouly occasionally that a case of heal-
ing a sick person or casting out a devil
occurred. DBut again, suppose that
two-thirds of the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem and the regions round about had
actually possessed like faith in the
Savior that a few did, then it is very
probable that all the sick would have
been healed and the devils cast out,
for there would have been a predomi-
nance of a good power over the evil
influences.

Let two persons be on the continent
of America, having faith like a grain
of mustard seed, and let one of them
be situated on the Atlantic and the
other on the Pacific coast, and most
of the sick would remain sick around
them, the dying would die, and those
possessed of devils would continue to
be tormented, though once in a while
a sick person might be healed, or a
blind person be made to see. Now
let each one of those individuals have
another person of like faith added to
him, and they will do as much again
work ; then let there be four persons
in the east and four in the west, all
possessing faith like a grain of mus-
tard seed, and there will be four times
as much done as when there was but
one in each place ; and thus go on in-
creasing their number in this ratio
until, by and bye, all the Latter-day
Saints have faith like a grain of mus-
tard seed, and where would there be
~ place for devils? Not in these moun-
tains, for they would all be cast out.
Do you not perceive that that would
be a great help to us ?

If I had power of myself to heal the
sick, which I do not profess to have,
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or to cast out devils, which power T
have not got, though if the Lord sees
fit to cast them out through my com-
mand it is all right—still if I had that
power, and there was no other person
to help me, the people would do as
they do now, they would hunt me al-
most to death, saying, “ Won't you
lay hands on this sick person? Won't
you go to my house over yonder ?”
and so on. [ am sent for continually,
though I only go occasionally, becaus-
it 18 the privilege of every father, who
1s an Elder in Israel, to have faith to
heal his family, just as much so as it
1s my privilege to have faith to heal
my family ; and if he does not do it
he 1s not living up to his privilege. 1t
1s just as reasonable for him to ask
me to cut his wood and maintain his
family, for if he had faith himself he
would save me the trouble of leaving
other duties to attend to his request.

Let this faith be distributed and it
makes all things easy, but put one or
two dozen men to hauling a wagon
containing a hundred tons' weight,
and the labor is very heavy, whereas
if #he whole of 'the Latter-day Saints
would put their shoulder to the load
it would be moved easily. It is with
the mental powers as it is with the
physical, and that is why I wish you
to consider the matter, and why I lay
those things before you. Let the
Latter-day Saints have faith and works,
and let them forsake their covetous-
ness and cleave unto righteousness.

I have given you a short discourse
upon faith and practical religion, and
now I say to the Elders of Israel, to
the Bishops of the different wards,
and to the Presidents of the different
Branches, if there is any business you
wish to bring before this Conference,
pertaining to fellowship and the con-
duct of individuals, you can have the
privilege. We were accustomed, some
years ago, to attend to such business
before our General Conference, and
it is our privilege to do so again, if
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we choose, or if there is any occa-
sion.

In all High Councils, in Bishops’
ments |
our business, the |
Church and kingdom of God, with
the Lord Almighty at the head, will
cause every man to exhibit the feel- |
ings of his heart, for you recollect it

Courts, and in all other
for transacting

is 1s written that in the last days the
Lord will reveal the secrets of the
hearts of the children of men. |

Does not the Gospel do that? It
does; it causes men and women to |

7

lie. By and bye he will steal a little,
and perhaps one or two of his breth-
ren know about it, but they say, *“ We
must cover up this fault with the
cloak of charity.” He continues to
lie and to steal, and we continue to
hide his faults ; where will it lead that
person to? Where will he end his
career? Nowhere but in hell.

What shall we do with such men ?
Shall we reveal their faults? Yes,
whenever we deem it right and proper.
I know 1t is hard to receive chastise-
ment, for no chastisement is joyous,

reveal that which would have slept in  but grievous at the time it is given ;

their dispositions until they dropped | but if a

into their graves. The plan by which
the Lord leads this ple makes
them reveal their thoughts and in-
tents, and brings out every trait of
disposition lurking in their organiza-
tions. Is this right? It is. How
are you going to correct a man’s faults,
by hiding them and never speaking of

person will receive chastise-
ment and pray for the Holy Spirit to
rest upon him, that he may have the
Spirit of truth in his heart, and cleave
to that which is pleasing to the Lord,
the Lord will give him grace to bear
the chastisement, and he will submit
to and receive it, knowing that it is
for his good. He will endure it pa-

them, by covering up every fault you | tiently, and, by and bye, he will get

see in your brother, or by saying, “ O,
do not say a word about his faults, we
know that he lies, but it will not do
to say a word about it, for it would be
awful to reveal such a fact to the peo-
ple?” That is the policy of the
world and of the devil, but is it the
way that the Lord will do with the
people in the latter-days ? It is not.

This is a matter that seems to be
but little understood by some of the
Latter-day Saints, it may be under-
stood bya portion of them, but others
do not understand it. KEvery fault
that a person has will be made mani-
fest, that it may be corrected by the
Gospel of salvation, by the laws of the
Holy Priesthood. '

Suppose that & man lies, and you
dare not tell of it; ‘* Very well,” says
the man, “I am secure, I can lie as
much as I please.” He is inclined to
lie, and if we dare not chastise him
about it he takes shelter under that
pavilion, cloaks himself with the cha-

rity of his brethren, and continues to

'dver it, and see that he has been

chastised for his faults, and will banish
the evil, and the chastisement will
yield to him the peaceable fruits of
righteousness, because he exercises
himself profitably therein. :

In this way chastisement is a bene-
fit to any person. Grant that I have
a fault, and wish it concealed, would
I not be likely to hide it? And if
the Lord would not reveal it I might
cling to it, if I had not the spirit of
revelation to discern my fault and its
consequences. Without the influence
of the Spirit of the Lord, I am just
as liable to live and abide in false
principles, false notions, and unright-
eous actions as true ones. It is so
with you.

If your faults are not made known
to you, how can you refrain from them
and overcome them ? Youw cannot.
But if your faults are made manifest,
you have the privilege of forsaking
them and cleaving unto that which is
good. The design of the Gospel is to
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roveal the secrets of the hearts of the | with, and written to, to be ecareful

children of men.

When men intimate to me, whether
~in public or in private, that their
- faults must not be spoken of, 1 do
not know how worldly-minded men
feel m similar cases, but like Klijah,
when he mocked the priests of Baal,
I feel to laugh and make derison of
such men.

Do you suppose that I will thus far
bow down to any man in this Terri-
tory, or on the earth? Do you sup-
pose that I will suffer myself to be so
- muzzled that I cannot reveal the faults
- of the people when wisdom dictates
e todo it ?

I fear not the wicked half so much
as I would a musquito in my bed
room at night, for he would keep me
from sleeping, but for the unrighteous,
those who will act the villain and con-
duct themselves worse than the devil,
to insinuate that I have not the pri-
vilege of speaking of their faults makes
me feel like laughing at their folly.
1 will speak of men's faults when and
where I please, and what are you
going to do about it ?

Do you know that that very princi-
ple caused the death of all the Pro-
phets, from the days of Adam until
now ? - Let a Prophet arise upon the
earth, and mnever reveal the evils of
men, and: do yon suppose that: the
- wicked would desire to kill him ?° No,
- for he would cease to be a Prophet of
~‘the Lord, and ‘they would 'invite him
to their feasts, and hail him as a
* friend and brother. Why ? = Because
it would be impossible for him to be
anything but one of them. It isim-
possible for a Prophet of Christ to live
in an adulterous generation without
speaking of the wickedness of the
people, without revealing their faults
- and théir failings, and ‘there is nothing
- short of death that will stay him from
it, for a Prophet of God will do as he
pleases. )

I have been preached to, pleaded

how I speak about men’s faults, more
s0 than ever Joseph Smith was in his
life time; every week or two I re-
ceive a letter of instruction, warning
me to be careful of this or that man's
character: Did you ever have the
Spirit of the Lord, so that you have
felt full of joy, and like jumping up
and shouting hallelujah? I feel in
that way when such epistles come to
me; I feel like saying, “I ask no
odds of you, nor of all your clan this
side of hell.”

I have wise brethren around me
who will sometimes say, * Don’t speak
so and so, be very careful, now do
be cautious ; " and I have been writ-
ten to from the east; I have package
after package of letters, yes, a wheel
barrow load of them, saying, “ O,
brother Brigham, I would beseech and
pray and plead with you, if I only
dare, to be careful how you spealk.
Would not this or that course be bet-
ter than for you to get up in the stand.
and tell the Gentiles what they are ?
Would it not be better to keep this
to yourself ? " "

Do you know how I feel when I get
such communications? 1 will tell
you, I feel just like rubbing their
noses with them. If I am not to

‘have the privilege of speaking of Saint

and sinner when I please, tie up my
mouth and let me go to the grave, for
my work would be done.

It was for this that they killed Jo-
seph and Hyrum, it is for this that
they wish to kill me and my breth-
ren ; we know their iniquity, and we
will tell of it when the Spirit dictates,
or talk about this, that, or the other
person and conduct at the proper
time. |

There are people in eur midst who
grunt at this course, and at the same
time have evils that I think are hard-
ly worth notice, for I do not think
that such persons will be good for
anything even should they happen to
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get into the kingdom of heaven,
though I suppose they are good in
their place if we can find out where it
is, but as yet I am ignorant of it ;
presume that the Lord knows where
it is, but I do not. I wish to say to
the Elders of Israel, to all penple, 1
shall tell you of your iniquity and
talk about you just as I please, and
when you feel like killing me for so
doing, as some of the people did who
called themselves brethren in the days
of Joseph Smith, look out for your-
selves, for false brethren were the
cause of Joseph's death, and I am not
a very righteous man. I bave told
the Latter-day Saints from the begin-
ning that I do not profess much right-
cousness, but I profess to know the
will of God concerning you, and I
have bolduness enough to tell it to you,
fearless of your wrath, and I expect
that it is on this account that the
Lord has called me to occupy the
place I do; I feel as independent as
an angel.

Some of you have been brought be-
fore the High Council, charged with
this fault and with that, and you say
it is too much for you, that you can-
not bear it. But you have got to
bear it, and if you will not, make up
your minds to go to hell at once and
have done with it. If you wish to be
Saints you must have your evils taken
away and your iniquities exposed, this
must be done if you remain in the
kingdom of God. If you do wrong,
and it 8 made manifest before the
High Couneil, don’t grunt about it,
nor whine about your loving, precious
character, but consider that you have
none; that is the best way to get along
with it. Myriads have scandalized
me since I have beén in this Church,
and I have been asked,
Brigham, are you going to bear this?
Do you not know that such and such
persons are scandalizing your charac-
ter?” Said I, “I do not know that
I have any character, 1 have never

No. 4.]

court, that you did steal the

. Brothel; |deeds ! ”

A%
stopped to &quira whether I have one

or not.” "Mt is for me to pursue &
course that will build up the kingdom:
I|{of God on the earth, and you mayx
take my character to be what yom
please, I care not what you do with
it, so you but keep your hands off
from me.

If you are brought before the High
Council, or before a Bishop’s court.
and it is proven before either of those
tribunals thatiyou are covetous, dant
fly in a passion and become so excited
that you are ready to burst. I max
see fit to expose some men who have
not paid their tithing ; now if you are
going to get nervous about it and are
afraid of bursting, let me know, and
we will slip an egg shell over you and
your precious characters. What pre-
cious characters some of you had in
Wales, in England, in Scotland, and

perhaps in Ireland.
Do net be scared if it is proven
against some, before the Bishop's

es
from your neighbor’s garden fence. If
you did, it would be far better for you te
get right up and own it, for you haye
in reality lost your character before
God, angels, and men, and then re-
frain from such evils and try to es-
tablish a good character. It would
be better for you to do that, than to be-
come angry when your faults ave
made manifest. If it is proven before
the High Council that you did steal a
beef creature, don’t get angry, but rise
upand acknowledge that youdid stealir.

If it is proven that you have beexn
to some person’s wood pile and stolex.
wood, don’t be frightened, for if you
will steal, it must be made manifest.
Some one may say, “ Why I did not
think Saints were guilty of such
Nor I either. Such erimes.
are committed by people who gather
with the Saints, to try them, to afflict
and annoy them, and drive them to
their duty. Do you not suppose that
it 1s necessary to have devils mixed

[Yul £ 1 %
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w with us, to make
e are as yet obliged
in our community, we could not build
wp the kingdom without them. _ny
f you know that you cannot get
~endowment without the devil's beiug
wpresent; indeed we cannot make
xapid progress without the devils. I
#now that it frightens the right
wous sectarian world to think that
we have so many devils* with us,
50 many poor, miSérable curses.
Liless your souls, we could not pros-
ger in the kingdom of God with-
~out them. We must have those
smongst us who will steal our fence
poles, who will go and steal hay from
“their neighbor’s hay stack, or go into
Ais corn field to steal corn, and leave
the fence down; nearly every ax that
3s dropped in the kan yon must be
ymked up by them, and the scores of
Host watches, gold nngahMt pins,
fe., must get into their , though
u.hﬂ will not wear them in your sight.
1t is essentially necessary to have such
-characters here.

After we bhad given the brethren
such a scouring two or three months
ago, about returning lost property
when found, one or two men brought
“in two or three rusty nails of no value,
which they had picked up; this was |
‘tantamount to saying to brother |
Sprague, “If we had found your
_purse, or if we had found Brigham's

rse, we would see you in hell be:
Yore we would return it.” We wish
to impress upon you the necessity of
_your bringing the ax you find, the
‘ay fork, or any other lost property
- which you find, to the person who is
“ﬂ.ppnmted to take charge of such pro-
‘perty, that the owners may again
yuasesa it. But if you should pick

a piece of rotten wund and brin

it to brother Brigham, or Dr. Sprague,

“with a show of honesty, and in deri-
~sion of the counsel you have received,

it would be like saying, « If we ‘could
~#ind or steal your purses, you should
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A
ve de*nlﬂ

‘here by stealing from the Samts and

never see them again. We are poor,
miserable devils, and mean to live

you cannot help yourselves.”

Live here then, you poor, miserable
curses, until the uma of retribution,
when your heads will have to be se-
vered from your bodies. Just let the
Lord Almighty say, * Lay judgment
to the line and righteousness to the
plummet,” and the time of thieves is
short in this community. What do,
you suppose they would say in old
hIﬂEEEEEHEEﬂS, should they hear that
the Latter-day Saints had received a
revelation or commandment to lay
“ judgment to the line and righteous-
ness to the plummet?” What would
they say in old Connecticut? They
would raise a universal howl of, “ How
wicked those Mormons are; they are
killing the evil doers who are among
them ; why I hear that they kill the
wicked away up yonder in Utah.”
They do not kill anybody down there,
do they ?

As for the imhabitants of the earth,
who know anything about the ““ Mor-
mons, having power to utter worse
eplthﬁts against us than they do, they
have to get more knowledge in order
to do it; and as for those enemies
who have been in our midst, feeling
any worse than they do, they have
first to know more ; they are as full
of bad feeling now as they can hold
without bursting. What do I care
for the wrath of man? No more
than I do for the chickens. that run
in my dooryard. I am here to teach
the ways ﬂf the Lord, and lead men
to life everlasting, but if they have
not a mind to go there, I Wiﬂh them
to keep out of my path.

I want the Elders of Israel to un-

derstand that if they are exposed iu
their stealing, lying, deceiving, wick-

edness, and covetousness, which 1is
idolatry, they must not fly in a pas-
sion about it, for we calculate to ex-
pose you, from time to time, as we
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please, when we can get time to notice
you.

Daring this Conference, I do not
want to think where the *“ Mormons "
have been, and how they have been
treated, but I want to think of mat-
ters that will make my heart light,
like the roe on the mountains—to
reflect that the Lord Almighty has
ziven me my birth on the land where
IHe raised up a Prophet, and revealed
the everlasting Gospel through him,
and that I had the privilege of hear-
ing it—of knowing and understanding
it—of embracing and enjoying it. 1
feel like shouting hallejujah, all the
timey when I think that I ever knew
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Joseph Smith, the Prophet whom the
Lord raised up and ordained, and to
whom He gava keys and power to
build up the kingdom of God on earth
and sustain it. These keys are commit-
ted to this people, and we have power to
continue the work that Joseph com-
menced, until everything is prepared
for the coming of the Son of Man.
This is the business of the Latter-
day Saints, and it is all the business
we have on hand. When we come
to worldly affairs, as they are called,
they can be done in stormy weather,
if we attend to the kingdom of God
in fair weather.

May God bless you. Amen.
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Prest. B. Younxa — As the peo-
ple have now ‘begun to assemble,
[ take the liberty of making a few
remarks. I request those who pro-
fess to be Saints to exercise faith,
and to endeavor to realize that the
worship of God is sacred, and benefi-
cial to His people. It is true that
we have much to do of a temporal
nature, as it is térmed ; many duties
pertaining to daily business and the
affairs of this life devolve upon us.

This is necessarily the case, for. if
we are to build up the kingdom of
God, or establish Zion upon the earth,
we have to labor with our hands, plan

with our minds, and devise ways and
means to accomplish that object.
There 1s a time for all these duties,
and there is also a time to serve the
Lord by praying, preaching, singing,
meditating, watching, and fasting.
Inasmuch as there is a time for all
things, and as this is the time that we
have unitedly set apart for the express
purpose of wurshlppmg the Lord, and
of enjoying His Holy Spirit by callmg
in our reflections pertaining to
things and objects, that we ‘at
tend more 1mmad1atel to a
flection and cuntemplatmn of hea.venly
things, it is necessary for these my




