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a I‘nestl or Deacon, has the best | marrow of ** Alormonism.’
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Yes, it is

works, if his labours are the most, if  applicable in families, thank God, and
his acts are the most righteous in mag- | in the Church of God, in quorums, in

nifying his calling to the utmost, he | councils, and in every other organiz

is better off than any man in the
Church who does not y his call-
mg. Is this doctrine applimble to
ordained men in the Church? Yes,
to every man of God, whether he be a

Priest, Teacher, Member, Elder, or |

Apostle; each person will be rewarded
according to his works. Is it appli-
cable in families ? Yes. * Oh,” says
one, ** That makes me feel bad; my
poor wife, my dear loving wife, the
wife of my youth and the companion
of my toils, what will she think of this?
Bless me, I tremble for her.”
works are better, if her righteousness
excecds that of the rest of your wives,
if she has more philanthropy, greater
charity, and deserves more than they,
<he will gét more.. But if her works
are not equal to those of some of the
balance, she will still be rewarded
according to her works.

I like the doctrine; I can swallow
1t without greasing my mouth. Itis

If her

!

ed
body ; it applies to the world which
we inhabit, and to every thing that is
1n heaven,

I know that there are hundreds of
thousands of men out of this Church,
and do we like them? Yes. When
we talk against men out of the Church

~do we mean to be understood as speak-

ing against good men—men who wish
to do right? No; but we mean the
poor devils and the devil’s poor, that's
the idea.

To righteous and honorable men
who have true integrity, in them we
say, “ God bless you,” for that is the
way we feel t.owarda all such the wide
world over. God bless the righteous.
whether they are in the Church or out
of it. And God bless the righteous
Saints in the Church, and in all the
families of God’s people. I am back-
ing up what brother John has been
speaking. I want the Saints to do
right and be*blessed, which may God

v first-rate doctrine, and is a goodly ' grant, in the name of Jesus Chnst.
?‘art of the real faith, virtue, root and | Amen.

LITERAL FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY—DESTRUCTION OF JERUSA-
LEM—RESTORATION OF ISRAEL—THE COMING OF CHRIST.

A Discourse, by Elder P. P. Pratt, Delivered in the Bowery, Greal Salt Lake City,’
October 7, 1855.

We wish the emtire attention of
the congregation ; the assembly being
80 vast, it will almost be lmposmble
for the speaker to be heard unless
there is great order and strict atten-
don. We wish no disturbance on the

outskirts of the assembly, as we wish
all to hear.

I will read for the edification of
the assembly, a portion of the 2lst
chap. of " Luke, contained in what
is called King James' translation of
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the 'New Testament, from the 5th to
the 36th verse.

I will remind those who' hear me
this day of  onme fact which can be
clearly demonstrated to the mind of
every careful reader of the Scriptures,
and which fact is a guarantee, as it
were, to the rational mind, for the
manner of the fulfilment of that whichis
future; it is this,"that the prophecies
contained in the Holy Bible, spoken
by Moses and the Prophets, Jesus
and the Apostles, have been fulfilled
literally and naturally, so far as they
have been fulfilled at all. Not in the
sense, however, that modern blindness
and priestcraft have tried to throw
over them, but in a plain and common
sense, as plain as if a man were to
rise here and tell that the wall around
this Temple Block would be over-
thrown, and not one stone left upon
another, and then tell the circum-
stances that would transpire before it,
and in connection with it, and after
it, and then it afterwards be fulfilled
and recorded in history; so plain, so
clear, so full, and so exact have the
predictions of the Prophets of God,
and the Apostles of God, and of the
Son of God been fulfilled, except such
portions as remain to be fulfilled.

Keep that ome fact in view, and
theu search the prophecies, and trace
them out; search history for their
fulfilment, and give diligent heed to
the things that are written, for these
are the commandments not only of
the ancient Apostles and Prophets,
but of the Apostles and Prophets of
the last days.

Jesus himself, while he travelled up-
on the earth in his mortal tabernacle,
read the Scriptures to the people, ““he
opened the book and taught;” his
manner was to do it in the synagogue
every Sabbath day—he exhorted them
to search into the things that were
written.

And after he had risen from the
dead, and received all power in heaven
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and on earth, he refered his disciples
to that which was written.

On a certain occasion he said, “ O
fools and slow of heart to belieye that
which the Prophets have written.”

When he appeared to the Nephites,
in his risen body, as you will find it
written in the Book of Mormon, he
took pains to refer them to the written
prophecies of Isaiah and many others,
and quoted many of them, and ex.
horted the people to search the things
contained in the prophecies of Isaiah
diligently, bearing testimony of their
literal fulfilment; and s#id he, “A
commandment I give unto you that
ye search these things diligently,” for
they have been fulfilled, and will be
fulfilled according to that which is
written, not in some other way.

Not only are we included in these
general exhortations and command-
ments of the ancients, and of Jesus
Christ himself, but the same com-
mandments have been renewed to us
by our great Prophet and founder,
Joseph Smith, and by our Prophets
and Apostles that still live.

How often have they told us to
treasure up the words of God, those
things that are written for our profit

" | and learning, and to search diligently

and treasure up in our hearts continu-
ally words of wisdom from the best
books.

Says the word of God through Jo-
seph Smith to this people, search the
Scriptures, treasure them up in your
hearts, put them in a good store-house
—the store-house of your memeory ;
then the Holy Spirit will be at liberty
when yvou are called up to teach others
to select from that well-stored treasure
things new and old.

It is not to study up what you shall
say particularly, but to treasure up
truth in your hearts, to have themr
well filled with it, kept well stored,
and then give free liberty to the Spirit
of God to operate upon you, to collect
out of that treasure that portion
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which will be best suited to the wants
and condition of men who do not trea-
sure up the words of life.

If the Holy Spirit should come
upon a man of that description to se-
lect out of that store-house, he would
find it empty, and he would have the
trouble of putting it there, or it would
not be there; hence he would be bar-
ren and unfruitful.

Search the Seriptures, ye Saints of
the Most High ; among all your cares,
and all your duties, search the Serip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments,
of the Book of Mormon, and the reve-
lations of God that have been written
for our profit and learning.

And to the young people among us,
a generation brought up amid the
hurry, teil, and cares of a new coun-
try, I say do not neglect to treasure
up in your hearts the history, and the
prophecies, and their fulfilment, and
the promises, and hopes shadowed
forth therein, and the doctrines, and
principles,and examples left on record.

You may say you have not time;
take those portions of time you would
otherwise devote to something less
useful. We all have time to do it.
I have been as hard working in my
day as any other man, perhaps, and I
always had time to do it, and always
have dome it, and it was by the light
that shone in a dark place, diligently
and prayerfully searched out, and the
Holy Spirit that shene upon the un-
derstanding, through the prayer of
faith, and through diligent searchy
that caused me to see, and understand,
and lay hold on certain things that
came in fulfilment of these prophe-
cies.

If any one asks hew I came to be a
Latter-day Saint, or what some people
would ealla ““ Mormon," a follower of Jo-
seph Smith, the medern Prophet, 1 an-
swer, it was because I had given heed to
the sentiments of truth from my early
youth, carefully and prayerfully search-
ing and believing them; it was be-

No. 9.]

‘are here.”

cause the Holy Spirit rested upon me,
and opened my understanding to the
same through the prayer of faith, and
diligent search. It was because that
the Holy Spirit gave me clearly to
understand that this modern Prophet,
and the fulness of the Gospel re-
stored by him, had come in fulfilment
of certain promises made by the an-
cient Prophets and Apostles ; that is
the reason why I really embraced the
fulness of the Gospel which the
world calls * Mormonism.”

Let us review the things we have
read, and make a few remarks upon
them.

Some of the disciples, feeling proud
of their great temple, or national house
of God, and feeling to rejoice in its
workmanship, beauty, grandeur, and
probably flattering themselves it
would endure for ever as the great
centre of the Jewish worship for all
nations, they called the attention of
Jesus to it, saying, * Master, see
what manner of stones and buildings
“Why,"” said Jesus, “ the
days will come when there will not be
left one of these stones on the top of

another.”

Does that need spiritualising ?
Does it need some learned man from

a college to tell you what that means,
‘and give you the spiritual sense of it ?

It had but one sense, and that a child
could understand.

“ The days will come when there
will not be one of those beautiful
stones left upon another, that shall
not be thrown down.” In the Indian
phraseology they inquired how many
moons first, or in other words, * Master,
when shall these things be, and what
sign will there be when these things
transpire?” Jesus begins to tell
them some of the things that would
immediately happen in their day.

The first thing be calls their atten-
tion to, ameng the things that had
been ‘transpiring, was, that a great
many deceivers should come and

[Vol. 1IL
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profess to be Christ, saying. * I am
Christ, but do not go after them,
take care and not be deceived by
them.”

The reason of this was that the
Jews were looking for a Messiah, and
for a deliverance from the Roman
yoke, and for their national independ-
ance to be restored to them ; and for
their city, and temple, and nation, to
be the seat of government for all
nations, a universal theocracy.

They were looking for this, and
they had rejected the true Messiah,
and were about to kill him, and were
looking for another to fulfil what all
men were in the expectation of; for
the old Prophets had teld them that
such a day would come, in relation to
that nation, and their city Jerusalem,
and the temple; that the throne of
(God would be there; that the taber-
nacle of God would be there; that
there would be one king and one
Lord, and his name one ; that all the
nations of the earth would come up to
worship—the nations they were ac-
quainted with in that country.

They had reason to look for that
day, because the old Prophets had
foretold it, and John the Baptist came
along as a special Prophet, and
nearly all that people had received
him asa Prophet, professedly, though
in reality, some of them received
him, and he told them some of
those things were about to be ful-
filled.

He had told them about their
king, about the Lamb of God, about
the Messiah, and that ‘they must re-
pent and be baptized for the re-
mission of their sins, and make his
paths strait,

With this double assurance, first
the testimony of their old Prophets,
and secondly the renewed testimony
of a new Prophet, to immediately
prepare for the fulfilment of some of
the old prophecies; with this'double
assurance they were looking for some-
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body to do something, and that
pretty largely too; and as they bad
rejected the true king—the true
Messiah, of course they would be
looking for somebody, that ambitious
spirits would enter, and they would
rise up and tell the people, “ I am he
you look for; set me up, and I will
deliver you from the Roman yoke, I
will break your fetters, and bring
about the restoration of your national
independance.”

“Don’t you bedeceived,” says Jesus,
“ for many of those who would not
hearken to me will come, saying, ‘1
am Christ,’ but do not go after them.”
These very things happened in those
days, for which you may read history.

““ When you hear of wars and com-
motion, be not terrified, for these
things must first come to pass, but
the end is not yet; nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom "—which had been a common
thing, and was then—*‘ great earth-
quakes, and famine, and pestilence,
and great sights from heaven.”

Go and read Josephus, and read
about these things being faltilled in
that same age.

“ But before all these things shall
take place, they shall lay their hands
upon you.”

Some people have been in the habit
of trying to apply every scripture to
every body in every age; they had
need to give heed to the exhortation
of Paul to Timothy, **Show thyself a
workman that need not be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth,
giving to every one their portion,” not
everything that is written for every
body in every age.

Jesus was talking to Peter, James,
and John, and to the rest of his im-
mediate followers. ~ ** They will lay
their hands on wou, Peter, on you,
James, and on you, -John, and also
upon others, and they will persecute
you, delivering you up to the syna-
gogues and into prisons, and you shall
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be brought before kings and rulers for
my name's sake.” And of which, I
need not observe, was literally fulfilled
in that age, the New Testament itself
bearing record of it in part; ‘ this
shall turn to you for a testimony.”
That is as much as to say, when this
happens to you that I have foretold, it
will be a witness and a testimony—it
will be another proof; therefore, in-
stead of mourning about it, and feel-
ing down-hearted, understand that I
have before told you it must be. And
when vou are brought before rulers
for my name’s sake, do not study up
a speech beforehand to speak in self-
defence, for I will give you a mouth,
and wisdom which all your adversaries
will not be able to gaiusay nor
resist.

Read the New Testament— the
history of Peter and the Twelve, of
Stephen and of Paul, and see if they
had not a mouth and wisdom that
confounded their enemies when they
were afterwards summoned before the
different authorities, and kings, and
magistrates, in fulfilment of this pro-
mise.

“Ye shall be betrayed both by
parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks,
and friends ; and some of you shall
they cause to be put to death.”. This
was fulfilled in the circumstances of
James, the brother of the Lord, whom
they killed with the sword, according
to the New Testament. It was ful-
filled in the case of Peter, in the case
of the stoning of Stephen to death ; it
was fulfilled literally in many instan-
ces in that age.

‘ And he shall be hated of all men
for my name’s sake.” Nations were
not singing the name of Jesus then as
they are now by tradition, but the
bare mention of his name gave a shock
to the wicked, to kings and rulers.

Go to Illinois and Missouri, and
mention Joseph Smith to the mob
that tried to butcher and kill him,
and drive the Saints; go where they
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reside, and say, Joseph Smith, the
Prophet, and it would not cause a
greater shock, greater rage and hate,
more bitter feelings than it would in
those days to mention the name of
that erucified Nazarene ; * Ye shall be
hated of all men for my name’s sake,”
that is, because you will be running
from place to place, making use of
my name—making mention of what
nearly everybody considers the name
of an impostor and deceiver.

“ That deceiver said he would rise
again from the dead on the third day,”
said some of those pious Jews after
they had killed him, applying the
same terms they now apply to the
modern martyrs.

To go about and preach his name
then was not that pleasant thing it is
now in Christendom ; I assure you, it
was a cross, and nothing but the Spi-
rit of truth, inspired in the heart of
man, would give him boldness enough
to do it. * But there shall not a hair
of your head perish ; in your patience
possess ye your souls.”

Now, then, comes the thing the
Apostles asked about, after he had
told them the preliminary leading to
it ; filling up the interstices of time,
he gets at length to the destruction of
that temple—to the throwing down
of those beautiful stones. * When ye
see Jerusalem compassed with armies,
then know the desolation thereof is
nigh.” Does that need any spirit-
ualizing ?

Go and read Josephus, read the
history of the Roman army under
Titus, the Roman general, who came
up and laid siege against that city
and surrounded it with the Roman
legions; and then read the history of
the war. It took place at the time
when almost the whole nation had
poured into that devoted city, just as
you have poured into Salt Lake City,
only we are a mere handful compared
with that great mation; they had
come into one of the great Conferences
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that happened about once a year; it

was during the time that tens of thou-
sands and hundreds of thousands that
come into Jerusalem, from all the sur-
rounding country, that they were laid
siege to by the Roman army.

The city was blockaded — none
could escape. Besides this there
were several factions within the city ;
Jews were at war with Jews under
different leaders. This made a deso-
lating war within, while the enemy
was encamped without; and besides
all this, famine overtook them, and
pestilence caused by want, and by
being crowded and shut up in the
city, and by the dead bodies with no
place to bury them.

Hence with sword, famine, pestil-
ence, &c., Jerusalem began to be
desolated. ** Now when you see this,
understand that the desolation thereof
is nigh. Then let them which are in
Judea flee to the mountains; and let
them which are in the midst of it de-
part out, and let not them that are in
the countries enter therein.”

Some of our Sectarian friends tell
us that Jesus Christ did not preach a
gathering ; he only preached the Gos-
pel, and then let the people live right
where they had a mind to. But here
i8 a positive revelation from the Son
of God, to those that would give heed
to his warning voice, to actually re-
move to the mountains in order to
escape the war, the troubles, and
pestilence that awaited the Jews and
Jerusalem.

Now if we had all the history of
those times ; if we only had what the
Apostles have written, in full, instead
of a little of it, we should have the
particular place where they did go,
and where they lived, you would have
an account of the organization of a
gathered people taking care of them-
selves, while war desolated the nation.
We have not got this part of ancient
history, but we will have it, for there
is wothing secret but what will be re-
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vealed—hid but what will be brought
to light.

When God sees fit we will have the
record of the fulfilment of this gather-
ing ; of every man, woman, and child
that heeded the warning of the blessed
Jesus. About seventy years after the
birth of Christ, which was about the
date that the Roman army compassed
Jerusalem, I warrant you they left
Judea and Jerusalem, and gathered
into the mountains to take care of
themselves. This is the very period
of Christian history I would very
much like to read—how they con-
ducted themselves when they were
gathered together, and how they main-
tained themselves when their nation
and temple were crumbling to the
dust.

““ Let them which are in the midst of
it depart out, and let not them that are
in the country enter thereinto.” We
are given to understand that there
was a little time after the Roman
army had laid siege to Jerusalem, in
consequence of a certain movement of
that army, that gave a chance to the
people in the city that were wide
awake, to gather. If they would give
heed to the warning voice of Jesus, or
to the words of his Apostles, not to
come down from the house top, or
stop to get their bed, but run with all
their might, they counld escape. A little
moment of relaxation, an advanta-
geous positon of the army, made escape
possible to those who would not stop
to take their clothes out of the house,
their bed, or anything else, but flee at
once.

““ For these be the days of ven-
geance.” Vengeance on what? On
the people of the Jews and on all the
people of Jerusalem that had rejected
the Gospel, that had rejected and
killed the true Messiah, and perse-
cuted and killed the Apostles, and his
diseiples.

““ These be the days of vengeance.”
What for ? That all things that were
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written may be fulfilled, not spiritual-
ized, nor transformed, nor done away,
but absolutely fulfilled.

What did he mean by that saying ?
Go and read Moses; I shall not trouble
myself to give chapter and verse; go
and read Moses and the Prophets and
see if they do not predict the horrors
of war to that age, and desolation, even
to the eating of their own children for
mere want, because of the pressure of
4he famine ; * even the tender and deli-
cate women, " says Moses, “ who would
not venture to put the soles of their
feet on the ground for tenderness and
delicacy, should eat their own children
in the siege and the straitness whereby
your enemies shall distress you in all
your gates, if you will not hearken to
my words.” He also predicted that the
Lord God would raise up a Prophet
like unto him, and the people should
hear him in all things whatsoever he
should say unto them, and every soul
that would not hear him, should be
cut off from among the people.

What do our enemies complain of
us about? For believing we must
hearken to the Prophet of the Lord
which we profess to have among us—
Joseph Smith, and Brigham Young, or
whoever it may be. * They believe,”
say our enemies, *‘ that they must
hearken to their Prophet in all things
whatsoever he shall say unto them.”
Just as though it was a mew thing;
that is what they are mad at us about;
it is the main point that is found fault
with from California to Maine, and
throughout Europe, by editors and
priests.

Evervwhere the word is, * what is
the matter with the Mormouns in
Utah? They hold te that abominable
principle of hearkening to all things
the Prophet of God says to them.”
O dear, what hurt does that do ? It
gives them power—they will all vote
one way.

We are not the only people that are
troubled with that doctrine, and this

is not the only
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y age that has had that
kind of trouble to contend with.
Moses had laid it down, that they
should not only give heed to his word,
and if they did not they should be de-
stroyed, and have to eat their own
children while their enemies besi
them, but that they should give heed
also to another Prophet that should
arise, and that too in all things what-
soever he should say unto them ; and
if they did not, they should be cut oft
from among the people.
* Butthat partof *“ Mormonism™is very
ancient, and applied to Moses, and to
Christ, and to every Prophet that has
ever been sent to lead the people.

“ These be the days of vengeance,
that all things that are written may be
fulfilled.” 1 have quoted a little of
what has been written.

‘““ But woe unto them that are with
child and to those that give suck in
those days.” What kind of a woe 1s
this ? *“ Eternal hell,” says one. That
is not the meaning ; but the language
signifies that it will be hard on those
who are in that situation in those
days ; they will have trouble because
they will not be in circumstances to
flee from their enemies; it will be
very inconvenient indeed for them to
escape ; therefore sorrow to them; it
will be hard on them ; they are to be
pitied. ‘

I used to think, when I was a boy,
that every time the Secriptures said
woe, it meant eternal hell. I did not
understand very much of the Scrip-
tures then ; in this instance Christ was
simply speaking of the trouble and
inconvenience it would be to those
who had little children.

I have often thought how much
more merciful God is to the Latter-
day Saints, in telling them not to go
in haste nor by flight, without stopping
to get their coat, their garment, or
their bed ; he has not told them to
escape empty-handed ; I feel thankful
for this mercy. |
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On the other hand, I have thought
that we have had some burdens to bear,
over and above what they had, which
makes the thing about even.

“ For there shall be great distress
m the land, and wrath upon this
ple.” That is, in the land of Judea,
upon the Jews, and in that city.

“And they shall fall by the edge of
the sword, and they shall be led away
captive among all nations, and Jeru-
salem”—what will become of it fi-
nally >—* shall be trodden down of
the gentiles, until"—that is a big word,
and means much in the position it oc-
cupies here—* unrtiL"—on that word
1s suspended that nation’s fate, and
the fate of all the neighboring na-
tions—*‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

I tell you there is meaning in these
words, contained in that single line.
O ye nations of the earth, if I had the
voice of an angel’s trump, that I could
be heard to earth’s remotest bounds,
by kings, rulers, captains, generals,
armies, and nations, I would wish to
read that one line in their ears, and
tell them the things that are summed
up 1n it.

“Jerusalem shall be trodden down
of the gentiles until the times of the
gentiles be fulfilled.” What is meant
by it? One thing we know certain,
we have no need to conjecture, that
is, that all these things happened lite-
rally,. The Roman army on the out-
side, and the three factions on the in-
side of the city of Jerusalem, and the
famine, and the pestilence helping it
on, performed their work until finally
it came to an end by the city being
taken by the Romans, the temple set
on fire, and burned, and the whole
city desolated, and brought under Gen-
tile rule, namely, Roman rule. And
it is said, in the history written by Jo-
sephus, that one million and a half of
Jews perished in that siege, that is, in
that one city, in putting an end to a
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national polity ; a national corrupted
form of government, a national priest-
hood, a national house of worship.

One million and a half perished !
They fell by the edge of the sword, by
pestilence, and by famine, and the
remnants of the Jews were carried
captive among all nations. To remain
how long ? As I have said, we know
this prophecy has been literally ful-
filled, for we see them scattered among
all nations to this day. .

I bhave seen them in San Francisco,
in Chili, in Scotland, in England, and
in every part of the United States, and
Canada ; and wherever my brethren,
the Elders of this Church, have been;
I can assure them of one thing, if they
have looked about them they have
seen a Jew or Jews. Wherever there
1 a nation to be found, or a people of
commerce, ships, camels, or any other
means of conveyance, there will be
found Jews ; that we know.

But about one stone of the temple
at Jerusalem not being left one upon
another—the fire itself wounld not do
this—but history has informed us
that the Jews concealed their treasures
under the stones of the temple, and
the Roman army went to work and
tumbled them about, and did not leave
one stone upon another, and finally
they were removed.

In fulfilment of another secripture,
they took a plough and ploughed the
temple site—so completely was the
scripture fulfilled.

Had I time I would gquote the chap-
ter and verse of this plowing, and the
history which refers to it.

Now then this last line I have read
has been fulfilling until now ; that is
certain. The Jews are among all
nations, in captivity—without being
organized and nationalized ; without
being restored ; without having re-
turned to the God of their fathers ; to
His matchless power ; to the adminis-
tration of His Holy Spirit; to the
enjoyment of heavenly communica-




LITERAL FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY, ETC.

tion, through Holy Prophets, by the
revelations of God ; to the administra-
tion of angels; to the enjoyment of
the religion of their fathers, and to
the power of God to defend them, and
deliver them from their enemies.

They have been 1800 years without
these blessings. This is a fact fore-
told in this chapter, and literally ful-
filled before the eves of all men.
All the nations know it that know
anything about the Bible or about
history.

Now there was a time allotted for
the Gentile powers to reign, for their
corruptions to bear rule, and during
the time here designated as the times
of the Gentiles, the times of their
ﬁulity, of their nationality, their re-
igion, and to prove them and to
see what they would do with the
power committed unto them-— the
times spoken of by Daniel the Pro-
phet, in which the fourth monarchy,
namely, the Roman, and all those
divisions, and subdivisions that should
grow out of it in modern times, the
times when these divided powers
should bear rule.

There is just as much a time for
these to have their day and prove
themselves, and bring forth the fruits
of their rule, and a time for them
to come to an end, as ever there
was a time for Jerusalem to rule or
for the Jewish polity to come to an
end. Now when that time arrives,
ye nations look out, for there is a
prophecy gone forth about you; it is
in these words, and recorded in the
Old Testament : *“Though I make a
full end of all nations where I have
scattered you, yet will I not make a
full end of you,” speaking of Israel.

Now, when the times of the Gen-
tiles are fulfilled there will be an up-
rooting of their governments and
institutions, and of their civil, politi-
cal, and religious polity. There will
be a shaking of nations, a downfall
of empires, an upturning of thrones
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and dominions, as Daniel has fore-
told, and the kingdom and power,
and rule on the earth will return to
another people, and exist under an-
other polity, as Daniel has farther
foretold. But let me read it here,
let Jesus speak in his own words, or
the writer for him. Now understand
that we have got down to the present
time, that is sure with this prophecy,
no man can mistake it. Jerusalem
has been overthrown, and not one
stone of that magnificent temple has
been left upon another. A great por-
tion of that nation fell by the edge of
the sword, and the residue went cap-
tive among all nations, and their city
has been trodden under foot of the
Gentiles, and will be until their times
are fulfilled, that is, until they have
had their reign out. Then what will
happen ? We will read ; “ And there
shall be signs in the sun,” Has any-
body seen them ?— not away back
among those other things ; there were
signs in the air then ; Josephus tells
you about it, and this book tells
you about it, as I have been reading
to-day in this chapter, about the signs
which happened as a forerunner of
the destruction of Jerusalem, and the
Jews as anation. Now after the Jews
have remained among the Gentiles
until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled, as a forerunner of this latter
overturn ‘“ there shall be signs in the
sun and in the moon.” Have any of
you seen them during the last 30
years 2 I bave.  And in the stars.”
Have you seen any signs in the stars ?
Think back for the last 30 years.
“ And upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity ; the sea and
the waves roaring, men’s hearts failing
them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the
earth, for the powers of heaven shall
be shaken. And THEN"—not some
other time. Are there any Millerites
here who have been setting a time for
the Son of Man to come? * Then
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shall they see the Son of Man coming
in a cloud, with power and great
glory.” Not you, my disciples, whom
I told a little while ago should be
delivered up to the synagogues, and
to prisons, and be beheaded, and
sutler many things; not you whom I
have warned to take heed lest you are
deceived by false Christs that shall
come to you; and when you should
hear of wars and commotions to be not
terrified, &c.; but Jesus Christ now
directs his attention to another age ;
this does not refer to you my followers,
you will be dead, and in paradise when
these things that I now refer to shall
take place. But TEEY.
people who shall live when the times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled—when
their reign is about to come to an end,
the generation that will be alive when
Jernsalem and the Jews are about to
be restored, and the full end of all
(Gentile polity is about to usher in.
“Then shall they see,” those that shall
live in those days. And what shall
they see ? “ The Son of Man coming
in a cloud with power and great glory.”

That 1s the proud sight that is to be
seen in connection with the end of the
Gentile rule, or the breaking up of the
Gentile nations, when their times are
completed ; when Jerusalem is to bere-
built, to be no more trodden down nor
governed by them, when the Jews are
to be restored ; and when there are
signs 1n the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars, and upon the earth,
men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking after the things that
are coming, then shall they see, not
the erucified Jesus hanging upon the
ignominious cross, mocked by the
wicked Jews, not persecuted by a
Herod, clothed in all the pomp and
pride of Gentile authority, not a Ro-
man army to overthrow and succeed
the Jewish polity, but they shall see
the Son of Man coming im a cloud
clothed with great powerand greatglory.

Do ye believe this, ye young people,

Who ? The | glory
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ye boys and girls ? Do ye believe this ?
All the prophetic sayings contained in
this chapter have been fulfilled, down
to this day." Do you believe that por-
tion of it which is yet in the future,
ye people of New-York, of San
Francisco, of China, of Londen, of
France? Do the Gentile nations be-
lieve this? You see the Jew among
you, and the Gentile bearing rule;
do you believe that this is a true pro-
phecy ? You ought to believe it, for
it 1s right before your eyes in.its ful-
filment, and if you do, do you expect
to see the Son of Man coming in the
cloeuds of heaven with power and great
? That is a sight some of you
will see ; you have only to live until the
time comes, and you will see it.
Whether there has been signs in the
sun, moon, and stars, and upon the
earth distress of nations.and perplexity,
men's hearts failing them for fear, in
the last few years, I will leave each
one to draw his own conclusion. If
this has not already been sufficiently
fulfilled, one thing is certain, it is be-
ing fulfilled, and when it is sufficiently
completed the Son of Man will be seen
in heaven with power and great glory,
as sure as you ever saw a Jew, that is,
it is a fact. “And when these things
begin to come to pass,” for that is an
important point, *“then look up, and
lift up your heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh.” Does it not appear a
little strange that Peter, and James,
and John, and the Jewish nation have
to wait until then for their redemption,
and the dead and the living, as well as
the Latter-day Saints? They have to
wait until then, whether in this world
or in the other, for the redemption of
their bodies, unless they died before
Christ, and rose from the dead when
he did, and the Jews must wait until
then for the redemption of their nation
and mnational polity, and for their tri-
umph over their enemies, and for the
putting down of all other power, and
for the establishment of the reign
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righteousness on the earth, the re-)

demption of their friends, and ven-
geance on all those who have shed the
innocent blood whether of Latter-day
Saints or Former-day Saints. This 1s
the day of their redemption, be in
what world they may, they are pre-
paring for it. “ Lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh.”
When ? Not when Jerusalem is com-
Enssed with armies, not when they (the

ews) are destroyed by the edge of the
sword, not while wandering among the
nations of the earth from age to age,
not while the Gentile powers bear rule,
but when the sun, moon, and stars
shall put forth their signs, the heavens
shake, and men's hearts failing them
for fear, looking for the things that
are coming upon the earth-—then is
the time to begin and look up, to lift
up your heads and rejoice, ye spirits
that are waiting for redemption, whe-
ther ye are in this world or in the
other, straighten your backs in your
hard toil, and look up, for your re-
demption draweth nigh.

“And he spake to them a parable:
Behold the fig trees and all the trees.”
We have not any fig trees here, but
they had there. “ And all the trees,”
embraces trees we have here. “ When
they now shoot forth, ye see and know of
your own selves that summerisnownigh
at hand.” Youdonot need a Prophet to
ecome along and prophesy that summer
is nigh at hand, for even the children
may know it. “ So likewise ye, when
ye see these things come to pass, know
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.”

O ye Millerites, ye made a great
mistake ; you thought the first thing
was the coming of the Lord in power
and great glory; you were going to
have him come immediately, without
any kingdom to come to, without a
forerunner in the shape of a Prophet,
but just by men guessing, and predict-
ing, and remarking, and commenting
on the prophecies; but so far as the
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coming of the Lord being the first
thing you knew, you will * begin to
see these things come to pass, and
then know that the kingdom of Ged
is nigh at hand ” and we have to be
born again or we cannot see it.

People hear of “ Joe Swith,” as he
is called, of the Book of Mormen, of
angels coming from heaven again; of
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; of
modern Prophets and Apostles, and
martyrs, and they think, *“what under
heaven does all this mean, we have no
reason to look for anything of the
sort, but we expect the Lord here
every minute.” They have no idea of
a modesn Prophet; of angels visiting
the earth in the latter times; of mo-
dern inspiration ; of a modern Church
that will hearken to the voice of a
Prophet in all things that he shall say
unto them ; it is all new to them,
they are astonished, and say, “ what
does it mean, I wonder what is this
Mormonism coming to? ”

The Lord will never eome until he
has organized his kingdom on the
earth, and prepared his people by send-
ing a messenger to prepare the way
before him ; that messenger has come,
and the man that delivered it has been
slain, namely, Joseph Smith, and by
the instrumentality of that messenger,
here sit the Apostles and Prophets,
ordained to hold the keys of the king-
dom of heaven.

If the people had read the Serip-
tures they would have been looking for
all this, if they had not listened to a
set of blind guides, who have hired
out for money to tell them the Scrip-
tures mean something else.

When you see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom of
God is nigh at hand. Says one, * for
my part I believe the kingdom of God
was set up 1800 years ago, and is not
going to be set up again; he is not
going to have it set up twiee, or I do
not know what you are going to do
with the Seriptures, you had better
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burn them up as a thing of no account,
because John the Baptist, Jesus Christ,
the Twelve Apostles, and the Seventies
all agreed in their former testimonies
that the kingdom of God was. then
nigh at hand, it must therefore have
been immediately set up, or they were
all false witnesses ; and if it was im-
mediately set up, as an event following
their predictions, namely, on theday of
pentecost, when the power of God was
shed forth, amd the Apostles that held
the keys of it organized it upon the
earth ; if that event did really follow
what John the Baptist, Jesus, and his
Apostles had predicted, then of course
1t was set up in those days.”

We say there will be another time
when it will be at hand; how do we
prove it. By the words of Jesus him-
self in our text, for he did not only
state that the kingdom was then at
hand when he first began to preach,
but he also said it would be at hand
when we should see these modern
signs here referred to. What did he
say should come? False Christs, and
the Apostles were to be betrayed, and
hated of all nations, and some would
be put to death ; He told them they
should be breught before kings and
rulers ; that the Roman army should
compass Jerusalem, and there should
not be left one stone upon another of
their temple, and the Jews should go
captive among all nations ; that they
should remain there for a certain time,
during which the Gentile power
should rule; that after all this there
should be signs in the sun, moon, and
stars, and upon the earth distress of
nations, and perplexity, men's hearts
failing them for fear; when these
thing come to pass, then know that
the kingdom of God is at hand.

What does this make out? That
there were two distinet times, or ages,
varying in circumstances, in which
the kingdom of God would be intro-
duced to the inhabitants of the earth:
the one should immediately follow
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John the Baptist,and Jesus, and Peter,
who held the keys of it, and the other
should be looked for and ushered in,
in connection with these modern
signs ; in short Jesus and Peter held
the keys of the one, and his brother
Joseph Smith, and his Apostles hold
the keys of the other.

Now I think you can understand
both predictions; one by John the
Baptist, and all the holy Prophets,
and by Jesus and his Apostles, and
the other was predicted by Jesus
Christ and all the Holy Prophets
since the world began, and both of
them fulfilled right here before your
eyes this day. The one in the events
recorded in the New Testament, the
other in the history of Joseph Smith,
and what follows.

I have already been lengthy; having
got at the main review, I will close by
reviewing one more sentence. “ Watch
ye therefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Now 1 know the babit of praying
always in Christendom, that 1s certain
portions of them, they pray in their
families and in secret, and have prayer
meetings ; they pray for this, that,
and the other, and say the Lord's
prayer and a great many prayers, but
the question is do they pray always ?
He did not tell them to pray the
Lord’s prayer always, particularly,
neither did he tell not to; but this
one prayer he did tell them to pray
always, and causes it to be written ; do
we fulfil it, and do they; it is not to
pray always nor to watch always, but
it is to pray this particular prayer
always—that we may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass and stand before
the Son of Man.

Whatever else they might pray in
all the varying circumstances of their
lives, all right, but this one thing they .
would be sure to need, to be accoun-
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ted worthy to escape all those things
Christ foretold, and stand before him.

And why should they pray this
always 2 Because it is not only the
living generation that had to meet 1it,
and had need to be prepared, but it
was a chain of prophecy that would be
gradually fulfilling from that time
until he comes, and whether they
passed through the vail or remained
in the flesh, one thing was certain,
they would all have to meet some part
of it ; if they lived in Jerusalem they
would have some part of it to meet;
or if they were scattered among all
nations they would have some part of
it to meet; and if they live until
there should be signs in the sun,
moon, and stars, and upon the earth
distress of nations, they would have
some part of it to meet; therefore
whether they lived in modern or in
former times, behind the vail or on
this side of it; it was necessary to
pray always to be accounted worthy
to escape all these things and stand
before the Son of Man.

This would have cautioned the
drunkard a little, and the miser a
little, the man who is engaged head,
heart, and hand to accumulate all the
riches of the world and heap them up
to himself, and not use them to build
up the kingdom of God; it would
have told him net to have his heart
evercharged with the cares of this
earth, or with surfeiting and drunken-
ness, if these words do not say so
exactly, another writer does, who
writes on the same subject.

Take care how you get drunk, how
you are a gluttun, how you are wholly
swallowed up in the cares of this
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world, in accumulating riches, and
take care to pray that you may escape
all these things, and stand before the
Son of Man.

It would not do for me to talk
always, but I want to tell you how to
prepare; and I trust my brother
Orson, or some one who will follow me
in the course of the day, will enter
dmn that subject more fully, and

ustrate the GDE el ; the remission
of sins ; the gift uf the Holy Ghost,
and the ordinances pertaining there-
to, as well as a good, moral, prayerful
life, all of which would open up an
extensive field for reflection, had we
time to enter upon it.

If we had time, and it was expe-
dient we could show you that in order
to restore the kingdom of God, and
prepare the way for the coming of the
Son of Man, the Gospel would have
to be restored in its fulness, baptism,
and repentance for the remission of
sins preached, and a messenger like
John the Baptist sent of old to prepare
the way ; but we will leave the subject
unfinished.

I expect to go where Jesus did and
tell the spirits in prison the good
news that their redemption draweth
nigh, and the good news of the Gospel,
my mouth never can be shut on that
subject, in heaven, earth, or hell, if 1
am at liberty to tell it, and the Holy
Spirit given to me to direct.

I leave the subject praying God to
bless you all, and all those that watch
and pray always to be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that
are coming to pass, and stand before
the Son of Man. Amen,
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