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and New York. What will be the
price by-and-by, as circumstances are
now shaping themselves in the
nation ?

If what I bave now said about
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temporal things is faithfully carried
out, it will lead to our independence
as a people, and to our comfort and
happiness as individuals.

May God bless you! Amen.

SALVATION OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL TO COME THROUGH
THE GENTILES.

Remarks by Elder OrsoNn Prarrt, made in the Bowery, at Provo,
July 15, 1855,

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

Tt is with a great degree of satis-
faction that I arise to bear my humble
testimony before the Saints here in
Provo, in connection with the testi-
monies that have been borne to you by
the servants of God who have ad-
dressed you heretofore. = We have
had some great and good instructions
imparted to us since our meetings com-
menced here the day before yester-
day. We have had instructions
which are of the greatest importance
—instructions that pertain both to
our temporal and future prosperity.
The teachings im have been
clothed with wisdom, and the gift
and power of the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven, which has inspired
the hearts of the servants of God
who have addressed us from this
Stand,and moreespecially has thisbeen
the case with regard to the instruec-
tions that have been imparted to us
this forenoon, setting forth our rela-
tions, as Gentile Saints, (or Saints
that have received the Gospel from

among the Gentiles,) with the house
of Israel. Perhaps there is no subject
that could be presented at the present
time that is of so much importance,
and that has so great a bearing upon
the human family, as the one set
before us this forenoon. It is one on
which the salvation of the Latter-day
Saints depends. It is one, also, on
which the salvation of the remnants
of the tribe of Joseph upon this
American continent depends. It is
one that we must not only under-
stand, or reason about, or think of,
but one in which we must engage
every faculty and power of our minds,
if we would be blessed as a people.
It is for this object, as has been plairly
shown to you this forenoon, that the
angels of God descended from the
eternal world and spoke in the ears of
mortal man. It is for this object
that the heavens have been opened,
and the everlasting Priesthood sent
down and conferred upon chosen
vessels. Itis for this object—namely,
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the salvation and redemption of the
poor, lost, degraded sons of the forest,
that God has given the Urim and
Thummim, and caused to be trns.
lated one of the most glorious sucred
record, or histories that was ever
introduced into the world by mortal
man. It 1s for this object that we
have been permitted to leave the land
of our forefathers, to traverse the
sandy deserts and arid plains of Ne-
braska, and to locate ourselves here
in the midst of these lonely and
peaceful vales; it is that we might
fulfil and accomplish the purposes of
the great Jehovah, in the redemption
of the remnant of Joseph who dwelt
here before us. I shall not, perhaps,
make a great many remarks this
afternoon, as there are others present
who no doubt desire to bear their
testimony before the Saints; et I
feel to make a few observaticus in
relation to that degraded people, and
in relation to ourselves, and our
duties in regard to them ; not that I
expect my feeble abilities will impart
anything that is of much consequence
or importance, more than what has
already been clearly portrayed before
your minds this forenoon.

With these preliininary remarks; I
will select a passage of Scripture as
a text. It reads as follows:—* Woe
be unto them that are at ease in
Zaon.” 1 think we will find this
text in the predictions of Isaiah. V/e
shall also find it in the Book of
Mormon. I will repeat the words :—
“Woe be unto them that are at ease
in Zion.” Do you think, brethren
and sisters, while so much depends
upon o1r exertions and conduct, that
we can come to these valleys, or go
anywhere else on this American con-
tinent, and settle down upon our
farms, or engage in our merchandize
or in our business transactions, and
be at ease in Zion? It is of no use
thinking of this for a moment; for
tho day, even the time of the re-
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demption of Israel, is now nigh at
hand ; and Zion, instead of being at
ease, must travail in pain to be
delivered. ©When the Saints first
began to assemble themselves to-
gether in Jackson county, Missouri,
anu began to build fine houses and
open rich farms, and were surrounded
with every facility for becoming rich
in this world’s goods—when they
were thus inclined to settle down in
pleasant places, with their affections
placed upon the things of the earth—
upon their houses and their lands,
upon their grain, their flocks and
their herds, and when the great and
important duties required of them
as Latter-day Saints were laid aside,
or, at least, placed on the back-
ground — when they thus settled
down, and were determined to enjoy
their own Zion at perfect ease, did
the Lord suffer them to remain at
easeY No. He suffered them to
be uprooted, to be driven from their
houses and inheritances, and to be
afflicted, tormented, and oppressed.
Why did the Lord suffer this?
Because the people felt a disposition
to be at ease in the land of Zion, and
to mneglect- the important duties re-
quired at their hands. This has
been more or less the case from the
day that we settled in the western
part of Missouri until the present
time. We have forgotten who we
are; we have forgotten in a measure
what God has been doing with us as
a people; we have forgotten his
purposes that he has determined to
accomplish in our day and genera-
tion; we have forgotten the decoraled,
forlorn condition of the sons of
Joseph ; we have forgotten the pre-
dictions of the holy Prophets among
their fathers, who so earnestly prayed
to the Most High for themselves and
their children to the latest generation, -
whose prayers have been record 1 in
the records of eternity and preserved
in the archives of heaven, to be
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_answered mpon the heads of their
posterity in the last days. We have
forgotten these things to a great
extent., and are dwelling at ease in
Zion, and neglecting the great re-
demption of Israel.

It almost seems sometimes that
the people are determined to take
their rest and be at ease before their
great labour is accomplished or their
day of vest comes. They build
houses, they plant vineyards, they
sow their fields, they gather together
large flocks and herds, they mnultiply
their goods and substance, they sur-
round themselves with the comforts
and luxuries of this life, and say to
themselves, “We will enjoy our-
selves and be at ease in Zion; we
will remain upon our farms and in
our fine houses; we will engage in
our merchandize and in various occu-
pations; we will let the Lamanites
take care of themselves, and we will
let the purposes of the Almighty roll
round without our help.” And after
all these things, they will pray every
. day that the Liord will roll romnd
events, accomplish his ses, and
folfil the covenants made with the
house of Israel, and yet not lift one
solitary finger to facilitate the answer
to their prayers.

As it was said this forenoon, God
is not going to do this without our
agency and exertions. What says
the Apostle Paul concerning the
Gﬁntalea? “ For as
have not believed God, yet now have
obtained mercy thrnugh their un-
belief, even so have these (that is the
houﬂe of Israel) also now not believed,
that through your merey they also
may; obtain merey.’

Thﬂ Apostle shows plainly that
b]mdness in part happened to Israel,

and that you Gentiles, as a conse-

uence, obtained mercy. Has not
&e light of fruth shone upon our
ntinds, that these Lamanites, who
areé of the house of Israel,. might,

ye in times past |
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through the merdy of us Gentiles,
obtain mercy ?

Pratt then asked a blessing
apon the bread.]

Through the mercy of the Gentiles,
it is decreed that the house of Israel
in the last days shall obtain mercy;
that ' is, t.hrough the believing of the
Gentiles, or, in other words, throngh
the Saints of the livicg God who
have embraced the covenant of peace
from among the Gentiles, and have

separated themselves from the wicked

Gentile nations. . It is throngh their
mercy, through their long-suffering,
patience, and forbearance, that the
house of Israel are to ﬁnd salvation
and mercy. And if we do not
accomplish this work, we shall suffer;
and I just as much believe this as I
beheve hat the sun shines in the
firmament of heaven. Without this
become the saviours of Israel,
we shall be accounted as salt that
has lost ils savour, and therefore
no longer good for anything but to
be trodden under the feet of Israel,
or of our enemies. Whosoever will
not extend the hand of mercy to
redeem this people will go down, and
lose their influence with God and all
good men. We are placed here as
saviours upen the mountains, and
God has placed us here because we
understand - principles that they are
ighorant of. We know about God ;
we have learned snmethmg of Jeaua
Christ and of the redemption wrought
put. by him; we have also learned
some little uf the futpre state of man.
We are in ssion of knowledge
which is hid from all the rest of the
world. Shall we, therefore, dwell at
easeupon our. farms and in our
habitations, and suffer these sons of
the forest to remain in eternal igno-
rance. of ihe great truths thql.t we are
in of ? . If so, woe be unto

this people, or any other people that

are intrusted with the sacred things

committed to our charge, and’ whu"

'7,00/-*-/ 2 Ve 7 .:i}?
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do not use them according to the
mind and will of God ; for it is his
mind that they should be used for
the redemption of those that are

nainted with these principles
by which alone salvation can be
obtained.

But how can we save this fallen
remnant of Israel? Can the re-
demption of this widely-scattered
and degraded race be brought about
in a moment ? It cannot. We have
heard from the lips of our President,
- who spake by the wisdom of the

Most High and by the power of the
Spirit which rested upon him. He
has pointed out the way, and shall
we not walk in it? Shall we not
give heed to his sayings? We are
commanded to be of one hea.rt and of
one mind; and in this case in parti-
cularwearereqmredtobe united in
all our exertions, and to use all the
power and faculties of our minds for
the salvation of the nations of Joseph.
Will the brethren reach forth the
helping hand, and try to refigem the
sons of the forest with whom we are
gsurrounded ? I believe they will;
for the purposes of God must be
fulfilled ; and we are the people who
have to do the work; and to those
who do not take part in it, I will

apply the words of my text— Woe
to tham that are a.t ease in Zion.”
And this woe will find them out; it
will surely come upon them, and
sorely affiict them from the rising of
the sun unto the going down thereof;
and when the might cometh, it W!Jl
not cease ; it will fallnw them day by
day, until they learn by sad experience
that there is no such thing as being
atease in Zion until Zion has travailed
in painand brought forth her children,
and especially when the work is of
the importance of the one now before
us, and required at our hands. Here
are numbem of the Lamanites before
me. How much good it would do
them, if they could only sit down and
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read as we can concerning their
fathers! Place yourselves in the
same position, and imagine that you
had lost all that was good and great,
and suppose that you were among a
people who understood all this know-
ledge, and suppose that they were not
willing to put forth theu- hands to
impart the blessings they enjoyed to
you, how would you feel P You
would feel as God feels, and the same
as the old Prophets and Patriarch of
the Nephites feel, who are now in the
heavens, and who are acquainted with
the purposes of God that are now
transpiring upon the earth. How do
you think they would feel, if they
were to come down and Imk upon
their descendants, and see them
wandering in darkness, without the
knowledge of God or their sncestors,
and then turn and see a people in
their midst who were in ssion of
the sacred records and prophecies of
their fathers, and yet that people so
careless, and so much at ease, that
they used scarcely any exertion to
impart the heavenly knowledge to
them? Perhaps some may inquire,
How are you going tonpart informa-
tion to so dark and degraded a people
as our red neighbours 7 Do as brother
Young has counselled, instead of
driving them out from your midst to
some desolate region. Cultivate their
friendship; be forbearing and kind,
and show a sympathetic spirit for
them. Build for them a good school-
house, and let the peopie be erigaged
in teaching them the KEnglish
language, both old and young, as far
as they are willing to be tanght.
Teach them concerning their fore-
fathers, the carrying forth of the
Book of Mormon, and the plan of
salvation which is revealed to us,
with the promise of eternal life to all
those who believe and obey. They
require to be taught in order that

they may have faith; for how can
they believe without taught by
ol. IX.
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those whose right it is to teach?
Teach them to read; and if you can
persuade them to be attentive, it will
not take them long to acquire a
knowledge of onr langnage. If you
can possibly aftord it, feed them and
keep them from perishing with
hunger. Just ag long as they have to
hunt in the mountains and kanyons
for food, and to eat smails, snakes,
and crickets, In grder to keep them-
selves alive—1 say, so long as they
have to do this, you eannot make
them think of God. They will think
of their hunting, and of procuring
something to prevent starvation;
for they must something to
subsist upon, éven if it is by stealing.
Then if you want them to learn
knowledge, and to acquire it in the
best way, and with the least

to yourselves, feed and clothe them,
and then instruct them; and if yon
can get their minds bent down to
study our , it will be but a
very short time hefore they will read
as well as the best of us.  Get them
so that they can read the record of
their forefathers—the Book of Mor-
mon, and they will soon learn what
God intends to do for them ; and then
the Holy Spirit will be poured out
upon them, according to the intelli-
gence and Capacities they have for
receiving the light of truth. In this
way they may soon be fitted and pre-
pared for a greater amount ‘of know-
ledge, and receive the eternal Priest-
hood upon their heads, and then they
will go forth to the surrounding
nations, tongues, and tribes of their
own people, and bring them to a
knowledge of the truth. And this
is the place for us to work; and we
have the liberty and the means to
first ‘begin directly here at home ;
and when we have instructed and
taught those directly in our midst,
not ‘merely by our theories, ‘but by
our precepts and examples, then will
be 'the time to go and convert those
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in South America and in the distant
regions of our continent. But if we
cannot convert those whom we have
around us, and persuade them ‘to
hearken to the Priesthood, it 1s but
very little use to go to others at a
greater distance; for here is -the
place. God has not sent us as a
people to dwell in the southern ex-
tremities of South America; but he
has caused us to be located here;
and hence here is the place where he
intends us to work. We are called
upon to begin here in the city of
Provo, on the lands that these Laman-
ites call their own, and where they
have chosen their homes. You may
say in your hearts that “it would be
so much labour and trouble —it
would cost us so much of our time
and means to convert those around
us, that we have not courage to per-
form the great und ing.” But
what were we sent here for? The
Lord has caused us to come here for
this very pu that we might
accomplish the redemption of these
suffering, degraded Israelites, as pre-
dicted in the sacred records of their
forefathers, and this is what we are
told by our President; and therefore
we can have no excuse, for our duty
has been plainly told us. This work
is of the greatest importance of any
work of the present day. I believe
with all my heart, as by
our President, that this people will
be our shield in days to come; and I
believe that if we lose this shield by
our carelessness, or by settling down
at ease in Zion, it will be woe to us
that call ourselves Latter-day Saints.
Yes, it will be woe to us if we do not
accomplish this work that is given
us to do. Do you mot kmow that
they will be the principal actors in
some of the grand events of times to
come? What says the Book of
Mormon in relation to the building
up of the New Jerusalem on this
continent—one of the most splendid
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cities that ever was or ever will be
built on this land ? Does not that
book say that the Lamanites are to
be the principal operators in that
immportant work, and that those who
embrace the Gospel from among the
Gentiles aré to have the privilege of
assisting the Lamanites to build u
the _city called the New Jerusalem ?
This remnant of Joseph, who are now
degraded, will then be filled with the
wisdom of God ; and by that wisdom
they will build that city ; by the aid
of the Priesthood already given, and
by the aid of Prophets that God will
raise up in their midst, they will
beautify and nrnamani; its dwellings ;
and we have the privilege of being
numbered with them mswad of their
being numbered with us. It is a
great privilege indeed (and we are
indebted to their fathers for it,) that
we enjoy of being associated with
them in the accomplishment of so
great a work. It mtuthmfathﬁrs
and to God that we are indebted for
the enjoyment of such great blessings
in fulfilment of the pro heclea. Their
ancient Pmpheta among  their
looked with interest upon
their chi and they interceded
day and night for their redemption.
In answer to their praye

rs, an angel
has flown through the midst of
heaven to preach the everlasting

Gospel to the nations; and itis th&re-
fore to them that we are indebted for
many of the privileges that we now
enjoy. If we are thus indebted as a
people,—woe be unto us who are
gathered from among the Gentiles,

if we neglect to pay the debt bynur
exertions to save them! Woe to us
who have contracted the debt! for a
day of judgment and retribution will
come, and there will be no escape!
No lawyers will be there to quibble
and bring up technicalities of law ;

|
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but the debt will have to be paid, for
to their forefathers are we indebted
for the light and knowledge that we
possess.  Therefore, let us bestir
ourselves, and perform those duties
mcumbent upon us, and then we shall
receive our reward. I do not wish

up ( to take up the time when theve are

others of our brethren that have not
had the privilege of speaking ; but I
did feel 1:0 say thEBe words. I felt to
shout glory to God this morning
when 1 heard our President speak of
these things. My advice to you, my
brethren and Hlﬂters, is the same as to-
myself—Let us wake up to a sense
uf these things; let us sacrifice
whatever is required of us for the
salvation of this people. With re-
gard to going to foreign nations to
preach the Gospel among the idola-
trous heathen, I will say, for my own-
part, that I would prefer going and
labouring for years in those mountains
to save Israel; yes, for years, if that
should be mred by the first Presi-
dency, thungh I stand ready to go to
China, or to the islands and nations
of the Pacific, or to any other part of
the world, when uﬂunsﬁlled so to do.
What are these sacrifices to the glory
that is to follow ?

[Elder Pratt asked a blessing upon
the cup. ]

Brethren and sisters, may God
bless you, and may his Spirit inspire
you when you lie duwn at night,andin
your dreams of the mght, when you
rise up in the morning, and when you
go about your temporal labours.
May He inspire you continually to
search and find out what your duties
are to the remnants of Israel that are.
in your midst. I ask that God will
give you this spirit of inquiry and
earnestness in the mame of Jesus
Christ. Amen.




