WHY THE SAINTS REJOICE, ETC.

prepared by gradual experience from
time to time, that we may progress in
the science and plan of salvation, and
be prepared for the greater things that
await us. |

I will not complain of our deficien-
cies for we have to be satisfied with
the things which we have accomplish-
ed, but we have full confidence in the
union and power that attends this
work. Itis for us to prepare ourselves
and to repent of all our errors, and
follow our leaders until we reach ce-
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lestial glory. The powers of heaven
are neither ashamed nor afraid, but
they have confidence in us and will
dwell in our society. There are a
great many keys, and manifestations,
and preparations, and associations be-
tween us and that great and perfect
 day, when the Lord will come ‘in the
power of heaven.
Let us all do our duty, and be faith-
ful to our covenants. May God bless
you all. Amen.

WHY THE SAINTS REJOICE — THE

SPIRIT RECEIVED THROUGH LAY-

ING ON OF HANDS—CLEANLINESS,

A Discourse, Delivered by President J. M, Grand, in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake Cily,
August 3, 1856,

Having the privilege of speaking to
you this morning, I particularly need
the aid and assistance of the Spirit of
the Lord, for I have been labouring
under indisposition for several weeks,
and do not possess that physical force
which is natural to me, therefore 1
need more of the divine influence of
the Holy Spirit.

We have professedly gathered our-
selves to this land to serve our God ;
we feel that we have found the pearl
of great price. It matters but little
in relation to the land that we dwell
upon, er the special comforts of life
that we may have found and now en-
joy in this land, so we but have with-
in us that eternal treasure that war-
rants us in believing that we please
our God, and that He approbates our

course.

I am aware that the christians would
think inasmuch as they have circu-
lated the Bible among

much towards spreading the Gospel
and establishing the kingdom of God
on the earth. But you, as reasonable
men, would consider that I reasoned
very badly, were I to say that the
United States by circulating the Con-
stitution among the various govern-
ments on the earth, had thereby esta-
blished se many republics.

In order for the kingdom of God to
have an existence upon the earth, we
naturally need the radiant light of
heaven, we need the divine sanction
of the Almighty, and He will set a
man to properly organize His people,
and execute those things which He
designs to have carried out. Some
may ask, why the Latter-day Saints
rejoice ? I answer, we rejoice not
alone in that we have a claim superior
| to the claims of others; not alone in

that we have houses and lands, and
power and authority, and the comforts

the nations of | of this city, but in the privileges given

the earth, that they have thereby done | us by the Almighty, through faith
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and obedience, for being more happy | where the principles of life should be,
than other people. We have not the | and gold and silver will not fill it and
facilities that the people of many other | satisfy the eravings within.

cities and parts of the earth possess;| Some people act as if they looked
indeed, we are deprived of many of | for this city to be like the various other
the comforts and luxuries which many | cities of the earth, and if they do not
enjoy in other climes. But suppose | prosper as well as they think they
we are, did we come here for them ? jought, they turn round upon us as
Were they the grand object of our though this world's goods were the
leaving our native soil 2 Was this the | primary object of their coming here.
view we had when we left Europe, the | L admit that Heaven has seen fit to
United States, or any other part of | give us many of the comforts of life,
the earth. or the islands of the sea? | but the primary object of our coming
Did we. come here to obtain a better | here was not to obtain_more desirable
farm, to obtain‘the luxuries of life ? | temporal blessings, or to obtain more
If this was the object of our pursuit, | gold or silver. This was not our

we have certainly been mistaken.

vieg, but we came here to do the will

It is possible that some may have | of our Father; and we built houses,
been tempted, as they were in the days | laid out farms and went to work as we
of Jesus, by the loaves and fishes : | would elsewhere, but these things did

but those who understood the truth
aud cumprahended and loved virtue

.| not induce us to come here. When
| we enlisted in the covenant of the

bad no such idea. They understood | everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ, our

that the Gospel of the Son of God

.| object was to attain eternal life; the

proclaimed and taught by the proper | object of our coming here was to please

officers, had been brought unto them

1 our God.

and that the sceptre of life had been | We did not merely have the Bible
held out to them. And may we not, | circulated among us; Joseph Swith
as Saints of God, rejoice that we have | did not merely tell us that he was a
found and received the truth, that we | missionary sent to proclaim that which
have tasted of its sweetness, and that it | was proclaimed and believed in the

has made us happy.

Garden of Eden, or the testimony

It matters not whether you dwell | that was given to Noah before the
in Great Salt Lake City, or in the | flood ; or that he was sent simply to
different settlements of this territory, | bring the books of Moses with the
or whether you are associated with | writings of the ancient Apostles and
those that are following some special | Prophets, or alone to inform us of the
branch of mechanism, if you have the | works of Jesus Christ when upon the
principles of eternal life, the gift of | earth. This was not alone the work
the Holy Ghost, the will of the Lord, | of the Prophet, but it was that he bad
the power of God within you, for|received a commission from the Al-
then you will be contented. On the | mighty, that he had been ordained by
other hand, if you have not the prin- | Peter, James and John, who were sent
ciples that come from Heaven, though | unto bim as messengers or ministers
you may have rich soil to cultivate, | from the heavens with proper autho-
and splendid houses to dwell in, | rity, and had given him the legal au-
though you may be connected with | thority of God—for what? To build

wealthy and influential families, and | up the kingdom of God upon the

possess choice localities in a powerful | earth, to organize it and set it in
state, you are not happy, you are not | order, and to ordain proper officers to
contented, for there is a vacuum | execute the law. This Apostle of

-
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Jesus Christ told the people that if
they would obey the Gospel, if they
would repent of their sins, if they
would be baptized for the remission of
their sins, they should receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on
of hands, which he was authorized to
administer.

Many complied with the teachings
of the Prophet, and what was the re-
sult? Much the same as we read of
in the Bible and the Book of Mor-
mon. The Prophet translated the
Book of Mormon, and therein found
the subject of salvation set forth as 1t
is in the Bible, only more plainly and
fully. The Book of Mormon and the
Prophet Joseph taught repentance the
same as the Bible, therefore they
agreed ; and the Prophet never limited
that instruction, neither did he limit
any of the teachings of the ancients.

If Joseph had merely sold the
people the Bible and Book of Mor-
mou, would they have received the
gift of the Holy Ghost? It was, and
1 presume still is, a favorite theme
with Mr. Alexander Campbell, of the
United States, that “the word is the
Spirit and the Spirit is the word,” in
short that there is no Spirit to be re-
ceived separate from the word of God.
His logic amounts virtually to this—
* 8imply preach the Bible, the word
of God and salvation as printed in
the Bible; and all who purchase
the Bible thereby purchase eternal
life.”

Who that is rational and
of a disposition to scan the subject
can believe such a doctrine ? Doubt-
less Moses heard the thunder of the
Almighty on Mount Sinai, and saw
the lightnings, but would you say that
I was reasoning correctly, if I were to
say that I heard that thunder and
saw those lightnings simply through
reading the history thereof in the
Bible ? Again, would I be reasoning
correctly to say, because I have read
the account of what transpired on the

No. 2.]
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day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was
poured out upon the people and Peter
spoke as he was moved upon by the
Holy Ghost, that I, therefore, have
seen the day of Pentecost? That be-
cause I have read the history of
some of the operations of the Holy
Ghost, therefore I have the Holy
Ghost? Or that I heard them speak
in tongues, because I have read the
history of persons speaking in tongues?
Certainly not.

i am aware that hundreds and thou-
sands of different denominations disa-
gree with Mr. Campbell, and also de-
clare that they receive the Spirit of
the Lord, what they call the new
birth, a change of the heart, put off
the old man and put on the new man,
and at the same time the operations
of their minds, their course of life and
all their doings and sayings, prove
that they are equally as far behind as
Mr. Campbell, and that they have
only the history of the light itself.

Should you light a room with gas,
and should an artist take a sketch of
the light, and some author write &
history of the affair, and at a subse-
quent date some other man write a
history, and should the two accounts
be placed together, describing the
beauty thereof and benefit thereof,
would the history of the light and the
bevefit that had been derived there-
from, and the abundance of that light
that was said to have existed, light up
a hall? If it would, do not buy auny
more candles, but read the history of
candles, and stick that history in vour
candlesticks ; read the history of oil
and wick, and stick that in your
lamp, aud see how much light you
will get.

You may read the Book of Mor-
mon and the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, and the word of God in its
various written and printed forms, and
after you bave read them all, have
you, by so doing, gained any right to
say that you have the light of Moses,

(Vol. 1V.
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¥saiah, Daniel, and other ancient and
modern men of God? Have you any
reason to say that you possess the
same light, the sawme joy, the same
spirit, as they did, in consequence of
your possessing the same written word
of God that they possessed ?  Yes, 1f
Mr. Campbell's doctrine be correct.
No doubt the followers of Mr. Camp-
bell consider the doctrine true, and
his logic and reasoning correct.

Some, in the so called Christian
world, contend that the spirit is the
word, and that word, they argue, will
save the people.

Now suppose that some missionary
- or Bible society should send a few
missionaries to the Latter-day Saints,
in these valleys, upon hearing that we
were short of bread and other kinds of
food, and suppose that those mission-
aries should tell us about the various
kinds of food necessary to sustain life;
and then suppose that this benevo-
Jent institution should publish 15 or
20,000 tracts to teach us what an
advantage it is to live in New York,
London, Paris, or New Orleans, and
what they live upon in the various re-
gions of the habitable portions of the
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earth, what good would all that do us ?

I answer, not any.

After you have read in this book
{holding up the Bible) concerning the
gommission which Jesus gave to cer-

tain of his disciples, can you get up

and say that you are Peter, James,
John, or any of the ancient Apostles,
or Prophers ? or by

had ?

~@Oould you reason that when you
had read the:aecount of the Psalmist,
where he says, *“ The mountains skip-
ped/like rams, and the little hills like
lambs,” that iyou had seen the glory
of Goddn this way, becanse the Psal-
mist records that hesaw it?
.~ Qould you, when yeu have wread
¢hat Paul knewaman-who was caught
up to the thiid heavens; testify that

8o doing, that you
had the Holy Ghost, the same as they
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you knew the man who was caught
up, simply from having read that
account ?

When you read of the gifts that
were bestowed upon and circulated
among the people of God, you cer-
tainly would not wish others to sup-
pose that mere reading about them
puts you in possession of the same
blessings.

But many in the world would sup-
pose that when they preach and circn-
late the Bible, they actually pat in
the possession of the people that
power and life and those gifts, that
the ancient Apostles and Propbets
and Saints of God enjoyed.

Brethren and sisters, we understand
the difference between enjoying and
reading of enjoyment, between the
history of a feast and the feast itself ;
also between the history of the law of
God and the law itself.

When the Prophet Joseph came
among the people he did mot tell
them that he would sell them the
word of God, but after he had estab-
lished the truth in their minds and
they were baptized, he then laid his
hands upon them that they might
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,
for he bad promised this, and they
reeeived the Holy Comforter and the
same light, the same Spirit, the same
power of God, and the same principles
of eternal life ; that very gift which is
the greatest gift of God, and it gave
them the same joy, and the same
great blessings,and this Spirit tanght
them the will of God. .

Ilerein is the difference bhetween
this Church and ithe people of the
world. Theyrejoice in thinking that
their forefathers had such rich bles-
sings, and that they were so happy
and rejoiced so much that they saw
God, His SonJesus Christ, and Peter,
James, and John ; and that their fore-
fathers received the Holy Ghost.
~ We rejoice thattwe have seen and
that our Prophets have reccived ithe
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like blessing, and not that we read of
their enjoyment. We rejoice that our
God lives, that Jesus Christ His Son
lives, and that the gifts and blessings
are bestowed upon us.

It is generally admitted that it is
natural for parents to love their young
children as well as the older ones, and
if there be any difference, they will
love the youngest ones a little the
most, for they sometimes have to be
more severe with the older ones.

But the world reverse this doctrine
with regard to the Almighty, for they
make God love Adam, Abraham, and
the ancients, but when it comes down
to the present time their wonderful,
peace-making religion makes them
rejoice that their older brethren and
sisters had rich dinners and suppers,
and that they had feasted on the good
things of keaven, but that our father
is so unmerciful in our day that we
have to eat husks.

According to the doctrine of our
religious friends, we have to rejoice
that the ancients enjoved the rich
blessings of our Father, and that He
will not give us anything but the
history thereof. (President B. Young:
And the chatt))

Such a course is not as consistent
as that of the devil, for he treats his
first children in a certain way, and
then he treats all the others in much
the same way; he treats everybody
about alike.

Have we mnot a right to receive
those blessings that were enjoyed by
our elder brethren? If the devil
tempts and tries everybody, and if the
voung children have to be tried, why
not the young be blest like the old
children ?

1 am aware that the Latter-day
Saints require a great deal of preach-
ing, and some of that, too, on subjects
very easy of comprehension ; 1 will
tell von what I said to one of our
home missionaries a few days ago, and
1 said the same to one of the brethren
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from Grantsville, when speaking to
him about the petty wrangling there.

They wanted a new local President
and a new local Bishop, they wanted
this, that, and the other, and wished
to know what we had to say. I re-
marked, if you wish to know what I
have to say, I will tell you.

Said I, if an angel of God should
come to that village, he would ' say to
its inbabitants, “ Repent and -wash
your bodies, repent and clean up your
door yards, repent and cleanse your
out-houses,” all of which 1 seriously
think that they have very much need
to do.

After they have actually cleansed
themselves and commenced doing
right, and have cleansed their locality,
I presume that then an angel, or a
man of God, might tell them what
further to do.

I actually suppose that in the in-
structions which an angel of God
would give, the wvery first lesson
would be to teach cleanliness to the
filthy, and then instruct them to
keep themselves cleanly all the time.
This is what our President is fre-
quently teaching you; and vet you
may go into some parts of this city,
and you would actually think that
Provo river affords no more water
than would suffice for cleansing them.

I 'like a place constantly kept clean,
and that must be so to satisfy me, 1
not only want the histery of a-people’s
being clean, and of their ‘having
cleansed wup their door yards, out-
buildings, and grounds, but 1 want
them to do it.

We have preached e¢leanliness at
Fillmore, last winter; and when 1
went there lately T was pleased to see
that they had made some little im-
provement.

But there is still by far too much
carelessness in this matter, and some
people seem to love to live amidst

tilth, and to souff its nauseous and

uuhealthy -odors, when it would be
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far better to apply it to enriching
your soil.

You have been taught true doc
trines, and the Lord God has given
you the Holy Ghost which has puri
fied your hearts, and now purify all
that pertains to you.

The time will come when you will
be tried in this respect ; and the days
of power will come, when the power
of God will be more abundantly
poured out upon those who are pre-
pared for it. And you who have the
truth and do not live up to it, who do |
not live up to that light and intelli-
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geunce which is given you, who do not
purify your bodies, your -clothing,
your buil lings, your door yards, gar-
dens, and fields, may look for the
wrath of God to burn against you.

It is your duty to be clean and
neat, and it is the duty of all the set-
tlements throughout tha Territory.

You have the history of the ]ight.,.
and you have received the virtue and
power which are in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and it is for you to obey
your leaders and the intelligence
which is in you, which may the Lord
grant, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

THE HOLY GHOST NECESSARY IN PREACHING—FAITH—HEALING THE
SICK—THE SAINTS INTERESTS ARE ONE—ALL OF OUR EFFORTS
SHOULD TEND TO THE UPBUILDING OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

A Discourse by President B. Young, Delivered in the Bowery, Great Sali Lake City,
Utah Territory, August 17, 1856.

We have had the privilege of hear-

who bas just returned from his mis-
sion, upon which he started two years
ago from San Pete.

Brothers Merril and Clinton, and | |

several others, have lately
from their missions, and I will here
give an invitation to those brethren to
come to the stand, Sabbath after Sab-
bath, and bear their testimony and
speak to the people. I wish to say to
the Elders who arrive, come, we would
be :ﬂpy to see you with us; come,
we will find seats for you ; and if you
are not all eloquent preachers, come
and bear your testimony. Brother
Whiting says that he is a man of but
few words. I am satisfied that there
is greater wisdom with many who say

' but little, than there is with those
ing the testimony of brother Whiting,

who talk so much; as for the multi-
tudﬂ of words, t-hﬂ are but of little

:cunsequmce, the ldeaa are of far the

- greatest lmpﬁrt.&nne
The kingdom of our God, that is

arrived ! set up on the earth, does not require

men of many words and flaming ora-
torical talents, te establish truth and
righteousness. It is not the many
words that accomplish the designs of
our Father in heaven, with Him it is
the acts of the people more than their
words ; this I was convinced of, be-
fore I embraced the Gospel. Had it
not been that I clearly saw and un-
dersteod that the Lord Almighty
would take the weak things of this
world to confound the mighty, the
wise, and the talented, there was



