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to say to all good people.
Lord may help
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That the | in His kingdom, is my constant prayer,
us so to do, that we | brethren and sisters, in the name of

may be accounted worthy to be saved | Jesus Christ. Amen.

“THE FACILITIES AFFORDED BY THE HAND-CART MOVEMENT FOR
THE GATHERING OF ISRAEL —THE SAINTS SPECIALLY OPPOSED BY
THE DEVIL IN ANY NEW ENTERPRISE — REFORMATION.

A Discourse by Elder Woodruff, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City,
October 6, 1850. !

Brethren and sisters, T feel to take
the liberty of occupying a few moments
in expressing some few of my feelings.
i have heard all the brethren that
have spoken for several days past.
i bave heard them say that it was
with great difficulty that they ex-
pressed their feelings, and I did not
wonder at this, for any one who will
veflect upon the state of the world
and the kingdom of God upon the
earth, and the dealings of Ged with
us, will be filled with feelings and re-
reflections which they cannot express.
No man could listen to what we have
heard to-day and yesterday, and I may
say for the past month, without hay-
ing many feelings in reference to the
condition of the people, Church, and
kingdom of God. There is no man
that bas been acquainted in this
Church and kingdom, that has felt
avny. responsibility resting upon him,
that has any desire in relation to the
gathering of Israel, that has beheld
with his eyes for the last week or
two, and that has listened to our bre-
thren, but must have felt that the
Spirit of God has been with them.

- I have a desire to bear my testi-
mony with my brethren, for 1 feel
tbaukful to God for His blessings
unto us, and unto our brethren who

have journeyed on foot to the valleys.
My heart was filled with joy on listen-
ing to our returned missionaries who
have told of the dealings of God with
them. I bhave been much edified and
interested in listening to the testi-
mony of our returned missionaries.

_ When I first met the train of hand-
carts my soul was full, the scene was
overwhelming, our hearts were swol-
len, as brother Kimball said, till they
felt as though they were as big as a
two bushel basket. Was it sorrow
that produced this? No, but joy;
and why so ? Because it looked as if
the very flood gates of deliverance
were opened, and as if we could say
to the starving millions, * Come home
to Zion, and improve the opportunity
that is now open, and renew your

covenants, reform yourselves in your

lives and conduct.”

President Brigham Young has talk-
ed about this
fore it came before the public; he has

felt that an improvement and change

must take place in relation to the
gathering of the people, as well as a
reformation of life of all those who
were gathered.

plan for some time be-

Whatever counsel the Presidency
of this Church have been led to give .

unto this people, it has been dictated-
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by the Spirit and power of God, and
our safety and salvation lies in obey-
1ng that counsel and putting it into
practice. We should learn to listen
to the operation and manifestation of
the Spirit of Truth,

When President Young launched
forth into the wilderness, leading the
pioneer camp to seek a new location
and home as a resting place for the
Saints, there were many men’ that
felt as though it was a wild specula-
tion, they thonght it was taking a
staund that was dangerous, but were
they men of faith? They might
well feel so if they had not the Spirit
of God, butall those that were govern-
ed and controlled by the right spirit,
felt as he did, and that God was lead-
ing him, and that he would lead the
people right: and it'is so with the
hand-eart trains.

We should learn a lesson by this
hand-cart operation as we should by
every other operation of the servants
of God. I know how it looks to the
Saints, but “ Mormonism " to men that
have not the Spirit of God is a great
mystery and a strange work indeed,
they do not understand the ways or
work of God; it looks to them like
leading the people to destruction ; but
in all cases where destruction comes in
all ages of the world, it is where the
counsels of the Prophets of God are
not fully carried out, bat where the
people deviate in some measure from
their counsel. And this was fully
manifest in the days of the ancient
Prophets as well as in our day.

The word of the Lord and the
words of His servants' have been
proved many times, and that before
our eyes; our leaders were led by
the Spirit of God, and I can bear tes-
timony that our Prophets and leaders
have the Spirit of the Lord, and they
are clothed upon with the holy Priest-
hood of God, and all the powers and
keys thereof, and with the holy anoint-
ing, and are fully authorized and qua-
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lified to build up the kingdom of
God upon the earth; they are in-
spired by the very same spirit that the
ancients were ; they want to build up
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| the kingdom of God, thisis theirobject.

When I saw brother Ellsworth come
into this city covered with dust and
drawing a hand-cart, I felt that he
bad gained greater honor than the
riches of this world could bestow, and
he looked better to me than he would
have done had he been clothed with
the most costly apparel that human
ingenuity can produce; he looked
better, I say, to me, than a man
adorned with jewels and finery of
every description. The honor any
man can obtain by his faithfulness in
this cause and kingdom is worth far
more than all the honors and riches
of the world.

The Elders of this Chuarch have
been inspired while on their missions
abroad among the nations of the
earth ; they have had the Spirit of the
Lord, and they have borne it forth
among the people, and we can see
the spirit by which they have been
governed in their works. 1 feel
thankful that the Lord has heard our
prayers in their behalf, for these men
have been remembered ; there has not
been a prayer offered up by a man
or a woman i Israel who have en-
joyed the Spirit of the Lord, but they
have offered their prayers and exer-:
cised their faith in behalf of and in
favor of those men ; they have prayed
for the * band-cart company,” that
they might be strong and be able to
perform their duties, and we have
prayed that they might be preserved
from cholera, from sickness, and from
the power of the destroyer ; and these
prayers have ascended up on high
and entered into the ears of the God
of Sabaoth, and our brethren have
felt the power of them; they felt, as
brother Ellsworth said he felt, viz.,

that they had the prayers and faith of
their friends in Zion. CF Ry
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Do I look upon these brethren and
sisters that come in with hand-carts
with anv less degree of respect than I
should if they had come with horses,
with dromedaries, with mules and
swift beasts? No, I do not; but I
feel that they have accomplished agood
work in thus coming to Zion, in the

and defended the words of His ser-
vants, and assisted in ecarrying out
their plans and designs in gathering
the people from the nations; they
have been inspired by the power of
the great God. and they have carried
the words of His servants into opera-
tion with success, and had it not been

way the Presidency have pointed out.] so, the devil would have gained a

I feel to rejoice also to see the
Spirit and power of God
so powerfully upon the Presidency of
the Church and those who have been
faithful either at home, or those who
have been on missions abroad.

The Presidency of the Church are
calling upon us as a people to repent
and put off our sins. It is right, it is
just that we should awake and reform,
for we have got to have the same
spirit; we have to wake up from the
deep sleep and slumbering condition
in which we find ourselves. We must
arise to a sense of our position and to
understand the signs of the times, and
become acquainted with what the
Lord requires at our hands.

1 am satisfied, and have been for
some length of time, that the Lord
would open some way of relief for the
poor Saints; it would require all the
Saints that are upon the earth with
their means—I was going to say that
it would require all the means in the
world to bring the poor in the way
they have been gathering. There
must be a change in the way of the
gathering, in order to save them from
the calamities and the scourges that
are coming upon the wicked nations
of the earth. It would require more
gold than all the Saints possess upon
the earth, to gather the Saints unto
Zion from all nations in the way they
have been gathering, but now :the
hand-cart operation has been intro-
duced to this people, it will bring five
here to where one has been brought
heretofore.

I rejoice in all those men who have
stood up to their posts as men of God,

L

poured out

great victory over the Saints; they
have conquered, amd this has been
the case in every operation that we as
a people have taken in hand under
the direction of the servants of God.

The moment that you take in hand
any new operation in the kingdom of
God, that moment you have to renew
your warfare, and the Saints will find
that wherein they undertake any new
enterprize and are sent to the nations
of the earth, the devil will be up
against them. Look how he raged
when the Prophet Joseph commenced
preaching upon this continent, and
then again when we went from this
country to Iurope, it seemed as if all
hell was let loose, As soon as bro-
thers Kimball and Hyde arrived in
England, all the devils in Europe, or
in England at any rate, were let loose
upen them, and it was precisely the
same in London when the brethren
went there; and I will say still fur-
ther, it has been so in every place.

I thank God that those men that
have been appointed to lead these
hand-carts have been filled with the
Holy Spirit, and have had courage
and faith to carry out the plan de-

but to the Gentiles; it shows them
that there is a God in Israel whose
power and Priesthood have been com-
mited into the hands of men upon
;hﬂ earth, and their works cause * the
wisdom of the wise to perish, and the
understanding of the prudent to be
lhid ;" and this power and principle is
felt by the great and the mighty among
men.

signed by the servants of the Almighty.
It is an omen, not only to the Jews,
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I feel thankfal that the Lord has,God, and as brother Grant has said,
preserved our brethren the mission- | we may take the Church as a body
aries, and that they have been per- | with the Priesthood, with but few
mitted to return.to our midst, and | exceptions, and we have been asleep.
that we have the privilege of greeting | What! should the Apostles of Jesus
them, and that we can rejoice together | Christ go to sleep, men who ought to
in the goodness and mercy of God.  |have their minds upon nothing else

I wish to say a few words to the |but the things of the kingdom of Ged?
Flders. I suppose we are all Elders; | No, they should not, they should not
do you teach your families the way | be asleep, but they have not always
of life and salvation ? Do you teach | felt as they should feel.
your wives and children the counsel | You may take the Twelve, and the
of God? We should impress upon | Seventies, and High Priests, and all
the minds of our children the evil |the other quorums, except the First
consequences of committing sin or | Presidency, and they have been more
breaking any of the laws of God, they | or less asleep. I believe the First
should be made to understand ‘hat by | Presidency have been awake or they
doing wrong they will inherit sorrow | would not have known that we were
and tribulation which they can easily | asleep, and they now think that it is
escape by doing right, and they should | time for us to awake and arise from
Jearn this principle by precept with- | our slumbers, and 1 feel so too.
out learning sorrow and affliction by| I will tell you how I feel about it ;
experience from doing wrong. men bearing the Priesthood of God,

We as a people should be humble, | it is a solemn truth, and you know it
be prayerful, be submissive to the|as well as I do, that almost all the
powers that be, that we may receive | male members in this land bear the
the promised blessings of our Heaven- | holy Priesthood of the Most High,
ly Father. and yet at the same time we have had

[ want now to say a few words | more stealing, more lying, more swear-
upon the subject of our reformation. |ing in one year thun there should
The Presidency have called upon us | have been in a thousand : we have
to reform our ways, to remew our|had more stealing here in Utah than
covenants, and to commence to live | has been for our credit, and when you
the lives of Saints. I take this]have taken up that you may also take
liberty because I have the the opper-| up every other sin and pile them up
tunity of speaking to you. I say|together and what is owr condition
then that they have called upon us to | before God? Why, we have viola-
put on the whole armor, to reform our | ted our covenants which we made at
conduet. Men having authority have | the waters of baptism. What is the
called upon us to forsake our wicked- | use then of our saying that we have
ness and our follies, and I may here | been righteous, that we have been
say that the Presidency have preached | holy, when we have actually been in
to the people in this Territory, not | a sound sleep, when we have been so
only for the last month, but for the | much out of the way? It is no use
last year, and 1 have thougbt that it | whatever, and the time of sifting and
was a good deal like throwing a ball | purifying the Saints bas come, and
against a rock, it did net penetrate|for one I am willing to put on the

——

but bounded back, but they have told t, and keep it on, until we
us that we were asleep as a people, out all the evil that exists.

and we have been told of the condition| Why will we suffer our hearts to be
that we are in by the Prophets of'set upon the things of the world,
No. 7.] [Vol. 1V.
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when they should be upon the Lord which we have been reproved, and I
and the building up of His kingdom ? | will not hand the garments to my
And as long as the angels are ready neighbor, but I will give every one
to write down our actions, and the their due, and take that portion to
Spirit of God is taken away from the myself which belongs to me. It has
nations of the earth, and they are been a custom at times when reproofs
filled with wickedness and abomina- have been given, and the garment
tions of every kind, and the judgments would fit & man, to hand it to his
of God are ready to fall upon the neighbor, but I know that but few of
earth, for ** Hell has enlarged herself, us will escape.
and the pomp and glory of the world | I know that I can take the reproof
will descend into it.” And where to myself, and I consider that it is
should men be awske if not here in  one of the greatest victories for a man
Zion ?  to gain, to learn bow to control him-
It is our duty, brethren, to live in |self. Show me a wan that does con-
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that way and manner before our God,
that we will find no difficulty in ad-

trol himself and I will show you a safe
man ; ora man that has prepared him-

ministering in any of the ordinances | self by this principle is on the road to

of the kingdom of God; we should
live so that the spirit and power of
the Holy Ghost will rest down upon
us: we should humble ourselves be-
fore the Lord in our closets, and live
day by day, so that we can know what
18 right and what is wrong, and when
the Presidency give us any instruc-
tion or charge, to live so that we will
be ready to follow their counsel.

I believe that the majority of the
people are ready to wake up; I be.

salvation. A man that is prepared to
lay all that he hath upon the altar,
and his life with it, for the Gospel's
sake and the kingdom of God, is in
the right way, but the mowment that
we teach a doctrine that we do not
practise we show our weakness. The
moment & man or a woman becomes
angry they show a great weakness,
and so it is with auy of us when we do
anything wrong.

1 feel, as President Young said,

lieve that they already begin to feel | that our Father in heaven is touched

the reformation spirit in them, and it
is certainly time, for there are great
events at our door, and I likewise
feel that we will have as much labor
upon our hands as we will be able to
perform; it is a greatand an important
day that we live in, and when we look
upon the work of the Lord as Elders,
as High Priests, as Seventies, and as
men should who bear the Priesthood,
we shonld never be asleep, but be
ever rendy to do the work of God,
and to build up His kingdom, for the
day is now come wheun we must awake
and become the friends of God; we
wust not allow avything to stand Ue-
tween us and our God, or we shall be
cut off,

There has been a great deal ameng
us which/ bas been wrong, and for

with the feelings of eur infirmities,
and when I bave looked at the mag-
nitude of the work, and the nature of
our Priesthood, and the authority and
responsibility which rests upon us
and upon all the hosts of Israel, I
bave felt oftentimes to mourn and
weep over the passions and follies to
which man is subject in this life.

If men could see and understand
their relationship to God, and the
position they occupy, they would not
see one moment of their lives that
they would desire to do a wrong thing,
but they would pursue a straightfor-
ward course, they would avoid all kinds
of evil words and improper expres-
siens,

What was intended by the estab-
lishment of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
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Was it for men to become darkened
and sleepy ? No, for the moment that
we do we come under condemnation.
I say, then, that we have_all been re-
proved by our brethren. I speak of
the reproofs given because they have
been among the things foremost be-
fore our brethren, who have preached
to us for some time past.

[ feel that this call of repentance
aud baptism for the remission of our
sius 18 an important one, and that we
caunot again go to sleep with impu-
nity, and I feel that inasmuch as we
will walk in the light, awake from our
slumber, repent of our sins, we shall
receive the blessings of the Gospel of
Christ, and all things that pertain to
the kingdom of our God.

These things that God has given to
us through our Prophets, will prove
the savor of life unto life, or of death
unto death.

When I was a boy, there was an
old man used to visit at my father’s
house; his name was Robert Mason,
and I heard teachings from him {rom
the time that I was eight years old
and upwards, and they were teachings
that I shall ever remember, and he
taught my father's household many
important truths concerning the
Church and kingdom of God, and told
them many things in relation to the
Prophets and the things that were
coming upon the earth, but his teach-
ings were not received by but few,
they were unpopular with the Chris.
tian world, but nearly all that did re-
ceive his teachings have joined the
Latter-day Saints. Prophets were not
popular in that day any more than
now, and I have often thought of
many things which the old man taught
wme in the days of my youth since I
received the fulness of the Gospel
and became a member of the Church
of Christ.

He said, “ When you read the Bible
do you ever think that what you read
there is going to be fulfilled? The
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teachers of the day,” said he, ‘“spiritu-
alize the Bible, but when you read in
the Bible about the dreams, visions,
revelations and predictions of Eze-
kiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or any other
of the Prophets or Apostles, relative
to the gathering of Israel and the build-
ing up of Zion, where they say that Is-
rael shall be gathered upon litters,
swift beasts and dromedaries, you may
understand that 1t means just what it
says, and that it will be fulfilled upon
the earth in the last days. And when
you read of men laying hands upon
the sick and healing them, and cast-
ing out devils and working miracles
in the name of Jesus Christ, it means
what it says.” And he further said
**The Church of Christ and kingdem of
God is not upon the earth, but it has
been taken from the children of men
through unbelief, and because they
have taken away from the Gospel
some of its most sacred ordinances,
and have instituted in their stead
forms and ceremonies without the
power of God, and have turned from
the truth unto fables, but,” said he, *“it
will soon be restored again unto the
children of men upon the earth, with
its ancient gifts and powers, for the
Seriptures eannot be fulfilled without
it ; but I shall not live to see it, but,”
said he to me, * you will live to see that
day, and you will become a conspicu-~
ous actor in that kingdom, and when
you see that day, then that which the
Prophets have spoken will be fulfilled.

And as brother Van Cott said about
his father and grandfathers, that they
did not join any church, it was so
with me ; I did not join any church,
believing that the Church of Christ

|1in its true organization did not exist:

upon the earth, but when the princi-
ples of the everlasting Gospel were
first proclaimed unto me, 1 believed
it with all my heart, and was baptized
the first sermon I heard, for the Spirit
of God bore testimony to me in power

that it was true.
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And T believe that I should never
have joined any Church had I not
heard some men preach who had the
holy Priesthood. But when I heard the
fulness of the Gospel, I was greatly
blessed in receiving it, and was filled
with joy unspeakable, and I have
pever been sorry, but I have rejoiced
all the day long, and when I saw that
train of hand-carts, I thought of the
teaching and words of the old pro-
phet Mason, for he came the nearest
to being a true Prophet of God in his
predictions and works of any man I
ever saw, until I saw men administer-
ing in the holy Priesthood.

He also cast out devils in the name
of Jesus Christ, by the laying on of
hands and the prayer of faith. * But,”
said he, I have no right to adminster
in the ordinances of the Gospel, neither
~has any man unless he receives it
by revelation from God out of heaven,
as did the ancients. But if my fa-
mily or friends are sick, I have the
right to lay hands upon them, and
pray for them in the name of Jesus
Christ, and if we can get faith to be
healed, it is our privilege ; and I will
heresay that many were healed through
his faith and prayers, and that, too,
within my knowledge.” And when that
first hand-cart company came into the
city, I, indeed, thought of the old

rophet, for if they did not come with
{Jitters it was a8 near as possible to it,
and I now believe that from this time
forth hand-carts will be used more
than horses, mules, and oxen.

I thank God that I have lived to
see this day and generation, and I
pray God to bless you and me, that we
wmay do our daty in our families, and
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among our friends, and in our neigh-
borhoods, and in every circumstance
in which we are placed. I also feel
thankful to see our brethren and sis-
ters coming in, and especially the
missionaries, for they have returned
filled with the gifts and powers of the
Holy Ghost; it does my soul good,
and I feel to thank God for these
things,

When I came into the Tabernacle,
and saw the offerings that were made,
[ felt satisfied that there was an im-
provement ; and I will say here that
whenever the Prophets who lead us call
upon us, weshould be ready and on hand
to take hold of that wheel which he
points to and pull, and when we get
the spirit of our calling, and the power
of God upon us, the Church and king-
dom will grow. As President Young
said, the vail will be rent, and when
the armies of Gog and Magog arise,
they will say, let us not go against
Israel to battle, for her sons are ter-
rible, and we cannot stand.

If we as a people follow the counsel
of the Presidency of this Church, re-
pent of our sins, wake up, do our
duty, keep on the armor of righteous-
ness, live our religion, and are filled
with the Holy Ghost, we shall soon
see that sinners in Zion will tremble,
and fearfulness will surprise the hypo-
crite,

I feel to bless you, brethren and
sisters, and pray that we may do our
dauty in all things, and ever honor
the Priesthood, and at last be crowned
in the Church and kingdom of God ;
I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



