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The Lord might have reasoned thus :—
1 will not raise up my Church in their
midst, for they will put the people of
that Church to death. If I restore the
authority to the earth, they will root
it out ; they will shed innocent blood :
therefore, I will send these genera.
tions into their graves in ignorance;
and when governments are established
s0o liberal that there will be some
prospect of establishing my kingdom
on the earth, then I will send Elijah
the Prophet, and he shall give autho-
rity to the children to search after
their fathers who died in ignorance of
the Gospel.

We are willing to go the earth over
to save the living; we are willing
to build temples and administer in

o

ordinances to save the dead: we are
willing to enter the eternal worlds
and preach to every creature who has
not placed himself beyond the reach
of mercy. We are willing to labour
both in this world and in the next to
save men.

I will now close my remarks by
saying, Let all rejoice that the great
day of the dispensation of the fulness
of times has come. Let the living
rejoice; let the dead rejoice; let the
heavens and the earth rejoice ; let all
creation shout hosannah! glory to
God in the highest! for he hath
brought salvation, and glory, and
honour, and immortality, and eternal
life to the fallen sons of men.
Amen.
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It appears to have fallen to my lot
to occupy a few moments of this
morning. Though unexpected to me,
I réjoice in the opportunity of addres-
sing you in a public manner, in meet-
ing with the Saints of God, and learn-
ing those principles which are calcu-
lated for our exaltation. 1 rejoice in
being numbered with the Saints of
the Most High, and that I have a
part in the great work of the last
days in connection with my brethren—
those with whom I am more closely
assoclated, and those who are before
me.

I feel assured that this work is all-
important, and that we consult our
own interests more than those of any

one else in being engaged init. I
rejoice in the present position, pros-
pects, and condition of this people,
and in the progress which they have
made in gathering those who are
zealous of good works, and whose aim
and designs are to build up the king-
dom of God on the earth. We are
fast becoming a great nation ; we have
passed on from stage to stage until
we are recognized as a nation com-
posed of Saints — of “ Mormons.”
We have made great strides in power
and influence since this people were
organized, and it is a matter of great
rejoicing with me,

Of all government organizations
on earth, I deem the organization of
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this Church, with its First Presidency,
its Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, of
High Priests, of Seventies, its Bishop-
ric, &c., the most perfect. It is one
great whole, and perfect in all its
parts. That First Presidency have
called around them men to aid and
assist in carrying on the business
requisite in rolling forth this work, to
build up cities and temples, and to
assist in counselling and leading the
people,

Then does it not become our duty
to rally round the standard raised by
that Presidency, and to sustain and
uphold them ? I think it does; and it
is more particularly to this point that
1 wish to direct the attention of the
congregation.

Oar cause affords sufficient occu-
pation toabsorb the attention, energies,
and ability of every man and woman
in the world, aside from the few who
embrace the faith. We will say, then,
that whatever the Iirst Presidency
wish to accomplish should be sus-
tained ; and they should be supported
by the entire mass of the people, in
order that the people may be united,
and that all operations may be carried
out as directed from day to day.

We expect to build up the kingdom
of God on the earth, that we may
have access to the courts of heaven
and participate in those endowments
and exaltations in this life and in the
life to come which we anticipate. Do
the people understand, or do they
not, that it is their privilege and duty
to devote all they have, as well as their
energy and ability, for the furtherance
of this Gospel? 1t sometimes appears
to me that if they understood this
matter in the light in which I do, the
First Presidency would not be so
burdened with debt as they now are.
Many are probably not so well ac
_-quainted with the business operations

of the Church as I am; for they are
not appointed to specially operate in
‘that department. Lastseason’s opera-
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tions in the emigration of the

created over fifty-three thousand dol-
lars indebtedness, which was rolled in
upon the Presidency to meet here.
In whose hands are these means?
In the hands of those who have been
brought here, and the brethren who
have lent them come with their drafts
to draw the pay. The past season
has been financially disastrous; and
when disasters visit the people, they
affect the heads of the Church, who
feel them more sensibly than do any
other part of the community. Large
numbers of cattle perished on the
Plains, our crops were destroyed by
drought and grasshoppers, and many
cattle and horses died during the
winter. These losses have materially
curtailed the resources of the Chureh,
and it had not funds with which to
promptly meet all indebtedness.
Worse than all, most of the creditors
require every dollar to be paid in
money, and that, too, forthwith ; the
amounts must be forthcoming in
money. Suppose. we say that the
Emigrating Fund Company are re-
sponsible for their debts, and should
be; but what are their resources ? It
is well known that they consist of the
debts which are held against those
who have been assisted, and the cattle
and waggons with which they came.
Unless these debts are collected, and
the. oxen and waggons turned into
money, how can the Company meet
their liabilities, so long as only cash
will be taken in payment? There has
been no sale for this kind of property
by which money could be realized ;
and the poor, who have been assisted,
have not been in & situation to refund
the money which has been expended
in their transportation. Wherefore it
is easy to comprehend what becomes
of the means of the Perpetual Kmi-*
grating Company. The whole weight
of indebtedness falls upon the Presi-
dent, when at the same time he is not
obliged by law or by any fair, reason-
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able, or honest requirement to pay
one farthing of it. He. has absorbed
thé resources of the Church to meet
this indebtedness, for which nothing
but money would answer; and that is
the source from whence money has
come, and not from the resources of
the Perpetual Emigrating Fund Com-
pany.

Why cannot the brethren who hold
claims against the Company exercise
a little judgment and patience, and
wait until the people who have been
assisted are able to pay? Some of
the creditors may say that they are
poor. And what if they are? They
say that they had means once, and
they take it hard to be shortened.
What of that? What if they should
come on a level with the rest of their
brethren? Is there no reward in this?
Are they not professedly Saints ? and
do they not wish to gain an eternal
exaltation with the Saints? Suppose
you do let your means go in this way,
what of it? And suppose you never
get it again in cash, there are the
resources of the Company. Take them,
and that in strictness is all you could
do.

Buat nc : many are ready to apos-
tatize if they cannot get their money.
Some were not in the city a week, and
others not a day before they came to
see if they could not get their money,
for fear they would come to want. 1
mention this conduct because it is not
right. I would like brethren to come |
into this kingdom with an under-
standing that their salvation will cost
them all they have got and all they
ever will have, Perbhaps there are a
few who measurably feel and realize
what the Presidency have to encounter
in these and other business operations;
for there is hardly a poor person in
the Church but expeets to have the
Presidency sustain them. They are

the first ones they apply to, it seems |
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ability, and generally they have had
the ability ; and perhaps that is one
reason why the poor throng them.

We have Bishops, Teachers, Dea-
cons, and Priests in this kingdom,
according to its organization ; and I
would here ask one question: Is it
not manifest that these helps should
stretch forth their hands and strive to
assist? There is such a thing as
overburdening the Presidency in these
matters.

I do not presume, in this erisis,
that the Bishops and their helps bhave
food sufficient to support all the poor
in their Wards ; but what do I sup-
pose ? That they have heads on their
shoulders, and that the Teachers have,
and they can calculate, and devise,
and manage, and arrange for their
neighbours, and those who are under
}their care; and I suppose that it is
their duty to do so, and take that
care from the Presidency of the
Church. The conduct of many would
indicate that they think that the
Presidency can easily attend to each
of their individual affairs, and those
too of a trifling character. I almost
daily turn away numbers who press to
the President with trifling questions.

I will mention one instance, by way
of illustration. The other day a man
came to ask the President if he could
not inform him how he could collect a
debt from one who owed him.© What
was that to President Young? I told
him to attend to his own business,
and to go to the proper authorities.
Do you suppose that President Young
18 going to collect all the debts of
this people ? Just reflect for a mo-
ment what an immense amount of
business would roll upon that man, if
he would let the numbers who wish to,
consult him upon every trifle.

I have referred to only one instance;
but similar oces are as numerous as

to me, to sustain them. This they
are willing to do, if they had the

e

the stars in the heavens. He has the
nost patience of any man in the
world, or hé would not listen to nearly
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as many as he does. I have observed
one thing—the poor, the weak, and
afflicted I never kpew him to turn

away : he will always condescend to.

their smallest wishes. It is a great
burden upon him, and I can tell the

eople that it is wearing heavily upon

im, Let any person, if he wishes to
comprehend the matter fully, tax his
mind to the utmost in a thousand dif-
ferent ways in a day, seeking to advise
and counsel for the best good of those
who apply to him, and he will find
that it will fast wear him down to the
grave.

The power of faith and the blessings
of the Almighty sustain our President.
Were it not for them, no man on earth
could perform the labour he performs;
and I believe that no other man ever
did. |

Circumstances render it impossible
to go on with the Pablic Works. We
have work enough to do, but we have
not provisions to give the labourer.
It is unpleasant to stop the Public
‘Works, not only because it retards
improvement, but because those who
have been labouring on the works look
to that quarter for their subsistence.
Many who have laboured there are
without breadstuff or anything to eat;
and they think that if they can get to
work as formerly, they will get food.
‘The only wonder to me is that any-
thing has been left until now, and
there is not much. We have to get
along from hand to mouth in order to
conduct matters on the present limited
scale, and are obliged to stop opera-
tions until after harvest. It is the
counsgel of the First Presidency for
every one to be diligent in raising
grain and other products of the soil,

that we may replenish the granaries

and storehouse, and have food to
sustain the labourers.

The every-day duties of life are the
ones which are particularly incumbent
on the Saints ; and it is for them to be

humble and perform their duties faith-

' necessarily engaged upon it.
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faithfully, and the great work of the
last days will go on. It is rolling
forth with magnitude and power, and
these small appearing matters are as
important as anything else towards
the accomplishment of that end.

We have a few business operations
that we would be pleased to keep in
motion, if we could get the provisions
with which to do so. In this connec-
tion I will make a few remarks touch-
ing the Deseret News. Is it not a
good paper? and are not the people
edified and profited by it? How do
they pay for it ? There is not enough
received on subseription to sustain
the hands who publish it—the com-
positors, and pressmen, and others
I know
this fact from what little knowledge I
have of that department, although
that is not particularly the de
ment I have much to do with. Sub-
scriptions are paid in everything
except provisions and money, and
other valuable articles requisite in
publishing a paper.

Aside from that, there are not one-
fourth as many papers subscribed for
as there should be, and then paid for
in good available means, at least so
far as each one might be able. About
4,000 papers are now issued, and cer-
tainly 12,000 should be. Then it
might be afforded cheaper and be paid
for promptly; and the people can
easily pay for it, because EVERYTHING
THAT CAN BE THOWGHT OF is taken in
payment. Why do not the people

'sustain their paper modre liberally ?

They will do some good by doing that
both to themselves and- the cause.
A new volume is mow commencing,
and I recommend those who take it to
continue to do so, and to use an exer-
tion to have their neighbours take
it. And let those who realize its
value procure subscribers and send in
their names, accompanied with the
pay, so far as possible, and that will
help to sustain the paper. What
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makes me think and speak of it?
Simply this: There are men who
work on it that are weak, through
want of suitable provision, insomuch
that working off the 4,000 per week is
too bhard for them. They are now
rationed on half a pound of bread-
stuff per day, and they begin to look
sickly and to sink under the labour,
for want of more food. Wg have to
give extra rations for extra work, on
account of having to carve so closely.
Then why not come on with six
dollars in advance for the new volume,
that the men who work on it may have
something to administer to their
health and comfort from week to
week ?

Has there been means enough in
the hands of those who attend to that
department to sustain it? No: they
have had to call upon the Church for
aid. The subscribers have failed to
furnish provision enough to feed the
men actually at work on the paper, or
money with which to purchase it.
There are many who have available
means, but do not take the paper.
They could and should take it and pay
forit: I am satisfied of this.

It is the wish of the President that
the Big Cottonwood canal be com-
pleted this spring. When provisions
are again plenty, we may set men to
quarrying rock for the Temple, and
the canal be pre
portation. It is desirable to have this
work done with labour-tithing, parti-
cularly so far as the labourers ecan
furnish themselves. Let the Bishops
call out the brethren to complete that
work as speedily and as exteusively
as it can be done without interfering
with tilling the soil, that it may be
timely secured against high water.
These are some of the labours which
the First Presidency desire to carry
out, and everybody should respond
and manifest, by their performances,
their faith concerning them.

I am not much of a hand to go into

pared for its trans- |
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the mysteries, or to strive to peep into
futurity, to see how this or that is
going to be done in the world to come,
and to strive to find out how high an
exaltation I am going to attain to.
Those are matters that do not concern
me at all. I have no uneasiness on
those subjects. 1 have always felt
that if I did my duty from day to day,
and remained faithful to the end, I
should get a reward that would be
perfectly satisfactory to me, whatever
it might be: therefore I never concern
myself about what is going to be my
reward in future life. It was suffi-
cient for me, when I learned this faith,
that I might be permitted to have a
name among the Saints, be numbered
with them, have the opportunity of
showing by my works whether 1 was
a Saint of the Most High God, and
be permitted to assist my brethren,
and do what little I could for the
rolling forth of this kingdom, and
building it up, regardless of the con-
sequences in the future, and perform

- those duties set before me from day

to day with the best ability and talent
[ could command, devoting myself
exclusively to the building up of this
kingdom.

That is the way in which I at first
looked at “Mormonism,” and it is the
way I have looked at it ever since.
I am so strong in the belief of the doc-
trine, that I recommend every one of
the brethren and sisters to look at it
in the same light in which I do. It
is the all-absorbing topic with me; and
it 18 no matter what 1 am called to do
in this work, it is for the sake of truth,
—no matter how tired and fatigued
I may be, it is for the sake of truth.

The more we can do, so much the
better; for it is our duty, nothing
more,—it is our privilege, nothing
less. And it is one of the greatest
privileges that has ever been ex-
tended to the children of men. That
privilege is a blessing which should be
appreciated, and which I have often



T

found was not sufficiently so, by some
portions of the people. I have known
people applying for inducements to
dwell among this community, asking,
“Can 1 get a living, in case I obey
the ‘truth ? * Shall I be sustained in
my pmfmmn as a lawyer, teacher,
&c.?” as though that had anything to

do with thﬂ questmn-—- as though “ Mor- |

monism”’ must support and sustain
them. It will do it, it is true; but it
is their business to do all they can to
sustain and promote that.
Theheavens are ready toshowerdown
blessings, if the people are ready to
receive and sufficiently ‘ appreciate |

them. The reasons that we have not

the _ blessings of the Almighty 'in
greater abundance arise from the fact
~ that we are not at present ecapable of
recéiving more. When and where
have this people ever seen the day
when they have not had just as much
labour to perform as they could stand
under ? I have never seen that day,
and 1 do not expeot to.

Then 'let us firmly bear up our
shoulders, and nobly bear off the
kingdom. It is our work, if we will
do it. The Lord wants us to do it :
it is a privilege he has extended to us.
‘We have this to perform, and he is
letting the duty rest upon our
shoulders as fast as we are able to
bear it. Shall we' complain that it
‘does not come fast enough? Let us
gird up our loins and go forth in the
strength of the Almighty, and aceom-
plish the work as rapidly as we ean.

The Lord has set his hand to gather
his people. Then let us realize the
good he has ecalled us to perform, and
be more diligent to do his will. ' Let
us exert ourselves in this work to the

utmost, and be more humble, faithful,

and ' diligent, and 'the labour will
increase, inasmuch as we are able to do
more. Who does not wish to see a
Temple reared ? Whose hearts would
- mnot leap for joy to see that structure
~going uwp? Then let us go to with

all ‘our ‘might and raise

‘comes, there is the danger.
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grain ; and
when we raise it, let us be careful how
we use those blessings, and mot, as'in
times past, treat them lightly and
tread them under our feet.

Let us improve in this particular,
as in all other duties, and the blessings
of the Almighty will be continued
with us in greater abundance as we
progress. Let us-do all we can ‘to
sustain the Presidency in the opera-
tions they wish carried out. Let us
respond to their calls when made, and
abide the counsel given from time to
time. Let us live unitedly and shape
our lives according to the Gospel,
both in the sight of our God and our
brethren. Let us put away quarrelling
and contention, ‘and be willing to
edify and counsel one another.

Let us do these things, and remain
prayerful and humble before the Lord,
and see if he will not pour out a bless-
ing greater than we have ever yet
enjoyed. But when the blessing
Let us
remember that we are always ‘de-
pendent on the great God, the giver
of all good. Do the world realize
this? He will make this people know
it, and make them wunderstand that
they are, whether he does the world
or not.

If the past ‘will not suffice, we shall
be chastened until we do understand
that we are dependent on Him, and
that we have to walk by faith. ' Can
we walk by faith? Heis trying some
of us, I think. Do you feel afraid
that you will not have plenty to eat?
I never do. I recollect a circumstance
that took place with myself in 1849.
I was living in a family of twelve
persons, and we were out of provisions.
A neighbour, whose family was sick,
informed me that he had nul: n.nythmg
in' the house to eat. I told him to
call and I would give him some flour.
I went out to get some breadstuff, and
when I was out he called. My sister-
in-law told him to call again. When
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I made him that promise, I did not
know where the flour was coming from,
and there was not half as good a
chance as there is now. When he
called again, I had the flour for him.
In that way we lived, and I felt no
uneasiness about where the next meal
was coming from. We had to ration
ourselves, and had something every
time wo needed it. If the brethren
would feel that® way, I think they
would save themselves much anxiety.

I think if the people will exercise
their faith as well as their works, and
use every means in their power, that
they will be able to manage pretty
well, with the help of their Teachers
and Bishops. I am not in the least
concerned but what there are provi-
sions among the community sufficient
to carry us through, if a proper dispo-
sition is made of them, and economy
is adhered to by all.: 1 have no un-
easiness on this matter, and recom-
mend my brethren to have none.

I would recommend to every in-
dividual a proper diligence in pro-
viding ; and if the brethren who have
would open their hearts and distribute
in wisdom, it would be a very good
thing ; and I know that they do in a
great measure. Some are apt, at
times, to make complaints against
those who have a little grain stored
away, if the owners do not deal it out
to suit their notions. Some will com-
plain of the person who is doing his
best to accommodate them. Though
there may, sometimes, be cause for
complaint, at other times, when the
matter is fairly scanned, there is no
cause.

I am rejoiced with being able to
gay that there are not many in our
midst who would refuse to divide to
the last crumb they have, even if they
did not know where the next was
coming from. Hence, the peopl
feel encouraged, (those who are desti-
tute,) because they have assurance of
faith that, so long as food is among

No. 7.]
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the community, they will have a part
‘of it. '1 speak of these things, that
the inexperienced may have their faith
increased, and that they may feel to
rejoice that they are as well situated
as they are, amid Saints of the Most
High, and that the Lord loves them
while showing them that they are
dependant upon Him. 3
¢ has work for us to do. Do we
realize that we are the persons he
has called to-do it? That we. arg in
his hands, and that he is teaching us
from day to day by his Prophets, and
servants, and his “hand-dealings fo-
wards us ? - If wo do not realize this,
should we not? Remember that it
is our Governor who governs, rules,
controls, and " directs all matters for
the best interests of this people.
Then let us be submissive and humble
in his hands, like clay in the hands of
the potter, and let him mould us to
his likeness. If we will .do this, the
Lord will bless us; and if we appre-
ciate Lis blessings, he will continue
them.

Do you not know that he delights
to give good gifts to his children,
more than any of us do to our chil-
dren? Do you not know that the
heavens are full of blessings designed.
for this people? Then why do we
not uniformly walk in the paths of
righteousness, that we may continue
to be the people of the Lord's choice,
to do his work in the last days, and
give him the honour and glory? Who
can rise up and say, in their own
minds, 1 have done this; this is my
work ? No—the Lord bas done it.
And if we are privileged to be his
humble instruments, let us be satisfied
with that honour. Let us put on the
harness and work a work of faith, for
the interest of the kingdom of God
upon the earth. This is my exhor-

I know that this Gospel is true,
y that
IIW’B’Ph‘ Smith was a Prophet of the

e may | tation.
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Most High God, that the Book of
Mormon is true, and that President
Brigham Young is Joseph’s lawful
successor ; that the organization of
this kingdom is the organization
owned of the Almighty, even the
kingdom of God upon the earth.
That kingdom does exist, and it is
our happy privilege to be numbered
with the Saints, and to have a part in
this matter. Then let us rejoice con-
tinually, and do what we can to pro-

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES,

mote the interests of the cause of
Zion, build up cities and temples, do
whatever else may be laid before us,
and improve upon the- blessings the
Almighty bestows upon us continually.
May we improve our minds and
strengthen our understandings, that
we may be fully qualified to perform
those duties incumbent upon us, from
day to day, with ability before our
God. Amen. -
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While I meet with the Saints in
this Tabernacle, and partake of the
sacrament with them, especially with
such a large body of people as there
are here in these valleys of the moun-
tains, it leads my mind in a train of
reflection and thought concerning this
work in which we are engaged ; and
whether I think of it long or short, I
have the same feelings and come to
the same conclusions; and I say within
myself, It is the work of God, and it is
marvellous in my eyes.

There is a marked difference be-
tween the work of God and the work
of men or the work of the Deyil, and
that difference is manifest in the es-
tablishment of the Church of Jesus
‘Christ of Latter-day Saints. There
'i8 one- characteristic connected with
‘the work of God that has been mani-
fested in its establishment in these
last days, as in all former periods, and
$hat is, that whenever the Lord bas

attempted to establish his Church and
kingdom upon the earth, he always
makes use of instruments whose pecu-
liar circumstances in life will naturally
lead them to acknowledge the hand of
God in all that is manifested unto
them. You have the example of all
the Prophets from the days of Adam;
and as far as we have any knowledge
of them, they were nearly all men of
low degree and of humble birth; and
the Lord has ever given them his
Spirit to enlighten their minds, and
to qualify them for the work aaaiﬁed
them. Men of this character have
stepped forth and obeyed the Lord in
various ages of the world, and they
have given him the credit for what
has been accomplished. This has
been very clearly manifested in our
own day.

Thirty years ago the 22nd day of
last  September, the angel of God
delivered unto the hands of Joseph



