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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SPIRIT OF ZION AND THE SPIRIT OF
THE WORLD—-DOINGS IN THE STATES, ETC.

Remarhks by Elder John Taylor, made in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City,
August 9, 1857.

Beloved brethren and friends,— |
Being called upon this morning to ad- |
dress you in a few words, I do so with |
very great pleasure. Theseaof upturn-
ed faces that present themselves to my
view at the present time is indeed
something new, although I have been
in what may be called the metropolis |
of the United States for some length
of time.

Gazing round upon my brethren
and sisters with smiling countenances
and happy, contented feelings, imparts
peculiar sensations to my mind ; and |
it is difficult for me at the present
time to concentrate my thoughts so
as to express the feelings that are in |
my bosom, if in fact I could express |
them. Suliice it to say that 1 am
glad to be here; I am bhappy to meet
with my brethren of the Priesthood,
and my sisters, and all those who are
friends to the cause of God ; I rejoice
to see you, and am glad of the oppor-
tunity of standing before you once
more to speak of the things pertaining
to the interests of Zion, and the
building up of the kingdom of God
upon the earth.

There are many here who, like, me
have been absent from home for some
time, who, when they come to meet
with former associations and friends,
particularly those with whom they
have battled for years in the cause
and kingdom of God, feel as I feel on
the present occasion. Those alone, and
there are many of them, can enter

into the sympathies and emotions

which I experience at the present
time.

There is a very material difference
between associating with those that
have the fear of God before their eyes,
whose first object is their own salva-
tion, the salvation of their progeni-
tors and posterity, and the building
up of the kingdom of God, and asso-
ciating with those who “have not
God in all their thoughts,” who re-
gard him not in all their transac
tions, but who are living * without
God and without hope in the world,”
whose hearts —and I am sorry to say

lit, but yet it is true——whose hearts

are “full of cursing aund bitterness,”
who roll sin under their tongues as a
sweet morsel, “whose feet are swift
to shed blood,” and “the way of
of peace,” as the Prophet hath said,
‘ they have not known.”

There is a very material difference
between associating with men and
women who are the sons and daugh-
ters of Zion, and characters sauch as I
have last named. The contrast is so
striking, the spirit is so different, the
atmnsp%era varies 80 much, that any
man possessing one spark or particle
of the Spirit of the Most High must
experience it the moment he breathes
the atmosphere and comes in contact
with the two contending parties. The
one is ung?ed in the acquisition of
wealth : gold is theéir god, and, asso-
ciated with that, lust, pollution, and
corruption of every kind. :

While we are aiming to fulfil our
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destiny on the earth, to accomplish
the object for which we were created,
to magnify our calling, to honour our
God, to build up His kingdom, to
redeem the earth from the curse un-
der which it groans, to roll back the
tide of corruption that seems to have
overspread the universe, our opponents
are engaged in pursuits directly tend-
ing to dissolution and destruction.
Their lives, their views, their objects
are short, transient, and evanescent.
Qurs are wide as the universe, ex-
tended as eternity, deep as the foun-
dations of the earth, and elevated as
the throne of God; receiving and
imparting blessings that are rich,
glorious, and eternal,—blessings which
effect us and our posterity through
endless ages that are yet to come.

The contrast so striking, so vivid,
so manifest, is it to be wondered at,
when a person reflects upon these
matters, that ten thousand thoughts
should crowd wupon the mind and
produce sensations that is impossible
to fully express with human language.
Such, then, are my sentiments, and
such my feelings.

I have been for some length of
time past associated with the Gentiles.
I have been engaged in battling cor-
ruption, iniquity, and the foul spirits
that seem to fill the atmosphere of
what you may term the lower regions,
if you please ; and the Lord has been
with me, His Spirit bas dwelt in my
bosom, and I have felt to shout, Hal-
lelujah! and to praise the name of
the God of Israel, that He has been
pleased to make me a messenger of
salvation to the nations of the earth,
to communicate the rich blessings
flowing from the throne of God, and
put me in possession of truth that no
power on this or on the other side of
bell can controvert successfully.

In regard to the world, the Elders
who have been out, as I have, and
as others bave around me, know
something of its nature and spirit,
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and the feelings by which the people
are governed and actuated. Our
young men and women, who have not
come in contact with it, can scarcely
conceive of the amount of iniquity,
depravity, corruption, lying, decep-
tion, and abomination of every kind
that prevails in the Gentile world.

Talk of honesty ! It is a thing in
theory ; and they will preach about it
as loud and as long as anybody. As a
a matter of theory, it is honourable to
be honest—to be men of truth theore-
tically; but when you come to put
your finger upon it, you cannot find
it, it is like a shadow—it vanishes
from your grasp.

Where are the men of truth—
nationally, socially, religiously, mo-
rally, politically, or in any other way ?
Where are the patriots ? Where are
the men of God? I declare before
you and high heaven, I have not found
them. Sometimes I have thought I
had got my hand upon them, but they
slipped out of my fingers.

I bless the God of Israel that T am
permitted to mingle with the Saints
of the Most High—to associate with
men who, when I meet them and ask
them concerning anytbing, I may ex-
pect to have an honest and truthful
answer—men in whom there is some
truth, some integrity, something to
to catch hold of, something you can
rely upon.

To speak of men whom I have seen
dissatisfied, and who have gone back
to Babylon, I must say that 1 do not
very much admire their taste. If
people understood things as I do, and
as 1 have seen and experienced them,
they would thank God from the bot-
tom of their hearts that they are per-
mitted to have a name and a place
among the people of God in these
valleys of the mountains.

We have been engaged in publish-
ing a paper, which is generally known,
because it has been circulated here.
About my proceedings and acts, I

[Vol. V.
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have got very little to say, only that I
have done as well as I could, the
Lord being my helper ; and I believe
my brethren here have prayed for me,
end that I have been sustained by
their prayers and faith.

I have not been in that place, be-
cause it was my desire to be there;
for T have had a hard struggle and a
good deal to pass through: but that
is common with us all ; and if there
were no struggle, there would be no
honour in & victory.

I have conversed with some of the
Twelve since I came home, and they
all feel about the same ; and when I
have read about your affairs here,
and the position in which you have
been placed, I havesaid, “ My brethren
have had to struggle.”

There is one thing that I have noticed :
wherever 1 have come across a Saint,
they differ very materially from others.
I have met with those in different
places who have been sent out on
missions to the various stations, and
missionaries going off to preach in
Canada and other places; and I found,
wherever I came in contact with one
of them, I came in contact with a
man ; and wherevever I came in con-
tact with those who had not been up
here, I came in contact with children
—babies, if you please, hardly know-
ing their right hand from their left,
I mean in the practical sense of the word.

There are a great many theorists in
the world. They can talk and splut-
ter, and make a noise, and have a
great many theories; but they cannot
reduce them to practice. There is
no energy, vitality, or power. DBut
come in contact with our own bre-
thren, and they are all quick, full of
@nimation, life, and energy; and
there is a spirit infused into them
that I do not see anywhere else. This
18 my experience,

- You may pick up men from any
part of the world you please, and
®ring them to this place, and what
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are they fit for? They are poor,
miserable, croaking old grannies. But
there is something in the atmosphere
of the place—somethingin the scenery
we have passed through. There is
something in the difficulties we have
spoken sbout, and something in our
joys and prospects, that has a ten-
dency to strengthen the mind and
brace up the nerves. There is some-
thing, too, in the bope that is im-
planted in the bosom, that is different
from that in the possession of other
men.

Every true man among us feels he
18 a Saint of the living God, and
that he has an interest in the kingdom
of God ; every.man feels that he is a
king and a priest of the Most High
God. Heis a saviour, and he stands
forth and acts with energy and power,
with influence, and he is full of the
Spiritof the Lord. Hencethedifference
between them and others, and hence
the necessity of the experience we are
passing through, the various trials we
have to combat with, and the difficul-
ties we have to overcome,.

All these things seem to me to be
so many lessons, which it is absolutely
necessary for the young, the middle-
aged, and the aged to learn, to pre-
pare them and their posterity for
more active scenes in the rolling forth
of the great work of God in the last
days. Consequently, if we have to
pass through a few trials, a few diffi-
culties, a few afflictions, and to meet
with a few privations, they have a
tendency to purify the metal, purge it
from the dross, and prepare it for the
Master’s use.

So far as I am concerned, I say, let
everything come as God has ordained
it. 1 do mot desire trials ; I do not
desire affliction : I would pray to God
to ““ leave me not in temptation, and
deliver me from evil ; for thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory.”
But if the earthquake bellows, the
lightnings flash, the thunders roll,
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-and the powers of darkness are let
loose, and the spirit of evil is per-
mitted to rage, and an evil influence
1s brought to bear on the Saints, and
my life, with theirs, is put to the test;
let it come, for we are the Saints of
the most High God, and all is well,
all is peace, all is right, and will be,
both in time and in eternity.

But I do not want trials; I do not
want to put a straw in anybody's
way ; and, if I know my own feelings,
1 do not want to hurt any man under
the heavens, nor injure the hair of
any person’s head. I would like to
-do every man good. These are the
feelings, the spirit which the Gospel
has implanted in my bosom, and that
the Spirit of God implants in the
bosoms of my brethren. And if men
will pursue an improper course, the
evil, of course, must be on their own
heads.

I used to think, if I were the Lord,
1 would not suffer people to be tried as
they are; but I have changed my
mind on that subject. Now I think
I wounld, if I were the Lord, because
it purges out the meanness and cor-
ruption that stick around the Saints,
like flies around molasses.

We have met on the road a great
many apostates. 1 do not want to say
‘much about them. If they can be
happy, all right; but they do not ex-
hibit it. When a man deserts from
the Gospel, from the ordinances, from
the Priesthood and its authority, from
the revelations of the Spirit of God,
from the spirit of prophecy, from that
sweet, calm influence that broods over
the upright man in all his acts, he
loses the blessing of God, and falls
back into error ; and, as the Secripture
says, ** The evil spirit that went out of
him, returns again, bringing with him
seven spirits more wicked than him-
gelf : and the last state of that man
1s worse than the first.”

It has become proverbial, where
apostate “ Mormons " live, to say, “ Oh,

115

he is only an apostate Mormon."
They look upon them as ten times
meaner than & * Mormon.”

I happened to go into a barber’s
shop, one day, to get shaved. A man
came in, and when he went out again,
the enquiry was made, “ Who is that
man ?” “ Oh, he is only an apostate
Mormon.” Their mouths are full of
cursing ; and you will find them chew-
ing tobacco and getting drunk, think-
ing that, by so doing, they will recom-
mend themselves to the people; but
they bave not learned the art vervy
well ; they can’t swear and degrade
themselves so naturally as others,
and the people find them out and
repudiate them.

You that don’t know him, have
heard of Thomas B. Marsh, who was
formerly the President of the Twelve
Apostles, but who apostatized some
years ago, in Missouri. He is on his
way here, a poor, decrepid, broken
down, old man. He has had a para-
Iytic stroke—one of his arms hangs
down. He is coming out here as an
ohject of charity, destitute, without
wife, child, or anything else. He has
been an apostate some eightecn years.
Most of you know his history. He
has been all the time since then
afraid of his life—afraid the * Mor-
mons "' would kill him ; and he durst
not let them know where he was.

In meeting with some of the apos-
tates, he said to them, “ You don't
know what you are about; if you want
to see the fruits of apostacy, look on
me.” 1 thought they could not look
on a better example.

In relation to some of those other
folks that left here—the Gladdenites
and others—where are they ? Some
of them that contended most strenu-
ously for Gladden have cast him off,
and now have nothing to tie to.
Where is their hope of salvation ?

In regard to the spirit of the times,
I do not know but that I have pab-
lished my feelings. I would observe,



116
however, that there is a material dif-
ference between the people of the
¥ast and the penfsle of the West. A
%eat majority of the people of the

est, on the borders, may be empha-
tically termed * Border ruffians.”
The Eastern people call them by that
name, and by that name they are
known. There is a species of ruffian-
ism among them, of rowdvism, grog-
geryism, of bantering, bullying, fight-
ing, and killing, that is a disgrace to
humanity.

The most of you who have read the
mnews must be familiar with the scenes
that have transpired in Kansas be-
tween the two parties that have ex-
isted there—one party in favour of
slavery, and the other opposed to it.
There has been a great struggle be-
tween them, and mobocracy has
abounded to a great extent. Who
are the best and who are the worst,
would be very difficult for me to tell.

The KEastern people, of whom 1
have been speaking, as quick as they
go to the borders, partake of the spirit
that reigns there, and turn * border
ruffians ” too. It is not difficult for
them to enter into it; for the spirit of
deep seated hatred which prevails
among many in the East towards the
South soon breaks out, and their
feelings are manifested in acts of vio-
lence, and they generally maintain
their points by the bowie knife and
pistol, by mob violence, vigilance com-
mittees, &e.

This disorder of things extends
all along the frontiers. If a man
does not do right, they get up a vigi-
fance committee, and it takes up a
man, judges him, whips him, banishes
him, or puts him to death, as they
please ; and it has become popular to
act in this way in all those border
places.

They are called * border ruffians,”
and I think the name is as appro-
priate as anything you could give
them. I do not know that I could
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pick out a better title. In the East,
they do it with their tongues; they
do not use the bowie knives, pistols,
and rifles so much as in the West and
in the South ; but a spirit of rancour,
animosity, and hatred seems to be
engendered in the bosoms of the peo-
ple, one against another. They have
their most deadly enemies in their
very midst. KEvery man's hand is
against his neighbour.

The feelings of the North and South
have run very high, each party seek-
ing to support their own peculiar
views alone, and truth is out of the
question. If they tell the truth, it is
by accident. The object is not to
tell the truth, but to sustain parties
and party interests; for to tell the
truth is not generally considered very
politic.

True, there is a great profession of
truth, and a great deal of apparent
abhorrence of lies and falsehood, be-
cause falsehood is mnot popular, al-
though it is practised all the time.

The ministers say it is right to tell
the truth, and then go to work and
lie. One politician banters another,
on account of the hypocritical course
he has taken : and as quick as he has
done that, he goes to work and lies,
and deceives as much as he possibly
can to sustain his party ; and it is
not whether a thing is true or not,
but whether it is policy or not; and
if a thing becomes policy, every influ-
ence, every kind of chicanery, false-
hood, and deception is brought to
bear upon it ; and when a little truth
will tell better, they mix that up
along with it, but it is generally the
least ingredient in the whole mass.

Talk to them about the Gospel and
the Scriptures! They seem to think,
even the ministers among them, that
it 18 old fogyism. Talk about Abra-
ham and his institutions ! Say they,
“ You are taking us back to the dark
ages. Such things would do eighteen
hundred years ago; but we are more
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enlightened now ; we have got more
philosophy, mere intelligence, and
comprehend the nature of human
existence better; we are men of
greater renown than they. Those
things might do for our grandfathers
and great-grandfathers, but they will
not do for us.”

If a little Scripture will suit them,
they put it in; but if it won't, they
keep it out, and talk about expediency.
Expediency is the great principle by
which men are governed.

Talk about politics! What is it?
It is this or that man’s policy. * If
it is policy to tell the truth, we will
tell it: if not, we will tell a lie.” A
man cannot obtain a cause because it
18 just, but because it i1s policy, and
because he can bring certain infln-
ences to bear on that thing. This is
about the position of things as I find
them, so far as my experience goes.

But, as is the case In Congress,
bullyism seems to be one of the most
prominent arguments in the West,
where they seem to imitate their
honourable example. These are the
two prominent places—Kansas and
Congress. Brother Bernhisel here
has been among them there; he knows
something about it and something
.about their proceedings. If a man
dare get up there and speak his senti-
ments, another stands over with a
cane, and goes to work at caning him,
and lays him in a sick bed for several
months, so that he cannot speak ; and
for this dignified act, he is presented
with numerous canes by his constitu-
ents, to show how they appreciate this
‘Congressional argument, and to prove
to others that if they speak the truth,
they may lookout for a caning. These
things take place in this land of
liberty and in the Congress of the
United States. We have had a good
deal of trouble sometimes in getting
our appropriations ; in fact, not some-
times, but always. And I will tell
you how they do in the West and in
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California. A fellow goes up and
seizes another by the collar, and says,.
“PDamn you, if you stand in my
way, I will put this into you,"—show~
ing him a deadly weapon. The offi-
cial says, “ I am afraid that fellow
will kill me ; I will give him what he
wants. But if an honest man goes
and asks for his rights, he cannot
them, simply because he his honest,—
particularly if he happens to be &
‘*“ Mormon.”

I have vowed in my own mind, over
and over again, if I was in Utah, the
United States might stand over ma
until doomsday, before I would do
anything for them, unless I was paid
for it beforehand. KExcuse me, Go-
vernor Young, if I am not very patri-
otic. { No men need call upon me to
do anything in Utah for the United
States, unless they pay me the money
down. I won't trust them.

I speak from experience — from
things I have seen and known — from
circumstances that have come under
my own notice. I have seen the dif-
ficulties my brethren have laboured
under, when they have had to do with
Congress or the Departments at Wash-
ington.

Any unprincipled scoundrel, ne mat-
ter how mean, if he comes with a
bowie knife or revolver in his hand,
can get what he wants. People back
East used to blame me for speak-
ing and writing plain. I talk the
same now. I feel that I can be sus-
tained by the truth; and if I cannot
live by truth, I will die by it;
and I am not afraid of telling it before
any people. I met a gentleman on
the road, on his way to the States from
California. I asked him how things
were getting on in Utah. He said,
“ Very well ; all is peace there; they

seem to do very well Are you
going there?” “ Yes, sir, I am
going to Utah.,” *“Did you live

there?” * Yes.” ‘1 think it is not
prudent, the policy upon which they
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act. I would recommend your people
to pursue a quiet policy. I saw every-
thing peaceable and quiet there as
could possibly be in any community ;
but I heard Governor Young talk about
General Harney. He said he was the
squaw-killing General. 1 did not think
that was courteous to be said of a
United States” officer.” I replied,
Are we the only people that must not
talk about the United States’ officers?
What do you do in California, in the
East, and everywhere we go? Are
we going to be imposed on from time
to time, and not have the privilege of
saying our souls are our own ? * Oh,
I merely recommend it as the best
policy to be peaceable and quiet until
you get to be a State, and for the
present put up with these things.”
I said, We have been outrageously im-
posed upon by United States' officials.
They send out every rag-tag and bob-
tail, and every mean nincompoop they
can scrape up, from the filth and scum
of society, and dub him a United
States’ officer ; and are we expected
to receive all manner of insults from
such men without one word of com:
plaint? They will assuredly find
themselves mistaken. “ What! you
don't mean to say you will fight
against the United States?” We
don't want to; but we feel that we
have as much right to talk as any-
body. We have rights, as American
citizens, and we cannot be eternally
trampled on; but we shall assuredly
maintain our constitutional rights,
speak fearlessly our opinions, and take
just the course that we think proper.
That 1s our policy, and we shall pur-
sue a course of that kind. He re-
plied, “ My idea is, that quietness and
peace is better.” 1 told him, it is,
sometimes ; but a little bristle some-
times does good in keeping off the
dn§a. That is about how I feel.

n relation to the general condi.
tion of things in the East at this
time, there has been a great hue-and-
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cry, and almost every editor, priest,
and dog that could howl, has been-
yelping. They joined‘ heartily with
Drummond, one of our amiable, pure,
virtuous United States’ officers. You
know him. I never saw him; but I
have heard about him as one of those
spotless, immaculate, holy kind of
men that they sent from the United
States to teach us good morals, correct
procedure, virtue, &e., &c.

This pure man commenced a tirade
against us, then other dogs began to
bark. We soon told the truth about
it; then, by-and-bye, somebody else
would tell it; and he now stinks so-
bad, that they actually repudiate him.
He is too mean even for them, and
they had to cast him off. They sup-
ported him as long as they could, and
finally had to let him drop.

.The people are raging, and they do
not know what for. The editor of
the New York Herald, after summing
up the whole matter, the only thing
he could bring against us, after trying
and trying for several weeks, was that
we have burned some nine hundred
volumes of United States’ law books.
Of course I do not know anything
about it; but if you did so, it is true,
and if you did not, why it is a lie, and
it all fizzles out. And, finally, he
says, “ The * Mormons ' have got the
advantage of us, and they know 1it.”
[Voices: That is true.] That was
one truth, but it was told accidentally ;.
one of those accidental things that
slip out once in a while,—** they have
the advantage of us, and they know
know it."”

The majority of the people think
you are a most corrupt people, follow-
ing a doctrine something like those
Free Love societies in the Fast. Gree-
ley, the editor of the New York I'ni-
bune, was associated with one of those
societies, and was its principal sup-
porter.

That is what is called a virtuous
kind of an abomination, used under a
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cloak of philosophy, a species of philo-
sophy 1mported from France. Hence
they call Greeley a philosopher ; and,
in writing about him, I have called
him the same. I believe him to be
as dishonest a man as is in existence.

These are my sentiments and feel-
ings. I have examined his articles,
watched his course, read his paper
daily, and have formerly conversed
with hima little ; but latterly I would
not be seen in his company. I was
thrown in his society in travelling
from Boston, and occasionally met
him afterwayds; but I would not talk
to him: I felt myself superior to
such a mean, contemptible cur. I
knew he was not after truth, but
falsehood.

This Greeley is one of their popular
characters in the East, and one that
supports the stealing of niggers and
the underground railroad. I do not
know that the editor of the Herald is
any more honest; but, as a journalist,
he tells more truth. He publishes
many things as they are, because it is
creditable to do so. But Greeley will
not ; he will tell what suits his clan-
destine plans, and leave the rest un-
told. I speak of him, because he is
one of the prominent newspaper
editors in the Eastern country, and he
1s a poor, miserable curse.

I do mnot consider that many of
them are much better. They are in
a state of vassalage ; they cannot tell
the truth if they felt so disposed.
People talk very loudly about liberty ;
but there are very few who compre-
hend its true principles. There is a
species of bondage that is associated
with every grade of society. It is
with the mercantile community, the
editorial fraternity, the political world,
and with every body of men you can
associate with, up to members of
Congress and the President of the
United States. There are yokes made
for men of every grade to put their
necks into ; and every one bows down
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to them willingly, and they are driven
in theirturnaccording to circumstances.

In the mercantile world there is
what 1s called the credit system,
which I consider one of the greatest
curses that was ever introduced among
men. Some will set up a small grog-
gery or grocery ; they go into debt to
those who have a bigger groggery, or
to a man who can, perhaps, buy a
barrel of whisky at a time, or a few
pieces of calico. These little mer-
chants are in debt to some larger ones
in St. Louis; those to merchants in
Cineinatti, New York, and New Or-
leans ; and they are in debt to larger
houses in England, France, Germany,
and other places.

They all bow the mneck : they are
all trammeled and bowed down with
the same chain. People talk about
our credit not being good lately. I
hope to God nobody will credit a
“Mormon.” We don’t want any-
thing on credit. I want us to live as
we can live; and if we cannot live
without going into debtto our enemies,
let us die—never put our heads under
the yoke.

The same thing exists in other
branches. You may take a constable ;
he has got to pledge his honour to
support such a man, no matter whe-
ther he keeps a doggery, a groggery,
or whether he is an honest man or
a rogue. Then a number of those
support some other man that is
more elevated, if there is any eleva.
tion in such doings. Then those
other * elevated ” ones form combina-
tions and clubs, and sustain others;
and so on, until you get up to the
President of the United States. All
are pinioned, and their tongues are
tied.

There is Fremont, that great man,
who ¢ould not lead a few men over
these mountains without starving them
to death. A few men, understanding
his position, got him cooped up in
New York, so that he could not be
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seen without coming at him through
committees and checks, bars and bolts,
lest he should speak and people find
him out; and after all their great
care, he came out at the little end of
the horn : he was not elected.

When a President is elected, a
crowd of men press around him, like
so many hungry dogs, for a division of
the spoils, saying, * Mr. President,
what are you going to do for our town?
Remember, here is Mr. So-and-so,
who took a prominent position. We
want such a one in such an office.
And, finally, after worryings and teas-
ings, and whining and begging, some
of those little men, mean, contempti-
ble pups, doggery men, broken-down
lawyers, or common, dirty, political
hacks, bring up the rear, swelled up
like swill barrels; they come to the
table for the fragments, and, with a
hungry maw and mnot very delicate
stomach, whine out, *“ Won't you give
me a place, if it is only in Utah?”
In order to stop the howling, the Pre-
sident says, * Throw a bone to that
dog, and let him out;” and he
comes out & great big *“ United States’
officer,” dressed in a lion’s garb, it is
true, but with the bray of an ass. He
comes here, carrying out his grog-
gery and whoring operations, and
seeking to introduce among us eastern
civilization.

The people here, however, feel a
little astonished, some of them, al-
though they are not very much asto-
nished at anything that transpires ;
and when they look at him, they say
in their simplicity, ¢ Why, that man is
acting like a beast.” His majesty, how-
ever, swells up, struts and pufls, and
blows, and says, * You must not insult
me: I am a United States’ officer; you
are disloyal. I am a United States’
officer ; don't speak to me.” Of course
you are, and & glorious representative
you are.

I did start once to write & history
of the judges sent to Utah ; but I did
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not get throngh with it. You know
we have the history of the judges in
former days. If I had only hiad time,
I would have liked to have written a
history of the judges of Israel that
| came out from the Ammonites and
Moabites down yonder.

There was one man here whom you
considered one of the most honourable
men among your judges. I refer to
Judge Shaver. I do not know much
about the man ; he was spoken highly
of, and a great deal of ceremony made
at his funeral. I was on board of a
steamer coming up to Flgrence, when
some gentlemen got to talking about
the “ Mormons.” One man said, “ I
was there & year and a half, and I
know them to be as good, peaceable,
and quiet a society as I ever was
among ; but there is a pack of infer-
nal scoundrels sent among them by
| the Government, that are not fit to go

anywhere. A man, by the name of
Shaver, was sent there, and he lay
drunk around our town six months
before he went there !” Thinks I, if
that is one of the best, then the Lord
have mercy on the rest.
' With regard to office-hunters, they
are in bondage to each other; and
|even the President of the United
States  is trammelled, bound down,
and no man has the manliness to say,
I dare do as I please.

These things are so in a monetary
point of view, in a religious point of
view, and they are so in a political
point of view, and in every way you
can view if. Kvery man bows down
his neck to his fellow, and they have
their parties of every kind in the
United States; and every man must
be true to his party, no matter what
it is. Politicians are bound by their
parties, editors by their employers,
ministers by their congregations,
merchants by their creditors and
Governors and President by political
cliques. Divisions, strife, contention,
and evil are everywhere increasing,
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and there is little room for trath in
the hearts of the people.

I believe, notwithstanding, there
are thousands of honest peop%a n the
United States; but 6 much evil pre-
vails, and so much corruption, that
it is next to impossible for them to
discover the difference between truth
and error.

Our preaching does mot seem to
have any value or effect on the minds
of men at all, scarcely. You can
revise, renovate, regenerate the Saints;
but come to take hold of the world,
and preach to them, it is like idle tales
to them. As I have said, talk to them
about the Bible, and they will tell you
it is an old-fashioned, old fogy affair,
with very little exception,

I have laboured myself, as the rest
of the Elders have, and the general
result, wherever we have preached the
Gospel, has been the same. I remem-
ber, in old Connecticut, the land of
steady habits, some few embraced the
Gospel, and one or two we had to cut
off from the Church in a week or two
after. There was one old lady, a
farmer’s wife ; she believed, and her
husband treated us kindly, and they
got a place for us to preach in, &e.,
and after listening for some time, said

she would give anybody five hundred .

dollars to prove * Mormonism” un-
true. I said I would do it for half of
that sum : if she wanted a lie, she
should have it.

In the neighbourhood of Tom’s
River,a number came into the Church;
some have stood, and some have not :
they are doing pretty well there.
There was as good a Church when 1
first went there as I found in the
East. There was also another 1u
Philadelphia. In New York, when
we went there, we found a people that
called themselves * Mormons.” I
called a meeting, and there was only
two that I would acknowledge as such.
1 told the rest to go their own way;
told them what I acknowledged to be

121

“ Mormonism,” and, if they would not
walk up to that, they might take their
own course.

Since then, a great many emigrants
have come from the old countries—
from England, France, Germany,
Denmark, and other places. They
form quite a body : there are now five
or gix hundred. At Philadelphia and
around there, there have been some
few brought in; but most of the
Saints there are those who have come
in from England and other places.

It is almost impossible to produce
any effect on the feelings of the peo-
ple. In New Jersey, I held several
days’ meeting, to see if something
could be done. They turned out in
great numbers; “ Murmumsm , was
popular ; as many as 200 carriages
were present. We were treated well,
and preached faithfully. S‘umabody
came and set up a little groggery, and
it was removed forthwith. Was any-
body converted? No. They turned
their ears like a deaf adder to the
cause, and that is the general feeling,
80 far as I have discovered.

They do not love the truth. In
most of these places they have re-
jected the Gospel, and they listen not
to the voice of the charmer, charm he
never so wisely. Many asked about
their friends, and if their was any specu-
lation on foot. I could get thousands
to immigrate to this Territory for
speculative purposes ; and committees
waited on me to learn what induce-
ments are held out to settlers. 1
could get thousands to come here, if
we would give them farms, and
furnish them -cattle, and work their
farms for them until they got started,
and let them carouse around, and
have all the lager beer they could
drink.

Those who love the truth are
scarce. There are, however, a great
many scattered all over the United
States, who believe ‘* Mormonism " is
truth, and have not moral courage to
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embrace it ; but if it 18 policy, they
‘dare once in awhile say a few words,
but in a kind of milk-and-water way:
they dare not say much, because it is
unpopular ; and many dare not read a
“ Mormon " paper ; it 18 unpopular.

I bhave met men in the world as
much my friends, apparently, as those
that are in the Church; and they
have handed out means to me when I
was in need. One man wrote to me
that he would be glad to see me ; but
if I-would not let the people know
who I was, he would be obliged to
me. I told him I did not go to such
places, for I was a * Mormon,” out-
side and in, and I eould get along in
the world by holding my head up, and
I despise men who will go crawling
and cringing around.

In relation to things that are now
transpiring in the United States, I
suppose you have later news than I
have. The mail team passed me on
the road, but it had no mail. In re-
lation to any policy that may be pur-
sued here, I feel it is just right. I
know that President Young and his
brethren associated with him are full
of the spirit of revelation, and they
know what they are doing. I feel to
acquiesce and put my shoulder to the
work, whatever it is. If it is for

ce, let it be ; if it is for war,
et it be to the hilt. It has got to
come some time, and I would just as
lief jump into it to-day as any other
time.

We are engaged in the work of
God in rolling on His purposes; and
if we live, we live to the Lord; and
if we die, we die to Him. The Lord
has put His hand to the work, and all
the potentates of the earth and their
power cannot hinder its progress.
The work is onward, and in the name
of Israel's God it will roll on, until
the kingdoms of this world shall be-
come the kingdoms of our God and
His Christ.

- We are gathering a nucleus for a
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kingdom here that is bound to stand
for ever—

% While time and thought, and being last,
And immortality endures.”

All is peace,—and I feel like shout-
ing, Hallelujah, hallelujah ; for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth, and all
nations shall be subject to His sway.

I have talked longer than I thought
I should.

There is one thing further T would
like to say a few words upon. Brother
George A, Smith, Dr. Bernhisel, and
myself were appointed as delegates to
go to Washington. I have never yet
inquired what the First Presidency
thought about our proceedings there.
I was in Washington several times,
and counselled with my brethren on
the subject of our admission. We
counselled with some of the most
prominent men in the United States
in relation to this matter ; and those
that dare say anything at all, dare not,
if you can understand that.

That was about the feeling. We
need not say much on this matter;
but I believe that brother George
A. Smith and brother Bernhisel la-
boured with indefatigable zeal to the
best of their knowledge and intelli-
gence to accomplish the thing they
set about; and I did, while I was with
them. But it was not necessary for me
to remain there; and I told the bre-
thren, if I was wanted, by sending me
a telegraphic despatch, I would be
there in a little time. I believe these
brethren did all that lay in their power.

While speaking of the acts of the
Elders, I remember remarking to
brother Bernhisel that a set of men
could not be found on the face of the
earth that would with the same
talent and ability, and act with the
same disinterestedness and zeal in the
performance of whatever is required
of them.

I have counselled with them, and

‘that is the feeling and testimony I
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have to bear concerning them. When
they get together, their feeling is,
How can we best promote the cause 1n
which we are engaged ? Can a cause
sustained by such men sink ?
the cause sustained by the power that
sustains them sink? No.

Can |

The truth |
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will triumph, and shall roll forth
until all nations shall bow to its.
sceptre.

I pray God, in the name of Jesus,
to bless you and guide you, that we
may be saved in His kindgom. Even
s0o. Amen.

APPROVAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE DELEGATION TO CON-
GRESS — CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, ETC.

Remarhks by President Brigham Young, made at the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City;.
August 9, 1857,

So far as I am concerned, with re-
gard to the performance of duties by
the Elders of Israel—the duties which
have been placed upon them and re-
quired at their hands upon their mis-
sions—for the gratification of the
brethren just referred to by Elder
Taylor, I will say, If there has been
nothing hitherto expressed here mani-
festing the feelings of the First Pre-
sidency of the Church and the mem-
bers in general on this point, I can
answer for the people, by asking and
answering a question.

Brother Taylor, brother George A.
Smith, and brother Bernhisel, did
you do your duty in Congress in re-
ference to presenting our petition for
a State? I think that I can answer for
this Committee, as well as for the
people, and say that they discharged
their duty manfully and satisfactorily
to their God and to their brethren.
I can answer for the people, and say
that they are most perfectly satisfied
with the labours of our Committee.
When a man can say of a truth, * 1
have done the very best that I could
Il my mission, tha heart of every
Saint on earth acquainted with the

circumstances, the angels in heaven,
and our heavenly Father are all satis-
fied. There is no more required of
us than we are capable of performing.
The First Presidency are satisfied,.
and I can say that the people are
satisfied.

With regard to the labours of bro-
ther Taylor in editing the paper
called The Mormon, published in
the city of New York, I have heard:
many remarks concerning the edito-
rials in that paper, not only from
Saints, but from those who do not
profess to believe the religion we have
embraced ; and it is probably one of
the strongest edited papers that is
now published. I can say, as to its
editorials, that it is one of the strong-
est papers ever published, so far as
my information extends; and I have
never read one sentence in them but
what my heart could bid success to it
and beata happy response to every sen-
tence that I have read or heard read.
Brother Taylor, that is for you; and
I believe that these are the feelings
and the sentiments of all in this com-
munity who have perused that paper.

We are satisfied with the labours of'



