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¢iples of righteousness dwell within
us. Then, as it was said by the
Baviour to his disciples, He will be in
us a fountain of living water, spring:
ing up into everlasting life.

That is the principle—the fountain

that Jesus our elder brother dwells in ;-

and we can have the same privilege of
overcoming sin in ourselves until we
have no desire to do anything but
right —no desire only to build up
His kingdom upon the earth, and
have the Spirit of the Lord Jesus to be
in us a fountain of living water. Let
us do so, and thereby be prepared for
every emergency that shall come upon
us.
Let us secure our crops. I feel to
exhort the brethren to secure their
erops so a8 to be ready, if our encmies
come upon us, to defend ourselves.
Let us obey our officers, not loving
the world nor the things of the world
above our duties. The Lord will pre-
pare the way and provide all things
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necessary for us; and if we suffer 2
little, it is good for us. If we suffer
for food, for raiment, it gives us an
experience that we will know how to
appreciate the comforts of life when
we have them in our possession.

We will attend to the business of
the Conference first, and then dismiss
until afternoon.

[After putting tke motion for him-
self to be sustained as “ Prophet, Seer,
and Revelator,” the President re-
marked : —]

I will say that I never dictated the
latter part of that sentence. I make
this remark, because those words in
that connection always made me feel
as though I am called more than I am
deserving of. I am Brigham Young,
an Apostle of Joseph Smith, and also
of Jesus Christ. If I have been pro-
fitable to this people, I am glad of it.
The brethren call me so; and if it be
so, I am glad.

SUFFICIENCY OF THE GOSPEL-—OBEDIENCE

e
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GOOD SPIRIT AMONG THE SAINTS —THE LORD WILL DELIVER HIS

PEOPLE.

Remarks by Elder Charles C. Rich, made at the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City,
Wednesday Afternoon, October 7, 1857.

- Bretbren and sisters, I can truly
say, as others have said, that I have
been edified during the Conference
and greatly benefited by the spirit
that has been made manifest and the
testimony that has been borne by the
brethren. It has cheered my heart,
and I have not had a better time for
FORIPL: ¥ Wt e
“ We' have great reason to rejoice,
notwithstanding' Somé' 'people might
thivk that-we bave rTeason to mourn.

bracing the Gospel o

But I do unot think so, neither do 1
think that you feel so. I think there
is but one feeling, and that is peace
and joy. Notwithstanding all the
appearances that are around us, we
have abundant reason to rejoice; for
we have something to rejoice about
and in, if we comprehend our posi-
tion, which I have no doubt the great
majority do. 7
We have had the privilege of em-
fP salvation ; and
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inasmuch as we have embraced it with
honest hearts, it has been salvation to
us: and what is there besides this that
we should rejoice in, or that should
make us rejoice? For my part, I feel,
as has been expressed by some of the
brethren who have spoken from this
stand, that this Gospel contains all
that I desire; consequently, I have
no feelings nor desires to go outside
of it, simply because it bestows upon
you and me everything that will do
us good and that will save us. All
that is outside of it will damn us in
time and in eternity; consequently, we
have no need of that which is outside
of this kingdom.

If we understand the principles of
truth as we should, we shall have no
desires to go after anything but what
18 right, simply because it would do
us an ipjury; therefore, it will be
well for us to examine ourselves, and
know whether the principles that are
in our bosoms are of God. If they
are, they will bless us in time and
exalt us in all eternity. If they are
not, they will be an evil tous in time,
and as long as we have them in our
bosoms; consequently, it would be
well for us to know something about
ourselves, and what we have in our
bosoms, and the principles that we
practise from day to day continually.

We profess to be Saints—to have
received the Gospel of salvation ; and if
we bave embraced it with pure mo-
tives, it is salvation to us—and that,
too, at the present time. ®When we
look at the world we find them talking
about being saved ; but all the salva-
tion they are looking for is a long way
from this, which I think will be the
case. DBut we receive the Gospel for
the purpose of being saved. It pro-
poses salvation to us on the onset, at
the commencement, and from that
day to all eternity.

If we do not embrace the principles
of life and live by them, we do not
partake of the principles of salvation

297

at the time we receive them; but if
we live by them, they continue to save
us from that time onward.

For instance, when we heard the
sound of the Gospel, it proposed to us
that we should have the same Spirit
that was poured out upon the ancient
Saints—upon Christ’s disciples. This
was the doctrine that his servants de-
clared tous. When we received their
testimony, we went forward and were
baptised forthe remission of sins; and
what followed ? I will tell you what fol-
lowed : we were enabled to bear testi-
mony that wehad received the truth, and
we obtained thereby a knowledge that
our Father in heaven lived—that his
son Jesus Christ had been crucified
for the sins of the world.

But did we not discover that we
were saved—saved from ignorance that
bad beclouded our minds? We had re-
ceived something that we did not
before know. We could then rejoice
in the truth when the whole world
were 1n darkness on this subject;
and what further? Why, there was
one truth after another made manifest
to us—one truth after another re-
vealed. Well, if we have embraced
those. truths that have been made
manifest, we have received the blessings
that are given from time to time,—
yes, from thie time that we embraced
them up to the present; and they have
saved us.

The Gospel requires to be honest to
our God, to ourselves, to our brethren.
We should not steal, we should not
commit adultery, and there area great
many things that we should not do and
that the principles of eternal truth would
forbid. If we had notamongusany who
commit any of these sins, those evilg
would not be in our midst. If the
principles that dwell in the bosom of
our God are in us, we will do nothing
under any circumstances that we
know to be wrong. ' '

When some men’s evil deeds are

discovered, they will say that they did
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not do the evil with which they are
charged. They will deny it. Thisisa
mark of the greatest degradation and
infamy,

Evils are of two classes ; and what
are they ? First, people do wrong be-
cause they do not know how to do
right : second, they do wrong because
they are disposed to do wrong: and do
you not see that in either case they
are wrongs ? We are not half as well
saved as we should be ; consequently,
to be saved, we want to learn to know
what right is. If we are dishonest
and want to do wrong, we are wicked.
Nevertheless, it is wrong both ways ;
and we are not saved by pursuing
such a course.

You know it is said that in the
last days the knowledge of God shail
cover the earth as the waters cover
the great deep. We can bear testi-
mony that the Spirit of God is poured
out upon his Saints. We see it day
by day and from time to time, and we
are 1ncreasing in the knowledge of the
truth.

Inasmuch as we are trying to be
saved, we are all the time increasing
in the principles of truth; we are con-
tinually treasuring them up, and we
can use them for our benefit.

We may easily discover that a per-
son cannot use that which-he has not
got. He must first learn a principle
before he can act upon it. Well, if
we do not know the truth, the best
way is to get somebody that does
know to lead us; and perhaps, by dili-
gence, we may arrive at the know-
ledge thereof. This has been a course
of safety pointed out to the Saints
from the beginning, and it is the same
now.

When we have learned one truth,
we are prepared to learn another; for
every truth seems to unfold some
other truth, When a matter is pre-
sented to a person who has a know-
ledge of a great many truths, let him
compare it with the many truths that

DISCOURSES,

he knows, and they will agree ; for all
truth will agree. If it is not truth, i§
will come in contact; therefore, the
more truths we are in possession of,
the more keys we have to test other
truths by ; and the longer we live in
this way, the more we know of our
Father and the principles that pertain
to his kingdom, and the less dispos
sition we will have to do wrong: we
will be more inclined to do right, and
to carry out the principles of his go-
vernment. We will do this because
it is the safest and best course to
pursue : hence, if we have a dispo-
sition to be blest and saved, we shall
be disposed to take this course.

I feel rejoiced in one principle that
I see manifest among the Saints in
these days, and that is, the principle
of union, Of course we have, as a
community, always been more united
than any other people; but we still
come short of that fulness of union
which should exist among us. But
I consider that we have done first
rate, |
It is an easy matter to do right, if
we only pursue the right course : at
least 1 have always found it so. I
never had any difficulty to be agreed
with those I was associated with.
The way that I am united with my
brethren is simply this: I calculate to
adopt the same policy that the Lord
manifests through bis servants thag
have a right to dictate me. I do nog
calculate to have anything in my
heart thatis not right; then you see
there will be no difficulty, if I pursue
this course, to be united with my
brethren that preside over me. _

I have been & member of the Church
over twenty-five years, and I havwe
been preaching all the time: at least, I
have been a preacher, whether I have
been preaching all the time or net,
I have never seen the time but I
I bhave always found those who were

| leading me to be right; and I have

never seen the time but I could bear
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testimony that they were right; for I
knew it by the Spirit of God that was

in me. I knew it was the privilege
of every Saint to have this know-
ledge.

When we are agreed and live our
religion, we are prepared to receive
the blessings that are poured out
upon us. We cannot claim the bles-
sings that are in store for us, except
we pursue a course that will put away
all our sins and iniquities far from
us.

I do not say that I am perfect, but
I can say this—that I mever in-
tended to doa wrong thing. I have
done the best I could. To be sure I
have been away from this place most
of the time among the wicked : at
least- I term them wicked. They
say they seek after God and every-
thing that pertains to godliness.
But if ever 1 was glad to get home
among the Saints it was 'this sum-
mer.

I have thought that the spirit that
is among this people and the quiet
feeling that seems to prevail when
difficulties are approaching was most
heavenly ; and f have sometimes felt
and queried as to whether I did not
feel too well. DBut when the brethren
have been pouring out their feelings
from this stand, 1 have felt to rejoice.
I feel that we have got further along
than I thought we had before I came
back here.

I have been looking for the time of
deliverance, but I did not expect it so
soon. But I know it cannot come too
soon to meet with a hearty welcome.
I have been through some of the dif-
ficulties, as some others have said,
and can tell you, in all that I have
passed through from the beginning, I
have felt pa.lg as 1 have gone along,
I have always felt that the course to
do right was the best, and that there
would be the most joy and bhappiness
in doing right,

So far as our ememies are con-

H
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cerned, I feel about them precisely as
our brethren have expressed them-
selves. I do not fear them; but I feel
that the Lord will take care of his
Saints and of his kingdom. All we
have to do is to do as we are directed,
and all will be well.

A great number of the Elders
have been on missions, and we have
been bearing testimony to the world
of mankind that this is the kingdom
of God—that God has set his hand to
recover the house of Israel. We have
been bearing testimony of this, and
we still continue to bear it, and the
Spirit of God flows into our hearts
when we testify to this. Have we
any fears that the Lord is not akle to
deliver his Saints? We ought not to
have any.

I will tell you how I feel. It is best
for us to do right; and there will be
more salvation flowing to us through
doing right than pursuing any other
course. This 1s the course of salva-
tion. Whatever our heavenly Father
dictates, that is the thing for us to do,
whether it is to fight or let it alone.
I have been in difficulties where there
actually was fighting, where the Saints
had to defend themselves against their
enemies ; but the time not come
for us to take the stand that we have
now taken. But the Lord directed mat-
ters then, and he is directing matters
now. We have seen difficulties from
the beginning, from the time that the
Lord established his kingdom upon
the earth until the present time.

Every person that has a portion of
the Spirit of God can see the mani-
festations of the power of God, from
the time that the kingdom was estab-
lished until the present. We have
no need to fear for the kingdom ; but
it is for us to do our duty, and then all
will be well with us.

I do not wish to occupy time tha
should be occupied by my brethren.
I say that I feel well: I never felt
better, and never had less fears of our
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‘enemies than I have at the present
time.

That we may live so as to be sanec-

tified through the truth—that we may
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secure salvation in this world, and in
that which is to come, is my prayer in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

TESTIMONIES OF RETURNED MISSIONARIES — TRIALS

LEAD TO

EXALTATION—FAITH IN GOD.

Remarhs by Elder Erastus Snow, made in the Bowery, Great Salt Lake City, Wed-
nesday Afternoon, October 7, 1857.

I have listened during the progress
of this Conference with very great satis-
faction. Every one that speaks bears
testimony to us that our God has not
forsaken us, and that the prayers of
this people are still acceptable before
him, and, notwithstanding our weak-
nesses and our sins, that we are a
blessed and a happy people, and that
our God is near at hand to multiply
his blessings upon us.

I have rejoiced in listening to my
brethren who have recently returned
from their missions. 1 feel that I am
one of them, and I thank my heavenly
Father for that good Spirit which has
so bountifully attended their labours
and returned with them.

I do not believe that it haseverfallen
to my lot, since we have been a peo-
ple, to hear, at any one time, so large
a number of our returned missionaries
stand forth before the people to
give in their testimony and speak
of the dealings of God with them, as
we have heard during this Conference.
‘They universally bear the same testi-
mony, rejoicing in their labours,
manifest the goodness of our God
upon them and upon the people
where they have laboured ; and it is
evidence to my mind of the increased

favour of God upon this people, and

that it is the faithful prayers of this
people that sustain our sons and our
brethren who are sent forth by the
voice of this people as their represen-
tatives to preach the Gospel to the
nations.

It appears that there is no one whe
lifts up his voice to speak in the
midst of this people but is con-
strained to speak good for Israel
There seems to be no doubt upon the
minds of the people—no forebodings
of distress in the hearts of the Elders
of Israel. What there may be lying
in our path—I was going to say, we
neither know nor care; but we do
know that the straightforward
18 strewed with blessings, glory,
honour, exaltation, and eternal lives.
Let us not, therefore, turn either to
the right or the left from the path our
God has marked out, whatever there
may be of trial alongside of the path.

I feel firmly convinced of this,
whatever may be by some accounted
trials, that when we reach them, if
the light of the Lord is in us, we
shall pass them without stopping to
consider whether they are trials ; and
we shall look back upon them and
count it all joy. To us it will be
glory, honour, and exaltation, and
stepping-stones to that which we are



