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The circumstances of our meeting
this morning has brought me to this
place to occupy a portion of the time
allotted for the worship of to-day.
I cannot say, as I have heard men say
at times, that I have thought of
nothing to say; for it has been my
study and my labour, since my con-
nection with the work of God in the
last days, to learn what to say, in
order that I might have something
whereof to speak, in case that I should
be required to say anything; and I
would always wish to be able, through
the blessing of God and the manifes-
tation of his Holy Spirit, to say, at
at any time when it might be my duty
to speak, something that will be cal-
culated to benefit those to whom I
may speak. I know of no other
blessing, or glory, or wealth accruing
from our living and our labours in the
world, but that which we learn ¢f the
truth, that will bless us and make us
free from the dominion and influence
of error.

We talk about experience, and we
have had a great deal of experience,
and we are constantly in the school of
experience. DBut I am inclined to
think that it may be the case with us
in that school as in other schools.
We sometimes improve by what we
experience, adding to our store of
knowledge ; and then, again, we may
experience very considerable from
which we derive no particular benefit,

like the scholar that attends school, |

but from inattention, a failure, fo
apply himself properly to his lessons
and to the acquirement of the know-
ledge that is imparted, be fails to com-
prehend the truth to the extent that he
might otherwise have done ; and hence
he 1s not benefited to the extent that
he might have been, although he has
been in the school.

Well, as Saints and as children of
God, we are in the school; and if
there is any higher purpose connected
with our being in the school—con-
nected with living in the world, and
connected with all our labours in the
world, and what we are supposed to
be here for,—if there is any higher
object than the attainment of the
knowledge that will save us, I do not
know it: I never have heard of any-
thing greater or more glorious, or
more to be esteemed, than our being
saved. It is simply for this that we
are being taught and that we are
learning : it is for this that we are
required to be obedient: it is for
this that we are obedient.

When we have been obedient to
every requirement—made every pos-
sible attainment that can be made,
what is our condition? We are saved
from the bondage of sin and dark-
ness, the consequences of ignorance.
Well, then, it will be profitable for us
to think of what we experienced—to
think of the experience through which
we have passed. Has it been a varied
scenery, embracing an almost count-
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Jess variety of changes and of ecir-
cumstances, involving a good deal of
comfort, pleasure, and happiness, with
& corresponding amount of sorrow,
affliction, and wretchedness ?

Have we profited from it all? When
we have supposed that the hand of
chastisement was upon us, and we
have been afflicted, has that affliction
been to us a source of knowledge to
benefit and to perfect usin our sphere
of action? We were passing through
this 4s a necessary school of expe-
rience. And when we have passed
through it, has it left with us an
increase to the store of our knowledge ?
Has it profited us to an extent that
we have comprehended more of the
truth that influences our Father in
the heavens? And have we learned
more of the prineciples which consti-
tute our happiness and that will be
the bliss and the glory of the saved
and the sanctified? Has this been
the case with us, or have we done as
many others have—passed blindly
through the school of experience,
passed through the sufferings, en-
dured the sorrow, and experienced the
Joy, the pleasure, and the happiness,
and still are unenlightened—s=till are
ignorant ?

I believe we may, with profit to
ourselves, look over our experience ;
and why? Solong as we have been
connected with the Church, if we

have not been following, as Saints, in |

the path of our own making, in
yielding obedience to the require-
ments of the work of God,—if we
have been obedient to the counsel
that has been given,—if we have
acted up to the calls that have been
made,—if we have done these things,
wé have done them for this purpose,
for our salvation, our deliverance, and
for our improvement, that it might
tend to increase our happiness and
our comfort.

Under this view of the matter,
should we to-day really conclode that
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we have really been made sufferers,
and that we have in reality been
afflicted, and that we have really been
made to participate in some wretched-
ness and misery, we cannot conclude
that we have passed through these
things for any other purpose than that
we should have been brought to a
comprehension of the truth by them.
If it was not our misery that
prompted our Father in his dealings
towards us—that gave character to his
operations with us, then he had an
object in view. He commenced with
us to accomplish his own purposes, to
bring about an increase of his own
glory in our salvation. Well, when
that increase shall be accomplished,
we shall know that it was not our

sorrow or our affliction that he

sought: it was because he wished our

salvation, that we were made to par-
take of the cup of suffering, that we
should partake of sorrow before we
could reach happiness and bliss as a
reward for it.

Well, then, in what way should we
look at what we Lave endured and at
what we have suffered? Why, simply
as lessons—as admonitions imparted
to us for our benefit, for our profit, and
for our learning, and that we might
increase in knowledge, and this might
produce an increase of the legitimate
principles of happiness: and it was
simply a conscientiousness that we
were free from sin that led us to per-
severe In the pursuit of further hap-
piness, by endeavouring to obtain a
more extensive knowledge of the
truth. It is for this, then, that we
have endured all that we have en-
dured. Have we regarded this in this
light, while we have been passing
through those scenes that have marked
cur history from the commencement
of the work of God to the present
moment?

It was said of the Saints anciently,
that they took joyfully the spoiling of
their goods ; and no doubt they did.
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It has probably been the case in this
dispensation, that the Saints have
taken joyfully the spoiling of their
goods. But to how great an extent
have we taken patiently the spoiling
of our goods as trials that were calcu-
lated by our Father in heaven only
for our good ?

We have been in the habit, in con-
sequence of the feelings that pervaded
our minds, of looking at the doings of
our Father in a limited light; and
we have been in the habit of looking
at his operations in this way, and
whatever was required of us to day
we regarded as being the fulness of
his purposes and of his operations
with us; and if we should comply
perfectly or readily to-day with the
requirements made of us, we have
thought that we had attained all that
was to be obtained.

Well, is thisso? No. He has been
making requirements of us continu-
ally : requirement after requirement
has been made of us. He has required
us to accomplish a work to-day, and
something else the next day; and
each succeeding day, from the begin-
ning to the present time, has brnught
some change in his requirements.
He has required us to travel in one
direction, for instance, to-day; and
then the accomplishment of the same
work which he has to do requires us
-to take a directly opposite course teo
what we were pursuing. Well, then,
if taking up one course to-day and
another to-morrow seems to be un-
doing the work of yesterday and to
be diametrically opposed to the work
of yesterday, can we recognize the
hand of God in it? If we have
recognized his hand in these things.
we have had a profitable experience
by them.

“ But,” says one, “how can it be that
God should require one thing to-day,
and then something else to-mor-
row 2 We thought he was a straight-
forward dealing individual—that there
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was no variableness nor shadow of
turning in him.” Well, this is the
character of him; but, perhaps we
have been in difficulty, and could not
recognize the hand of God, and could
not recognize the blessing in the pre-
sent apparent suffering. We could
not recognize the hand of God as on
yesterday, when we thought we were
in better circumstances than we are
to-day. Where is the difficulty ? It
is simply that we have not recognized
the hand of God so clearly as in the
day that we have considered to be
more rich with blessings and pros-
perity; and what is the reason ?
“ Why,"” says one, * we could not see
the design of these things.” Well, if
we could not see their ultimate design,
there must have been a reason why we
could not see; and we will consider
that there was & purpose in this, as
well as in the Lord sending the Gos-
pel which has reached our ears. |
Suppose that we should have known
that it was his purpose to bring us te
this place ; why, we never could have
believed that we were following his
counsel when we were travelling to
avery other place ; for in our journey-
ings we travelled towards almost every
other place before we came here ;: and,
in fact, every other place that we have
visited we visited before we came
here ; and still we were following the
purposes of God every time and im
all those windings. Well, if we
could not know it then, it will be
good to know it now—to discover it
and to look at it in a way and to anm
extent that will profit us. It will be
well to look at the true position we
have been in, now that we understand
that all the scenes that we have
through have been for thn‘
accomplishment of his p '
If we did not understand his pﬂ-
pose at the beginning, we must at
some time comprehend it, or we never
can see his hand in it—we never

can be blessed with that freedom from
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ignorance, from error, and from dark- |else. Weshould reed and learn thess
ness; /but the chains, that have lessons in our experience ; and let ue
hitherto -held wus' in error and in in all these windings see that there is
bondage will - continue to hold us an importance attached to every lesson
until we reach that point. Then to of experience through which we are
see and to comprehend, by the light called to pass.

that dwells within us, that God is withl Then, if we can see the hand of
us, and that he is round about us, and God in all these changes and trials,
that he is fulfilling his purposes all land if we can see to the extent that
the time, however varied our circum- | the relationship is perfect in our com-
stances  may be—however they may !prehenaiﬂn, between the purpose. of
change- from time to time, if we can God and its accomplishment, then we
but know that Ged is in it, what will i' are settled upon a basis from which:
be the result? .  Why, contentment | we cannot be moved, and we are then
that will be unbroken: it will be a standing upon a rock which cannot be
feast to our souls ; it will be the ban- 'shaken; and while the Spirit of God
quet-of happiness for oux. minds to |is upon wus, we will not become
feast upon; and then; however difficult | wretched ; but so long as that Spirit
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our circumstances may be considered, |
we shall have an; inward joy, a peace,
a satisfaction, . and resignation to
the will‘iief j%r'g;--r ;Efﬂt;her,g that we
could-nat have while: we were bound
down by ; the,: chains. of ignorance
and error. ;v

> Well, is there -anything. that we
should knew? . Yes, if we would be
happy, we should know' that if the
clouds of adversity lour around us—
if there are indications of a storm
continually threatening us, then, if
we have not assurance and a know- !
ledge of the trath that will enable us
to look through the clouds that have
thickened around us to the trinmph
of the-cause that we are engaged in,
the scepery will become discouraging
to us; and consequently, we shall be-
come unhappy. 'The consequence
will be that we shall be fearful; and it
will. be that fear that produces un-
pleasant feelings and which is the
result of ignorance. It is required of
us not so much to read and compre-
hend the future which is not revealed,
but like the schoolboy that is rapidly
passing over lessons given by his pre-
ceptor, and who glances over them
‘without seeing their importance, but
simply commits the words to memory

and passes rapidly along to something

No. 20.]

can find a place in us, we cannat
become alienated from the things
of God. -

It was said in old times that when
the Lord commenced his work in
the latter times, he will actually ae-
complish it. ‘Well, now, we, havp
actually come upon the stage of actign
to tuke our part when that work ig
about to be done, alid we, are to con-
stitute a porticn of his agents to ae-
complish that work. * And when we
have done that which is needful for
the accomplishment of his work, then
we shall see the consistency of God's
hand dealing with us. n

For the last twenty-five years, and
especially when the kingdom of  Gexl
was first established, it became ne-
cescary with our Father, as with any
other workman, to have the requisite
material for the building, and then in
the next place to bave that material
in a suitable condition to accomplish
the work with. The same as, when
the Presidency of the Church designed
to build a Temple—a holy place to
the name of the Most High, what ig
requisite ? In the first place, it is
requisite to prepare for a-foundationg

L]

'and then, in the next place, the ma-

terial to lay that foundation is required,
end the Temple coramences to he

[Vol. V.
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built ; and as the material is prepared,
the work of the building goes on, and
4he material is adjusted in the foun-
dation of that Temple according to
the plan of the architect. Well, so
with our IFather, to accomplish his
work in the last days; his first move
was to find men that would engage in
it, and then to send men forth to
attract the attention of others—of
those who would give heed to it.

This ealled forth the preaching of
the Gospel as it was first sounded in
our ears. Did we understand any-
thing of the work of God in the last
days? I speak from my own expe-
Tience, and answer, No. We believed
‘the truth as it was first announced to
us, but not in all its extent nor
what it really amounted to; but what
developments it would show we were
ignorant of. But still being attracted
by the sound that brought with it the
Holy Spirit, we followed it ; and what
has been the result? We are here
to-day ; we have passed through all
the varied scenes that have filled up
the history of this people; we have
‘been associated with all the changes
and vicissitudes that fill up the work
of God for the last twenty-five years,
and we are here to-day, and our expe-
rience is what we have passed through
in that length of time.

And how have we profited by it?
Is the great superstructure of the
‘kingdom of God built up? Is the
organization of the Saints complete ?
Are they perfect? No. Then what
has been doing? Why, the people
‘have been receiving instruction ; they
‘bave been taught from year to year;
Jesson after lesson has been given;
ene field of experience has followed
wpon the track of another; we have
been practising upon those things re-
vealed through the Priesthood upon
1be earth; and, by following this Priest-
hood, it has brought us to these times
and to this place. Well, it has done
bow much of the work of God? How
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much of the foundation is laid ? How
much of the Temple is built?

Why, you can go out here and see
the Temple that is being built on this
ground, and ycu can see how much,
Just as much has been built as there
has been material brought on to the
ground and adjusted in its place ac-
cording to the design of the architeet.
Is this all that has been done towards
the building of the Temple? No.
Here has been a canal built, and there
has been rock quarried and laid on
the way in almost every place from
here to Big Cottonwood Kanyon. DBut
is the Temple built? No: but just so
much as is adjusted there to-day tells
us that so far the Temple is built.
Will it be any different when the top-
stone is laid ? 'Will it make any dif-
ference with the parts that are already
adjusted ? No: they will still maintain
the position that was assigned them;
but that was not given them until
they were every whit prepared, ac-
cording to the plan of the architect,
to take their place in the Building.

Well, look at our place as Saints of
the Most High God, and what is there
developed in relation to the building of
it? The Gospel has been preached, per-
haps, to every nation under heaven, or
they have heard the sound borne by our
own report, either in Zion or in the
nations abroad. But what has been
done? Why, the people of the Saints
have been wandering from State to
State, from country to country, un-
settled, having no abiding-place, mno
permanent home.

Was it necessary for us to wade
through all these scenmes? Yes; it
was necessary that we should move
and remove, until we gained the plaes
we now occupy. It is necessary, be-
fore the kingdom of God can be built
up in strength and in power, to stand

for ever, that there should be developed

in the people a sufficiency of the know-
ledge of salvation to hold them to the
truth just as firmly and as stedfastly
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as these rocks are held to their place
in the foundation of the Temple, so
that there will be no disposition to
apostatize. And the people must be
possessed of capacity, like the rock in
the building ; they must be sed
of strength to bear the weight upon
them in the superstructure.

This is the work that has been going
.on, and we have to learn, experience,
and appreciate this ; and until we do,
we only learn as the brute beasts,
who may experience, but know no
Teason.

The Lord has been leading us for
our profit and for our learning; he
has been leading us in a course of
experience,and we shall be continually
subject to changes and vicissitudes
until our experience becomes suffi-
ciently fruitfal in knowledge that we
shall be bound to the work of God.
“ How ?” says one. Why, by a know-
ledge of the truth; and when we
know the truth in relation to the
work of God, shall we cherish a desire
to depart from it ? Does a man ever
apostatize when he knows the work is
true and that Ged is working for his
own glory, and when he all the time
sees this? No, never. You never see
a man apostatize that in the days of
his apostacy ever kmew this or ap-
preciated it. Why, if he knew this,
he would not apostatize.

Apostates are found as we
through the country, and they will
say, “I knew the work to be true,
twenty years ago, when you, brother
Lyman, or somebody else, came
through our section of country and
preached the Gospel ; I knew that it
was true then.”

Then, why did you apostatize and
leave the Church? Have you found
out that it was false ?

““ Well, I do not know that I have,
‘but it was that ‘Mormonism’ that

was preached twenty years ago that 1
knew.”

Well, if you knew that which was
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 preached twenty years ago, you would
have recognised it to-day, because this
1s the first fruit of that which you were
acquainted with; and if you had
known 1t, you would not have departed
from it. You did not know the
Gospel ; you did not understand it :
you might have known or felt com-
scious that what some man told you
was true. But what is the spirit of
the Gospel to that man that compre-
hendsit? It is that which compre-
hends all truth and all good; and
there is no truth, neither is there any
good outside of it; and there is, con-
sequently, no chance for the in-
dividual that views the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in this light to adopt
those kinds of conclusions that lead
men away from the truth and that
cause them to apostatize.

If we realize this, then we are
secure, and we are prepared for any
contingency that may arise; and if
God does not build up his kingdom
with us and with the people that are
gathered together to the place that he
has appointed, there is but one reason
why he does not do it, and that is,
they do not understand enough of the
principles of salvation ; therefore, his
kingdom cannot be built up entirely
and completely. |

Now, the fact of a man's being
gathered with the Church and with
the Saints does not constitute his
salvation in the kingdom when the
kingdom shall triumph : for men will
apostatize and go away from the
Church, until they know that it is
worth everything else, that it 1s every-
thing that is good, and that it is all
that can bestow permanent happiness
upon man., Until they understand
this, they are in danger, because there
are agencies in the world, throughout
the world, and a train of corrupt in-
fluences that are in lively exercise
among men and that have gamed
power in consequence of the ignorance

of mankind; so that until there is as
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much of the knowledge of the truth
within the people that constitute the
“Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints as will sustain them till there
is no disposition to look after anything
-else, until they consider nothing out-
'side the kingdom of any value, they !
-will be in danger of stepping aside
and doing wrong. What is it that
will save us? Why, simply knowing
that the truth is so broad that it fills
the infinitude of space and embraces
all true happiness, glory, immortality,
and eternal life—all that man will
-possess when he is associated with the
*redeemed and sanctified.

When we have this understanding
and these views of the subject, will
‘we ever go away from the truth? I
88y, No, we will not. What will we go
away for ? There is no money to be
made ; there is no Dblessing to be
obtained ; there is no power or riches
that can be gained or acquired, or
that can be hoped for; there is nothing
-outside of the truth.

Does a man get away from the truth
by apostacy ? No; he simply revels
.in the darkness, with truth all around
him : the truth pervades the whole
~country where he may dwell and
where he may travel; he cannot get
outside of it. Then what has he
done ? He bas closed his eyes and
said, “I will not see;” and by
«doing so, what has he effected ? He
has only run around the circle of
truth, until he is worn out and comes
back and finds that the truth is still
there. When he opens his eyes, there
is the truth; God is there, his in-
fluences are there, his Spirit is there,
his work is there; and he finds that
he has not gone away from God, neigher
has he gone away from the truth; but
bhe has simply closed his eyes and
refused to see that light and truth
which were presented to him.

What has he got to do? He has
got to take up the truth where he

thought be bad left it, be obedient to |
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its requirements, live to it, and put it
on like a garment; he has got to
shake off the shackles of darkness, and
emerge into the light and liberty that
the Gospel brings.

“Well,” says one, “where?” Why,
in that very place where a long time
ago you closed your eves against the
light and the truth. You may apos-
tatize, go away, and stay as long as
you please; but you must get a good
deal of money, or you will not have
enough to get through with. I have
never seen an individual that could
get enough that would last him
through.

Men may go round the world, and
they cannot get away from the truth.
It is simply because we do not under-
stand the Gospel as a system of truth
that we are subject to doubts and
fears. If we did understand it in
that light, we would not be carried
away, for the best of all reasons, that
we would not have any inclination to
go away from the truth. If we love
it, do you think we will apostatize, or
or become alienated from it? No,
never,

Do you see what is requisite to
learn, to prepare for those dangers to
which we are liable? Why, it is
simply to comprehend the trutk; and
when we do this, what shall we see ?
We shall see that God has a hand in
all things—that he designs to build
up his work and to establish it with
us, but not until there is a sufficiency
of the light and manifestations of the
Spirit of truth in us that we could
not be separated from it.

All this scenery that we have been
passing through has been preparing
us, just as the labourer, in taking the
rock from the mountain, has been
preparing it for its proper place in
the House of God.

Well, what is necessary mnext?
Why,you know, the stone-mason, when
he commenced on the rough ashlsr
that was in the quarry, commenced
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with heavy tools; and when he had
knockéd off some of the rough cor-
ners and smoothed down the exterior
appearance of the stone, he then used
lighter tools and continued to use
lighter still, until the piece under his
hand was prepared and polished and
fit for its place.

Well, what will we have to be when
we are as smooth as some of the nicely
polished pieces of stone that will be
in the house of God? We will have
to do a great deal more in ‘ Mor-
monism” than to join the Church and
make & journey of some ten thousand
miles. Men have been journeying all
the time, but very few have journeyed
so as to be saved in the kingdom of
God; and what is the reason ? Why,
in their travelling there has been
something that has been neglected.
Well, if nothing has been neglected
with us, and we are to be removed no
more, but to become abiding fixtures
in the kingdom of God, why, then we
can see that it has been necessary
that every evil should be drawn out,
and that the Spirit of truth in every
part of our organization should be-
come a living pulse that should vi-
brate and reach every individual
action and that should purify every
individual thought, and that the
fountain of life and thought within us
might become well purified by its
sacred and life-giving influence, that
it might purge out from us all that un-
hallowed leaven within us and round
about us, and in which we find ourselves
involved as we pass through the jour-
ney of life.

We get angry, we get out of humour,
““ out of sorts,” as the printers term
it; hence we do not have that equa-
nimity of thought which it is desirable
that we should possess. Our passions
rale us, and we do mnot rule them;
the passions, the feelings that may be
within us, overcome us, and we say
we did not think anything about it.
We do not think that we are to con-
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trol ourselves, that this is our business
upon the earth, that we came here to-
learn our Father and the principles
which influence him—to learn how
he has put on power, and how he has:
surrounded himself with glory and
strength, come off victorious, and
never become subject to evil.

Well, are we learning it when our
passions are running away with us
like a wild, untrained team with the car-
ringes that they are attached to?
“ Why,"” says one, “ we shall do as the
Spirit dictates us.” There is a saying
that 1 have read somewhere, that says.
the spirit of the prophet should be
subject to the prophet; hence I infer
that I should not always prophesy:
because the spirit of prophecy is in.
me ; for the testimony of Jesus is the:
spirit of prophecy, which we should
have all the time. But although we
should have the spirit all the time,
we should only use it when it would
be prudent and profitable to do so.
It is so with all our conduct in life :
it is so with all those duties that fill
up our time and that occupy our at-
tention in the domestic circle; for
there is where we should begin to
build up the kingdom of God,—first
in ourselves, then with our wives,
next with our children, and then all
build up the kingdom of God to-
gether.

Well, but we have been told that
this was our sectarian traditions, to
think of building up the kingdom of
God in our hearts. But I want to tell
you, not because you have not heard
it before, but because it is a thing
that you have been told again and
again; and what is that? To live your
religion ; and to live your religion is
to have every principle pertaining to
the building up of the kingdom of
God, to its perpetuity and perfection,
developed in you; and what will be
the result? Why, then, when you
are adjusted in the Temple of God
and assigned your position, yow
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will not run away, but you will
remain and become as a pillar here.
What is a pillar? It is a fixture.
You know they are put in a building
to remain there while the building
stands. If the building is designed
to be an eternal place—a dwelling-
place for God, then they are to
remain there for ever.

You want to live so that your minds
will be filled with his Spirit; and to
do this, you need not take a mission
to the sun, to the moon, or to the
stars, to find out their distances or
how much they weigh? DButare you
acquainted with your homes? You
answer, “ Yes.” Well, then, do right
at home, do not do wrong, do not
quarrel at home, do not stir up dis-
union, do not, in a word, do anything
to bring about a pandemonium in-
stead of a paradise; but do that
which brings peace—that which pro-
duces the spirit of peace and of
heaven. |

But where division of sentiment,
diversity of feeling, and discord exist,
the principles of heaven are not
there ; the principles of peace are not
there. Study these principles, and
for what purpose? Why, that it may
stirup the spirit of peace within you,—
that the spirit of peace may be, not a
casual visitor, but a constant atten-
dant,—that he may take up his abode
with you; and when an individual
takes up his abode with you, then
you do not consider him a transient
visitor, but there is his home—there is
where he lodges, where he stays, where
he imparts blessings,—if he is a min-
i1ster of blessings, where he imparts
good, if he has any good to impart.
And if you open a door that this Spirit
will take up his abode with you, then
that fountain which will be opened
up will become very plenteous in its
supplies ; it will become so to you
because you welcome the Holy Spirit
there, and you study to cultivate
within you such a feeling that the
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Spirit will love to tarry with you day”’
by day; and its book of instructions
will be opened to you, so that each
succeeding day will give you an in-
crease of knowledge, and you will find
yourselves able to comprehend one de-
gree of light and knowledge after an-
other, until your whole soul will be swal-
lowed upinyourlove for the truth; your
affections will be bound up in the
truth, for which you will be willing to
sacrificeall ; and you will throwawayall
the old fogyism that was around you;
and if you have acted as if you thought
the world was yours, then you will
think that it is your Father's, and
that he only lent it. You will ac-
knowledge his ownership to it, and you
will give yourself to him and to his
cause continually.

What will this prepare you for?
For any contingency that may arise ;
and you will be contented in the storm
and confident of what the result will
be. If the storm-clouds lour around
you, you will be comforted by the
sunshine of the Spirit of God; and
however dark the clouds that may lour
around, you will find that Spirit to be
your companion; you will see the
sunshine that opens to you the pros-
pect of happiness, of glory, and of
eternal life when the clouds shall pass
away.

Why will this be the case ? Because
you have prepared yourselves that the
Spirit might be in you, having culti-
vated it all through your lives. Then
you have a devotion to the truth, and
the Spirit of truth will tarry with you,
and by-and-by you will become fully
devoted to the truth; your affections
will become pure and holy; and then
when you are purified and made holy,
you will not depart from the truth,
nor go into darkness and apostacy,
because the sunlight of truth is with-
in you. |

This is what I want you to learn;
and why? DBecause the days, the
times that are around us require that'
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we should be firm in our purpose, and
not only that we should put up our

hands or raise our voites to high

heaven to sustain the kingdom, but
that we should be prepared with every
feeling that is within us to devote
ourselves to the truth, knowing that
it is all in all, and that there is
nothing outside of it that is worth
possessing.

Knowing this, then, let us be de-
voted to the truth, not blindly, but
because the affections that are within
us are chained by a knowledge of its
excellency above everything that can
be possessed—above every good that
can be attained, and then we shall be
secure.

Brethren and sisters, if we will eul-
tivate this principle and seek to sub-
ject ourselves to the truth, all things
are right around us. There can be
nothing wrong to the man who is
swallowed up in the truth—whose
whole affections are swallowed up in
the beauty and excellency of that
truth which he has learned. There
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of the Church ? All will be right, if
we, do right.  Well, now, how can
you neglect these things and do right?.
You cannot. Bat if we do right, whas
does it do? It saves our backs from
the rod—it secures to us the protection
of our Father; and if we fail to deo
right, he will do with us as he hasg
been doing. He has led us through
all the meanderings of our course;
his hand has been over us all the
time ; and what has been his design ?
It has been his design to develop a
people to do his own work—to move
them until they should find the place
where his kingdom should be built
up 1n strength and in power.

Well, cannot we see it is idle for
us to gather around us hopes that we
can be saved and redeemed, or that
God will redeem and save us auy
farther than the principles of truth
are developed within us? If we do
see 1t, 1t leaves hope to us and am in
ducement to live better ; and if there
are lesser sins that find place and that

i no feeling in him to apostatize—  still exist in the more narrow circles
there is no room for such a feeling, | of our life, let the work of purification

and consequently he will not apos-
tatize.

Such a man would not apostatize

at seeing the little plans our enemies
are forming for our destruction. But
when we have endured all the suffer-
ings that our enemies can bring upon
us, let us so live that we may come
from the battle-field unscathed, un-
harmed, and be victorious; then we
shall find that the least of the foes
over which we have triumphed will
be the enemies outside.

If we can triumph over our feelings,
our affections, so that our whole souls
can become subject to the principles
of heaven, then we shall easily con-
quer the other foes. These are the
things to be conquered ; and when these
are conquered, the others are at our
feet. :

What is continually declared to us

go on until there shall not be a faul¢-
finding wife nor a husband that shall
exact anything that is not right in the
circle of his home. .

When this is the case, where will:
wickedness find a place to be nestled
and nourished? Where there is ne.
evil in the heart, there is no evil com-/
mitted. Let us strive for this with all
our energies, and let us take the word
with us to our homes ; for the way is
for us to take this home to ourselves,
Let this be the case in every home,.
and the work is begun. ) -

Brethren and sisters, may God bless
you with wisdom, faith, prudenee,
humility, and every grace that is»
necessary to strengthen you, that you
may take hold of this work and carry
it home with you! The most of it is
to be done at home, where you wash:
dishes and attend to the duties of.
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domestic life: this is the sanctuary | purify yourselves and to reach thig

that is to be made pure and holy.

And that everything may go on | prayer.
zight, that God may help you to -

point—this consummation, is my
Amen.

THE BLESSINGS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE 'SAINTS — OBEDIENCE TO
COUNSEL.

A Discourse by Elder Lorenzo Snow, delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City,
Sunday Afternoon, October 11, 1857.

I presume, brethren and sisters, that
we all fee! measurably thankful and
grateful that we have had the privilege
of receiving the fulness of the Gospel—
that we bave been counted worthy to
be gathered out from among the na-
tions, to meet in these valleys of the
raountains for the purpose of receiving
imstruction, learning the miud and
will of our Heavenly Father, and of
preparing ourselves for those things
that are coming upon the earth.

But, at the same time, I presume to
szy that we do not all of us fully com-
prehend the blessings and privileges
that are prepared in the Gospel for
us to receive. We do not fully com-
prehend and we do not have before
our view the things which await us
in the eternal worlds, nor, indeed, the
things which await us in this life
and that are calculated to promote
our peace and happiness and to answer
the desires of our hearts.

The Lord bas established certain
constitutional desires and feelings in
our bosoms ; and it is so with ali man-
kind—with the whole human family.
There are implanted and interwoven
in their constitutions certain desires
and capacities for enjoyment—desires

for ecertain things that are in their
nature caleulated to promote our peace
and wellbeing, that answer their feel-
ing and promote their happiness. Dat
how to obtain the gratification of those
capacities and desires, the world do
not know nor understand. But the
Lord has seen fit to put us in the
channel and in the way of under-
standing those things by being faith-
ful and walking in the light of the
Holy Spirit, and receiving truth, and
eventually coming in possession of
everything that our hearts desire in
righteousness, to promote our

and happiness and the highest things
that pertain to glory and exaltation in
the eternal worlds.

We frequently, in the multitude of
cares around us, get forgetful, and
these things are not before us; them
we do not comprehend that the Gos-
pel is designed and calculated in its

nature to bestow upon us those things,

that will bring glory, honcur, and ex-
altation—that will bring peace and

glory.

We are apt to forget these.
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things in the midst of the cares and

vexations of life; and we do not fully.

understand that it is our privilege,
and that the Lord has placed it in



