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will in all things. After we have | ask of him is to keep out of my way.
warned the nations, we will return | I will not injure him, but let him get
home and raise a holy posterity | all the glory and exaltation he can;
before the Lord : therefore we want |and I will not throw the ashes of a
good men, and praying men; for I | rye straw in his path. |
have no confidence in any man who I can feel sensibly that there has
does not pray. It is as much as I been an increase of union and faith
can do to live and pray all the time; among the people here since I left
and after all, I suppose I may say, | here last fall : it is either in me or in
like the good old Methodist, I leave you. [A voice in the stand: “It is
undone those things I ought to do, in both.”] It is in both, brother
and do the things I ought not. Brigham says. Let this union and
I do not feel that I have any  this faith continue to increase, until
animosity in my heart to any man on ' we are brought into the presence of
the earth. If a man will be my our God; and may this be the happy
enemy, and is determined to be, all I lot of us all. Amen.

BUILDING UP THE KINGDOM OF GOD—HOW TO TREAT IMMIGRANT
SAINTS, ETC.

Remarks by President Bricuam Youne at a Special Conference held in the Tabernacle,
Great Salt Lake City, August 28, 1850,

RETORTED BY G. D. WATT.

The morning is far spent; but | brother Benson that brother Brigham
before we close the morning service, I | has but one fear concerning this peo-
would like to present before the Con- | ple. * It is true.
ference the names of a few Elders| I do not fear all the devils in hell.
who have been selected to take mis- | or all the mobs that could be raised :
sions. but if I have any fear, it is upon this

I suppose the brethren understand | ground—that the people, in their
the object of this special Conference. | blessings, should forget the ILord
It 18 for the purpose of transacting | their God. I do not see that this is
business pertaining to foreign Missions | the case with this people; but if
and of giving the brethrén an oppor- | there is danger to be anticipated, it is
tunity to cross the Plains before the | in the slackness of the people to
cold weather. We shall send them | remember the Lord, when the fos-
out from this Conference. ' tering hand of Providence is pouring

I wish to say to the brethren, T am our blessings upon them and round
thankful, and I rejoice in the Lord ' about them all the day long.
my Saviour, for his choice blessings | This has been in former times,
which we enjoy. It was observed by | when the blessings of the Lord have
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been poured out upon the people. It
is written in the Bible, concerning
ancient Israel, that they got fat and
kicked against the Lord their God.
You may understand the expression
as you please. They forgot the Lord
and began to trust in the wisdom of
man. They forgot their prayers and
the duties they owed to one another,
and they fell back into a careless, car-
nal security, and became like the rest
of the world.

This is the only ground on which
I would have fear, were I to entertain
any. As I have often said, and the
same I can say again—it is too late
in the day for this people ever to
be cast off and disowned by the
Lord. The work the Lord promised
to do is too nigh accomplished, and
he has promised to make a short
work on the earth. This work has
gome time since commenced ; and if
any of the people will not serve their
God and do the work he has given
them to do, they will be removed out
of the way, and that speedily. It is
too late in the day for this people to
apostatize and the Priesthood to be
taken again from the earth; so there
is net much ground for fears even in
this respect.

A few words to the Elders of Israel
with regard to the building up of the
kingdom of God. Suppose every
man who has wanted to go out to
preach, (and almost every Elder has
wanted to go,)—suppose they had
all gone six years ago last fall, and
left Nauvoo entirely destitute of
Elders, and attended diligently to
preaching up to this time. Would
there have been a place prepared for
the gathering of the Saints from all
the world? No. There would have
been no place for the Elders to gather
them to; there would have been no
standard reared or rallying point for
the people. Do you preach the
gathering of Israel and the re-
demption of Zion? You do; and

—

just as necessary
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when you would have got through
this, and found all the rest had been
neglected, what would have been the
situation of the Klders of Israel?
Their mouths would be closed up and
sealed ; they would not have any more
influence among the people than those
doctors and philosophers in France
spoken of by Elder Taylor: they came,
they tarried ; and if they paid for what
they had, it was all right; they went,
and no person cared for them. It
would have been the same with the
Elders of this Church.

The whole machinery is in operation
and complete, that, when the Elders
go forth to preach the Gospel, every
man carries with himatwo-edged sword,
and pierces the hearts of the people
by the spirit of the Gospel which he
goes to proclaim. Bat if the work is
in progress only in part, his sword is
blunted at once; it has no edge, it is
incomplete, and does not pierce the
hearts of the people; consequently, he
had better have stayed at home.

Why I make these remarks is, that
we may understand that unless this
work is in progress as a whole, it is
not complete—we are found wanting,
and not. prepared to do the work we
are called and sent to do. Now, it is
to come to these
valleys, build houses, make fences,
erect school-houses, rear up places of
worship, and prepare for the gathering
of Israel, as it is to go and preach to
Israel to influence them to gather.
The one is just as honourable and as
acceptable in the sight of God as the
other ; and those that labour faithfully
at home, will be crowned with those
that labour faithfully abroad. Those
who are selected to remain at home
receive as those who are selected to go
abroad.

It is unnecessary for me, for any of
the Twelve, or for any of my brethren
to rise up here to preach to the Elders
to infuse the spirit of preaching in

them ; for we have had to hold them
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back with a cable rope, as it were, to
keep them from going to preach.
There is no lack of the spirit of the
Gospel in the Elders of Israel; for we
have been teased all the time to give
them permission to go out and give
vent to the spirit within them; but
had we listened to them, you and I
would not have had this commodious
house to preach in this day. All the
Elders would have been off preaching,
and there would not have been enough
left to have made the women and
children comfortable.

What is to be done? Obey counsel.
They do, and how far? Enough to
scare the whole world. Look at the
spirit that is in the midst of this
people and that overshadows them.
What 1nfluence does this have upon
the nations of the earth? It fills them
with terror and awe; and when they
reflect and reason, it fills them with
astonishment, that there is a people
on the earth, in the present confused,
revolutionary state of the nations, that
will hearken to counsel, and be of one
heart and one mind. They are filled
with fear and astonishment, and they
dread the union that is among this
people more than they dread the Lord
Almighty upon his throne. This isa
pretty positive proof that this people
are willing to hearken to the counsels
of heaven.

Brother Benson proclaims in our
hearing that this spirit has increased
since he left here last fall. It has,
and I expect it has grown in his own
bosom : it has in mine. What do
you think about yourselves, brethren ?
Would you not be ready also to acknow-
ledge that the same spirit is increasing
in your bosoms—a spirit of love, and
union, and of faith in your calling?
I think there are a great many who
can say, and say it truly, that this
Spirit of the Lord has greatly in-
creased in their hearts for six or eight
months past, or for a year. Were it
not so, we should not be found grow-
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ing in the knowledge of the truth.
This is our labour, our business, and
our calling—to grow in grace and in
knowledge from day to day and from
year to year.

I wish to say to this congregation,
and I wish them to say to the families
of the brethren who are not here
to-day, and I would like all the in-
habitants of these valleys to hear it,
—When our brethren who are on the
Plains come with their families into
this city, or into any of the settlements
of the Latter-day Saints, sit down
and calmly make a calculation in your
own hearts, how you would wish a
neighbourhood of Latter-day Saints
to receive you, if you had been
journeying across the Plains this sea-
son. Ponder it over in your minds,
and place yourselves in the situation
of a pilgrim travelling across the
Plains; and, after a hard and fatiguing
summer's work, now you have got
home. Imagine yourselves at the
doors of your brethren who have
plenty. Here are their gardens
groaning with the abundance of the
products of the earth—with potatoes,
beets, and cabbage. Here are milk
and butter and fine flour in great
quantities. Here are the tomatoes
and garden vegetables of every de-
scription. Now, you say, I have got
home, to my brethren’s door, and they
have got plenty. What would you
wish these brethren to do to you?
Ask that same question to your neigh-
bours, and get them to answer it.
can tell you what vou would they
should do to you. You would wish
them to say, Come, brother or sister,
into my garden, and help yourselves
to some garden sauce; walk in here,
and take and eat, and make your-
selves glad. And if they turn round
and say, Brother how shall I pay you
for what I get? then you cannot hear
that, for it is something that is
altogether out of the question. The
Lord gave it to us: now, come and
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help us to eat it. That do to the
emigrant Saints, every one of you. I
know it is the will of the Lord you
should do it; and I know, if he should
speak to you himself, he would tell
you the same thing. I tell you just
as it is; and that is just as good, pre-
cisely, as though another came and told
you. Then the brethren will feel joy-
ful; their hearts will be made glad, and
they will know that you are actually
growing in the knowledge of the truth.

There are a great many coming.
Brother Benson says all are coming,
even the great grand-daddies and
great grand-mammies, uncles and
aunts,—all are coming, and I am
glad of it. I rejoice; for it puts us
in a position that we can send out
Elders from this place into all the
world ; whereas, before, our circum-
stances needed all the men we had
here to prepare for the gathering of
the Saints. Now the time has come
that we can send out our little parties
to gather up Israel and preach the
Gospel to the nations before the end
comes.

The reports we have heard from
our brethren are favourable, cheering,
and rejoicing to every heart. Those
who are coming from the islands of
the sea and from the old countries
where the Elders have been sent—
those from Pottawatomie and the
States are coming home. For the
present, this is the place of gather-
ing ; here the standard is reared for
the Latter-day Saints from all nations,
that they may spread out from this
place and fill up other places, until
the whole continent of America, which
is the land of Zion, shall be peopled
with the Saints of the Most High.

Question : When are we going
back to Jackson County ? Not until
the Lord commands his people; and
it is just as much as you and I can do
to get ready to go when he does com-
mand us.

Brothers Benson and Grant have
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been successful in their missions.
Brother Benson says some of the
brethren were glad when he was
mobbed. I was glad of it; for every
mobbing difficulty will add glory upon
the heads of the humble, faithful, and
contrite in heart. It serves to prove
and give them experience ; it shows
them the contrast between the one
and the other. All this is preparatory
for the Saints to enter into their rest,
and for the wicked to receive their
punishment. Brother Benson has
been successful; and I thank the
Lord Almighty that he turned the
key here last fall, and caused a tre-
mendous commotion among the poli-
tical elements—earthquake, thunder-
ing, and lightning above and below
the earth, with great excitement. This
gathered a great many more Saints
than if it had been fair weather all
the time. This clashing and noise of
the elements stirred up the people in
Pottawatomie, and then they wanted
to go to the mountains, like brother
George A. Smith, in the latter days of
Nauvoo: he wanted to go to the
mountains, or to California, or to
Oregon; he was not very particular,
What for? Simply because he was
obliged to go somewhere. The Saints
who are coming now from Potta-
watomie were obliged to leave for
the valleys of the mountains. Why?
Because they had to run somewhere.
Do you suppose I am sorry because of
persecution? No: I never was in
my life ; but I have thanked God a
thousand times that the Devil is not
yet bound ; for if he had been, the
Saints would have gone to sleep ; and
if there could be such a thing, they
would have been blotted out of ex-
istence, with all their intelligence,
and the earth have received them into
its bowels. Light, knowledge, truth,
wickedness of every kind, the works
of the Almighty, and the works of the
Devil, all conspire to roll on the great
work that the Lord Jesus Christ is
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doing upon the earth,—every person
and power in their own order.
I do not wish to detain the congre-
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gation longer this morning. Brother

Kimball set before you the object of
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the meeting, and I have hinted at it.
We will now read over a few names
that we have selected. May the Lord
God of Israel bless you, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES WITHOUT PURSE OR SCRIP—BLESSINGS
OF THE LORD UPON HIS FAITHFUL SERVANTS. '

Remarks bg Elder Orsox Pratr at a Special Conference held in the Tabernacle, Great
Salt Lake City, August 28, 1852,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

The congregation have seen mani-
fested the determination of these
brethren who have been appointed to
go on their respective missions. If
it be the minds of this assembly that
all of these brethren whose names
have been read shall fulfil their several
appointments, you will manifest it by
the uplifted hand. [The manifes-
tation was unanimous. ]

I will make a few observations by
permission. = When I see so many of
my brethren feeling a desire to go to
the nations—to ~different parts of
the earth, it truly is a cause of great
rejoicing to my heart. When I read,
occasionally, letters and communica-
tions that are published in the Mul-
lennial Star, in regard to the spread
of the work among the different

nations, it i8 & joy to me which is

indescribable. And when I see the
brethren going forth to the different
nations, I almost feel as though I
wanted to go to all these different
places at the same time myself—to
go with my brethren and be instru-
mental with you In trying to build up

this kingdom among the nations. ‘But
' faithful man in this Church, since the

There is certainly no work in which
the servants of God can be engaged

that is so pleasing and joyful to the
mind as to be engaged in the work
of the holy ministry—in trying to
persuade the honest in heart among
the nations to receive the truth.

-This generation have been calling
a long time for miracles; but one of
the greatest miracles in the last days,
in my estimation, is the fact that scores
and hundreds of the missionaries of
the Latter-day Saints are traversing
the globe, going from nation to
nation, upon the principle that the
ancient Apostles travelled—namely,
without purse or scrip. I8 not that
a miracle ? Has there any such thing
happened before for many generations
as %ebple_ travelling over the whole
earth, starting from their homes
without purse or scrip? If you
should go upon your own business,
and the Lord had not a hand in the
matter, it would be nine chances out
of ten if you did not perish before you
returned ; and, perhaps, nine chances
out of ten if you ever obtained means
to accomplish your journey and pay
your passage from place to place.
%ut where 1s there an example of any

year 1830, that has gone forth trust-



