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PRIVILEGES OF THE SABBATH—DUTY OF LIVING OUR RELIGION—
HUMAN LONGEVITY, &c.

Remarhs by President Briauam Yousc, made in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City,
May 20, 1860.

REFPORTED BEY G. D. WATT.

I am happy for the privilege of
meeting with the Saints. I delight
in seeing their faces, and am very
fond of their gociety. 4

I have much experience in the va-
rious habits, feelings, customs, man-
ners, and conditions of mankind ; and |
I have felt, for many years, as though
I would be perfectly satisfied to as-
gociate with those who live in peace
—with those who believe in God the
Father and in his Son Jesus—to live
with those. who believe in the Holy
Ghost which the Lord has bestowed
upon the children of men—with those
who adhere to all the principles in the
Gospel, and live according to it day by
day. Such society would be perfectly
satisfactory to me. It would satisfy
every feeling, every desire,—in fact, my
whole soul, without ever associating
with another wicked person on the
earth. 1,
I bhave not-the least desire, nor
have I had for years, to mingle with
a person who takes the name of God |
in vain, who in- the least betrays his
covenants, who wavers or falters in
his integrity with his God or with his
fellow-man ; but I am most perfectly
satisfied to associate with those whose
hearts are filled with peace, with
praise and adoration to our God, and
whose lives are full of good works. |
Their voices to me are like sweet

musie. I have not the least desire to

mingle with or laok upon the faces of
those who hate God and his cause.

I rejoice in the privilege of meet-
ing with the Saints, in hearing them
speak, and in enjoying the influence
that is within and around them. That
influence opens to my understanding
the true position of those who are en-
deavouring to serve their God. I do
not require to hear them speak to
enable me to know their feelings. Is
it not also your experience that, when
you meet persons in the streets, in
your houses, in your offices, or in
your workshops, more or less of an
influence attends them which conveys
more than words can? DBy this the
Father knows his children, Jesus
knows his brethren, and the angels
are acquainted with those who delight
to associate with them and with those
who hate them. This knowledge is
obtained through that invisible in-
fluence which attends intelligent
beings, and betrays the atmosphere in
which they delight to live. Can you
comprehend that I understand their
condition when I meet with Saints?
I am satisfied all is right : my soul is
comforted.

You do not see me here every Sab-
bath. Perhaps some of you wonder
why. I will tell you in a very few
words. If I had my own choice, and
could have my own dietation with
regard to physical and mental labour,
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I would set apart, for the express be-
nefit of man, at least one-seventh part
of the time for rest. There are but
very few Sabbaths that I have ever
kept in strictly resting from my la-
bours — permitting both body and
mind to rest. Perhaps assembling
here on the Sabbath is a rest to many,
though it is not very much of a rest.
To those who have been labouring all
the week to the utmost extent of their
strength, it may be somewhat of a
rest to sit on these hard benches ; but
when I come here I have a constant
labour on my mind. This congrega-
tion, the Saints throughout the world,
and the world of mankind in general
are before me. I think for them all.
I would like to take one-seventh part
of the time to rest; but 1 do not often
have this privilege. If I had my own
mind, I would devote the time for
meetings like this within the measure
of the six days, and on the seventh,
rest from all my labours, for the ex-
press purpose of renewing the mental
and physical powers of man. They
require it, as the Lord well knew;
hence he established a day of rest.
The natural tendency of the physical
powers of man is to decay ; and to pre-
serve them as long as possible, they
need this retirement from labour—
this rest—this ease. I very seldom
enjoy this privilege.

Our customs are more or less like
the customs of our fathers, and their
influence is often stronger upon us
than any law. There is not a law of
God, nor a Jaw of any nation that exer-
cises 80 strong an influence upon us
as do our traditions at times, to bind
us to certain customs, habits, and
ceremonies: consequently, to carry out
the old traditions, we observe this day
of rest as we now do. Father went
to meeting on the seventh day, and
the priests and all good people go to
meeting on that day. It has been
the custom from time immemorial.
Some men and women walk miles to
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attend meetings : some men walk ag
many as ten miles, hold two or threg
meetings, walk back, and are in theig
workshops by five o’clock on Monday
morning. Custom binds us to this,
and here we are to-day in compliancg
with its force.

' Brother Hyde spoke of a revelation
which he tried to find in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants. That reve-
lation was reserved at the time the
compilation for that book was mada
by Oliver Cowdery and others, im
Kirtland. It was not wisdom to pub-
lish it to the world, and it remained
in the private escritoire. Brother
Joseph had that revelation concerning
thisnation at a time when the brethren
were reflecting and reasoning with
regard to African slavery on this con-
tinent, and the slavery of the chil-
dren of men throughout the worlds
There are other revelations, besides
this one, not yet published to thae
world. In the due time of the Lord,
the Saints and the world will be pri-
vileged with the revelations that are
due to them. They now have many
more than they are worthy of, for they
do not observe them. The Gentila
nations have had more of the revela-
tions of God than is their just due.
And I will say, as I have before said,
if guilt before my God and mybrethren
rests upon me in the least, it is in
this one thing—that I have revealed
too much concerning God and his
kingdom, and the designs of oux
Father in heaven. If my skirts are
stained in the least with wrong, it is
because I have been too free in telling
what God is, how he lives, the nature
of his providences and designs in
creating the world, in bringing forth
the human family on the earth, hig
designs concerning them, &e. If I
had, like Paul, said—* But if any
man be ignorant, let him be ignorant,”
perhaps it would have been better for
the people.

You may ask whether this is rea;

i
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sonable. T ecan prove it tobesoinze,

few sentences. There are men upon
whom God has bestowed gifts and
graces, and women who are endowed
with strong mental ability, and yet
they cannot receive the truth ; and
then the truth condemns them: it
leaves them in darkness. When they
cannot receive every truth, let it be
ever 8o important or unimportant to
them, their neglect to grasp in their
faith the truth God reveals for their
benefit weakens them, comparatively,
from the crowns of their heads to the
soles of their feet, and the enemy may
have the advantage over them in an
hour when they think not. To please
our Father in heaven, and do hiswill
in all things, to walk up faithfully in
the discharge of every duty prepara-
tory to being crowned in his kingdom,
when a truth is presented te an in.
telligent person he ought to grasp it
and receive it in his faith. There are
revelations, wisdom, knowledge, and
understanding yet to be proclaimed,
and whether they will please the
world, or'not, is immaterial to me. |
shall not pledge myself upon a single
point.

I wish to impress upon the minds
of the Saints the importance of so
Living that they will always know the
voice of the Good Shepherd. When
they hear the voice of the Spirit of in-
gpiration—the power of God, through
any person, let the feelings and sensi-
bilities of every one who professes to
know anything of the things of God,
be in a state to know and discern be-
tween that which is of God and that
which is not. I have exhorted the
brethren, all the day long, in this
way. My whole study is employed
and my whole soul is drawn out to in-
duce this people to live their religiuﬁ%
How often has it been taught that i
you depend entirely upon the voice,
judgment, and sagacity of. those ap-
pointed to lead you, and neglect to
enjoy the Spirit for yourselves, how
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easily you may be led into error, and
finally be cast off to the left hand ?
Is it desirable to lead you astray?
No; it would not be a momentary
satisfaction to a Saint of God—to a
servant of God—to one whosees things
as they are, to be the means of be-
trayingand deceiving the whole human
family and leading them astray where
he pleased. For any man who un-
derstands the things of God to have
power to lead the human family astray
at his will and pleasure is calculated
to destroy : it is ruin, it is waste, and
will finally lead to disorganization.
But a true servant of God takes more
pleasure in saving the meanest capa-
city organized in human form upon
the face of the earth than a wicked
person can in leading hosts astray.
Let a Prophet of God, an Apostle, or
any servant of the Lord Jesus have
the privilege of bringing the very
smallest degree of organized intelli-
gence up higher and higher until it is
capable of receiving the intelligence
of angels, and it will give more con-
solation and happiness than to lead all
the posterity of Adam into a wrong
path. A
Brethren and sisters, I have a few
words to say to you with regard to our
present position as connected with
future events, future prospects, futurd
kingdoms, glories, and existence, and
the rise, spread, glory, and power of
the kingdom of God upon the face of
the earth. You know that I am a
to-day person in my preaching and ex-
hortations. They are for the tice we
now live in—not particularly for the
millennium, for the resurrection, for
the eternities yet to come; for if we
can live this day as we ought to live,
we shall be prepared for to-morrow,
and so on for the next day; and when
the eternities come, we shall be pre-

pared to enjoy them. You are con-

stantly taught to live your religion
for to-day. Can you not live it for
one hour? Begin at a small point:
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can you not live to the Lord for one
minute ? Yes.
multiply that by sixty and make an
hour, and live that hour to the Lord?
Yes; and then for a day, a week, a
month, and a year? Then, when the
year is past, it has been spent most
satisfactorily.

We may so live our religion every
moment, and so watch our own con-
duct as to not suffer ourselves in the
least to do anything that would in-
fringe upon a good conscience that is
formed and regulated by the Priest-
hood of God, and in all our acts to
not permit ourselves to do ome act
that next year or a few years hence
will wound the heart and bring shame
and confusion over the countenance ;
but let every day be filled with acts
that will be in our reflections a source
of joy and consolation. This we can
" do. You are taught, both by ancient
and modern prophecies, that the Lord
is going to bring again Zion—is going
to build up his kingdom on the earth,
and reign King of nations as he does
King of Saints. With all this so
plainly portrayed in both aneient and
modern revelations, we learn, when
we look over the history of the chil-
dren of men, how they have aposta-
tized, have deserted their colours,
(the flag God gave them for their
standard,) and have hewn to them-
selves cisterns that can hold no water.
They have wandered after strange
gods, and the world has faltered and
failed from generation to generation,
not only in their mental faculties and
pertaining to the things of God, but
also in their physical existence.

How far back shall we have to
search before we find a people that
attained to the longevity for which
the body of man is framed ? If we
could meet here Sabbath after Sab-
bath for a hundred years to come,
would it not be a glorious privilege?
What parent would not rejoice in
seeing his children and his children’s

Then can we not
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children grow up to manhood, while
he still lived on the earth to direct
their minds and mark out the path
for them to walk in, and lead out be-
fore them in righteousness and holi-
ness, inspiring them to comtinually
pursue the way of obedience to the
will of their God? Would not this
be more pleasing than laying down
the body in an early grave? Would
it not be consoling to a good man to
live long on the earth in the full en-
joyment of all his mental and physieal
faculties, filled with experience and
judgment to direct the steps of youth,
and to see his children, his grand-
children, and great grandchildren, and
still continue from year to year and
from generation to generation, until
he is six, seven, eight, or nine hun-
dred years old ? “ But no,” says a
father or mother; “ I probably shall
not live until I see my children grown
up. I will direct them as well as I
can while I do live.” It 18 geldom
that men in our day can count more
than three generations of their chil-
dren ; but suppose we could count
forty or fifty generations of our off-
spring, and be all the time guiding
them in the path which leads back to
our heavenly Father—to our heavenly
home, guiding our rising generations
by our examples, good judgment, and
the superior counsel and experience
we have gained in the things of God
—of heaven and earth; would not
this be consoling to every good
person ?

You read in the Bible, “ There
shall be no more thence an infant of
days, nor an old man that hath not
filled his days; for the child shall
die an hundred years old; but the
sinner, being an hundred years old,
shall be aceursed. And they shall
build houses and inhabit them ; and
they shall plant vineyards, and eat the
fruit of them. They shall not build
and anothér inhabit; they shall not
plant and another eat; for as the
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days of a tree are the days of my peo-
ple, and 'mine elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands. They shall
not labour in vain, nor bring forth for
trouble ; for they are the seed of the
blessed of the Lord, and their off-
spring with them.”

The human family has again to
return to this state—not you and I as
individuals. Mankind have degene
rated ; they have lost the physical
and mental power they once pos
sessed. In many. points pertaining
to mechanism, men have in modern
times been instructed by revelation to
them, and this mechanieal kunwledg&
causes them to almost boast against
their Creator, and to set themselves
up as competitors with the Lord Al
mighty, notwithstanding they have
produced nothing but what has been
revealed to them. In the knowledge
of astronomical and other philoso-
phical truths, which our modern great
men are searching after and pnda
themselves in, they are but babes,
compared with the ancient fathers.
Do the wise men of modern ages un-

tion you will hear ‘the expression—
‘““Bless God! he has gone to heaven,
to be erowned in glory, through the
all-redeeming merits of Christ the
Lord.” - This is all nonsense. Such
a character never will see heaven.
Some will pray, “O that I had passed
through the vail on the night of my
conversion !” This proves the false
ideas and vain notions entertained by
the Christian world. They have no
good sense pertaining to God and
godliness.

This is a world in which we are to
'prove ourselves. The lifetime of man
is a day of trial, wherein we may prove
to Gm:l in our darkness, in our weak-
ness, and where the enemy reigns,
that we are our Father’s friends, and
that we receive light from him and
are worthy to be leaders of our chil-
dren—to become lords of lords, and
kings of kings,—to have perfect do-
‘minion over that portion of our fami-
lies that will be crowned in the celes-
tial kingdom with glory, immortality,
and eternal lives. If we are erowned
to become lords of lords and kings of

derstand the laws which govern the | kings, it will be to rule and reign over

worlds that are, that were, and that
are to come? They cannot fathom
this matter. They have grown weaker
when they ought to have grown
stronger and wiser. We look forward
to a day when we must begin to ap-
proximate towards the life that is eter-
aal—the life that will endure. You
may ask, * Do we wish to live in the
flesh always ?” No; only so longas
we can endure the sufferings, hard-
lhipa, toils, lahnurs, pains, and afflic-
tions that are in this ‘world, and make
every day benefit ourselves and our
posterity, and our acts redound to our
own exaltation and to the increase of
the kingdom of our Father who placed
us here. |

Some of our old traditions teach us
that a man guilty of atrocious and mur-

our own posterity pertaining to this
flesh—these tabernacles—this com-
mencement in our finite state or being.
When I reign king of kings and lord
of lords over my children, it will be
when my first, second, third, fourth,
and so on, son rises up and counts
thousands and millions of his
terity, and is king over them ; then I
am a king of these kings. Our Father,
who is Lord of all, will reign a King
of kings and Lord of lords over all
his children.

Mothers really and verily have very
great influence, from the commence-
ment, in forming the leading tempera-
ments and feelings of their offspring.
I have not time, neither do I here
wich to fully explain this subjeet.
‘When a father is abusive in any way—

derous acts may savingly repent when |is a drunkard, a swearer, &e., if tha
on the seaffold ; and upon his execu- | mother is humble and looks to her
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God, beyond her earthly lord, as it is
her right under such circumstances,
the influence that would otherwise
operate upon her has little or no
power to affect her offspring. If she
secretly prays and lifts her desires to
her Father in heaven, beyond her
miserable, drinking, swearing husband,
the sacred, peaceful, trusting, happi-
fying influence she enjoys, when thus
living near to ' her God, produces its
impression upon the earthly taber-
nacle—upon the course in life of her
prospective offspring.

Lhe father should be full of kind-
ness, and endeavour to happify and
cheer the mother, that her heart may
‘be comforted and her affections unim-
{:ired in her earthly protector, that

r love for God and righteousness
may vibrate throughout her whole
being, that she may bear and bring
forth offspring impressed and endowed
with all the qualities necessary to a
hﬁi'ﬂ% designed to reign king of kings
and lord of lords.

But few women have a realizing
sense of the immortal, invisible, and
powerful influence they exert in their
sphere. A mother may inquire,
““What is to be done?” Break off,
by faith, and in the name of Jesus
Christ, from every false principle,
from every hurtful practice, and over-
come every appetite that tends to in-
Jure and destroy the tabernacle you
bear. Take a course that will pro-
duce life, that children may be born
full of life and vigour.,

And daring the period of nursing,
let the mother be faithful and prayer-
ful, that her infant may enjoy a power-
fal, Godlike, and happy influence.
Do mothers 8o act? or do they pre-
fer to run here and there, and to
desire this and fret for that, to gratify
their appetites ?

Look to it, mothers, that you desire
only that which will most promote
the health and life of your offspring ;
and ask the Father, in the name of
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Jesus Christ, to enable you to resist
every depraved appetite; and let fa-
thers be full of the power of God, to
lead, guide, direct, and influence meo-
thers, that they may have no desires
but those which are prompted by the
influence of the Almighty. I make
these few remarks upon life, that you
may know how we ought to begin to
conduct ourselves reiative to the
rising generation, that the days of the
children of men may begin to return
to them.

It is the business, duty, and power
of the eternal Priesthood to commence
laying the foundation to bring back
the days, years, and intelligence that
bave been lost through transgression.
I intend to pursue this course as
long as I possibly can. T have a
desire to live on this earth until I
am one hundred and thirty-five years
old; and I may conclude to ask the
privilege to live until I am one hun-
dred and fifty. I intend to live as
long as I can; and, through the
grace of God, I trust that I shall
not commit an act that will annoy
my feelings when I meet my Saviour.
L pray for this every day and every
moment.

At times I may to many of the
brethren appear to be severe. I some-
times chasten them; but it is because
L wish them to so live that the power
of God, like a flame of fire, will dwell
within them and be round about
them. These are my feelings and
desires. I wish to see this people
take a course to bring back the days,
years, and intelligence that have been
lost through transgression. This
cannot be performed in a day. Zion
will not be redeemed and built up in
a day. Israel will not be brought
back to the fold of Christ and re-
deemed in a day.

If you fully knew things as they
are, you would understand that the
“ peculiar institution,” as it iscalled,—
that doetrine which is so obnoxious
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to our beloved Christian brethren—
for a man to have more than one wife
—i8 one of the greatest blessings
bestowed upon man. If the Elders
of Israel, who enjoy this privilege,
understood it as it is in the bosom
of eternity, they would not trifle with
and abuse it, and treat the blessings
of the Lord lightly, as is too often
the case. How often am I ecalled
upon to hear tales of sorrow which
are like bitterness to my soul—like
drinking & cup of wormwood. I
hate this. God hates it. He does
mot bate to bave us multiply, in-
crease, and replenish the earth; but
be hates for us to live in sin and
wickedness, after all the privileges
bestowed upon us,—to live in the
neglect of the great duties which
devolve upon us, notwithstanding
the state of weakness and darkness
in which the human family lives.
Burst that vail of darkness from
- your eyes, that you may see things as
they are.

Many professing to be Saints seem
to have no knowledge, no light, to
gee anything beyond a dollar, or a
pleasant time, a comfortable house,
a8 fine farm, &ec., &. O fools, and
glow of heart to understand the pur-
poses of God and his handiwork
among the people. Let me present
@ few ideas in regard to the things
you enjoy. Suppose we say that
the time is coming when you will
possess this house, that garden, the
other farm, and own such and such

ions, and have no more head-
ache, tooth-ache, inflammation of the
eyes, back-ache, rheumatism, pain,
eorrow, and death, would you not
consider that you were greatly blessed
=that you enjoyed a blessing worthy
of the eternal world? Suppose it
Possible that you have the privilege
of securing to yourselves eternal life
=0 live and enjoy these blessings
for ever ; you will say this is the
greatest blessing that can be be-

‘roads, and other
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stowed upon you, to live for ever
and enjoy the society of wives, chil-
dren, and children’s children, to a
thousand gemerations, and for ever :
also the society of brethren, sisters,
neighbours, and associates, and to
possess all you can ask for to make
you happy and comfortable. What
blessing is equal to this? What
blessing is equal to the continuation
of life—to the continuation of our
organizations ?

The Lord has blessed us with
the ability to enjoy an eternal life
with the Gods, and this is pro-
nounced the greatest gift of God.
The gift of eternal life, without a
posterity, to become an angel, . is
one of the greatest gifts that can
be bestowed ; yet the Lord has
bestowed on us the privilege of be-
coming fathers of lives. What is
a father of lives, a3 mentioned in
the Scriptures? A man who has a
posterity to an eternal continuance.
That is the blessing Abraham re-
ceived, and it perfectly satisfied his
soul. He obtained the promise that
he should be the father of lives.
In comparison with this, what did
Abraham care about machinery, rail-
great mechanical
productions ? ~ We have the privi-
lege of becoming fathers of lives to
all eternity, and of existing in the
presence of God. Is not this worthy
of our living in righteousness and
complete obedience to the command-
ments of God? Then away with all
little meannesses, and deal out kind-
ness to all. Chasten, where ehasten-
ing will answer besf; but try persua-
tion before you try the rod.

If the days of man are to begin to
return, we must cease all extravagant
living. When men live to the age of
a tree, their food will be fruic
Mothers, to produce offspring full of
life and days, must cease drinking
liquor, tea, and coffee, that their
systems may be free from bad effects.
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If every woman in this Church will
now cease drinking tea, coffee, liquor,
and all other powerful stimulants, and
live upon vegetables, &e., not many
generations will pass away before the

days of man will again return. But
it will take genecrations to entirely
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eradicate the influences of deleteriouns
substances. This must be done be-
fore we can attain our paradisaical
state, for the Lord will bring again
Zion to its paradisaical state,

May God 'grant that we may see
and enjoy it. Amen.

CONFIDENCE AND INFLUENCE OF THE SAINTS—ENOWLEDGE, &ec.

Remarks by President Bricuam Youne, made in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City,
a.m., June 3, 1860, |

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT,

I am thankful for the privilege of
standing before you, and feel desirous
to enjoy the Spirit of intelligence,
that when I speak to the Saints 1
may be a comfort to them, and
strengthen them, and so dietate and

guide their minds that they may re- | brethren.
h and consolation in the | brethren, inour private conveérsations,

ceive strengt

regret for any of the brethren to in-
timate that they have been neglected.
Some who have lost the confidence
and influence of the Saints, may ex-
peet that confidence and inflaence
to be restored to them by me and my
I have always told the

faith of the Gospel, and in the hope | that that is impossible : it is.a work

of eternal life,

we cannot accomplish. I might call

One reason why I have not of late | upon a person who, had stolen your
addressed you oftener is because I | cattle or your horses,and taken them

wish other brethren to have an equal
opportunity to speak to the people.
I often regret when we call upon the
Elders to speak in this Tabernacle, to
hear them say that they have been in
the Church ten, [ifteen, twenty,
twenty-five, or more years, and have
not before had the privilege of speak-
ing to the Saints in - their large as:
semblies, apparently casting a reflec-

tion upon me or upon my brethren |

because we have not invited them to
- predach. We wounld be glad to bave
all such persons preach. Let us know
who you are, for it creates a feeling of

to the camp and sold them, or who
had stolen your fencing or other pro-
perty, to address you from thisistand ;
but would that restore confidence ?
No. We might call a man into this
stand who has been in the habit of
getting drunk .and ing intoxi-
cated in the streets; but would that
cause the people to have confilence
in him? No. If I and my Coun-
sellors should strive with our might
to support and recommend him, that
would not give him the influence he
wishes, but would disgrace the man of
God who undertook it. ~.~



