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PERSECUTION—THE KINGDOM OF GOD, &e.

Remavrls by President Bricuam Youne, made in the Tabernacle, Great Sal
Lalke City, October 7, 1860.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

You have heard the testimony of
brother Hyde : 1t is full of spirit, full
of matter, full of marrow. He has
spoken words of trath—the words of
the Lord.

There are hundreds and thousands
of Elders who would be glad to bear
their testimony to the truth. Be
faithfol, walk uprightly before God,
deal justly with all, love mercy, shun
every appearance of evil, and magnify
your Priesthood, and you shall have
the opportunity of speaking, bearing
rule, dictating, guiding, and directirg,
to your full satisfaction, the things
that pertain to the I-:mgdum of God.
This promise is to all who are faith-
ful. The shall receive. a fulness
of kmgtiums thrones, principalities,
powers, dominions, and all the ful-
ness pertaining to the Godhead, to
their full satisfaction and capablllt
This should be a satisfaction to all,

At the first i impression, the testi-
mony of one man is equally
with that of another ; but when people
are filled with understandin gtodiscern
and compreherid the prmclples by
which the worlds were made, and by
which they are governed and con-
trolled, they realize that there is a
vast diﬁ'erence between the man who
assumes his aunthority and the one
who is appointed by his master to go
and transact business. Suppose that
a number of individusls having no
- appointment, credentials, or authority,
should come from any foreign country
to the capital of our nation, and pre-
tend to be ministers of the govern-

-

ment from whence they came, what
attention would be paid to them by
our Government ? None, officially;

though they would pmbably ke h'eated
kindly, and as gentlemen, if they
beha?ed themselves. But when a
minister from the English or any
other European court comes with h's
appointment, credentials, recom-
mends, &ec., the President of the
United States, the Congress, and
officers of state are ready to receive
him with the respect due to his posi-
tion. So it is in the kingdom of
God, and in regard to this people.

. Our tors have supposed
that they persecuted us upon the
the same principle that the Reformers
were persecute | in the days of Martin
Luther and others; but in this they
are mistaken. Tell the world—sound
it in the ears of kings and rulers,
that they are persecuting a peo-
ple to whose God they will have to

valid { pay every debt they contract: they

will be brought into judgment
for every act against this kingdom.
This is the kingdom of God; “these
are the people of Geod, as are all who
receive the trnth and follow its prin-
ciples. . As to parentage, we are no
more the children of God than are
the rest of the inhabitants of the
earth. Originally, as to our parents,
as to our organization and that which

to our life, \'we are all the
children of one Father whether we
be Jew or Gentile, bond or free, black
or white, noble or ignoble. The dif-
ference we see arises in consequence
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of the different use made of the
agency given to man. Be careful,
all the world, and touch not the
anointed of the Lord. Afflict not the
ple who have the oracles of salva-
tion for all the human family. Will
the world believe this statement?
They can if they choose; but the |in
great majority of the inhabitants of
the earth will reject life and salvation
when it is presented to them, and in
the end it will be like the gleaning of
grapes when the vintage is done. A
few here and a few there will receive
the truth, and the Lord will empty
the earth of the wickedness that now
dwells upon it. ]
As brother Hyde has stated, the
“ harmonious democracy” that under-
took to destroy this people, broke in
pieces in the State where the Lord,
twenty-eight years ago, on the 25th
of next December, revealed to the
Prophet Joseph that the nation would
begin to break. But I do not wish
to make a political speech, nor to
have anything to do with the politics
and les in our Government.
They love sin, and roll it as a sweet
morsel under their tongues. Had
they the power, they would dethrone
Jehovah; had they the power, they
would to-day erucify every Saint
there is upon the earth ; they would
not leave upon the earth one alive in
whose veins runs the blood of the
Priesthood. Yet they are our bre-
thren and sisters—bone of our bone,
flesh of our flesh—sprung from one
parentage. God is our Father—Jesus
Christ is our Elder Brother. If the
world would understand this, and
take. warning, and be ecautious, it
wounld be far better for them. Will
they? No: they do not and will
not realize facts as they exist, and we
cannot help it. All we can do is to
plead with them, to them the
words of eternal life, and offer it to
them as it has been offered to us. If

they receive it, blessed aré they. If | No; let us prophesy good.
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they reject 1it, it is their privilege.
The powers and faculties of their
organizations are for themselves to
use as they elect; for they, aswell as
we, are‘agents before God, and can
choose or refuse according to their
own pleasure. | But they are broken

in pieces. Do Iwish to predict this ?
No, for it was predicted long ago.
The' nation: that has lifted itself
against the kingdom of God is already
shivered to pieces. Touch it, and 1L
will cnunble under your touch. The
cohesiveness of its particles is gone—
they cannot cling together, and they
will be sifted as WIt:h a sieve of vanity.
God’s controversy with them has
commenced ; he has commenced with
this nation, and in its turn bhe will
sift every mation there is upon the
face of the earth.

In the inning, after this earth
was prepared for man, the Lord com-
menced his work upon what is now
called the American continent, where
the Garden of Eden was made. In
the days of Noah, inthe days of the
floating of the ark, he took the peo-
ple to another part of the earth : the
earth was divided, and there he set
up his kingdom. Did they receive
his kingdom ? No; they rejected it.
Afterwards he called a man, and or-
dained him, and showed to him the
inhabitants vf the whole earth, and
gave to him a promise that his off-
spring should be the people of God.

He spoke to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and their children, as his
covenant plee. The Jews re-

jected Jesus Christ, who came to
redeem the world. They cried—
“ Crucify him, crucify him ! Let his
blood be upon us and upon our chil-
dren!” Gad has remnved the king-
dom from Jerusalem again to Zion,
and here he will wind up the scene.
Righteousness will go furth, and the
wickedness upon the earth will be
swept from it. Will I prophesy evil ?
But the
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justice and mercy of God must have
their demands. Let everything have
its place and its just due, both the

and the evil; and we will not
curse the wicked, for they are already
cursed; the wrath of the Almighty
does not slumber upon their track ;
their condition is lamentable, They
live and flourish, and may have a few
days of prosperity, as the enemies of
the Prophets did anciently. They
flourish like a green bay tree, and
may so flourish for a few days; but
they will become withered and dried
and prepared to be cast into the fire,
while the kingdom of God will stand ;
and if we do not remain faithful,
others will take our places.

This is the kingdom of God, set up
for the last time; and whosoever per-
secutes it persecutes the Son of God
and the Father who sent him. Here
is the Priesthood (the keys of power
afd wisdom) that unlocks the store-
house of knowledge. These keys
and this power the world know no-
thing of. It is marvellous to the
world that the things that are known
here—the very things that God re-
veals here—are often at once known
by portions of this kingdom in other
nations. To many it is marvellous
that intelligence can be so rapidly
communicated by means of the
electro-magnetic telegraph, but our
method of communication is from
beaven.

Weknowand understand thenations
of the earth, the power by which they
exist, and their rise and downfall : the
facts are before us. Reflectupon those
powerful nations that have existed,
but are now nationally as though
they had never been: so it will be
with the nations that now exist—they
will pass away, others will come, and
God will reign King of nations as he
now does King of Saints. It isa
glorious thought, my brethren,—a
thought that should touch the heart
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earth, that God is going to reign
Lord of lords and King of kings—
that he is coming to the earth again,
His kingdom is growing, and his
grace is bestowed upon his children,
and they are coming to understanding
and growing in grace. .

It is not pleasing to a potter, after
he has a batch of clay mixed, ground,
and made smooth and pliable for
working into vesgels, to have an ap-
prentice throw rough, unbroken,
nnground stuff'into the prepared clay ;
but, comparatively speaking, we have
to bear this. When we are getting
the clay into fine condition, a mass of
unprepared material is mixed up with
it, and it is our business to continue
to grind, to prepare the whole of the
mass together. 1 suppose the Lord
wants to prepare all the good clay
that can be found upon the face of the
earth, that when he comes he can
make up his jewels. Then you who
have oil in your vessels will go and
meet the Bridegroom. Are we going
to be prepared ¥ Let every soul of us
strive to be found among those who
will be counted wise at his coming,
for we can go into the highways and
hedges and find plenty of the foolish.
Let us try to be wise—to obey the
servants and commandments of the
Almighty, doing his will continually,
that we may be prepared to enter at
the marriage supper. .

The scripture concerning the five
wise and five foolish virgins will be
fulfilled, as will also the revelation
that was given to Joseph about the
nations breaking to shivers. I wish
some of the world’s learned theolo-
gians would tell us what became of
the foolish virgins. Call up the
wisdom and knowledge there is in
Christendom, and learn whether they
can tell anything about those foolish
virgins. I have not time now to tell
what became of them, but I think
they did not go to the bottom of the

of every being on the face of this! bottomless pit. Is it not a glorions
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thought that there are kingdoms,
mansions  of glory, and comfortable
habitations prepared for all the sons
and daughters of Adam, except the
sons of perdition ? All will not have
part in the first resurrection, and
perhaps many will not appear in the
second ; but all will be resurrected,
and, axr:ept the sons of perdttmn,
enter kingdoms, the least of which I
presume is more glorious than ever
Jﬂhll Wesley saw in vision. All the
inhabitants uf the earth will enter
a glory, except the sons of perdition,
or angels to the Devil. But where
will they dwell ?—what shall be their
fate before they are prepared for a
kingdom of glory? They will be
cast into prison, and there remain
until they have paid the debt they
have contracted ; wherefore it is better
to make peace with the officer while
in the way with him, as Jesus has
said. After they have been thrust
into prison and paid the uttermost
farthing, then perhaps they will re-
ceive a life, a glory, a kingdom that
will be in accordance with their feel-
ings, desires, and doings while they
were on the earth.

The kingdom that this people are
in pertains to the celestial kingdom ;
it is a kingdom in which we can pre-
pare to go into the presence of the
Father and the Son. Then letusliveto
inherit that glory. God has promised
you, Jesus has promised you, and the
Apostles and Prophets of old and of
our day have promised you that you
shall be rewarded according to all you
can desire in righteousness before the
. Lord, if you live for that re-
ward. As Patriarch Joseph Smith,
the father of Joseph the Pmphet
said—*“If T have not promised bles-
sings enough on your head, and stated
enough in the blessing I have given
you, mt. down and write every gﬂod
thing you can think of, and every
good thing your neighbour can think
of, and pat all into your blessing, and
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I will sign it and promise the whole
to yon, it you will only live for it.”
But suppose a person does mot live
for the promised blessings, will he
receive them ? No.! And we say to
the Elders of Israel, Be faithful, and
you shall see the da when you will
have all the power you can meld and
manage to advantage. |1 can call Thos.
B. Marsh, who is now in the congre-
gation, to witness: he was once the
President of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles. Soon after the
selection of that Quorum, brother
Marsh felt to complain. I said to
to him, brother Thomas, it we are
faithful, we will see the day, in the
midst of this people, that we will
have all the power that we shall
know how to wield before God. 1
call him to witness if I have not
already seen that day. Look at the
rest of my brethren, and have they
not all the power they can wield ?

Brother Hyde, in his remarks,
spoke about the voice of God at a
certain time. I could tell many in-
cidents relating to that circumstance,
which he did not take time to relate.
We were in his house, which was
some ten or twelve feet square. The
houses in the neighbourhood shook,
or, if they did not, the people thought
they did, for they ran together and
inquired whether there had been an
earthquake. We told them that the
voice of God had reached the earth—
that they need not be afraid; it was the
power of God. This and other
events have transpired to satisfy the
people—you, and all whobelong to the
Church and kingdom of God upon the
earth.

When I met Sidney Rigdon, east
of the temple in Nauvoo, I knew then
what I now know concerning the or-
ganization of the Church, though I had
told noman of it. I revealed it to no
living' being, until the pioneers to this
valley were returning to Winter
Quarters. Brother Wilford Woodruff
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was the first man I ever spoke to
about it. Said he—*1It is right; I
believe it, and think a great deal of
it, forit is from the Lord ; the Church
must be organized.” It then went to
others, and from them to others; but
it was no news to me, for 1 under.
sood it then as I understand it now.
The policy of God is not the policy
of man : his wisdom and power are
above the wisdom and power of man.
Be faithful to your calling and mag-
nify it. The kingdom and the
greatness thereof under the whole
heaven are ours. The yoke is
broken, the fetters are burst, and the
Lord Almighty will assert his right ;
and his will will be done by the
Saints on this the land of Zion, to
purify and cleanse it. And those
who are expecting to receive the
benefit and blessings of Zion never
will, but will receive the judgments
of Zion, unless their hearts are as
~ pure as the angels. The man that is
acting according to his ability, as are
the angels, must be pure and holy in
heart, must not have an evil wish or
desire reigning in his mortal body,
but must be sanctified throngh the
truth to the God of heaven. What
do you think, Elders,—will any of you
receive blessings upon any other
grounds ¥ No, not one of you.
There are a great many who pro-
fess to be still in the faith, neglecting
to gather, and waiting for the time
when Zion will be redeemed. , George
W. Harris, whom many of yon re-
member, was going to wait in Kanes-
ville until we retwrned, Brother
George A. Smith told him that the
pearest way to the centre Stake of
Zion was through Great Salt Lake
City. Harris has gone to the spirit-
world, and where his cireunit will be I
neither know nor care, though I am
well convinced that brother George
A. Smith was right.
Where is the centre Stake of Zion ?
In Jackson County, Missouri. Were
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I to try to prevent you from going
there, I could not do it. Can the
wicked? No. Can the devils in
hell? No, they cannot. Zion will
be redeemed and built up, and the
Saints will rejoice. This is the land
of Zion; and who are Zion? The
pure in heart are Zion; they have
Zion within them. Purify your-
selves, sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and have the Zion of God
within you, and then you will rejoice
more and more. ! Pray without ceas-
ing, and in everything give thanks.
Is it not a hard task to live this
religion without enjoying the spirit
of it? Such a course worries the
feelings, fills a person with sorrow and
affliction, and makes him miserable,
The easiest life to live, by any mortal
being on the earth, is to live in the
light of God’s countenance, and have
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ.
I know this by my own experience.
In this course there is no darkness, no
no sorrow, no grief. The power of
the Spirit of God has preserved me
in the vigour of youth, and I am as
active as aboy. How is it with yeu
who do not enjoy the spirit of your
religion ? It is a hard life for you to
live; and you had better, from this
day, take a course to en'oy the Spirit
of the Lord ; then you will be num.
bered with the wise. Let us all so
live as to have oil in our vessels,
our lamps trimmed for lighting, and
be ready to go in with the Bridegroom
to the marriage supper. I could tell
you the meaning of that portion of
Seripture, but I have not time now.
The most ignorant of our Elders,
with the Spirit and power of God
upon them, can, in knowledge of
Scripture, lead the smortest of the
Gentile priests into deep water, and
dip them under, and draw them
back agan at their pleasure,a d con-
found the Scripture knowledge of the
priestcraft that is on the earth,
During our return from England,
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" brother Heber C. Kimball was beset
by a number of Baptist priests who
had been attending a conference. He
read them all down out of the New
Testament. Brother George A. Smith
sat beside them with a pocket Bible,
and brother Heber would say—
¢« Brother George, turn to that.”
‘ Oh,” said the priests,  you need not
turn to it, for we recollect it,” when
there was no sach passage 1n the
Bible. . He sat for two hours and ad-
vanced much Scripture that never
was in the Bible, as did Benjamin
Franklin, when he was conversing
with a man who opposed him upon the
subject of charity, and was particu-
larly in favour of justice. “ You re-
member the Scripture,” said Franklin,
“ where it reads like this:—Once on
a time an old man came at eventide
to Abram's tent. Abram bid him
welcome, but as he entered the tent
he gave not God thanks. He said to
Abram, Canst thou give me meat ?
And Abram said, Thou art not a
servant of God, and thou shalt not
have meat. The old man said, Let
me have meat, that I may live and
not die. And the voice of the Lord
came to Abram in this wise: Abram,
Abram, beholdest thou this aged
servant of mine, with whom 1 have
borne ninety-nine years, and canst
thou not bear with him one night #”
When Franklin got through, the man
had yielded the point, and asked him
where heread that ; towhich Franklin
replied, * You will find it in the 51st
chapter of Genesis!” and there are
only fifty chapters in that book.
Our Elders may tell the priests that
there are fifty-one chapters in Genes's,
and but few of them, if any, will know
that there are only fifty. With re-
gard to true theology, a more ig-
norant people never lived than the
present so-called Christian world. |
Saints, live your religion faithfully,
and you will enjoy li‘e; and when
you are as old as I am, your hair will
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be as bright as mine is. If I live to
the first day of next June, I shall be
sixty years old, though I do not look
or feel as though I had reached that
age. What preserves me? The
spirit of my religion—the power
of God that is upon me and through
me. I love it; it is better to me
than meat and drink—than my tem-
poral life. | Many a man will lay down
his life for his religion, but will not
live it one day. Live your religion,
and have no desire but to build up
the kingdom of God on the earth.
The love of God is bestowed upon this
people, and what is its effect ¥ Per-
sons in foreign lands, for the

for the sake of Jesus and the king-
dom of God, have left fathers,
mothers, children, wives, husbands,
and every other relative they had, and
come to this distant region. The
Gospel will take two of a city, and,
once in a wh le, one of a family ; it
will take one here and another there.
Fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters
are no more to me than are any other
persons, unless they embrace this
work. Here are my fathers, my
mothers, my sisters, and my brethren
in the kingdom, and I have nore
outside of it, neither in any part of
the earth, nor in all the eternity of
the Gods. In this kingdom are my
acquaintances, relatives, and friends,—
my soul, my affections, my all.

I will carry this idea a little,
farther, for the sake of those who are
unmarried. Since I was baptized into
this Church and kingdom, if all the
female beauty had been simamered
down into one woman not in this
kingdom, she would not have appeared
handsome to me; bat if a person’s
heart is open to receive the truth, the
excellency of love and beanty 1s there.
How is it with you, sisters ¥ Do you
distingunish between a. man of God
and a man of the world ? If is one
of the strangest things that happens

in my existence, to think t.at any
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man or woman cah love a being that | it is the love of Ged—the love

will not receive the truth of hea-
ven. The love this Gospel produces
is far above the love of women:

of eternity— of eternal lives.
May God bless you! Amen.

JOYS OF ETERNITY.

Remarks by President Bricaan Youne, made in the Bowery, Great Salt
Lake City, October 6, 1860,

1 wish the people could realize that
they walk, live, and abide in the pre-
sence of the Almighty. The faithful
shall have eyes to see as they are seen,
and you shall behold that you are in the
midst of eternity and in the presence
of holy beings, and be enabled ere
long to enjoy their society and pre-
sence. You are greatly blessed.
How many there are who say—* Ged
bless you!” How many times it is
said to the Saints—* I bless you, and
may the Lord blessyou!” You shall
be blessed all the time. Good is
poured ont on the people, and we say
Amen.

The brethren have done nobly in
their contributions to the Missionary
Fund, and we expect to continue to
do nobly. How much do we
to do for the kingdom of God? The
talent, ahility, and everything placed
in the hands of this people shall be
devoted to his cause and kingdom on
the earth, in the name of the God of
Israel. These are my feelings. As
far as I have control, and as far as I
have influence in this kingdom, all
within its pales shall be devoted to

its upbuilding. When Elders are

called to go and preach, they go;
and when we want means we shall
have it. |

To morrow morning we expect to
meet you here again. When shall
we meet to part no more? Never,
pever; no, never. That 1s a curious
idea, and I have not time to give full
explanations. We shall go and come;
and when we are in the etermty, we
shall be on this earth, which will be
bronght into the immediate presence
of the Father and the Son. We shall
inhabit different mansions, and worlds
will continue to be made, formed, and
organized, and messengers from this
earth will be sent to others. This
earth will become a celestial body—be
like a sea of glass, or like a urim and
thummim; and when you wish to know
anything, you can look in this earth
and see all the eternities of God. We
shall make our home here, and go on
our missions as we do now, but at
greater than railroad speed. ]

1t is time to close our meetnnq ; and,
by the power and right I have in the
Priesthood of the Son of God, I bless
the Saints of latter days. Amen.



