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commence that large Tabernacle when
President Young says so. Can we
build that Temple by building that
Tabernacle, of which I have been
speaking? Yes, I say we can, and
that too much quicker than if we do
not build it.

I know these things. For years I
heard Joseph tell the people to put
in their means to help, and he, under
the direction of the Almighty, would
push forward the work and make the
people rich. But Joseph could not
do 1it, for the people were not filled
with the Spirit of revelation, but if
the people would e of the same
attributes as the man who stands at
their head, which they can do by
living the religion of Jesus Christ,
they will prosper abundantly. Brother
Brigham may talk all the day long,
expecting that we have got the same
spirit, and that we are blessed with
the same sap and nourishment as he
18, which comes from God the Father
and his Son Jesus Christ. You must
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be alive in Christ in order to partake
of his Spirit, power, and authority.
(The principle is true and the rule is
good ; just let us hand over twice as
many teams to go east next year as
we sent this, and then we shall be
able to do more work<than we have
ever done in the mountains before,
and we will be better off. |

Now, remember, we shall want you
to come on with your teams, hauling
rock, and take an active part in the
good work. The people in the country
must remember that the workmen
will require butter, eggs, meat, cheese,
and lots of strong clothing.

Brethren and sisters, remember all
your duties and perform them, and
the Lord Almighty will bless you and
prosper you in all things which you
set your hands to do.

May the choicest of our Heavenly
Father’s blessings attend you, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE.—IMPARTIALITY IN
JUDGMENT.—SEALING.

Remarks made by President Bricaam Youne, Tabernacle, Greai Salt
Lake City, April 6, 1862,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

Instead of giving a text to be dwelt
upon by those who may address us
during this Cunferanne as I have
done on some occasions, I say to the
Elders, speak upon such subjects as
may be in your minds. Open your

mouths, and have faith that God
will fill them with useful and instruct-
ive information, that all who hear
may be blessed and built up in the
strength of God. If we meet as we
should, conduct ourselves as we should
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while we are assembled, and live as

we should when we are separated, our

‘meetings will certainly advance the
om of God on the earth .

As formerly, I present myself before
you this morning in the capacity Pro-
vidence has lead me to ocecupy,
acknowledged and sustained by you

as the dictater, counsellor, and adviser
nf the people of God. Hundreds and
thousands of the Latt.er-dﬂ. Saints
exercise faith for me, and pray for me
and my Counsellors, and for the
Twelve Apostles and others who are
leaders and dictators in this Church
and kingdom, but neglect to pray for
themselves. They apparently have
more faith for me than they have
for themselves. Apparently, they will
be more fervent in spitit while in
prayer before God for the leaders of
this people, than they will be for
themselves. They wmh their leaders
to be far more huljr, to be filled with
more light, more intelligence, more
faith, more compassion, more charity,
more love, more humility than they
themselves are. They wish their
leaders to be filled with the patience
of Job and the integrity of the angels,
while they themselves neglect to
attain to all this fulness. They do
not sufficiently control themaelv&s ;
they give way too much to
and the idle follies of life.

I seek as dilligently as you do that
the leaders of this people may be and
do precisely as God wishes them to.
I pray as fervently as you do that
the will of God may be done on the
earth as it is in heaven, and that we
may be moulded and fashioned in all
guudnesa, after the image of Christ.
I have the same faith that you have
for the leaders of this people, and I
have all the fervency of desire 1 am
capable of, that God will make the
people just as pure as they want their
leaders to be.

This is a great and good people. I
am well acquainted with their inmost
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wishes and desires, for what they
pray, and what they labour and toil
to accomplish. Is their labour fully
effectnal, and their toil altogether cal-
culated to bring them that whlch they
desire? No matter what our exer-
cises may be before the Lord for the
advancement of truth and the power
of the kingdom of God upon the earth,
if our every day life does not accord
with our profession, our religious
exercises are all in vain. We may
have all faith so as to remove moun-
tains, to pluck up trees by the roots
and plant them in the sea, and be
enabled to perform greater wonders
than have ever been performed by
man in the name of Jesus Christ with
his Priesthood upon us, yet if we are
not pure in our affections, true and
fervent in our love for God, and holy
in onr spirits, .all this will avail us
but little. Our spirits should reign
supreme in our bodies, to bring the
flesh into subjection to the will and
law of Christ, until the carnal, devilish
spirit that fills the heart with anger,
malice, wrath, strife, contention, bick-
ering, fault-finding, bearing false-wit-
ness, and with every evil that afflicts
men, is entirely subdued. If this evil
power is not vanquished by the power
and love of God, the whnla course of
nature will be set on fire with the fire
of hell, until the whole body and
spirit arc consumed. Thisis the way
I read the order of God, the will of
God, the law of God and his holy
Pneathoud the love of God, and all
that pertains to his kindom on the
earth.

The Apostle Paul says we are
nothing without charity, whatever
else we may possess. Using my own
language I should say, without the
pure principle of the love of God in
the heart to subdue, control, over-rule,
and utterly consume every vestige of
the consequences of the fall, the fire
that is kindled within the nature of -
every person by the fall will consume
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the whole in an ntter and irretrievable
destruction.

We meet to be instrncted; and at
the termination of our Conference we
should be a little farther advanced
toward the holy kingdom of our
Father and God, and be better prepared
to build up his kingdom on the earth,
than we were at its commencement.

In speaking of the tongme the
Apostle says, “ But the tongue can
no man tame, it is an unruly evil, full
of deadly poison.” If the tongue
cannot be tamed, it can be bridled.
“If any man among you seem to be
religious, and bridle not his tongue,
but deceiveth his own heart, this
man’s religion 1s vain. If any man
offend not in word, the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle
the whole body.” If this unruly
member is not held in subjection it
will work our ruin, for “ The tongue
1s a fire, a world of iniquity, so is the
tongue among our members, and it

defileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature, and it is

set on fire of hell.” If the tongue is
unbridled and uncontrolled, it sets in
motion all the elements of the devilish
disposition engendered in man through
thefall. ‘The Apostle has represented
it well, in comparing its influence to
the fire of hell which will eventunally
consume the whole man.

We are met in this Conference,
expressly for the purpose of Eﬂ]ﬂrgmg
our views upon the importance of our
Priesthood and duties; that our love
for God, truth and the household of
faith may be increased; that our
sensibilities may be sharpened to a
keen relish for goodness and a
just sense of nght that our judg-
ments may become more impar-
tial and discreet in all their conclu
sions, so that when we go from this
Ccnferencewhetherasﬂlshups Elders,
High Priests, High Counsellors, or
as members of the Church and king.
dom of God in the last days, we may
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find ourselves sensibly improved, our
aspirations more elevated, our natures
more divested of low selfishness, and
in every way better prepared to judge
in Israel, and to lead the sheep of the
fold of Christ in a manner more
acceptable to the Great Shepherd. .
It would be a matter of great
satisfaction to me if all the Bishops
were perfectly impartial when sitting
in judgment on their brethren, and
completely invulnerable to the influ-
ence of bribes and selfish leanings to
the dictates of prejudices formed in
favour of this or that person. 1 may
not be entirely free from such preju-
dices, but, if I am rcquired to sit in
_]udgment upon an mdlﬂdual against.
whom I have entertained a prejudice,
it has ever been my manner to inform
that person of it upon the first oppor-
tanity that presented itself. Will you
do this Bishops, and frankly acknow-
ledge that you are unqualified to sit
in judgment upon any person against
whom you are strongly prejudiced ?
So far as I have power, and with
all the understanding God has given
me, I seek to base all my conclusions
upon facts. when I am judging my

brethren When they are penurious,
covetous, and for a trifling gain of
some kind will overlook rlght frown

upon the majesty of truth, disregard
Justiceand inall theirvactions manifest a
strong preference for the god and glory
of this world, I am prejudiced against
their unrighteous preferences, but not
against them as individuals; for if
all the good and the evil, the strength
and the weakness of which they are
capable will range within the limits
of a few square inches, as individuals
they require my sympathy, while I
abominate their sius. !

I am not ignorant of the weaknesses
of mankind ; and in many instances
when they would do a good act, the
Devil, by some means, takes the
advantage of them and leads them to
commit an evil; as ihe Apostle says,



GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE, ETC.

“ when I would do , evil 1s
present with me.” There is a number
of people in this Church, who, when
they would correct’ their lives, and
conclude to perform the greatest good
in their power, do that which brings
disgrace upon them—the very thing
they did not want todo. This weak-
ness we should struggle bravely to
overcome. We hold them in full
fellowship in the Church of Christ
because they design in their hearts to
do right, but do not at all times
manage to perform it. All men are
not equally affiicted with these weak-
nesses. We have Bishops, Presidents,
men of standing and experience in the
kingdom of God, who, according to
my judgment, do very wrong in many
instances, but they may be blinded
through selfishness.

I will here refer to aprinciple that
has not been named by me for years.
With the introduction of the Priest-
hood upon the earth was also intro-
duced the sealing ordinance, that the
chain of the Priesthood from Adam
to the latest generation might be
united in one unbroken continuance.
It is the same power and the same
keys that Elijah held, and was to
exercise in the last days. “Behold,
I will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord: and he
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse.”
By this power men will be sealed to
men back to Adam, completing and
making perfect the chain of the Priest-
hood from his day to the winding up
scene, 1 have known men that I
positively think would fellowship the
Devil, if he would agree to be sealed
to them. “Oh, be sealed to me,
brother ; I care not what you do, you
may He and steal, or anything else, 1

can put up with all your meanness, if

you will only be sealed to me.” Now
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this is not so much weakness as it is
selfishness. It is a great and glorious
doctrine, but the reason 1 have not
preached it in the midst of this people,
is, I could not do it without turning so
many of them to the Devil. Some
would go to hell for the sake of
getting the Devil sealed to them.

I have had visions and revelations
instructing me how to organize this
people so that they can live like the
family of heaven, but I cannot do it
while so much selfishness and wicked-
ness reign in the Elders of Israel.
Many would make of the greatest
blessings a curse to them, as they do
now the plurality of wives—the abuse
of that principle will send thousands
to hell. There are many great and
glorious privileges for the people,
which they are not prepared to receive.
How long it will be before they are
prepared to enjoy the blessings God
has in store for them, I know not—it
has not been revealed to me. T know
the Lord wants to pour blessings upon
this people, but where he to do so in
their present ignorance, they wonld
not know what to do with them.
They can receive only a very little
and that must be administered to
them with great care.

A portion of this community will
not improve, will not plant out a fruig
tree nor a shade tree, expecting to be
driven from their homes. Such
neglect of duty is the very way to
bring the power of the Devil nupon us.
Let every man go to with his might
and build a good house for his family
to live in, and make them comfortable
and happy, and gather around them
an abundance of the blessings and
comforts of life, and do it by the
power of God and the Spirit of the
Holy One, in all dilligence and faith.-
fulness, and| let us preach the Gospel,
send the Elders to gather the poor
and the meek of the earth, each one
doing all the time all he can to accu-
mulate means to accelerate this great
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and glorious work in the name of
Israel’'s God, being full of faith,
humility, and charity; then we have
done our daty, and all we can do to
further the kingdom of God.

When we are doing the work of
the Lord with all our might, and the
evil within us is subdued by the
power of God, and the light of Christ
so shines within us that we can see
clearly the things of God and men
truly as they are, and all is judged by

a righteous judgment, then we may
look at and talk about the faults of
each other without in the least dis-
turbing our peace. When we do this,

working faithfully for the building up
of God’s kingdom, we are ready to
acknowledge all things we possess to
be the Lord’s, holding them for him
in time, not knowing what he will do
with them in the future. Let us
teach our families the principles of
righteonsness by our conduct, which

will go further than mere words. Let
our private life be worthy the imita-
tation of the best on earth, for it
preaches a more lasting sermon than
the tongne can preach. If we pursue
this course the Lord will never suffer
us to be driven from our homes. *“I
always thought,” said one, “ that you
were driven from Jackson county for
your wickedness 7 Yes, and I always,
acknowledge it; 1t was to bring us to
our senses,

The Lord wants us to live up to
the spirit of the times, and in the
ratio the wicked nations are going
down, he wants hispeople to rise in
intelligence and importance as states-
men, noblemen, and rulers ; first learn-
ing to govern and control themselves.

I will recur again to the sealing
power 1 have already glanced at. ' If | a
men are sealed to me, it is because
they want to be; and if they will be
good, and hearken to my counsel
and live a righteous life, I will agree
to dictate and counsel them; but
when men want to be sealed to me
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to have me feed and clothe them,
and then act like the Devil, I have no
more feeling and, affection for them
than I have for the. greatest stranger
in the world. Because a man is sealed
to me, do you suppose that he can
escape bemg judged according. to his
works ? No. Were he sealed to the
Saviour, it would make no difference ;
he would be judged like other men.
Let us do what we do from a pure
and holy principle, desiring only to
promote the kingdom of God and be as
mgh right as possible, that when we
judge, we may judge in righteovsness.
One great blessing the Lord wishes
to pour upon this people is that they

may return to Jackson county Mis-

souri, and establish the centre-stake

of Zion. Ifour enemies do not cease
their oppression upon this people, as
sure as the Lord lives it will not be
many days before we will occupy that
land and there build up a Temple to
the Lord. If they would keep us
from accomplishing this work very
soon, they had better let us alonme.
“I will purge the land,” saith the
Lord, “ cut off the evil doer, and pre-
pare a way for the return of my
people to their inheritance.” We
pray for this, but are we preparing
ourselves, to live according to the laws
of Zion? This I will say, to the
praise of the Latter-day Saints, there
are hundreds and thousands of them
who have been in the Church, some
longer and some shorter, who, when
you inquire about them, are paying
attention to their own business; this
proves that they live in peace with
their God and their neighbours, doing,
as well as they know how. But when
we speak of the officers of this Church,

a great deal is required of them bj;
the Lord and the people.

- I wish to endure, and live the doc-
trine I preach to the people; to live
with them, and with them fight the
Devil until we kick the last one off
from the earth. -
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influences of presteraft. In this
country and in the old countries poli-
ticians and wealthy men, who have
" any influence whatever over their
neighbours, or over a family, or dis-
trict, exert that influence to keep the

ple from embracing the Gospel
the Lord has restored again to the
world, by threatening to injure them,
to stop their wages, turn them out of
employment, or out of their houses, if
they embrace * Mormonism,” and thus
the masses are bound down.

Will we still continue to build up
and foster our enemies, and give them
our lfe’s blood? It we intend to
cease doing so, we will cease trading
with thém in the way and manner we
have done aud are doing. You may
enquire what we are going to do, |
will tell you what I have not done; 1
have not sent to t e States this season
for any factory cloth, nor for any
calico, and I shall say to my family
you muse make your own clothing or
go without. * What are we going tu
do for pins and needles ¢ Do without
them, or use thorns. When we cease
importing them, necessity may become
the mother of invention in this as well
as in many other cases. I have often
wished there was not such a thing as
a pin or a needle when I have found
them sticking in garments, in my
shirt, on my pillow, in the chairs, on
the door rugs, strewed over the tluors
and passages, and in the streets I
will venture to say that the quantity
of pins aud needles that has been
brought into this Territory has not
done one-tenth part of the service
they would, if they had been properly
taken care of and not wasted. People
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will hardly stoop down to pick up a
needle or a pin, but they will go to
the stores and buy them. Ladies will’
take a dollar ivory comb, put it in
water, and then comb a child’s hair
with it; it 1s never dry, the ivory
softens, and the comb is used up in a
very shiort time, when a good comb
of that description ought to last five
years in a common family. Mothers
have not learned that water will spoil
an ivory comb., There are some
combs made of gutta percha, that
comb the hair better than horn, Lot
they are brittle and require to be used
with care; but the first you know,
one is on the floor and the rocker of
the rocking-chair has passed over 1t
and rendered it useless. -

Where do you keep your needles ?
On the floor, in the cradle, on the
bed, up stairs and down stairs, in
every nook and corner of the house.
Where are the pins? All over; you
can pick up one wherever you are.
Do we answer the end of our creation
in thus wasting, with a prodigal Land,
the good things which our Heavenly
Fatlier has bestowed npon us? The
people are ignorant and careless
touching these matters, and in them
donot answer the end of their creation,
and will not without prudently making
the best possible use of that which
God gives us.

We can make everything we want;
and that is not all, we can, if we ara
disposed to, cease to want that which
we cannot make. 'The moment we

'do this. and are satisfied with onr

productions, we

are an indepencent
peuple. :




