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shall have strength, and stand a good
chance for good héalth and long life.
There was a United States Judge
died here, and just before his death
he said :—* I have abused everything
that is good, and know nothing that
18 .’ This is the condition of
the world. But with proper exercise
and care, aud the common food that
is produced within ourselves, is soffi-
cient for us, and it is caleulated to
develope the mind and body of man,
and to lay a foundation for a race of
men that shall rnle the world. Now
this is no wild chimera of the brain,
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for we are laying the foundation for
the redemption of the human race;
we are laying a foundation to make a
fraternity of brethren, and to secure
to each and all happiness and

The Lord himself has laid the foun-
dation; and if any man wants to go
away from here, let him go, but let
him remember that he will be unhappy
wherever he is,

May the Lord bless us and enable
us to inherif a spirit of contentment,
that we may inherit celestial glory. .
Amen.

RESPONSIBILITIES RESTING UPON THE SAINTS.—INCREASE
OF POWER AND INFLUENCE.

Remeavls ly President Daxier H. Wrrrs, made in the Tabeinacle, Great
Salt Loke City, May 4, 1862,

BREPORTED BY J. V.

I feel gratified, brethren and sisters, |

at the testimony which we have heard
this morning from our brethren, who
have been called to go upon Missions.
I realize for one that it is an inesti-
mable privilege which the Saints
enjoy, to meet-together under such
favourable circumstances as we do
here, to strengthen each other, to give
our testimony to the truth of what we
know.

These brethren have been called
to go upon foreign missions, and it is
a high and honourable calling to go
forth as ambassadors of salvation ;

and they will be hlessed in this ]|

calling, if they will keep themselves

LONG,

pure and spotless before the Lord
they will go in peace and return in
safety. This blesspgisforthosewhogo
and have to mingle among the wicked
nations of the earth. While absentfrom
home they are encircled with the
prayers of the faithfnl Saints, and
they are enshrouded with a mantle,
so lohg as they preserve themselves
pure and holy. We seal these bless-
ings upon them whenever they go
forth upon this greaf Mission. I say
I feel to rejoice that we have the
ability, the power and authority to
send forth these messengers of salva-
tion to those ‘that sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death, and I hope
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and trust and know that these brethren |1

will be the means of accomplishing a
good work upon the earth, and of
establishing those principles which
lead to life and salvation in the king-
dom of God. They will
people togetherin these Valleys, for the
Saints have no desire for thefellowship
of the world. Some gather up here, it
is true, for othexr objects than the
worship of God, but they are not the
right kind. There are those brethren
and sisters who come here for the love
of righteousness and they are the
majority, and will doubtless remain
in the majority, for this kingdom will
never be thrown down nor given to
another people. There are those who
come here filled with the leaven of
unrighteousness, having given way-.to
the tempter until they got it planted
in their own bosoms; they do not
feel satisfied when they get here, for
they have not purged out sufficient of
this leaven of unrighteousness; they
soon seem to prefer another kind of
society ; they feel uneasy unless they
can be where wickedness abounds,
where in secret, they can wallow in
the wickedness of the world. I am
glad, for one, that they have to go
*:Ul'ﬂEWhEI‘E else to gratify their unhal-
lowed, selfish propensities.  They
want to go tothe eastern nations where
_they can wallow in the filth of the
wicked, I am
they have to go away, if they cannot
be 5at-isﬁed with the pure principles of
the Gospel, and enjoy themselves in
the fresh air of these mountains.
Here we have peace and enjoy happi-
ness and so can all the right-minded.
We have contentment, and take
pleasing and solid comfort in real
enjoyment for we are placed upon a
platform where we shall go forth
conquering and to conquer ; and here
we can hoist the banner of righteons-

ness and all can be shielded and pro- |

tected beneath it folds; we can
labour to redeem the earth, and cause

gather the

glad and rejoice that
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it to bring forth from its elements
and draw therefrom those things
needful for our own comfort, and we
can thus be delivered from the power
of the oppressor.

Our brethren and sisters have been
shamefully oppressed in theii native
countries; they have lived where
their fathers before them lived, and
go long as they continue in this way
they are not and will not be able to
gain one iota, nor to advance in the
scale of intelligence; they have not
taken one step to improve themselves
or their children temporally or spiri-
tunally ; they are bound as it were
hand and foot, in those old countries.
But when the ‘Gospel goes forth and
they receive it in good and honest
hearts, these fetters are broken off,
and they are then placed upon a plat-
form upon which they ecan improve,
in fact there i1s then nothing to pre-
vent them improving and exalting
themselves and gaining for them-
selves an influence in the midst of this
people. They can gather up to Zion
where they can gain a temporal sup-
port, and in due time become inde-
pendent fand happy, following the
pursuits of truth and virtue. This is
one great blessing which the Gospel
brings to many poor persons in
foreign countries as well as in our
own land.

Well, brethren, we have great cause
to rejoice in these things, and in
all the blessings which flow from
the Gogpel of salvation. We have a
pleasant, agreeable country, we enjoy
freedom ; we have communication
with the heavens, and through that
medium intelligence flows to the
minds of the children of men. We
have the aunthority of the Holy Priest-
hood which has been conferred upon
the children of men from our Father
and God. How it becomes us then
to appreciate these blessings. We
have no time for carelessness, but

‘every hour and moment should be
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occupied to promote the interest of
our Father’s kingdom upon the earth ;
to preserve the keys and power, which
the Almighty has conferred upon us,
pure and holy before him; to pre-
serve nurselves and our influence before
high Heaven, and then all will be
well with us.

It i8 a new era in which we are
living; and it 1s a new light that has
dawned upon this people ; and power
and influence is increasing and will
continue to increase among the people
of God continually, for this is their
destiny ; and although they may not
understand the growing influence and
power of this mighty work in which
we are engaged, Etill they are flowing
in a steady stream unto this people.
What is there for this people fo
accomplish and perform ? It is their
business to preserve this Priesthood

untarnished, that wisdom may flow

unto them through its holy influence,
that they may know how to wield the
power thereof for the best
kingdom of God. It becomes us well
to understnnd this, that we may not
unwisely wield the power that is and
that will ere long be put into our
hands. This is what the wicked
nations have done with their power,
but it will not do for us No, for if
we were to use it in this way, all the
authority and power ever given would
be taken away from us, 8s it is now
being taken from them. But, if we

! stand for ever and ever.

good of the | to
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hononr it, to establish the prmmples
of i hteonsu&aa and truth, and to
B:Itablluh that kingdom which shall
It is our
privilege to become pillars in that
kingdom, to bring it forth, to honour
and sustain it. It is a temporal work;
everything is requisite for the king-
dom of God that is needed for any
other kingdom, except wickedness.
We want to build up cities, and to
cultivate and beautify the earth, and
make the place of the Lord’s feet
glﬂriuuq. Every excellence, power
and blessing belongs to the Saints of
the Most High God, if they will prove
themselves worthy to receive them.
We have means to perform foreign
missions, to save the people ; we have
also means at home to bring forth the
grain tobnild up eities and temples, and
to go forth upon the right and upon

the loft to protect the right, and to
- develope

the resources of the land
into which the Lord has brought ns;
shield ourselves from the wicked
and nngodly, and thwart them ih all
things. All these things have to be
done. We have all wmissions o per-
form, some one kind and some arother.

We have now before us a temporal
work in building the Temple; and in
order to do this, we have to make the
State road passable for teams; and to
do this, it is necessary to raise it in
all the Iow places, to open the
ditches and allow the water to run-

are fmthful, power and influence will | off. This is a temporal work that

continue to flow unto us until the
kingdoms of this world shall become
the kmrrdmu:a of onr God and of his
Christ.
good, and whenever we have the
opportunity let vs assist in the great

work which lies before us; and letus

labour to preserve this power upon
the earth, that there may be an
ensign to the nations, and an emblem
of righteousness to all people.

It is the inestimable privilege of
this people, if they will receive and

must be attended to, day by.dey, until
it is completed.. The stone-cutters
are lying ldle for want of stone. We

Then let us step forth to do ' do nnt want the road lost now,

after so much labour has been bestow ed
upon 1t.

There are a, great many rnmours
afloat about the expeditions thit have
gone out from here, and I want to
say that they are not worthy, of your
credlt. And I want to say that it is

all right with regard to thusa expedi-
tions going forth, acd will result for
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form of virtue and cleave close nnto

the*beneﬁt of this people. The people
of this kingdom are minute men, or

shonld be, and they should be pre- |

pared to go as circumstances shall
direct, and in this way we prove
ourselves before God, that we are
ready to do his will, and to do his
bidding. The requisition was made
by the proper authority at Washing-
ton; and was readily responded to,
as has always been the case when a
call has been made through the
proper channel, and the compliance
with this call will result in good.
Our brethren will perform their duties
and do honour to their country. It
is our country; we are citizens of the
American Government, and we have
a right to act for the preservatmn of
its institutions, and we have always
done it wherever called upon, and we
have shown ourselves ready to respond
to our duty as good ecitizens, no
matter what nsage we have received
in return. This proves a weapon in
the hands of this people for their
defence. Let us feel contented to
respond to every call that comes from
the proper source, let us do it with
full faith, apd confidence believing
that it is right.

If there are those among us who
want to go to the world, let them go
till they get their fill, and we would
rather they would do this than stay
here and contaminate the Saints of the
Most High.

Let our brethren who are going on
missions keep themselves pure and
unspo
that we can perform a mission in the
world and mingle with them as far
as shall be necessary, without par-
taking of their wickedness. Our
Missionaries are obliged to mingle
with them moreor less; and, in fact,
we are all in the world, but it does
not prove that the Saints are obliged
to mingle with the wicked and carry
the wicked in their bosoms, but they.
can keep themselves upon the plat-

No. 23

tted from the world. 'We know
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the Lord.

Our brother, who was speaking, in
his remarks conveyed the idea that
he had a greater da of the gifts
of the Spirit and ha-ppineaa therein
before he came here than he has now.
This is a mistake, in my opinion, for
the power of God is manifest more
strongly by contrast in the world,
even us hght shines in darkneaa..
Here are the ordinances of the Church
administered continually ; and the
healing power is not noticed here as
much as in the world ; if there is one
case of healing in the world, it is a
marvel, whereas, here it is so common
an occurence that a case of healing is
less noticed or thought about. The
Spirit of light penetrates into the
world, where the darkmess is such
that it ‘may be felt, but here it is
swallowed up in the greater light.

This people are gaining influence
and power with the Heavens, and
they are enjoying more of the bless-
ings of the Heavens than are enjoyed
anywhere, else upon the earth. 1
know when clouds spread over the
wicked nations, this people feel it,
even as the telegraphic wire is affected
by approaching storms. When a
clond looms up over thepeople in the
Valleys, it is felt to the utmost
extremity of the earth. The Elders
have borne this testimony time and
again. They have frequently, when -
any great movement has been about
to be made against us, known the
designs of the enemies of this people;
a knowledge of what they purposed
doing has come as by a shock of
electricity, and thus by the inspira-
tion of the good Spirit they have
known the intentions of those that
concoet in secret against the welfare
of the people of God; and, by the
same Spirit of revelation have the
Elders abroad known of any great
and important movement at home.

Throngh this same influence at home,
Yol. 1X.
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here in Zion, has the President seen
and known, even as he has understood
a book that was open before him,
what were the intentions of owr
enemies, and he has often told us
their most secret combirations and
devices; and the very extent of their
hearts has been revealed to him, and,
at the same time, their power of
accomplishng what they have designed
has been shown to him, and to what
extent they could carry- out their
plans. He has always seemed to be
forwarned, to enable him, I suppose,
~ to take measures to thwart their
unholy plans and wicked devices;
and have they not been thwarted ?
You, yourselves, are witnesses of these
things, and as this people improve
and learn to preserve themselves pure
before the Heavens, so will the gifts
and of the kingdom be multi-
plied unto them, and as they get
wisdom to operate for the benefit of
the kingdom and for their own
benefit, so fast will they obtain the
power to carry out their righteous
intentions. We should not seck to
have power any fasfer thaun we can

use it for good.
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Well, brethren, I bear my testi-
mony, in addition to the testimony
which has been borne here to-day, of
Joseph Smith and of Brigham Young,
that I know them to be good men,
chosen of the Lord to perform agreat
work in the last days. 1 also bear
my testimony to the truth of the
Gospel which we have embraced ; X
know it is of God, and it will lead
those that are faithful into his pre-
sence ; and that they will ultimately
triumph over all enemies and reign
upon the earth ; I know it will exalt
all who are humble and faithful unto
the end of their probation. I pray
God to preserve you and e, and help
us to be useful in our day and genera-
tion,and that we may make it our busi-
ness ‘to seek to build np his kingdom,
and maintain that power which the
Almighty is establishing upon the

earth ; let us labour to lift aloft the

banpver of peace and truth, and walk
worthily before the Lord that we may
receive the blessings which our religion
will bring unto us, if faithful,

May God help us to do these things,
is my prayer in the vame of Jesus,
Amen.



