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INFLUENCE OF PARENTS IN TRAINING THEIR CHILDREN.—
POWER WHICH ACCOMPANIES THE ELDERS WHEN HAVING
THE FAITH AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE.

Remarks by President Danter H. Wrrrs, made in the Tabernacle, Gread
Salt Lake City, May 25, 1862,

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

I certainly feel it a privilege to
listen to such instructions as we have
had this morning. I feel that we are |
a favoured people; and that we can
have instructions continually poured
out upon us day by day, and Sabbath
by Sabbath, that are calculated in
their nature to reform, to elevate and
instruct the mind. The principles of |
our religion exercise an influence over
the minds of the people which is cal-
culated to lead them in the paths of
virtue, truth and sobriety, and in that
way which will best conduce to their
happiness here and hereafter. Many
reflections pass thromgh my. mind
when I look abroad throughout the
length and breadth of this Terri-
tory, and view the position of the
Latter-day Saints who are gathered
in these valleys of the mountains;
and when I consider the object and
purpose that have brought them here
and that are keeping them together,
view the vastness of their desires
before high Heaven, their wishes in

to themselves and posterity,
their strong faith and unison of pur-
pose whmh have caused them to take
the conrse they are now pursuing, I
corsider it is a sablime spectacle to
behold. Think of a community of
thousands and tens of thoumsands
actuated by one and the same purpose,
and that the most noble in its nature,
and that they are using their exertions
for the establishment of peace and

| ally

righteousness upon the earth, continu-

seeking {o produce a oneness in
all their manifestations towards each
other, in their public instructions and
in their daily walk and conversation,
using their life to do those things
that will exalt the human family and
striving to walk sin and 1niquity
under their feet. The consideration
of this subject causes very strange
and yet good reflections to
throyggh my mind. When 1 logk
upon this people and consider the
subject of their present and' future
progress, when 1 view the matter i
this light, I conclide that the feeling
and demre with the great majority is
to have righteousness prevail; and 1
know that this feeling exists fo a
greater extent here than it does any-
where else upon the surface of this
globe. As was remarked last Sunday,
by brother Tayler, if sin and iniquity
bear sway, although the people may
have here and there prineiple,
something among them that is calcp-
lated to do good, here and there an
item of essential doctrine, and occa-
sionally a few good men who seek
to sustain good principles to exalt
virtue and truth, yet these are over-
balanced by the Wicked and ungodly,
and hence that people cannot enjoy
pure and unalloyed happiness.

There is no power but that of the
A.Iml hty - that  cun susiain these
HEH.‘E’EH]# principles, and it can only
be accomplished by drawing the
people out {rom the nations and
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and if he wants to consign himself to
oblivion and go back to native ele-
ment let him follow in the path of the
-umgodly ; but, if, on the other hand, he
wants to endure and dwell with God
and holy angels, to have knowledge
and power to understand all intelli-
gence and finally become one of the
Gods of eternity, let him take a
course to produce that effect, and let
bim use his influence to bring to pass
that which is calenlated to exalt and
bring him up finally upon the plat-
form of the Gods of eternity.

We are here upon God’s footstool
and we have all the privilege and the
power to take either course—to take
which road we please. Here through
the gooduess of God in these last days
mankind have a privilege which they
- have not had for many generations
that are past and gone. Here a man-
can live and pursme the path of
righteousness, troth and virtue and
none dare forceably drive him from
the path of right, but, if, on the other
hand, a man is not honest he can join
with the wicked and ungodly. A
man who has a disposition to do right
can here prove his integrity in all the
relations of life, in all the intercourse
he has with men on the earth he can
increase his power to do good, and
none will attempt to hinder him.
This is a great privilege, and one that
does not belong to all the people upon
the face of the earth, but it accrues
to the people of these Valleys because
they have been gathered out from the
nations and brought under the influ-
ences which prevail here. And where
these principles are cherished and
taught by the servants of God, where
- they are urged continually upon the
attention of the people, where the
people practice them and shun the
evil and live for happiness and glory
there is present peace; but if they
take another course and neglect those
principles of light and intelligence

. they will be led to ruin and be sub-
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jected to all kinds of disasters. We
can see clearly that those who are
supposed to be righteous can be so in
the nations of the earth, though not
so easily as they can here, for 1t 1s
very easily to be seen that the
influence of the good Spirit and the
principles of eternal life cannot be
used to the same extent there as in
these valleys and mountains.

When Joseph was in Egypt he
could preserve his integrity before
Potipher and Pharaoh, and so 1t 1s
with our Elders who go out from
here to perform doties that may be
assigned them among the nations of
the earth; they can preserve their
integrity, and by cleaving to those
principles which they have learned
while here they will have power over
the Yempter, and they willreturnwhen
they have accomplished their missions
in peace.and safety, for the Lord will
preserve them from those evils which
are calculated to lead them into dis-
grace. This is the advantage of those
who go forth from the midst of this
people; they have the faith and
prayers of all Israel to shield them
from the powers of darkness and from
those influences which would other-
wise lead them to commit sin; by
these means are the Elders of this
Church preserved when in the midst
of wickedness. This isa great power
that is upon the earth, and it is here
because holy and righteous principles
exist and are practised among this
people. These are some of the benefits
derived from obedience to the fulness
of the Gospel, and it becomes us as
Saints of the Most High to strive to
preserve ourselves pure and holy
before him, to take hold of good and
righteous principles like men and
women of God, to labour to sustain
our present existence, to sustain our-
selves by drawing from the elements
all those good things which he has
placed within our reach, and thus
become a really independent people,



- to be no
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longer dependent upon those
who would gladly sell us for the cloth

we have to wear. It becomes an

iment for ns to sustain ourselves,
though not exactly one that is liable
to fail, but it is to see whether a
righteous dnd holy people, coming
out from the world, can draw from the
elements that have been previously
scattered around them for their own
immediate sustenance and sapport, or
whether they will for ever be depend-
ent upon those who would destroy
them.

We havemade good progress in these
valleys of the mountains, and it 1s
truly enconraging to look around and
gee what hasg been accomplished within
fifteen years. Still there is a great
deal more tobe done. When ancient
Israc]l went out of Egvpt, a vast host
of them, the Lord administered to
their immediate necessities, and or-
dained that their clothing should not
~ wear out, and in this way they were
freed from labour while travelling in
the wilderness ; the Lord himself com-
bined the elements for the benefit and
support of that people. Now, we have
been brought a far greater distance
than they were, but the manna from
heaven has not been showered out
upon us as it was upon them. We
have had to exert our intellect, to
delve in the earth, and to a great
extent we have succeeded in bringing
from the elements our food aund
clothing. 1 think this isa far greater
work than that which Moses brought
abont, and we are doing it without
that mighty interposition which
seemed to be necessary in the days of
Moses, though the Lord has truly
been prolific in blessing the earth
~ since his people came to this country.
What have the servants of God done
since they came here? The first
thing was to dedicate the earth, the
air, the water and the mountains,
and this blessing has been . poured
out upon them and upon the people,

PARENTS, ETC, - 339

and through the blessing of High
Heaven, the earth has brought forth
{o the sustenance of his people. Is
there not a dignity in this labour
which we are performing ?. In endea-
vouring to bring from the elements
things necessary for our support 7 I
say there is, and there is an honour
that accrues to the Latter-day Saints
for their indefatigable exertions in
this respect; it shows that they are
alive to the work of the last days,
that they are exerting themseves
to build up a city and a kingdom
wherein shall dwell righteousness,
to the defiance of the Devil and his
hosts. What a glorioussight it would
be to see the united hosts of Israel
present one mighty and unbroken
phalanx against the wickedness of the
world. If this were the case could
the Devil or wicked men break snch
a band of united brethren ? No ; they
would say come on, let the surges of
opposition roll up against us, and still
we will stand steadfast being of one
heavt and one mind. What is there
that this people could not accomplish
if they would preserve inviolate this
integrity, and stand shoulder to
shoulder in all the acts of their lives,
to sustain one another and those that
are placed to gnide and dictate in the
kingdom of God ? There is nothing
but what could be done by a union of
this kind, for it is your privilege, and
it is also the privilege of all the Latter-
day Saints to he united in doing that
which is good, and I am happy to say
that this is the case to a great extent,
but still the people might do more
towards ‘concentrating their energies
for the welfare of Israel. There are
a great many mean little acts manifest

' themselves yet, at this advanced day ;

these we should all seek to reject and
begin anew with ourselves, and see
that none of these things are traced
to our bosom.

Brother Cummings does not pre-
tend to train up his children to walk
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in these bye and forbidden paths of
which I have been speaking, neither
do I nor brother Brigham nor many
others, still there are others that turn
out vile and do those things that are
wrong. But the time must come that
righteouness must prevail, or else we
have no privilege, no promise of the
future, and in fact without it we have
nothing that is any better than that
which is possessed by anybody else,
and we had better have stayed in the
world and served the Devil at the
places where we came from than to
have come here for such a purpose.
All those who feel like continuing in
this way had a great deal better be
somewhere else striving to introduce
such evil practices as they have
brought from the old world. A
Gospel of salvation would reform
every son and daughter of Adam, if
they would let it, and it would bring
them upon the platform of redemp-
tion, for the Gospel is redeeming in
its qualities; it is ennobling in its
nature, and it leads on to great and
glorious results, and if we wish to be
the recipients of its benefits it is for
us to turn from the path which leads
to destruction, and walk continunally
in the path of life. I truly feel an
interest in this
are of the class who are striving to
do right; 1 feel proud to be associated
with such a people as this, with all
the follies which I cannot fellowship
and which, in connection with others,
I shall try to overcome, and to redeem
this people from all evil. T say that
we are a good people, and far the best
people that live upon the earth, and
let us try to get rid of things that are
contrary to the spirit of the Gospel
as fast as we can, and try to induce
the people by whom we are sur-
rounded to increase in the love of God,
to hate that which is evil, and by the
- love which they have for the princi-
ples of holiness, cause them to hate
iniquity and love righteousness. The

people, because they
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presentation of these things to the
minds of the people will do good, it
will be a means of imparting to them
the influences and principles by which
we are inspired. In this way, perhaps,
we may redeem some of them and
bring them back to where they can
have the honour, the glory and the
peace which are the reward of the
righteons, even of all who eschew evil
and do good.

Let each and every one exercise their
influence in this way, to promote holy
and righteous principlesupon the earth.
Religion is glorious where it brings

to the soul and contentment to
the mind. Let us abide in those
things and keep ourselves within the
scope of those holy influences that do
predominate and prevail in the midst
of this people, and do notlet usrun here
and there after things which do not
concern us. If we want to be blest
by those predominating principles and
influences which the Lord has placed
here, far from the power of the wicked,
let us not by any act of our own
throw ourselves outside of those
influences. The moment we do it of
our own volition we tread upon
slippery places. Men may go away
from here when they are sent by
proper authority, when they are
wanted to accomplish a certain pur-
pose, and they can retain the Spirit
of the Almighty, but when they go
without being sent, of their own
volition, then they have no assurance
that their feet will not slip; they
have not the faith of the people to
help them ; the angels have no charge
to preserve them, and particularly
those that leave and go into sin and
iniquity, and are finally captivated by
Satan. And, supposing they only go
to Salmon river or California and
return, perhaps having a little of the
leaven of life, they return with the
spirit of the world upon them. Have
we any examples of this kind ¥ If
we have let us look at them, and from
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the lessons of the past let us look at
the results of the future. I have seen
them comé back with a little gold,
and 1t has almost iuvariably ruined
them, nine cases out of ten this has
been the result, and if they have not
succeeded as well as they thought
they ought to have done in the midst
of the Saints, they are found with
curses upon their lips, such as the
inhabitants where they have been are
accustomed to indulge in: they do
not respect the Sabbath, they do not
meet 1n the Tabernacle with the
brethren to learn the word of the
Lord, neither do they meet anywhere
else for any good purpose, but they
may be seen in the streets racing
their horses, or cutting up some kind
of useless folly, wasting their time
till their money is gone, and then
they have mothing to do but to go
back and get more. They go, and
perhaps get a less sum than they did
the first time, but no matter whether
they do or not they are never con-
teuted. This has been my experience,
and this is the best, the fairest and
the smoothest light in which I can
view such cases and of them.
This course of life, so far as it has an
influence, disqualifies the young man
from making a good, humble, faithful
follower of Jesus ; it disqualifies him
from becoming a Saint of the Most
High. This is my experience ; you
can look at the subjeet with your own
eyes. ,

There are quite a number, and
some good men among them, that
want to know if it is counsel to go
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out on the road totrade. I tell them
that I have no counsel of that kind
to give, neither have I heard the
President give such counsel to any
one. If I want to go out on the road to
trade, taking butter and eggs and
such like things, and my Bishop and
President want me to go, then I
should feel that I could be preserved.
I should doubtless feel it to be a great
burden, and as for seeking for such
an opportunity it would be far from
me, for I certainly would not wish to
go unless I was wanted.

I mention this matter because many
have asked me about it, and I have
universally told them that I have no
such counsel to give. Itis a blessing
to live in such a community as this,
and I feel that it is not safe for any
one to use his own volition to go
outside of this influence. This feeling
is what has led my mind in this way,
and I pray God to help us to stand
upon this platform where we can be
preserved from the influences of the
wicked, and keep ourselves so that
we cannot be led astray, nov be
swayed to and fro by every wind of
doctrine or example that comes along,
but that we may seek for wisdom and
knowledge, that our minds may be
prepared to receive the teachings we
hear from day to day.

May God help us to do right, and
canse truth and good examples to
sink deep into our hearts, that we
may cultivate every virtuous and holy
principle, is my prayer, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.



