DISQOURSE BY JOSEPH F. SMITH.
they should eat; how much to eat; | whole. Thus a

JVa
variety of talent

how to feed, clothe, and take care of | would be brought forth and exhibited

themselves and their children: how
to preserve themselves in life and
health. - But you will ask, how ? By
close application, and learning from
others, and obtaining all the know-
ledge possible from our surroundings,
and by the assistance of the Spirit,
as all who have introduced art and
science into the world by the aid of
revelation. The Gospel will {each us
all that variety that we see before us
in natore—the test variety ima-
ginable. One sister would get up a
certain fashioned bonnet, and another
one another fashion; one would trim
it in a certain way, and another in
another way. 'When the brethren
build their houses, the styles would
be different ; and in walking through
the city one wonld see a vast variet

in the gardens, in the orchards, in
the walks and in the houses. The
same variety would exist in the
internal arrangements of the houses.
We should see this variety with re-
gard to families—here is one’s taste,
and arother’s taste, and this constant

variety would give besuty to the

of which nothing would be known, if
houses and dresses and other hin
were all alike. Bat let the people
bring out their talents, and have the
variety within them brought forth
and made manifest so that we can
behold it, like the variety in the
works of nature. See the variety
God has created—no two trees alike,
no two leaves, no two spears of grass
alike. The same variety that we
see in all the works of God, that we
see in the features, visages and forms,
exists in the spirits of men. Now
let us develop the variety within
and show to the world that we have
talent and taste, and prove to the
heavens that our minds are set on
beauty and true excellence, so that
we can become worthy to enjoy the
society of angels, and raise ourselves
above the level of the wicked world
and begin to increase in faith, and
the power that God has given us, and
so show to the world an example
worthy of imitation. |
May the Lord bless you.

L

Amen.

Discounse by Elder Joseph F. Smith, delivered in the Tabernacle,
Great Salt Lake City, Feb. 17th, 1867,

EMBARRASSMENTS IN ARISING TO SPEAK—THE DIFFERENT RELIGIONS—NONS®
PERFECT EXCEPT REVEALED FROM GOD.

Very unexpectedly to me I have
been asked to stand before you for a
short time this afternoon; and al-

though to me it is a great task to |

attempt to speak to so many, yet it
No. 20.

is & pleasure to be able to express
my feelings in relation to the truth.
I do 'not know why it should be
rrassing or a task for me to
rise before the Saints, for I
' Vol. XL

}

feel

]
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- when I am’in their wmidst, that I am

_.in the midst of the people of God

~and my friends, whose faith is in
common with, and whose desires to
a great extent are the samc as my
own. I feel that I am in the midst
of those who are praying to the same
~ God, desiring the accomplishment of
the same purposes and objects, and
‘who are ever willing to lend their
faith and prayers for the assistance of
those who are called upon to officiate
in the ministry, and who are not
looking for a fault nor seeking to
make one an offender for a word, but
whose feelings are drawn out - after
the truth, and who desire to hear
words that will be comforting, in-
structing and beneficial to us all.
- Why under these circumstances, one
should feel embarrassed to rise up
here is a little singular to me, and
~always has been. But 1t 18 so,
unless he who speaks is filled with
the Spirit of the Lord to such an
extent that he cares for nothing but
God and his approval.

I suppose that this embarrassment
is, to some extent, owing to false
notions—to pride, perhaps, and to
feelings that are more or less com-
mon to us all, though not founded
upon auny corxech principle. . Why
should we fear one another? Why
should we fear to discharge the duties
devolving upon us as the servants
and people of God, under any cir-
cumstances or in any place? Why
should we fear to stand up and speak
the truth, although aware of our
weakness and feeling our dependence
on God? Have we not the promise
that God will give us strength accord-
ing to our day, and that he will help
~ those who desire it to accomplish all
- the good that is in their hearts?
God has made this promise, and it is
" our duty to go forward and engage in
the work he requires of us, fearlessly

and with a determination to carry it'

DISCOURSKS.

:} out regardless of man. God being our
belper |

I have felt this way when travel-
ing in the world, perhaps more so
than it would be possible for me to
feel here; for when one is thrown
upon his own resources, or 1 may say
upon God for assistance, he realizes
that he has but few friends; he lives
nearer to God, exercises more faith,
is more diligent in prayer, and is,
therefore, more alive to the duties
devolving upon him than when
associating in the midst of his friends.
I have often reflected why I should
tremble and fear to stand before the
Saints, the Prophet, or the Apostles,
and let them hear my voice, or to
give expression to my thoughts.
Again, I have thought was there any-
thing in rue, any secret feelings that
were not right, or that I feared were
not right, and for expressing which i
would be censured; and even were
this the case, how foundationless is
such a fear, for were there any
thoughts and reflections within me
not of God, or not true, why should
I be fearful to express them where
they might be corrected ? Would if
not be better to express them and
have them corrected, than to harbor,
cling to and reason upon them until
I convinced myself that they were
right, when to have them corrected
would perhaps prove a very great
trial to me, if not my overthrow.

When Ilook at and think of myself
I do not know that I now entertain or
have ever entertained a thought
which I would be ashamed of my
friends or the servants of God know-
ing. I desire so to live continually
that my thoughts and feelings may
be right before God, that my heart
may be pure and open to ‘the influ.
ences and dictations of the Holy
Spirit, that I may be led wholly by
the truth, and in the path that
leads to eternal life. These should
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be the feelings of every Saint; if,
they are not mine, they should be,
and when I look at and think of
myself, 1-fcel that this is the
Yet we are all fallible and all liable
to err, susceptible of prejudices and
assailed by good and bad influences.
In every condition of life we are
more or less liable to be influenced
and controlled in our thoughts and
actions by the circumstances by

which we are surrounded; the re-

sult is we are sometimes alive to the
truth and faithful before the Lord,
full of kindness, of friendship and
love towards our brethren—the ser-
vants of God—aud towards the work
in which we are engaged; and some-
times we are luke-warm and indif-
ferent about these things. 1 would
love to see the time when we conld
so live in the enjoyment of the Holy
Spirit, every moment of our lives,
that no circomstance nor influnence
could be brought to bear against us
that wonld change that even tenor
which is inspired and called forth by
the influences of the good Spirit.
Will this time ever be? While

surrounded by so many imperfec- | the

tions, clothed in mortality, and sub-
jeot to the weakness and failings of
the flesh, will the time ever be when
we as a people, with such glorious
promises, privileges and rights, and
with such inestimable blessings,
shall enjoy the Spirit of God to the
exclusion of every other influence
that exists? Will we ever be able
to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord,
while in mortality, to such a degree
that we can govern ourselves and not
give way one moment to an evil
thought or passion. I do not know;
but this I do know, that we now have
all that is necessary to enable us to
attain to this perfection in the truth
and the knowledge of God. If we
have it not now, I do not believe we

ever will, “ Why,” inquires one,
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“what have we now? We have -
the promise of Almighty God that
he will give his Spirit to guide,

case. | strengthen and assist every indi-

vidual to accomplish all the good
in his heart, if he will only come
up to the standard he has estab-
lished. Besides this promise which
the Lord has made, we have the
holy priesthood, a powerful anxiliary
in our hands if used properly, to
enable us to overcome the evils that
surround us in the world. Baut
when engaged in our daily avoca.
tions, or tried by poverty, sickness,
enemies, false friends, or when we
are spoken evil of, we too often
forget that we hold the priesthood,
that we are KElders in Israel—the
servants of God-—chosen to accom-
plish his great work in the last
days. The result is we regard our-
selves simply as men mixed up
with and surrounded by sin, and
we are apt to drink into the spirit
around us, forget God, our call-
ings and the responsibilities rest-
ing upon us, and become like others,
throngh giving way to evils which
practice.

I have seen individuals, of whom
we might expect better things, give
way to evils of this kind until I
have heard them say *“ What is re-
ligion ?” “In what is one religion
better than another? Mormon, Jew,
Catholic, Protestant, or any and all
religious denominations in the world
are all after the same thing, and
there are good and bad in all, and
there is about as much evil among
the Latter.-day Saints as among
any other religions denomination.”
e Why,” say they, “look at the
Methodists, some of them are as
pious, good and faithful and are as
good citizens, neighbors and friends
as any you will find among the Lat-
ter-day Saints or any other denomi-
nation ; or go among the Catholics
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and you will find some as honest,
virtuous, upright and charitable as
any you will find among the Lat-
ter.day Saints.” This being their
opinion they decide that one is just as
good as another. Now it is true that,
so far as moral worth is concerned, we
may find hundreds of thousands in
‘the world who are honest, moral and
upright to the best of their know-
ledge. I believe that among the in-
habitants of the earth to-day, not-
withstanding the wvast amount of
corruption and sin and the almost
universal moral degradation, there
are thousands of good, honest, well-
meaning people.

So far as they bave light and
knowledge and understand the prin-
ciples of truth, so far do thousands of
the inhabitants of the earth to-day
honor them in their lives. But that
does not constitute them the people
of God, npeither does it argue that
they have the holy priesthood, nor
that the Gospel in its purity and ful-
ness has been revealed to them ;
nothing of the kind. Then I say that
they are wanting. Although I feel
liberal in my heart towards mankind,
and willing to accord this truth to
the benefit of the honest in heart;
yet I am compelled to acknowledge
that they are lacking. And because
there are people out of this
Church as well as in, that does not
argue that we have not the priest-
hood, that God is not in communion
with’ us, that we are not in fellowship
with lmn nor that we are not tha
people he has chosen, through whom
to accomplish his -great work in the
latter days. It simply proves what
the prophets and the servants of God
have often said, that there are honest
people in the world who are not in
this Ch-nmh, and for that reason the
Gospel is preached to the natious,
that the honest may be gathered into
thefaldandfamﬂy nfGod, that they
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y takea part in the building up of
hm kingdom in the last days.

When you cempare tlie systems,
creeds, and governing principles
among the sects and religious deno-
minations in the world, where will
you find one that is perfect, or that
is calculated to lead men back to a
unity of the faith and to God?
Where will you find a system or a
dﬂﬂﬂmlﬂﬂtlﬂn of religious people in
the world who have such principles
embodied in their faith ? You cannot
find such a system, if you go beyond
the pale of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. “ Well,”
inquires one, “are those principles
embodied in our faith? Is that prin-
ciple of government here that is cal-
culated to unite not only this Church
but the whole human family in one
faith? Are we not to some extent
dividled one against another, and
have we not selfish thoughts and
feelings, and do we not have strife in
our midst, and do we love one ano-
ther with' a brotherly love and act
under the influence of the good Spirit
all the time ?”

If we did act under its influence
and followed its dictation continually,
we would be one, and bickering,
strife and selfishness would be laid
aside, and we would look after and
be as zealous for our neighbor's as
for our own But we still see
in our midst controversies, differences
of thought and opinion, one up and
another down, and the same thing
regarded in a different light by dif-
ferent persons, &. Why is this?
Because the Gospel net has gathered
in of every kind, and because we are
only children in the school; because
we have learned only the first letters,
as it were, in the great Gospel plan,
and that but imperfectly. And one
cause of the diversity in our thoughts
and reflections is that some have had

‘greater experience and comprehend
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the truth more perfectly than others.
But does this prove that the Gospel
we have embraced does not centain
those principles necessary to unite all
mankind in the truth. No, it does
not. What are these great prin-
ciples that are calculated to unite the
whole human family, and to cause
them to worship the same God,
adhere to the same counsel and be
governed by the same voice? They
are the principle of revelation, the
power of God revealed to his people,
the belief in the hearts of the people
that it is God’s right to rule and dic-
tate, and that it is not the right of
any man to say it shall be thus and
so; nor are the people required to
obey these principles blindly—with-
out knowledge.

When we learn the truth and un-
derstand what 18 for our greatest
good, we will feel in our hearts that
it is God’s right to rule and reign,
and to say to us what shall be, and
that it is our privilege to obey, and
there will not be a feeling in our
hearts contrary to his dictation. We
will then feel that whatever is, is
right; and in this we cannot then
rightly be called superstitious, blind,
or deluded, for that wonld be impos-
sible because we will then be go-
verned by higher light and intelli-
gence—by that intelligence which
convinces us that God lives, reigns,
made the earth and all things it con.
tains, that he is the Father of all,
that we are his children, and that all
things are in his hands. We will
then comprehend this, and, conse-
quently, will feel that it is his right
to say and ours to do. Buthow is it
to-day ?
prehend these facts to their full ex-
tent, our own selfish interests more
or less blind us, we measurably stand
in our own light and choke the chan-
nel of blessings from heaven, and
cannot fully receive from the Giver

We do not practically com- | gaged
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of all good that blessing, exaltation
and glory that he is ever willing to
bestow upon all who will acknow-
ledge and love him and worship him
in spirit and in trath.

This 1s a great and important
work—one that we do not fully
comprehend. When the Spirit of
the Lord rests powerfully upon us,
we realize it to some extent ; but we
do not always have that Spirit in
such copious measure, and when we
are left to ourselves we are weak,
frail and liable to err.  This shows
to us that we should be more faithful
than we have ever bezn, and that day
and night, wherever we are and
under whatever circumstances we may
be placed, in order to enjoy the Spirit
of the Gospel we must live to God by
observing truth, honoring his law,
and ever manifest a vigorous deter-
mination to accomplish the work he
has assigned us.

I thank the Lord that I have the
privilege of being associated with
this people ; and, whatever men may
sayor do, I desire that the testimony
of the truth may continue with me,
that I may ever realize for myself
that the Gospel has again been re-
vealed to man on the earth. '

It seems to me that to-day, or I
may say this present moment is a
moment of trial for this people. I
have often heard the President say,
in relation to our having been driven
from our homes, hated and mistreated
by our enemies and the enemies of
truth, that we were not then particu-
larly tried. I believe it. I believe
that then we were more happy and
better alive to the work we are en-
in than many are to-day. I
believe, of the two, take the period
when the Saints were driven from
the State of Missouri, or subse-
quently, when we were driven from
the State of Illinois, and compare it
with the present day, that to-day is
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the day of trial for this people.
When you go along the street, and
meet a man or a woman, do you
know whether he or she is a Latter-
day Saint or not? There was a time
when we could walk up and down
the streets and tell by the very
countenances of men whether they
were Latter-day Saints, or not ; but
can you do it now?  You can not,
unless you have greater discernment
and more of the Spirit and power of
God than I have. - Why ? Because
many are trying as hard as they can
to transform themselves into the very
shape, character, and spirit of the
world, Elders in Israel, young men,
mothers and daughters in Israel are
conforming to the world’s fashions,
until their very countenances indi-
cate its spirit and character. This
course is to the shame and disgrace
of those who are so unwise. It is
not so much in the settlements, but
go where youn will in this city and
you can see some of these foolish
ones. And when the line is drawn
and the choice made, there are many,
who we think to-day are in fellowship
with the Lovrd, that will be left with-
out the pale. Yet they are now going
smoothly along, and we meet, shake
hands and call each other brother.
We meet here in this Tabernacle and
partake of the Holy Sacrament toge-
ther as brethren in the bonds of the
covenant, and go smoothly along
together ; but it is not all gold that
glitters. It is not all as it appears ;
the surface is deceptive, and while
many think that it is no harm to
pattern after the foolish, wicked,
nonsensical notions and fashions of
the world and the character of worla-
hngs, taking them into our homes
and making them our companions,
and think that we are just as good
Saints with as without them, by
and by we will wake up to the
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astounding fact that we have been
deceived and misled.

Why did God call us from the
world and denounce it? Why did
he say that none were good, and
that the religious worship of the
world was not acceptable to him, but
was & mockery and an abomination in
his sight 7 Why tell this to the
Prophet and say to him, “I will
make you an instrument in my hands
to gather out my people from the
world, that I may have a righteouns
and pure people who will worship me
in spirit and in truth, and who will
not draw near to me with their lips
while their hearts are far from me?”
It was because the world was corrapt
and had gone after the fashions and
follies of men; because the people
were led by the doctrines of men,
put their faith in man and made
flesh their arm; and had forsaken
God. They boasted of themselves, in
their own strength, glory, might
and power, and said that they cared
not for God, as was manifested on an
occasion during the late rebellion, in
a convention that was called, I think
at Chicago. A proposition was made
that they conquer the South; some
one proposed, “ by the help of Ged;”
but they unanimously voted that
they would do it without the help of
God, or not atall. They would have
the glory of it themselves, they
wanted none of the help of God to
do it. God was out of the gues-
tion with them, for they gloried in
their own strength.

And the world, to-day, glory in
their own wealth, power and know-
ledge, and for this they are an abo-
mination in the sight of God ; and he
has raised up a Prophet and has put
forth his hand for the last time to
gather his people ard to do his great
and marvellons work. He is sending
forth his missionaries to preach the
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Gospel to the nations of the earth,
to gather out the honest and those
who will serve him with full pur-
pose of heart, that they may be ga-
thered from the midst of the world’s
wickedness and corruption, to a place
where they can better serve the
Lord and accomplish his purposes.
Then, when we are gathered, when
the Lord has delivered us from the
hands of our enemies, brought us
out of bondage with his outstretched
arm and planted us in the midst of
these mountains in and  sur-
rounded us with blessings, and has
enriched the soil so that it yields its
strength for our good, and has made
of us a peculiar people—when the
Lord has done this for us—to-day
some will cringe and bow to the
degrading fashions of the world,
and court the society and habits of
the wicked. Such condactis a crying
shame on those who, professing to
be Latter-day Saints, act so unwisely.
We profess to have forsaken the
world and to live accordingly to the
requirements of the Gospel, and it
behoves us to walk worthily of so
excellent a profession.

We cannot trifle with the things
of God. Many talents have been
committed to us; if we put them
in a napkin and hide them in the
earth, we shall be beaten with
many stripes; but if we use them
wisely, we shall receive great bless-
ings and rewards. If we wish to
see the work of God carried vie-
toriously forward, if we wish to accom-
plish the purposes of the Almighty,
and have a desire to carry out his will
on the earth, that it may be done
here as it is in heaven, we must live
as we profess, be guided by the whis-
perings of his Spirit and the teach-
ings and counsels of his servants.
Who is there among us that does not
feel an interest in the work of God.

Those who do not will be ecut short. |
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they will loose their inheritance, and
the rights and privileges guaranteed
to man through his faithfulness.

It grieves me when I hear young
men, who have been born and reared
in this Church, speaking indifferently
of the truth, and as apt io take up an
argument against as in its favour. I
thank the Lord that I have never been
guilty of that to my knowledge ; but I
do not claim any particular credit on
this account, for I was tanght from
my childhood that the great work
in which we are engaged 1s true, and
designed for the salvation of man-
kind. Until I was fifteen years old
I did not know this, but I believed
it, my heart was in i, and my feel-
ngs were enlisted, and any opposite
influence, obstacle or power with
which I came in contact, even in my
childhood, roused me in a moment,
and I felt that I was for the truth
and the people of God.

When I was sent on my first mis-
sion, though only fifteen years of
age, 1 began to learn and sense
things for myself, I began to receive
and bear testimony of the trnth. In
my weakness I endeavoured to preach
the Gospel, to tell people the truth,
and to explain to them the way of
life. This gave to me a knowledge
and fixed my faith and feelings, and
made them to me seemingly un-
changeable. But we are changeable,
weak and frail, we know not to-day
what we may do or what may occur
to-morrow. This is a frail, poor,
low condition for the offspring of God
to be in, yet it is our condition ex-
actly. Nothwithstanding this, men
to day will boast of their greatness,
power, wealth, descent, associations,
inflnence and honors, when the poor,
insignificant miserable things may
be dead and food for worms to-mor-
row. That great thing that boasted
of his influence, is proud and stands
up in majesty to-day, may be food
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for worms to-morrow !
ishness of man !

It is for the people called Latter-
day Saints to make God their boast,
to ascribe to bim the honor and
power, and to say within themselves,
O Father, we are thine. That is the
way all mortality should feel. They
should feel that the earth and its
fulness are God's, that the gold and
silver, the cattle on a thousand hills,
the rich fields, the streams of water,
the rivers, lakes, ocean and all they
contain are his. He made them;
they are not ours, for he has not
given them to us; we have not
earned them; but when we have
earned them, when we have proved
faithful over a few things committed
to us here, when we have proved
wise stewards over the little things,
when we have fought the good fight
of faith, endured to the end and
worked out our salvation, then the
earth and its fulness will be given to
the Saints of the Most High, and
they shall possess it for ever and
ever. But it is not ours yet, neither
is 1% man’s, neither will it be, until
he has earned an inheritance upon it
by his faithfulness, diligence, good
precepts and examples, and by his
endurance to the end in the truth,
and not till then., And when we
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think that by simply bearing the |

name of Saint, or associating with
good men and women, we shall
secure an inheritance on this goodly
earth, that will yet be purified and
made like a sea of glass for a dwel-
ling place for the just, we shall find
that we have deceived ourselves, and
will see the crown and inheritance
designed for us taken away and
given to this onme or that one who
lived on the earth when we did, bat
who, instead of having only the
name of Saints, were Saints in very

deed.
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I was very much pleased with
Brother Hyde's discourse on this
subject a few months ago ; it was a
most excellent description of thin
as they are and as they will be, and
it was true. If we do not now know
that it was so, we will have to learn;
and if we are not willing to receive
instruction and counsel, we will have
to learn throngh experience and stern
necessity, and be made to realize our
condition and dependence on God.

In the parable of Lazarus and the
rich man, when the latter, looking
beyond the yawning gulf that sepa-
rated him from Paradise, saw Lazarus
enjoying bliss in Abraham’s bosom,
and wanted an angel sent to warn
his friends oa earth, the Lord Jesus
said, if they will not believe the
Prophets and Apostles, neither would
they believe though one should be
raised from the dead. So in these
days, if the Prophets, Apostles and
Elders called of God and commis-
sioned to preach the Gospel are not
believed by the people, neither would
they believe an angel, or oue raised
from the dead. I once felt that this
was a pretty hard saying, but I am
now convinced that it is true. I
always, perhaps, conceded that it was
true, yet at times I felt, would it not
be possikle for an angel to couvince
the people when we could not.

Since then I have seen and con-
versed with men, have kumown the
feelings of their hearts and seen that
they were just as full of the darkness.
of hell as they could be. So full and
firmly rooted were they in darkness
and ignorance and in a determination
not to receive the truth that, though
angels and ministering spirits had
taught them, they would still have
preferred to remain in ignorance and.
unbelief. I was forcibly reminded of
this a short time ago, when in con-
versation with Alexander H. Smith.
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Do you suppose an angel would con-
vince him? He said that no human
testimony counld convince him. Af-
fliction and the chastisement of God
might affect his body, but could not
touch his heart ; it is like adamant,
and there are thousands and thou-
sands in the same condition—shutting
out the very possibility of truth’s
reaching their understandings. They
will not receive the testimony of men,
yet they will quote and reiterate the
testimonies of men whom we know
to be as wicked and corrupt as the
devil ; but when Prophets and A pos-
tles ordained under the hands of the
Prophet Joseph, and who are carry-
ing out the very plans and purposes
made manifest through him, bear
testimony of these things, their tes-
timony is rejected, for they will' not
receive the testimony of men. It is
simply this—we will not have the
truth, we can not bear it, and you
cannot force it upon ns—we do not
want it. :

This is a free country; the king-
dom of God is a kingdom of freedom ;

the Gospel of the Son of God is the |

Gospel of liberty. Mentcan worship
God, if they wish to, but, if not, they
may go and worship stones, the sun,
moon, stars, or anything else that
they wish. We will protect and
respect every man in his rights, so
far as they do not interfere with the
rights of others, for every man must
answer for his own deeds.

I sometimes hear the Latter-day
Saints instructed about the way they
should treat strangers; they are told
to extend to all men due respect and
kindness. You would not be a Lat-
ter-day Saint if you did not; youm
would not manifest the Spirit of the
Gospel did you not show them due
kindness, and respect ; but remem-
ber, at the same time, that you do not

compromise yourselves. In trying
to be kind and courteous to others,
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we sometimes place ourselves in their
power, and as sure as we do, bad
men will take advantage of it. How
was the counsel given by the Savior
to the Apostles; “Be ye, therefore,
as wise as serpents and as harmless
as doves.” But this generation is
wiser than the children of light—the
Saints. Why? In one particular,
because, when we embrace the Gos-
pel we feel well, so thankful to the
Lord, so full of gratitude, that we are
thrown off our guard, suspect no
evil, nor look for sin in any man, and
go invite them into our circles, and
by and by they get the upper hand
of us; we begin to loose faith and to
think that the devil has not such an
awkward cloven foot, that his horns
and tail are not quite so long, nor he
quite so deformed, black and hideous
as we thought. We have been de-
ceived; we thought that the devil
had long horns and tail, a cloven
foot, and was black, hideous, and
grinning ; but when we find him out"
he is a gentleman in black broad
eloth, with a smooth tongue, pleasant
eountenance, high forehead, and so
on; quite a looking fellow.
That is the kind of a person we find
the devil to be, and we will find him
in more persons than one, and that
too right in this city.

1 feel well and thankful to have
the privilege of being a Saint; and I
hope, brethren and sisters, that any-
thing good that is said to us we will
feel like carrying out in our lives. It
is our duty, and we should never fail
to do so.

May God bless us and all Israel,
and keep us in the paths of trath.

Notwithstanding what I have said
here to-day about the vanity and
foolishness amongst us, especially in
Great Salt Lake City, yet I believe,
as has been frequently said, that tak-
ing this people as a whole they are
the best on the earth; and I believe
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that more good people can be found : it is God's work, and he has decreed
here than can be found in the same | that it shall be fulfllled according
number anywhere else on the earth, | the predictions of the Prophets. Ma.?
and that if one-third, one-half, or 4 God grant it, and help us all to be
two-thirds of this people should fall | faithful, that we may be numbered
away and go astray, the number then ' among those who obtain a crown and
remaining would be sufficient to inberitance, is my prayer in the name

carry off the work victoriously, for

' of J esus. - Amen.

Discouvrse by Elder Joun Taviom, delivered in the

Tabernacle,

Great Salt Lake Oity, Feb. 24, 1867.

(REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.)

THE LIMITED WISDOM OF MAN IN COMPARISON TO THE FULNESS

OF GOD's

WISDOM—WHAT IS TRUE PHILOSOPHY !

We have heard a many in-
teresting remarks from Brother Ste-
venson; in fact, everything pertain-
ng to the church and kingdom of
God on the earth is interesting, to
those who are desirous for the wel-
fare of Zion. As Brother Stevenson
has remarked,—* we are engaged in a
great work,” and it is with us “ the
kingdom of God or nothing ;” but as
the kingdom of God can only be
comprehended by the spirit of reve-
lation and the principle of eternal
truth, unless men are in possession of
this principle, and have the light of
revelation, they do not appreciate,
neither can they understamd cor-
rectly the work in which we are en-

oed.

One of old said “ As high as the
heavens are above the earth so are

his thoughts above our thonghts, and
so are his ways above our ways.”
There is necessarily, then, a very
great difference between him and us
in intellect, and in appreciating and
comprehending the position that we
occupy here on the earth and the
relationship that we sustain to him
and to the heavens. Men of the
world, generally, are engaged in the
pursuit of objects that come within
their natural reason unaided by the
spirit of revelation ; and hence, for-
merly the inhabitants of the earth
admired gods that were tangible—
something that they could see, more
than things they could not see. This
led them to worship gods of gold,
silver, wood, iron, brass and stone,
to which they attributed certain vir-
tues, powers and privileges; and they



