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Lake City, April 8th, 1867.
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SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL TEACHERS—TITHING, ETC.

‘This is ome of the greatest days
that Israel has ever scen in this dis.
pensation, and one of the largest
congregetions that ever assembled in
the capacity of a Conference of the
Chureh of Jesns Christ of Latter-day
Saints. The cause which we have
espoused possesses, probably, to-day,
a greater degree of prosperity than it
has ever done from its commence-
ment. © Thus may it ever bé from
this time henceforth and for. ever!
From the commencement of this
work until the present time we have
continually increased in power and
numbers, and in blessings from the
Liord our God ; and I believe that, to-
day, a greater degree of unity dwells
in the hearts of the people called
Latter.day Saints than ever before,

‘When we look back on the past
history of this people, and see the
dificulties they have had to encoun-
ter and have overcome, our hearts
should swell with joy and gratitude
to the benign Providence which has
brought us to the position that we
now enjoy. As we have been blessed

and preserved in the past, so it will

ever be with us, if we will only be
tree to ourselves and walk in the
ways of truth and rig hteousness. Has
not our experience been sufficient in
the past to give us confidence in the
futmre ¥ . Has not oar faith been in-
creased by the multiplicity of blessings
and favors which we have received at

the hands of our heavenly Father ?
No. 1.

Inasmuch as we have asked in faith
for blessings, and have had our
prayers answered upon oar heads,
bave we not faith and confidence to
approach our heavenly Father again
and again to supplicate for blessings?
Most assuredly this i3 the experience
of every faithtul Saint. Then let us
contmune to improve, and endeavour
to weed from our hearts every evil
inflaence and strive to overceme
every besetting sin. Let this be
among our labors in the future, be- '’

giuning with ourselves and then with
our families.

Upon this latter point, especially,
let me say a word. Let us pruvige

schools, competent teachers, and good
books for our children, and let us pay
our teachers. I would have no ob- '

Jection to seeing the standard works ’

of the Church introdnced into ‘our
schools, that our children may be .
tanght more pertaining to the prinei-
ples of the gospel in the fature than '
they are at present. And let one -
test of fitness on the part of those
who teach be a thorough acquaintance
with and love for the principles of
the gospel which we have received,”
that our children may be taught the
principles of truth and righteousness,
and be trained from their youth in'

‘the nurture and admonition of the

Lord. - Let this course be taken in our |
schools, and let us pay onr teachers.

| We have those among us who are

well qualified for teachers if we will
Vol. XIL
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only pay them ; but the great cry now
is—"* We cannot afford to teach
school, for the wages is too low, and
low as it is we caunot get it when it
is earned.” This is the great diffi-
culty among us in this matter, and it
has always Leen a crying evil. It
has 1o need to be so; we thould pay
our school bills among the first
things we pay.

If we wi-h to have teachers for our
children let us sustain them. And
we shonld sostain onr own publica-
tions, which inculcate the principles
of truth and righteousness, in pre-
ference to any others which may be
brooght into our midst. There are
other works that are good, against
which I do notwish to say anything;
but let us first sustain our own woi ks,
which are exclusively devoted to the
spread of the priuciples of truth, The
Lord has undertaken to raise the
standard of truth in the earth through
the wstrumentality of His servants,
and it 18 the duty of the Saints 1o
sustain those works which have the
dissemination of truth for their
only oljeet, We send forth Elders
to the nations of the earth, as mes-
sengers of salvation to the people;
and while we sustain those who go to
proclaim the gospel, let us also sus.
tain the printed word.

Enouvgh has been said on this sub-
ject, and I donot wish to recapitulate.
Let us pay our tithing, and do all we
can to sustain the servants of God.
And in paying our tithing weshonld
not forget our money tithing. We
hear cousideralle about hard times,
s0 far as money is concerned; they
who are endeavouring to sustain ihe
work of God feel the pressure as
much as anybody else.  Let us con-
tribute our mites to assist ; if we have
not much let us give a portion for
that porpose—be tree and liberal.
What have we to do but to accom-
plish our mission in building up the
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gdom of God? I know of
nothing elsethatisworth the attention
of the Latter-day Saints. Then let ns
do this with all our faith, might, and
means, and be united as the heart of
one man in sustaining whatever is
brought before us by these who are
placed over ue to lead, guide, and
direct our labors.

Has not the Lord the right to dic-
tate the earth and its iubabitants?
Most assaredly, He has; and it would
be a great blessing for the people if
they would allow Himi todo so. We
who have come liere have said we are
willing to be dictated by the Lord
through His servauts; then let us
make it our business to be so as long
as we dwell in the flesh, the more
especially as we expect to reap the
rewards and benefits that will result
from such acourse. If we expect the
blessings of heaven we should take a
course that will draw them down
upon us, for they will most assuredly
be ours as fast as we can make good
use of them. If we are only true to
ourselves, and are faithfu! to theend,
our reward will be such that we will
have no need tocomplain of it. And
even while we puss along ibrough
life, the course of the Latter-day
Saint is more conducive to happi-
ness and peace than that of any other
individual on the face of the earth.

Let us not be disheartened nor dis-
couraged, but press onward in the
good work which we have espoused.
Qur minds have been lit up with the
principles of life and salvation and
the truths of heaven; then let us
cleave to those priunciples with full
purpose of heart, keeping God’s com-
manus, and -walking blamelessly be-
fore him in all things every day of
our lives. We shall thus accomplish
our mission in the Kingdom of God,
and eventoally be welcomed into the
presence of our Redeemer, which, I
hope, will be the lut of every Latter-
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-day Saint, and of every honest soul
m the world.

These are some of my feelings. I
hope and pray that we will all attend
to the teachings which we receive
from time to time, for it is God 1in
His mercy who deals them out to us,
and it is for us to treasure them vp
in and honest Learts, to carry
them out in oar lives, and to shan all
things that are offensive in His sight.
This is the mission of the Saiuts.
Every man can be oseful in his day
and generation in promoting these
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principles; and if we will be united
in so doing, trath will triumph in the
hearts of the Saints, and a power for
good, such as we have never yet seen,
will soon be developed, and will in-
crease until finally the earth will be
redeemed from the thraldom of sin,
and the power of the wicked be for
ever broken.

That our labors may speedily
bring about this desirable consumma-
tion is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

ReMarks by Elder C. C. Rich, delivered wn the

Bowery, Great Salt Lake City,

April 8th, 1867.

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS. ]

LABOR TO BUILD UP THE KINGDOM,

I am glad to enjoy the opportunity
-of meeting with the brethren and
sisters at this Conference. I am also
glad that we have heard the instruc-
tions which have been imparted to us.
The principle of the Saints being
united is one that we have labored to
establish from the commencement np
to the present time. Every Saint
who has any knowledge of the gospel
as it has been revealed to us in these
Jast days, knows that this principle
has been impressed on their minds
from the time they first heard the
gospel.  Still, with all our labors and
exertions in the past, we have not
yet reached this point, and we must
continue oor labors for the accom-
plishment of this object.

When we are united in all things,
the Lord will be able to use us in

very deed for the building up of His
Kingdom ; until then, He can use us
only as we are willing to be used.
We say we are the people of God,
and that we are laboring to build up
His Kingdom, but when we come to
think of it, we only do that which we
can persuade ourselves to do.

We should be willing to do every-
thing that the Lord requires us to do,
and even if we are, thereis still great
need for us to improve and progress.
This has been incombent upon us
from the time we embraced the gos.
pel, but more especially at this Con-
ference, and when we make up our
minds individually and collectively
to do all things that the Lord re-
quires of us, it will be a compara-
tively ensy matter for us to do so.
We do not expect to learn everything



