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priesthood is that which the Christian |

world do not possess, for they have
taken leave of the kingdom and the
priesthood. Joseph bestowed this
priesthood upon -others, and this
Church possesses it and its power,
which enables us to detect all error,
and to know what is true.

There are other things I wanted to
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talk about, not pertaining to the
Kingdom of God on the earth, but to
the faith of this people before God,
but I shall leave this for the present,
as I feel that I have talked as long as
is prudent for me. May the Lord
God of Israel bless yom, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Discovrsr by President D. H. Wells, delivered in the Bowery, Great Salt
Lalke City, June 30th, 1867.

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,]
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I have been pleased whilst listening
to the remarks of br. Eldredge. The
recital of his reasons for receiving
the priveiples of the gospel forcibly
‘reminded me of the days of Joseph,
and of the effect which those princi-
ples bad on my mind as I heard
them proclaimed by the servant of
the Lord. Many of the principles
which he taught were in the world—
they were not new, yet it seemed as
though they had never been thought
of, comprehended, or understood by
the children of men; at least, they
had {not been by me. 1 did not
know anything about God my hea-
venly Father, nor the connection
which existed between Him and the
children of men, nor the object He
had in view in sending them through
this earthly probation, until I learned
it*from the prophet ; and I apprehend
that this is, to a very great extent,

the case with the world to-day. Ihad
no more confidence in Joseph Smith
being a prophet, or in his knowing
anything about religion, than I have
now in a juggler or a wandering moun-
tebank. I knew nothing at all about
Joseph, except what I had heard from
his enemies or read in the papers.

It was not very far—only two or
three counties—from where I was
born, in the State of New York, that
this work took its rise. 1 had fre-
quently heard throngh the religions
papers of the miracles that had been
performed by the “ Mormons,” and 1
supposed the whole affair was a great
humbug, that the “ Mormons” were
fanatics and very bad people. The
days of my youth were days of reli-
gious excitement—the days of revi-
vals, which so pervaded that section
of country at that time—and I can
well apprehend the effect these things
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must have had on the mind of
Joseph ; he was a young man, I was
but a boy, and T know how those
revivals aflected young minds in the
neighbourhood in which I lived.
Some of those preachers would hold
their protracted meetings for days
and weeks, and sometimes for a
month, one meeting after another,
every day and every evening, getting
around the young with their influ-
ences, and concentrating their pray-
ers, perhaps, on a single individual,
and praying for no other, until he
would say he had got religion and
was converted. Suffice it to say,
that I was disgusted with it, and did
not believe in any of it, and rested
my chance, so far as religion was
concerned, on ftrying to do that
which was right as near as I could,
and running the risk,

In this frame of mind I was intro-
duced to Joseph Smith, by Sidney
Rigdon, who remarked, at the time,
that he was the man who was talked
about so much. He was a fine
looking man ; he did not say much to
me nor 1 to him. Time passed along,
and for years aflter I was occasionally
thrown into his society, and fre-
quently heard him speak; and,
though I did not at first believe that
he was inspired or that he was more
than a man of great natural ability,
I soon learned that he knew more
about religion and the things of God
and eternity than any man I had ever
heard talk. I read the Book of Mor-
mon and the Book of Doetrine and
Covenants without their having any
particular eflect on my mind. I did
not get the principles from either
of these sources, but I obtained them
from Joseph, and it seemed to me
that he advanced prineiples that nei-
ther he nor any other man could

have obtained except from the Source |

of all wisdom—the Lord himself. I
soon discovered that he was not what
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' the world termed a well-read or an
- educated man; then where could he
have

standing, that so far su

got this knowledge and undernl-
all
had ever witnessed, unless it had
come from Heaven? It commended
itself to my understanding and my
 sober judgment, and although I ad-
' mitted nothing, and did not embrace
 the gospel, but stood aloof, yet the
' words and prineiples which 1 heard
froon him had their effect on my
mind.

I had been areader of the Scrip-
tures, and had learned a great deal
by heart in my younth in the Sunday
school. I had read a great many
religious publications, and had a
tolerable idea of what the sects of
the day believed with regard to the
principles of salvation. I had inves-
tigated and had been raised according
to orthodox notions, and in my early
youth I believed in the * Trinity.”
[ investigated the principles of the
| Unitarians, who did not believe in

the “ Trinity,” and also the doctrines
of the Universalists, and 1 believed
about @8 much in Umniversalism ab
the time I was introduced to Joseph
as in any of the religions of the day,
if not a little more, but had mnot
united myself with any church
organization, because I was not fully
satisfied. 1 heard Joseph Smith
state at one time in Nauvoo that
whether * Mormonism ” was right or
wrong, the people were just as well
| without as with the ordinances tanght
and administered by the sectarians
of the day. That was exactly what
I thought, though I did not compre-
hend so much then in relation to the
ordinances of the gospel, and those
authorized to administer in them, as
I afterwards learned. And although
my understanding of these things
may have been of slow growth, yet I
can say and feel that it is grounded
in the truths of heaven, for with the
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few keys I received from the servants
of God I obtained corroborating tes-
timony from the Secriptures, which I
have read from that time until now
with an understanding that I never
had before ; and even now, whenever
I search the Scriptures, I find things
that are new to me, that I never
understood nor comprehended before,
although I have been familiar with
with them from my youth.

When I first heard Joseph Smith
enunciate the principle of baptism for
the dead, and the method of adminis-
tering it, I was astonished that no
person had ever thought of that before,
it was so plain]ly laid down in the
Scriptures. The principle of acting
by proxy was just as plain to me as
the noon-day sun the moment it was
explained to me, but I never thought
of it until that time. When I heard
these principles my heart leaped for
joy,and although I wasnot a praying
man | prayed inwardly that whatever
else I might do, I might never be
left to deny the principles of truth
which the prophet was revealing.
That was the inward conviction of
my soul. Still I did not join the
Church, and I did not know that I
ever would ; T was not fully satisfied.
Some things were made very mani-
fest to me, others I could not com-
prehend. He preached a funeral
sermon once, in which the doctrine
of eternal judgment was dwelt upon
considerably ; this I received, and
many a time in Council have I heard
him develop the principle so plainly
that it would have been a sin against
light and knowledge for me to have
rejected it, therefore I treasured it up
in my own heart. Many and many a
time he would go right along develop-
ing principle without ever alludirg to
the Scriptures, while my own know-
ledge of them would bring passage
after passage to my mind in corrobo-
ration of that which he was advancing.
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When he said it was the privilege
of the Latter-day Saints to be bap-
tized for their dead, I remembered
the words of Paul, “ Else what shall
they do which are baptized for the
dead if the dead rise not at all ? why
are they then baptized for the dead #*
and when he spoke upon the principle
of preaching to the spirits in prison,
it flashed across my mind, as quick
as lightning, that the Savior did that
between the time of His crucifixion
and resurrection. The analogy of
the thing struck me with such force
that I could not get it out of my
mind. And so scripture after serip-
ture and testimony after testimony
come to my mind, proving that the
principles he advarced were true.
But had I ever thought of them, or
had the Christian world for ages?
No, not until Joseph revealed them.
The Catholics, even for praying for
the deliverance of the dead from
purgatory, were scouted and ridi-
culed, yet this principle of adminis-
tering for the spirits in prison was
unfolded to my mind, and in and of
itself was great and glorious. Said
I, if they who were disobedient could
be administered to by the Savior of
the world, how much more reasonable
is it to suppose that they can be ad-
ministered for, who have not been
disobedient, but who have died
without a knowledge of the gospel ?
This seemed reasonable and consistent
to me, and the principle was sus-
tained by the Scriptures of divine
truth which I had been taught to
believe from my youth up. When
the apostle used the expression—* If
the dead rise not, then why are ye
baptized for the dead,” he was in-
stracting the Church at Corinth on
the principle of the resurrection,
some of them apparently having been
embued with the doctrine of the
Sadducees whodenied the resurrection
of the dead. I saw the reason and
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mpriety of the expressi I never
comprehended it before; I did

not know God, wnor His Son Jesus
Christ, nor the relationship that we,
His children, bear to Him. That is
the condition of the Christian world
at the present day. They do not
comprehend God, themselves, their
past, nor their future.

These principles have come to us
by revelation through the Prophet
Joseph. There may be those here
who hﬁ.?e not received these princi-
ples ; it will do no harm to talk upon
that awhile, and it may not harm
those who have. They are incontro-
vertiblee. =~ Arguments to suostain
them can be adduced if necessary,
but I do not think they need it.
Still it has a tendency to open up
the mind and prepare it to receive
those principles which have been
made manifest in this our day for the
salvation and exaltation of mankind.
It showed to me that there was a
work to be done, and that the time,
so long talked of for its accomplish-
ment, was hastening on. I saw that
there was a necessity for it, for truly
all people seemed to me to be blinded
concerning the things of God. Like
the Jews at the appearance of the
Savior, they multiplied words, made
long prayers, made great pretensions
in religions matters, but their hearts
were far from God. The fact of
some of the Jews denying the resur-
rection, after hearing the Savior and

his Apostles elucidate 1t so ﬂ]E‘ﬂTIF‘.'l

proves to me that they were nearly if |

not quite as ignorant with regard to |

the things of God as the bhnstlan
world at the present day. They read
the Seriptures without understanding,
they administered in the ordinances
without power, and they changed the
ordinances, substituting one thing for
another, t.hmkmg the change wquld,

doubtless, answer thesame purposeand |

suit theu: convenience a little better.
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It was thus that schisms crept into
the church, and men began to rea-

son themselves oat of the principles

of their most holy faith, as was
touched upon here a short time ago
by the President. I can see how
this parity of reasoning would carry
men off. To illustrate for a moment.
We say that Jesus died for all man-
kind, thﬂ.t his blood was shed for
everyhody, but will this save them
unless they comply with the require-
ments of the gospel? Why, no
Some say that the doctrine of one
being born to be saved and of another
being born to be damned would set
that aside. That is the extreme
view. Others come along and say,
“If men’s salvation depends upon
their actions, where is the need of
the atonement, for with all the effi-
cacy of the atonement men cannot be
saved without repenting of evil, and
if they do this they will be saved
anyhow.”

This is fallacions reasoning. Jesus
died that all might live, As we read
in the Scriptures, “As in Adam all
die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive.” Fvery son and daughter
of Adam may be saved if they will
live according to the principles of the
gospel.  Salvation is within the
reach of every human being, because
the restitution is as good as the fall.
Here is the platform, and if men are
not saved it is their own fault, The
plan of salvation devised by our
Father in heaven is amply sufficient
to reach the whole of the human
family. He will be justified and we
condemned, if we do not receive the
principles of the gospel. We can
receive the principles of the gospel
with its virtues and the attributes of
God, or we can go on in the practice
of evil until we go down to death
and destruction, if we choose.

Here comes another man, however,
who reasons that the virtnes and
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attributes of God are what make God,
and that without these attributes He
would not be God, heuce that the
attributes alone are God. Do you
not see how fallacious this reasoning
is? What is a principle without
being acted upon? It is no more
than the iron in the ore, it is inert
and dead. Of what benefit are prin-
ciples in the abstract, however good
they may be? They are of no
benefit to humanity unless manifested
through organized intelligence. Food
when appropriated to its natural use
imparts vigor to the system, but un-
appropriated it 1is comparatively
worthless. The same is trme of
water and other beverages—they are
good to quench thirst if rightly used,
otherwise they are of little value. By
partaking of the Spirit of God,
our thirst for knowledge will be
satisfied, and it will be within us as
a well of water springing up to eter-
nal lives. But if we partake not of
that Spirit we will sink, and our
course will be continually downward.
Hence we see, that in and of itself]
the attribute is no more than the
iron in the ore, to be beneficial it
must he developed by use. If there
is a disposition in me to live accord-
ing to good and true principles, they
are bound to elevate and exalt me,
just the same as the growth of a
child is promoted by proper supplies
of nutritious food, whereas if 1t did
not partake of this food it would
starve and die. It is just so in spi-
ritual matters. It is not in those
matters themselves, but in the indi-
vidual, and the capacity of the indivi-
dual who receives and applies them
to his own use, and practices upon
them, that they are calculated in
their nature to elevate and exalt
him,

Such views as I have referred to,
do away with God entirely; they do
away with the Savior and the virtue
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of the atonement. ~They are worse
than infidelity. They turn things
completely around. Men advancing
them say if such things had been so
so and so, other things would have
been so and - so. For instance,
“ What would have been the condi-
tion of the world of mankind if the
Savior had not died?” 1 do not
know anything at all about it. It
was in the plan devised in the
councils of the Gods before man was
brought forth to inherit the earth.
One came with, and as a consequence
of, the other. 1 do not know what
the condition of man would have

been if the Savior had not died. Ido
not suppose man would have been

here if that had not been part of the
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arrangement. It is not a supposable
case with me. I take things as they
are. The Lord has arranged it, and

if I do not like His arrangement it
will not make any difference to Him,
though with mankind generally it
might. It is for me to submit to
the arrangement as I find it, having
faith and confidence that it is the
best and the only way for us, as the
children of God, lo walk in, that we
may obtain salvation and exaltation
in His kingdom.

Do you suppose that our heavenly
Father would have sent us through
this probation of sin, trial, misery,
and death, if it would have been as
well for us to have stayed in our spi-
ritual state in the eternal world 7 I
do not suppose any such thing, but I
believe there is a wise purpose in
sending uvs to pass through this
mortal state, and that was so well
understood by our spirits, that they
were willing to come and run all
risks, and descend below all things,
that they might have the privilege of
rising above all things. The prinei-
ple of the thing is plain, beautifal,
and correct to my mind. I begin to
understand my origin and the pur-
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pose of God my Father in sending
me to this state of existence, and
the relationship in which I stand to
Him.

To those called to mourn the de-
parted who have died in the faith,
these principles are a seurce of great
censolation ;  their contemplation
causes the heart to bound with joy
and exultation, and to rejoice in God
and the holy gospel which He has
revealed. You can bear testimony
to this as well as I ean. You had no
knowledge pertaining to the princi-
ples of salvation, the knowledge of
God and things pertaining to eternal
life, until you received it throngh the
gospel.  The sectarians of the
Christian world, although they are
professedly engaged in the promulga-
tion of these things, are as ignorant
in relation to them as the beasts that
perish. They do not know anything
about the principles of salvation, and
they are so prejudiced that they will
not be taught; they ignore the only
source whence they can be obtained
in these days, because it is unpopular,
and they will be damned, becanse
great is the sin of unbelief, As it
was with the Jews in the days of the
Savior, so it is now with the Chris-
tian world. Light is offered them,
and they reject it, and this will be
their condemnation. It was said
anciently that no good thing could
come out of Nazareth, and to-day
the Christians say that no good thing
can come from the “Mormons” or
from Joseph Smith. By and by
they will find that a great many good
things can come from just such a
source.

That is the way the Lord works.
He takes the poor weak things of the
earth to confound those who are wise
and mighty in their own estimation.
God will have the glory, it is His
right. He will accomplish His
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due time. It is His right to do so,
and to have the glory and the honor
of it. If the Lord were to choose
those who are great and wise, accord-
ing to the notions of the world, they
would want to dispute with Him be-
cause of their great attainments, and
they would claim the honor for this
and for that, and would say that such
a man should be canonized because of
his holy and righteous life, and great
honor should be paid to another be-
cause of his learning, and because he
has divulged so many things. If the
Lord were to reveal principles of
trath to such men they would claim
the honor, and would make merchan-
dize of the gospel. Some may in-
quire how I know this? I know it
by what they have done and are
doing. They are selling men's souls
and their own for filthy lucre’s sake.
There is a scramble among the clergy
for the loaves and fishes. They will
take children and make ministers of
the gospel of them without any
authorized ordination, and whether
the Lord wants them or not, no mat-
ter whether their minds are touched
with the principles of truth or not,
provided they become learned in the
law and have Rev. or D.D. appended
to their names. Such things are
abominable in the sight of Heaven!
It is not likely that the Lord would
avail Himself of such people to make
known His law to the children of
men. There iIs no room in such
hearts for Him to make an impression
upon. It is a great deal more likely
that He would select such a one as
Joseph Smith, who was free from
tradition, and on whose mind He
could make an impression as easily
as He could with a pen on a piece of
white paper—an honest, sincere soul,
seeking the way of eternal life. Itis
far more reasonable to me to suppose
that the Lord could make an impres-
sion on such natures, than that He
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could on learned doectors of the
law.

The prophet has said that when
this thing came forth, the poor and

the meek of the earth should rejoice |

in the Holy One of Israel. They do,
they have rejoiced in Him. This
pel commends itself to their un-
derstanding, whether 1t does to the
understanding of the rich and learned
or not. They whose understandings
have been touched with the princi-
ples of salvation have enjoyed a great
privilege, and our elders who go
forth can teach the whole world the
way of life and salvation. It is that
which makes them bold to stand up
in any place, for they know that if
the people will heed their teachings
they can lead them into the celestial
Kingdom of God. I was bold to de-
clare this to the elders while abroad
in the nations, in order to strengthen
and encourage them, for they know
more than any other set of men on
the face of the earth, pertaining to
the things of God and eternal life.
Therefore 1 encourage them to stand
up in all confidence, trusting in God,
and declare the things they had re-
ceived, and I assured congregation
after congregation, when attending
conference where the elders were, that
if they would listen to the teachings
and principles which the elders wounld
unfold to them, they would lead them
into the celestial Kingdom of God.
It becomes the Latter-day Saints,
then, to live so that they may show
by their good works that they do be-
lieve in these glorious prmmplea, and
that they will cleave to them with
full purpose of heart. This course
will increase faith, which is the source
and root of power; it will give con-
fidence in God and in the principles
~of the gospel. When a man has gone
before the Lord and prayed for the
recovery of the sick, and his prayer

has been answered, can he not go a '

i

second time with more confidence ?
Most assuredly; and if he continues
to live a pure and virtuous life, keep-
g himself from the cuntammatmnﬂ
uf the wicked and ungodly, he will go
on step by step, continually increasing
in fmth in God and the things of
eternal life. The world is full of sin,
miquity, contamination, and every-
thing that is calculated to destroy
man’'s existence here on the earth.
And what does Christianity, in its
present phase, accomplish for the
redemption of the human family ?
Has not wickedness continued to ine
crease, until now it pervades all
classes of society, and it is impossible
to stem the torrent? Look at thoss
who are numbered with the Christian
world, they are but a small portion
of the people on the face of the earth,
and then, again, how few of them
believe, or even profess to believe in
t the principles of Christianity. There
are a few sects,’bnt a great number
of people do not join themselves to
any of them, though, as I have al-
ready said, they are just as well
without. Then, how uncharitable in
those few sectarians to believe that
they are the only ones in the way of
eternal life! The *“ Mormons” are
sometimes accused of being unchari-
table, but the fact is, “ Mormonism ”
will save all who can be saved.
Then a large portion of the sec-
tarian world do uot believe in many
of the principles I have referred to
pertaining to the plan of salvation.
For instance, they do not believe that
anything can be done for a man after
death, although he may have died
without a knowledge of the gospel.
Look what myriads would be debarred
from salvation through this alone,
acco

|

rding to popular religious notions,
There are the Baptist and Presbyte-
rian churches, that number but a few
thousands on the earth, and yet ac-
cording to their theories nearly
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everybody but themselves must be
damned and go to hell. It is the
same with the Catholics. Take them
all combined, and there are but a few
millions on the earth who call them-
selves Christians, and yet, in their
midst and numbered with them, ex-
cept in Catholic countries, are the old
and the young, and, in fact, a ma-
jority of all classes, who never attach
themselves to any church, and these
latter, according to the doctrine of
their orthodox brethren, will be
damned. In Catholic countries the
majority of the women belong to the
church, and the children, too, until
they reach maturity, when they be-
come infidel, and when, instead of
attending church on a Sunday morn-
ing, they spend their time in restau-
rants. In the afternoon, males and
females all spend their time in enjoy-
ment, going to balls, races, restau-
rants, &c. In countries where the
Protestants and Dissenters prevail
they make more profession in relation
to the observance of the Sabbath. A
great many faithfully attend church,
while others stay at home or go out
riding, or on excursions, or otherwise
enjoy themselves.

I have heard men standing at the
corners of streets praying for their
sinful brethren—for one who had
been on an excursion, perhaps,
spending his time on the Sabbath in
pleasme ; and for mercy on another
man who had been beating his wife;
pleading for the Lord to have mercy
on this and on that class of what they
termed »sinners, and saying that all
these would be consigned to eternal
torments unless He did have mercy
on them, though they are denomi-
nated Christians, in the general
classifications, and that all but the few
who believed as they did, whether
such ever heard the uunta*actad creeds
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taught by them or not, would be
doomed to hell to suffer throngh all
eternity ; and this they say because
of their illiberal ideas and unchari-
table notions. But the gospel of
Jesus teaches us, that while those
sinners whom they prayed for must
repent of their sins and do right, as
well as those who, like the Pharisees,
prayed for them at the street corners,
all the human family who ever did,
do now, or will yet live upon the
earth, may be saved if they will obey
the principles of the gospel, except
such as have been “ once enlightened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, and have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, ” for “if they shall
fall away ” it is impossible “ to renew
them again unto repentence, seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son of
God afresh, and put him to an open
shame.” But to all will the gospel
be preached, if they are in the flesh
that they may act for themselves,
and if they are in the spirit world,
that they may be administered for in
this world, “ that they may be judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.”

¢ | This shows that, after all, the princi-

ples which the “Mormons” have
embraced are calculated to save more
of the human family than any other
known to men on the earth. Then
how can they call us uncharitable ?
They cannot without injustice.

' May God bless us and help us to
be faithful, and to pass along from
knowledge to knowledge, and from
virtue to virtue, practising those
things through our lives which are
c&lculabed to exalt us eventually o
the presenice of our heavenly Father,
which is my prayer in the name of
Jesus. Amen,



