JOURNAL uF DISCOUKRSBKES.

-

ReMARKS by Elder George A. Smith, delivered wn the Tabernacle, Salt Lale City
October Tth, 1867. |

[REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS. ]

CONDITION OF TIIR SAINTS IN GREAT BRITAIN,

There are, at the present time, in
Great Britain ten or twelve thousand
Saints, some of whom have been
members of the Church for twenty
or twenty-five years. They have
contributed of their scanty means to
feed the Elders and to help to emi-
grate their brethren and sisters, and
in many cases many of them have

gone without their meals and beds to

make the Elders comfortable, and
now they are without the means to
gather with the Saints here in the
mountains,

There are a great many brethren,
probably some are liere to-day, who,

in years past, have been assisted to

this country by the Perpetnal Emi.-
gration Fond, to which fund there is
now duoe from individuals assisted
about nine hundred thousand dollars.
I wish to call the attention of this
class of individuals to the condition
of the poor Saints abroad. There
are many Saints here who, before
gathering home, have said to their
brethren and sisters in the old world
—* When we get to Zion, if God
blesses us, we will remember youn and
do the best we can to aid you to
emigrate.” A great many persons
have failed to keep their promise,
and their friends back feel that they
are forgotten and mneglected. In
many instances, no doubt, Elders
while on missions have promised to
assist those who have treated them

with kindness and divided their mor-

sel with them. I want to bring
these things to the consideration of
all our brethren. They should re-
member that onr brethren and sisters
in the old countries labor under the
disadvantage of the prejudice against
Mormoaism,
ness men, who are under the influ-
ence of the priests of the day, are
unwilling to extend the same kindness
and facilities for labor to the Latter-
day Saints that theydotoother persons.
Besides these disadvantages, many of
our brethren there have to work for
a shilling, eighteen pence, or two
shillings # day, as the case may be,
and out of this have to pay house
rent, buy fuel, clothing, and every
necessary of life for their families,
and 1n some cases, perhaps, they have
a sick father or mother to sustain out
of their mere pittance, which is
barely enough to keep life in their
bodies. Our brethren, who have had
the benefit of the emigration fund,
should remember that their first daty,
to God and themselves, is to liquidate
these liabilities with the very first
means they acquire after their arrival
here ; and that if they go on accumu-
lating cattle, horses, honses, and
lands, and these debts remain unpaid,
they are robbing the poor and the
needy. This is a matter about which
the brethren should not feel neglect-
ful or careless. Those who will come
forward and honorably discharge

| their liabilities to the Perpetual

Employers and bausi-
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.1 ﬁaxdhghk ‘ha in thaﬁ'eas of
. every persow 'lmﬂ‘ llﬂb!lltlﬁﬁ of

I uudmm ﬂmt over there, there
are hundreﬂn of sisters who are de-

" termined to remain single until they

reach Zion, and there are men in our
midst, and some of them indebt to
the Pe'l'pebunl Emigration Fand, who

are able to send for a dozen or two of

these sisters; they ought to bring
them to this country and place them
where they can marry according to
their wishes. May the blessings of
heaven be ‘upon us that we may be
able to gather all our brethren and
sisters frum the old world.

I appeal to the sons and daug hters
of Zion to be awake to this ﬂubjmt
Amen, |

Im by L'Mer Erasius Snow, dekuerfd in the Tabtmclr Salt Lake City,
| October 8th, 1867. .
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I am 1
last referred to by President Young
—the prolangation of life and tha
reservation of health caunnot be-
over-rated.  This is.one of the sub-
jects relating to our temporal welfare
that received the early attention of
the Prophet Josepk, and the revela.
tion commonly called the Word of
Wisdom has been before the people
for over thirty years. 1 feel assared
that a word on this sabject kindly
spoken by our President is a prompt-
ing from on bigh, and I hﬁieva that |
every true Elder in Israel will bear
witness that this is ﬁawoﬂao{' the
pndpmdhgm in
@ity as well as thm the
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one aubjmi requtrm pecia
attention. Not to make it a hobby
te the exclusion of everything e!se,
so as to disgust the people, but in
the troe spirit of the Gospel seek
to being this matier home to the
hearts and understandings of the
peovle of their réspective wards and
settlements. Feel after those who

'may be stupid and ignorant, who do

not come to meeting, and do not re-
ceive the spirit of this Conference.
Let the Bishops and others in
authority endeavor through their
teachers and otherwise to search ont
such individuals, and dig round about
them, and prone them that they ma
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perchance hnng forth frait.
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