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‘CO-OPERATION—MERCHANDIZING AND PRODUCTIVE BUSINESSES—DOINCG
THE LORD'S WILL.

After our usnal custom we have
met in a general council of the church
to receive instruction in those things
which are necessary for the govern-
ment and well-being of the people,
and to be instructed in that which is
calculated to promote our best in-
terests. At our Conferences a general
interchange of thought and feeling
in the midst of Israel takes place.
At these meetings we receive great
blessings; rich treasures of know.
ledge and understanding are opened
tp, and made known to the people
throughout the valleys of the moun.
tains. We come here to be instructed;
we gather from the nations of the
earth that we may be taught in the
ways of the Lord and that we may
learn to walk in His paths.

We can see a glorious future before
us; we can dwell upon the words of
the holy prophets and picture to our-
selves great things in time to come
concerning the beauty and glory of
Zion, when she shall be built up. We
can talk of exaltations in the King-
dom of God, of thrones, dominions,
principalities, and powers, but how
are we going to attain to these things?
It seems as though, when we receive
the Gospel and our hearts are lit up
with the spirit of truth, we expect,
without any particular effort on our
part, at some time in the future, to
attain to these great excellencies and
glories. We are a good deal like

|

children. We tell them of reading
and writing, but they will never be
able to do either, unless they take
the trouble to learn. We often hear
it said that if we wish to have a
heaven we shall have to create it for
ourselves. There is consideraktle
trath in this. In the days of Joseph
could he have accomplished with this
people what can now be accomplished
in the days of Brigham? No; it
would have been impossible. I re-
member hearing him talk, and seeing
his endeavours to establish merchan.-
dizing on a similar footing to that
which has been recently introduced
among the Saints; but there were
difficulties in the way. :
In those days there was a tendency
of feeling that each should share alike
in everything, so much so that it was
impossible for any man to do business
in the mercantile line. A good brother
who was needy would think it was
selfish if he could not go to a store
and get what he wanted without pay-
ing the money for it. It was a good
deal so when we first came here. Let
a brother commence the mercantile
business, and the first thing he knew
his whole capital stock was credited
out to the brethren. He could not
refuse to credit a brother. O, no! if
he did it was said at once that he was
selfish and was no friend to the poor.
I have never seen the tinie when co-

operation could have been established
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in the midst of the people until the
present. Some will dounbtless find
fault with it now; but we do not ex-
pect to be clear of fault-finders. We
have to be instracted; and the Lord
has been merciful and kind. He has
sought all the day long to train us in
the way we should go. We never
can learn the principles pertaining to
the buildiug up of the Kingdom of
God while scattered ahrnad hence,
the necessity of gathering tugether
that we may be instructed in the
ways of the Lord.

There is a great tendency among
the people to go into the business of
traﬂmg, and to shun the more labori-
ous pursuits and avoeations of life.
A great many seem to think that
trading or merchandizing is more
genteel, and that it is more gentle-
manly not to learn some profitable
trade or business. A considerable
number who have been engaged in
mercantile pursnits, owing to this
change in our system of business,
will no doubt be thrown out of em-
ployment; they will have to seek
other avocations. Some persons who
possess capital will have to seek other
avenues in which to invest that capi-
tal. In a new country like this there
1s a variety of ways open to them for
its safe and profitable investment.

A man may invest hundreds of
thousands of dollars in goods and
put them on his shelves, and in his
warehouses, and dispose of them again
to other parties; but what does such
a man produce or create with his
means that is beneficial to his fellow
creatures 7 Nothing; it is merely
an interchange. It is nuseful and :e-
cessary in its way and place, and it
1s all well enough; but sofficient
should be done and no more than sof-
ficient. Trading is overdone; there
are too many employed in this kintl

of business; they should seek employ-{

ment in some other way, and find
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other channels for investing their
capital that are better calculated to
produce something from the earth,
and bring forth from the elements
that which is necessary for the com-
fort and well-being of man and beast.
Just think how many things could
be raised and mannfactured here,
that, if we had them to.day, would
fetch very remunerative prices. Bat-
ter, for instance, thgy at the present
time is selling for a dollar and a
guarter a pound, in a country like
this should not bring more than
twenty-five cents. Cheese the same.
These two articles are imported twelve
or fifteen huondred miles, and then
the Territory is not near supplied.
Wool and flax, too, might be raised
profitably ; not near enough of these
1s raised ; and in these articles our
surplus means might be safely and
profitably invested. There is not
near enough grain raised in the Ter-
ritory. Wheat is selling to-day at
four dollars a bushel, when it should
not be more than half that price, and
even then would well remunerate the
producer. It is so with every other
article gf onr own consumption and
that is required for the sustenance of
our animals; and the same may be
said of the animals themselves. Stock
raising offers a profitable avenue for
the investment of means. Here are
many avenues in which they, who
have been overturned in their mer-
cantile pursuits, can invest their
means, which will pay larger profits,
and which are far less liable to fluctu.
ation, becanse mercantile pursurs are
often subject to great depression
through being overdone, or through
scurcity of money and other causes.
If a person has a farm lLis produce
will keep until he can obtain remune-
rative prices, and he is more free and
independent than the merchant ; for
the earth being his banker, he is not
called upon to meet his bills and
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vbligations by any particular and
specified time, as the merchant is.
By turning our sttention in these
directions our capital may be safely
and profitably invested, and many
who are now but little better than
idlers in Israel might be remunera-
tively employed.

I should say let every young man,
and woman too, learn some way to
procare their owm subsistence, and
to promote their own independence;
this is incumbent upon all. No per-
son should be above learning some
useful occupation, trade, or business
that is calculated to produce some-
thing for his own and the general
benefit.
articles are imported here that might
just as well be made in our midst,
and if' they were made here it wonld
render us, as a people, a great deal
more Independent and comfortable
than we are now. That man only is
truly rich who knows how to pro-
vide for himself and his household.
I do not care how much means he
has in his possession, he only is in.
dependent who has the means of su -
sistence within himself, who has the
capability of going forth, and, by
his own industry, drawing from the
clements those things which are ne-
cessary for his own subsisience,

I remember reading an anecdote of
Stephen Girard and of a young man
he had had in his employment a long
time, who had received somg en-
couragement, and had large expecta-
tions from him, that when he had
attained his majority he wonld set
bim vp in business. When that time
arrived, instead of giving the young
man a draft for a certain amount of
money, he told him to go and serve
an apprenticeship to some useful
trade, by which, in case of a reverse
of fortune, he would be enabled to
earn his own subsistence. The young
man went and bound himself to a

Hundreds and thousands of |
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cooper and learned that trade. In a
year'’s time he went back to his
patron with a barrel of his own make.
The old gentleman examined the
barrel, and asked the price he counld
afford them at, and was told “a dollar
each.,” Mr. Girard said it was a
good artic'e, and worth the money,
and if he conld make as good barrels
as that for that price, he had insured
to himself a living in any event that
might happen. For his obedience in
going and learning a trade as the
old gentleman had directed liim, he
was rewarded with a check for twenty-
five thousand dollars to set him up
in business.

In case of any reverse of fortune
this man had something to full back
upon. I have always thought this
was a very good principle to act upon.
I would like to see all of our young
men learn some useful trade or occu-
pation which would produce for them
an honourable living by their own
industry ; and if they acquire this in
early life, habits of industry and order
become natural.

By industry we thrive; industry,
in the mechanical and agricultural
pursuits, 18 the foundation of our in-
dependence, and they who obtain a
livelihood by habits of industry are
far more honourable members of so-
ciety than they who live by their wits.

I heard recently of a city that the
outsiders are endeavouring to start,
called Corinne, which it is said is to
be the great city of the interior West,
Who are going there to expend their
labour? Can cities be built without
labour? I think not. I have no
idea that a great city will be built in
the location designated, unless a dif-
ferent class of people go there than
is to be found in such places generally.
[ have no doubt that the soil isrich,
and that by industry the elements
necessary for the bwlding up of a
great city could be developed. But
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any person who expects that a large
city i8 going to be reared without
industry and hard labour reckons
without his host. There may be a
rush there, for a short time, of specu-
lators, loafers, and mwdiea; but 'if
these are the only classes of people
who go there—as there is good reason
to believe—this great city that is to
be, like others of the same class, will
soon die ont, and the people be ucat-
tered to some other places.

Can men be industrious and follow
the various avoeations and pursuits
of life and still be servants of God ?
Yes, such things are conducive to
good morals. It is said that an idle
brain is the workshop of the devil,
and it is far more likely to be so
than the brain of a person who is
occupied with some useful ewploy-
ment. Can a person work on the
railroad, for instarce, and be asso-
ciated with the wicked without being

contaminated by them? O yes, if’

he is so disposed. An elder of Is-
rael shquld wrap himself as with a
mantle, from sin, whether he goes to
preach the Gospel to a wicked world,
or whether he goes to labour among
the wicked. Such a man will lose
nothing, but he will gain the esteem
even of the wicked themselves, by
being faithful and true to his ealling,
keeping the commandments of God,
and observing the Word of Wisdom ;
and no matter what society he may
be in he will be respected, and will
be far more likely to be so for the
strict observance of the principles of
the religion he professes than he will
be if he does not observe them. I
do not know that it is any excuse for

a man to smoke, chew, drink whisky,

take the name of God in vain, swear,

or drink tea or coffee because he

mingles with those who do such
things. Do yon think your associates
would respect you the more for it?
No, not a whit; but they would re-

spect you more for not doing snch
things. ‘They would have greater
confidence in you, and if they had
mouney they wished to entrust to the -
care of any one, they would sooner
entruost 1t to the care of a man who
was faithfal to the principles of his
religion than to their associates who
get drunk, gamble, swear, and com-
mit every abomination.

This people have been awakened
to a sense of their duty in keeping -
the Word of Wisdom, yet many of .
them think it a sufficient excuse for
them to use hot drinks, if they hap--
pen to be where others use them; in
this way they are falling back to the

' use of tobacco, and are smoking their

pipes or cigars, and are drinking tea
and coffee or a little whisky now and
again, and are letting those old habits
grow on them again. This is wrong;
they should not do it. I mention
this in order to stir up your pure
minds by way of remembrance. We
should not forget that we have en-
tered into covenant not to do so.
Latter-day Saints should remember
that there is not a day, hour, or mo-
ment in which they ean afford to lay
aside the armour of righteousness;
there is no time but what the adver-
sary is at their elbows ready to enter
in, take hold, and lead them into for-
bidden paths. It is and ever has
been a struggle with this people to
trample the wickedness of the world
ander their feet. It rises before us
continnally and we are never withont
it. We do not expect to be without
it in our midst if this is the kingdom
of God. I'suppose Jesus had as good
an idea of what coustituted the king-
dom of God as any of us, and he

said 1t was like a net cast into the

sea which brought forth all kinds
both good and bad ; therefore let no
one say this cannot be the kingdom
of God because there are some who
are not righteous in our midst. DBe-
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eause the wicked and unrighteous are
in the world, must we be partakers
of their wickedness? By no means;
it 13 not at all necessary that it should
be so. Let us endeavour to eradicate
from our own bosoms all sin. Itis
not a matter of enthusiasm, to last
for an hour,a day or a week and
then die out; it is in this way that
people forget God and do wickedly.
You know that the Seriptures inform
us that they who do wickedly, and
all the nations who forget God, shall
be turned into hell. The paths of
virtue and truth are the paths of
peace. The paths of union, that the
leaders of this people are striving
incessantly to introduce among us,
are calculated to create excellence,
greatness and power in our midst.
By pursuing these paths we shall
grow in every virtue and excellence
until we shall attain to those great
glories that are for the faithful, abont
which we sing and pray, and the
contemplation of which always lights
up our minds with so mach joy and
bliss. By faithfully observing the
counsels given to us we shall actaally
come into possession of these things
as naturally as a child, by constant
instruction, comes to attainments in
learning. It will be done by gaining
item by item, by living our holy re.
ligion day by day, hour by hoar, and
all the ume.

Blessed is that person, man and
woman, who can retain, from youth
up, a good, holy and righteous influ-
ence; who bhave never committed
an overt act, preserving themselves
righteously before the Lord in all
; faith and conscience all the
-days of their lives. I say blessed

-are such persons. Persons are liable |

“to be overtaken in liquor; but in
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Lord is gathering His Saints toge-
ther. Why, if every man and woman
who gathers to Zion were determined
to follow their oxn ways, the state
of things that exists in the world
would soon be established here, and
the object of the Lord, in gathering
His people together, would be frus-
trated. Yet there are many people
bere who cannot see this; and they
feel themselves infringed upon. Why,
such persons are greater than the
Saviour of the world in their own
estimation! He came here to do his
Father's will, and in his greatest
agony he prayed that the cup might
be taken from him, if it were possible,
“ Nethertheless,” he said, * not my will,
but Thine be done.” His own will
was swallowed up in the will of his
Father; and yet we, poor, miserable
mortals can stick up our noses and
say, “We will do as we please,” if
anything is brought forth by the in-
spiration of the Almighty that seems
to ent oar corners. Are we a band
of brethren, standing shon]der to
shoulder under the banner of Emanuel
—bhim who said, * Let not my will,
but Thine be done?” If we are, we
shall walk in the path marked out
for us by the Captain of our salva-
tion. “Jh!” says one, “I think I
understand, comprehend, and know
better than any one else; I am not
going to do as such a one tells me—
my Bishop, President, or some one
else in authority over me; he does
not know as much as I do.” Per.-
haps not, the sequel will show who
know most.

If we have a proper conception of
the counsels given to us, we shall
never utter such sentiments, or let
them have place in our hearts. It is
difficalt sometimes to get into our

Zion we should be free from these  ears snd hearts what is reqnired of

practices to a far

greater extent than | us, hence the amount of instruction

in the world. It is to overcome the | that has to be given to the people.
-evils that exist in the world that the /It was years and years before we got
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the people to take hold of the Word
of Wisdom. There have been such
things as reformations in the midst
of the people cf God, I suppose be-
cause of the proneness of the people
to relapse into the ways of the world.
Hence, it becomes necessary every
once in a while to arouse Israel %o a
sense of their daties, that they may
sustain the Kingdom of God.

There are a great many people whe
cannot see the Kingdom of -God, al-
thongh the évents, long since furetokl,
which shonld transpire in eonnexion
with that Kingdom are actually tran-

spiring before their eyes. The people
of the world are blind, they cannot

see the Kingdom; and a great many:

Saints, and pretty good at that, who

should see the Kingdom of Heaven-

in the introduction of a new principle;
oftentimes fail to do so. Is the
Word of Wisdom of the Kingdom of
Heaven? Yes. Is co-operation of
the Kingdom of Heaven? Yes. Is
union in the midst of this people of
the Kingdom of Heaven? Yes. Is
the one-man power, with which the
world find' talk
about so much, o
Heaven? Yes, if God is oar Father
and is at the head of it, it is. Then
why should there be so much dread
and fear of the Lord establishing His
government in the world? Did it
ever do anybody any harm? O, no.
Did it ever do anybody any good, or
15 it calcunlated in its nature to do
anybody any good ? Yes, the greatest
good. Then why so much dread and
tear of it? Because the people can-
not see the Kingdom of God in it.
But is it not very far from them;
God is not very far from them, nor
from any of us,and His work is esta-
blished and is transpiring right before
our face and eyes. The government
of God is being established on the
earth, and the world does not know
it; yet it is like a city set on a hill
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for everybody to gaze uwpon and in-
vestigate. Yet they treat it as if it
were of no moment to them. Time
will show that it is of the utmost
importance to them. Let no person
pass it by as an idle tale, for time
will disclose that it is of the utmost
importance to every son and daughter
of Adam. They had better, at least,
give it a passing notice and investi-
gate it with honesty of purpose. Our
hopes for the present and future, our
happiness and prosperity, and even
existence itself, are bound up in the
Kingdom and government of God.
What else is there now upon the face
of the earth but what has a tendency
to destruction ? Look at the stream
of vice and corruption that is flowing

‘on, bearing its votaries to the gulf of

despair. ~ Who can stem the torrent ?
People can see it, but can they stop
it? No, it/ bears them along on its
surface, and they are lost for ever,
Is it not time that some standard
should be erected on the earth, around
which those who are disposed to do

‘right, may rally, where they will be

safe from this t gulf-stream of

dom of | destruction ? - IBtE?lk it is time, be-

cause the Lord has thought so, and
He has commenced His wurk‘; He
has erected His standard, and is call-
ing ti the people and pointing the
way to safety. Not that He or any
one else expects this stream to be
checked or stopped in its mad career;
it will bear its onward course until,
finally, it finds its depths. But we
may save one here and another there,
and so the Lord may get to Himself
a people. It is like being snatched
as brands from the burning. He will
bring them to a place WhEI‘H they
can be instructed. This has been
the case with us. The Lord has
brought us together and He is seek-
ing to lustruct us, that we and our
children after us may escape those
great evils which are so prevalent in
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the world. I need not mention them,
they are patent to the eyes of all.
The people have forgotten God ; they
do not not know His ways, although
there are many well-intentioned people
who are secking to do their duty and
are living in the hope of a blessed
reward hereafter. They will obtain
it, They are trying to stem the tor-
rent of evil as far as it is in their
power ; but they do not know * the
only true and wise God and Jesus
Christ whom He has sent,” * whom
to know is eternal life;” and another
evil is, they do not try to know Him,
or they would investigate and try to
find out God and His Kingdom.

The Lord is not responsible for all
the evil of which I have been speak-
ing, neither for all the diversities of
religion in the world. He created
man upright, but man has sought out
many inventions. If the people would
seek after the Lord and be content to
walk in His ways, do you think the

diversities in regard to religion that |

now exist would be known? By no
means; we shounld all come, then, to
a unity of the faith.

The Latter-day Saints have great
canse to rejoice, because they are
blessed above all other people. They
are learning the ways of the Lord;
. and more blessed are they still, if
they follow in them. They are laying
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be depended upon. God is their
author; He is at the helm. He1s
our Father and we may come to ex-
altation in His presence if we will
live for it; and in thigearthly proba-
tion we can be co-workers with Him
in the establishment of His kingdom
on the earth if we will serve Him
and keep His commandments. We
may come to Him on His own plat-

' form, on His own terms, but not on

our own. That is the trouble with
Christendom, and the world at large.
They are trying to make the Lord’s
ways corresponc with theirs. Why,
they would tear Him to pieces if
they could have their wishes carried:
out; they wonld dethrone Jehovah
and overturn His power and kingdom.

(Conld He exist if the world could

have their own way ? A great many
called Latter-day Saints feel a little
the same way; perhaps they do not
know it, but it amounts to no less.

' T have kuown people come for counsel

when they had their own minds made
up about the course they intended to
pursue. All they wanted was to re-
ceive counsel that corresponded with
If they received that,
all right ; otherwise 1t would not do.
All the world is atteris to try to make
the Lord come to their terms; He
cannot do 1t. |
It would be well for us, sometimes,

a foundation that will stand for ever. | if we could see a few of our own in-
There is no principle of virtue, truth, | consistencies, and what we require of

holiness and righteousness but what
is calculated to exalt man in time and
for ever and ever. Those who build
not on these principles are building
on sand, and their superstructure will
be washed away when the tempest
comes; while they who build on the
rock of trath will be able to with-
stand all opposition, and they will
eventually obtain that glory and ex-
altation that the Saints now talk
about.

These principles are true and can

the Lord. The plan of salvation is
amply sufficient to save to the atter-
most. How? In our own way?
No, in the way that the Lord has de-
vised. If we are saved in His King-
dom we shall have to bow to His
laws; we cannot be saved without.
He has a right to dictate; He has
done so, and it is for ns to do His
bidding. vy B

| We are blessed in having the living
oracles in our midst, and in having a
standard erected around which we .
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can rally. The Bible is good, and
we believe in 1t more than any other
people. The »Book of Mormon and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants
are the word of God, and they con-
tain many precious gems; every line
is full of knowledge, intelligence, and
truth, and is calculated to be a benefit
to us; but yet, above and far beyond
all, we have the living oracles in our
midst to tell us what to do to-day. A
great portion of the Scripture we have
was the living oracles to the people in
the day in which 1t was given, and

mighty. It was applicable to the
day in which it was given. We have
the living oracles in our midst to give
us that which is applicable to cur
day. Let us make our ways corre-
spond to the Lord’s, for we read that
“as high as the heavens are above
the earth so are His ways higher than

our ways, and His thoughts than our |

=

thoughts.” We are blessed in having

‘and keep
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His ways made known to us, because
He knows best. He has more know-
ledge and understanding and greater
ability, and can perform and accom-
plish more than any other power that
exists; and that people only may be
said to be blessed who walk in His
ways and do His bidding.

I feel sometimes as though I had
never lived, in reality, until I became
acquainted with the principles of the
Gospel ; I feel as though my whole
existence had been a waste. In ome

' sense it has. I did not know how to
it has become Scripture because it was |

given by the inspiration of the Al

serve God aceeptably in His sight.
I did mot comprehend righteounsness,
neither did I know how to sanctify
myself before Him. We are taught
that obedience is better than sacrifice,
therefore let us go to, brethren and
sisters, with onr mights to serve God
His commandments, so
shall we come, finally, to inherit those
blessings which are promisad to the
faithfal, which 1 pray we may ulti-
mately attain for Christ’s sake, Amen.
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GATHERING THE SAINTS— CONTINUOUS FAITHFULNESS—WOMEN AND
FASHIONS. '

-«1 understand ﬂmt many of the |

brethren and sisters in the old eoun-
try lent money to their friends now
here to assist them to emigrate ; quite
a number of letters have been sent,
stating thet those friends eovenanted

before leaving that they would repay
that means with the first money they
earned after arriving here, and that
they would also send more than they
had borrowed, in order to assist those
who had previously assisted them.



