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can attain o this only by adding
faith to faith, knowledge to know-
ledge, temperance to temperance,
patience to patience, and godliness to
godliness, and so increasing in the
principles of happiness and salvation.

We shall call upon the Elders to
speak to the congregation as they
assemble here from day to day, and
I hope and trust that the brethren
and sisters will treasure up in their
hearts the instructions that they re-
ceive, and that they will carry them
out in their lives. This Sanday re-
hgion that a great many of our
Christian brethren believe in and
practice, when their every.day life is
spent in selfishness and for self-
aggrandizement, will not do for the
Latter-day Saints; with us Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, F'ri-
day and Saturday must be spent to
the glory of God, as much as Sun.
day, or we shall come short of the
-object of our pursuit. Consequently
we must pay attention to the things
that we hear, and to the principles
of the religion that we have em-
braced in our faith, and seek diligently
to break up the prejudices and pre-
possessed notions and feelings that
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have woven themselves around nus
through the traditions of the fathers,
and endeavor to know and understand
as God knows, that we may do His
will. Cur traditions are so firmly
fixed in our feelings that it is almost
impossible to rise above, over-ride, or
get rid of them; they cling to us
like the affections of tender friends.
But we must learn to know the will
of God and do it, and let our tradi-
tions go, then we shall be blessed.

There are many things that we
shonld understand with regard to
ourselves and our children ; and when
the mind opens upon the vision of
life by the spirié of revelation, there
is not a person but what can see the
eternity of teaching yet to be im-
parted to the Saints.

I trust that we shall be edified and
rejoice together, and shall return
from this place sirengthened and
confirmed in our faith and hopes,
feeling that steadineas of nerve, by
the spirit of revelation, that we shall
not be wafted to and fro, imagining
a thousand things incorrect, and pass
by those doctrines and trutbs that
are calculated to exalt the human
family.
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I bave a requesi to make of the | our sisters, some of whom, [ see, are
door-keepers and of those brethren | occupying a few of the seats that we
who seat the congregation, as also of | usnally reserve for strangars. We
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should be very much pleased if the
sisters would fill up other parts of
the house first, and we would like
the brethren who seat the congrega-
tion, to see that the seats generally
occupied by strangers are held in
reserve to-day until the meeting
commences ;. then, if those for whom
they are reserved do not come to fill
them, they may be used by the sis-
ters. I hope this will be recollected
and observed.

As our brethren of the Twelve will
address us during the Conference, I
feel like giving them a few texts to
preach upon if they choose to do so.
i should have no objection to hear
them discourse upon union of action,
or concentration of faith and action,
or, as some call it, co-operation. That
18 one item. I would also like to
bear them give instruction with re-
gard to our traditions; instruction
on this subject is necessary all the
time. We must overcome them and
adopt the rules laid down in revela-
tion for the guidance of man’s life
here on the earth. If any of our
brethzen feel to speak upon this sub-
ject we should be very pleased to
hear them; if they are not disposed
to preach to the text,” they may
preach from it, as most ministers do.
I have heard very few ministers
preach to their texts, they generally
preach from them.

The education of our children is
worthy of our attention, and the in-
struction of the Elders from this
stand. It is a subject that should be
thoroughly impressed upon the minds
of parents and the rising generation;
and those who wish to preach from
this text may do so. And if they do
not feel to preach to the text, they
may preach from it.

The subject of the building of the
Temple is a very good one for occu.
pying a portion of the time. The
ordinances of the House of God are
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for the salvation of the human family.
We are the only ones on the earth at
the present time, that we have any
knowledge of, who hold the keys of
salvation committed to the children
of men from the heavens by the
Lord Almighty; and inasmuch as
there are those who hold these keys,
it is important that they should be
acted upon for the salvation of the
human family. The building of
Temples, places in which the ordi-
nances of salvation are administered,
1s necessary to carry out the plan of
redemption, and it is a glorious sub-
ject upon which to address the Saints.
The gathering of the House of Is-
rael is another text upon which the
brethren might address the Saints
with profit. 'We are in the midst of
Israel ; they are also scattered among
the nations of the earth. They are
mixed with all nations, especially the
tribe of Ephraim. These are to be
gathered out. We have Israel in
our midst; we live upon their land;
we have communion with them and
we are under the necessity of feeding -
and clothing them to a certain extent,
and to preserve peace with them at
present, until they come to a know-
ledge of the truth. I mean the lia-
manites, the aborigines of our country.
They are of the House of Israel.
Not least nor last, but one subject
that I would as soon hear treated upon
in this house as in any other place, is
the union of the sexes. We cannot go
into any town or little village ir the
Territory but we find quite a large
number of young people who have
arrived at a marriageable age and still
they remain single. ~ But this can be
accounted for to some extent. The
young man says, “I dare not marry
a wife, the fashions and customs of
the world prevail among the ladies
here to such a degree that I should
need a fortune to maintain one.”
The young lady says, “I don’t wish
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to marry unless I can find a
husband who can take care of me
and support me according to my idle
wishes.” By their acts only can
people be judged, and from observing
them we must conclude that the ideas
of the young men are too true, they
are founded in fact. This should be
done away. Such feelings, views
and influences should be dispelled
from and broken up in the midst of
the people. Our young men and
women should consider their obliga-
tions to each other, to God, the
earth, their parents, and to future
generations for their salvation and
exaltation among the Gods and for
the glory of Him whom we serve.
These are not idle tales, they are nof
fictions, but facts; and for a com.
munity, believing as we do, to live
like the Gentile nations in these
things is very incorrect. It is not
according to ounr faith; we should
put our faith into practice, and be
willing to sustain ourselves, each and
every one of us. Our young folks
who have arrived at years of maturity
should think and act for themselves.
They are citizens of the earth; they
have a share here, and have a part to
bear—a character to form and frame
and present to the world, or they will
sink into oblivion and forgetfulness.
These things are of importance to
us at least, and especially in this na-
tion, where many of the people are
wasting away their lives, bartering
away their very existence, and will
hardly receive in return therefor a
mess of pottage.

The education of youth is an im-
portant text for the brethren to preach
from. A very high value should be
placed upon 1t by the Saints. We
have the privilege of enjoying the
spirit of revelation and the knowledge
which comes from above, and in ad-
dition to this, every branch of edu-
cation known in the world should be
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taught among and acquired by us.
All the arts and sciences, and every
branch of mechanism known and
understood by man shounld be under-
stood by this people. Bat no matter
how much knowledge we may acquire
in a wordly point of view, by study,
unless the revelations of the Lord
Jesus are dispensed to each and every
individual, they cannot use or apply
their acquirements to the best ad-
vantage. A man may know facts
without revelation. The mathema-
tician, for instance, may acquire a
great amount of knowledge without
any special revelation by the Spirit
of the Lord to enlighten his mind ;
bat still he will not know and under-
stand what he might if he had ap.
plied his heart unto wisdom. So it
is with all the sciences.

These principles should be con-
sidered by this people. This is the
place, brethren, to teach them. But
I will give a caution to my brethren,
the Elders—never undertake to teach
a thing that you do not understand.
Snch things will come into your
minds ; but without launching out on
such sub_]ecta questions may be asked
and answered, and we gain know-
ledge from each other. There is
plenty within the scope of our own
brains that, by the assistance of the
Spirit of the Lord, will enable us to
tell many things—more than the
world or even more than the Saints
can receive.

Suppose a man should come here
and te]l you the very nature of our
Father Adam—tell precisely how ho
was organized, his height, his propor
tions, the extent of his knowledge,
tell you the agreement that was en-
tered into, the amount of knowledge
that he had to forget to reduce him.
self to the capacity of a corruptible
being! Suppose this could all be
told to the con tions of the
Saints, what would they know abouf
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will command this respect, and the
worthy get it. We have heard con-
siderable about “ down with the one-
man power!” All right, down with
it! What is it and how are you
going to get it down? ‘When you
get down the power of God, that
which is called one-man power in the
midst of the Latter-day Saints will
fall, but not before! It is no more
nor less than the concentration of the
faith and action of the people. And
this brings to my mind the facts that
exist with regard to the faith of the
Latter-day Saints,

When we go into the world we
find quite a portion of the people who
belong to a class called Spiritualists.
I do not know that I am right in
styling them a class, but they as.
pire to be so considered. They would
like to have it considered that ¢ Mor-
monism” is nothing but Spiritualism;
but it is temporalism as well as Spi-
ritualism. A great many want to
know the difference between the two.
I will give one feature of the differ-
ence, and then set the whole scientific
world to work to see if they can ever
bring to bear the same feature in
Spiritualism. Take all who are
called Spiritnalists and see if they
can produce the order that is in the
midst of this people. Here are sys-
tem, order, organization, law, rule,
and facts. Now see if they can pro-
duce any one of these features. They
cannot. Why ? Becaunse their sys-
tem is from beneath, while ours is
perfect and is from above; one is
from God, the other is from the devil,

that is all the difference. Now see
if the whole Spiritualist world can or-

ganize a community of six individuals |

who will for a year, that will
not fall to pieces like a rope of sand.
Now, Spiritualists, go to work, bring
your science to bear and demonstrate
the fact that you bave a system if
you can. We have demonstrated it
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to the world ; it is manifest, it is be-
fore us, we see it, it is tangible, we
can see 1fs results, it has wrought
wonders. See if they can do like
this. If the kingdom of the devil
can do like the kingdom of God on
the earth, it is deserving' of credit;
but its members can only divide and
sub-divide, produce confusion on con-
fusion, disorder following on the heels
of disorder, one to the right, another
to the left, another for the front,
another for the rear, one pulling this
way, another pulling that, sect against
sect, people against people, community
against community, politically, re-
ligiously, and I may say morally to
a great extent; and I do not know
but I might say scientifically, al-
though the sciences agree better than
the faith, feelings and imaginations
of the people. Now try this, Spi-
ritualists! This 1s a text for yon;
and when you have produced order,
system and unity among the inha-
bitants of the earth we will look and
see what more there i1s that we have
that the world have not. I am not
going into details at all, bat I just
mention this to see if the Spiritualists
can systematize or organize anything.
When they have done this it will be
time enough to admit that they have
some science; but until then we will
say that Spiritualism is a mass of
confusion, iy is a body without parts
and passions, principle or power, just
like, I do not like to say it, but just
like the so.called Christians’ God, °
The creed of the so-called Christians
represents that their God is without
body, parts or passions; and it should
be added, without principle or power,
for the latter is the corollary of the
former. When we see anything that
has solidity and permanency, that
produces good, that builds up, creates,
organizes, sustains, and Dbetters the
condition of the people, we pronounce

' that good and from God; but when
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we see that that injures, hurts,
destroys, produces confusion in a
community, disturbance and discord,
strife and animosity, hatefulness and
bitter feelings one towards another,
we at once pronounce it evil, and de-
clare that it springs from beneath.
All evil is from beneath, while all
that is good is from God.

I did not think to preach you a
sermon when I commenced, but to
call upon some of the brethren to do
so. I have given them some texts,
and they may preach to or from
them, just as they please. Some of
them will probably talk about orga-
nizing the kingdom of God on the
earth, and so governing a community
as to make them of one heart and
one mind. I am prepared to prove
to any sensible congregation, any
good philosopher or thinking person
or people, who have steady brain
and nerve to look at things as they
are, that can tell white from black
and daylight from midnight dark-
ness, that the closer the conncction
in a business point of view that a
community hold themselves together,
‘the greater will be their joy and
wealth. I am prepared to prove,
from all the facts that have existed
or that now exist in all branches of
human affairs, that union is strength,
and that division is weakness and
confusion. 5

¥ dd mot know but I will advert
once more to Spiritualism. Spiritu-
alism is like Methodism and the sects
of the day exactly, I mean so far as
unity of faith or action is concerned.
When I was a Methodist, as I was
once, they said to me, “ You may be
baptized by immersion if you abso-
lately require it, but we do not be-
lieve in it, but we do believe in
giving every person his choice.”
“Well,” said I, “I believe in it.
There are some things required in
the doctrine of the Close Communion
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Baptists which I cannot subseribe to
as well as to most of the principles
that you hold in your catechisms,
and in the tenets of your church, but,”
said I, “they believe in baptism by
immersion, and I want to be baptized
by immersion ;” and finally they con-
sented to baptize me, and did do it.
So say the Spiritnalists.

Another one says, “I want to
kneel down in the water and have
the water poured on my head.” Says
the Methodist priest, “ We don’t be-
lieve in it, but you can have it done.
It is no matter, one method of bap-
tism, perhaps, is as good as another.”
So say the Spiritualists. Another
one says, “I want to get down into
the water and be baptized face fore-
most.” *“ Well,” says the priest, *“ we
don’t think it makes any difference,
and if you really desire it, you may
have the ordinance administered to
you according to your wishes.” So
say the Spiritualists. Aunother one
says, “ I want to sit in my chair and
have the minister dip his fingers into
a bowl, and put it on my forebead,
and call that baptism in the name of
the Trinity. . The Methodist says,
“We will consent to that; it is just
as good as anything else.” So say the
Spiritualists. Another one says he
wants to kneel down in the water and
have water poured on him. The
priest confents to this also. So do
the Spiritnalists. Why do 1 say
this? Because men baptized by
these various methods can all get
communications, they say, from the
spirits sanctioning each and every
different form of baptism, The
Methodists say, “ We believe In a
God without body, parts and pas-
sions ; ¥ so say the Spiritualists, the
Presbyterian and other sects, but the
Latter-day Saints do not. And in
reference to the ordinance of baptism ;
the Latter-day Saints say, “ Go down
into the water and be buried with
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Christ in the water; and come out Pentecost, the promise is to you and
of the water as Christ came up out of | to your children and to all that are
the water, when the Holy Ghost in | afar off, even as many .as the Lord
the form of a dove rested on His head, | our God shall eall.” Has the Lord
and a voice fromn heaven was heard 'called upon the children of men in
saying, ‘ This is my beloved Son, I this day ? Yes, in the east and the
]tl:aﬁ ye Itliml.; He will teltl _*::'iuu ;v}m.t | we;t,_ fmtrlil th;enurtk; to :he ﬂ;rﬁ:,
0, teachh you correct doctrine. and in the uttermost parts of the
He has no traditions to overcome, no i earlh. He has calle«g upon * the
prepossessed notions taught by ' inhabitants of the earth to believe in
parents, binding him to the sects that ' the Lord Jesus Christ. Suppose this
Ere nu}*:v n[:{ thle t:larth. Hear ye Him ! 1 DI'{]&E;i of things had continued from
ave bande laid upon you that you!the days of the ancient Apostles;
may receive the Holy Ghosi.” The | suppose there had been no back:liding,
Latter-day Saints say to th I‘ 1t thei 1
"tli:ie?irev:fin 1&15 :‘:E F::.t-lwer Iﬁ:? iﬂr; .[ {;gca;izmiljhaa[;aart: g{;ttting EEch]jﬂEng
Jesus, the Son! Believe in the gifts ; apostates, and the successors of the
of It;.ha thaljlr; GEspf]! dT]:my E[‘E:HI!.I : %Eaaigaaodhad dre;:a{i{ved that_ h:ﬁy
ready to bhe Dbestowed upon His' Priesthood and had gone to the
children at this day as any other in | uttermost paris of the earth, where
the history of the world. This is| would have been your paganism
the time to believe in the Lord Jesus | to-day ¥ It would not have been on
Christ ; this is the very time that we i the earth ; infidelity would not have
should acknuwledge him and believe ; been known. Children would have
in his ordinances and in the gifts and E been taught the ways of the Lord
graces that are promised to the!and brought up in the way they
children of God. Ve are living ina ! should go, and the whcle world wonld
Gospel age and dispensation, we are | have been full of the knowledge of
living right in the day in which, as | God, instead of being in darkness as
the Apostles said on the Day of | now !

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG,

Drriversp N taw TiBERNACLE, Sarr Laxe Crry, Jury 24, 1870,

(Reported by David W. Evams.)

THE QOSPEL—THE

Short sermons are very frequently
interesting, if the speaker can say
what he wishes to say from the time

he commences to speak until the end.

ONE-MAN POWER.

But most of us who are public
speakers labor under timidity, and
experience that lack of the governing
and controlling principle which pre-



