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words, and my words with their
hearts, I feel that I am not following-
the few who break off, but that I am .
with the majority, and we are bound
for the celestial kingdom. |

God defend His people and their
rights, is my prayer in the name of
Jesns. Amen,

am in the right company. If I can
only manage to keep right myself, if
I can only manage to be true and
faithful to my God and mysell,
while I am in the midst of this
assembly—the representatives of a
host of Latter-day Saints— their
hearts beating in unison with my
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OUR TRADITIONS—RECEIVING COUNSEL.

The instructions which we have
heard from our brethren, this morning
and afternoon, are caleulated to benefit
every one of us, if we have listened
attentively and aredisposed to treasure
them up in our hearts; bat that is
the great difficalty with us as in.
dividuals and as a people. We hear
so much good instruction that it is
apt to pall upon us, like persons who

have plenty of food ; they sometimes’

eat to satiety and lose their appetite,
their food does mot relish as it did
when they were pinched with hunger
and did not have such abundance. 1
do not know that you ever have that
feeling here in Ogden; it is a feeling
that no Latter-day Saints should have,
In fact, there is this peculiarity about
the truth, as it is preached by the
servants of God—the more it is
listened to the more it is sought after
and cultivated, and the more precious
and sweet is its influence upon the
hearts of those who take this course.
But where there is indifference and
formality, and people don’t seek, as
Brother Heber used to say, to dig

down to the roots, it may in such
cases become wearisome and fail to
have the effect it should have. = But.
when I look at the progress that
the brethren and sisters are making
I feel gratified. There are times,.
perhaps, when I feel as others do—
that we are not making the progress"
that we should do; that we are more-
careless and harder in our hearts and
less under the influences of the Holy
Spirit and the counsels of the servants
of God than we should be. This is
my feeling sometimes; but when I
look calmly at the Saints, and con-
sider the many difficulties with which
they have to contend and the vast
amount of tradition that has to be
uprooted and overcome, I am gratified
at the progress which they make, and
feel comforted in the p that
are before us, and Lefore the Zion of
God with which we are connected.

It is these traditions that we have
to contend with that are so difficult
for us to overcome, that interfere so
seriously with the pro of the
people in the things of God. They
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cling more closely to us than many of
us imagine, and it is only when the
Spirit of God rests upon us and we
realize its power to a greater extent
that we can understand and compre-
hend the power of tradition over our
minds and conduct. This is the
great obstrnction to the teachings of
the Elders and to the reception of and
obedience to counsel; and that pre-
vents the people being united as the
heart of one man. It is this which
prevents us entering upon the more
perfect order that God has revealed,
and that gives our enemies more
power in our midst than they other-
wise would have. It ﬂhnuld be the
aim of ever§®fone of us to seek, as
far as possible, to put these Lhinga
away from us. It is onr privilege to
have power from God, to have suffi-
cient faith bestowed upon us through
His Holy Spirit, to overcome these
traditions. The writers in the Book
of Mormon, in speaking of the vail
of darkness that rested upon the
minds of the people, alluded to it as
a vail which can be rent asunder by
the exercise of faith and by the
blessing of God upon His Saints.
There is a vail over our minds In
consequence of the Fall, and our being
shut, as it were, through that, from
the presence of God. He can see us,
but to us He is invisible, and we can
know Him only through His Holy
Spirit, as He reveals Himself to us
from time to time. In consequence
of this the adversary has great power
over the hearts of the children of
men; and it is only by exercising
fn:ith, by seeking earnestly for that
Spirit which He bestows, that we
are enabled to counteract this dark-
mness and the influence which Satan
seeks to exercise over our hearts.

I rejoice in one fact which God has
revealed ; it comforts my heart when
1 think of our condition and circum-
stances and of Ilis kingdom, and
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that is that we live in the day when,
according to the words of the pro hats
and according to the ra'relatmm
which God has given to us in this
dispensation, the power of Satan is
becoming less and less, and the power
of God is to increase aud to be made
more and more manifest, to the ex-
posing of the works of darkness and
to the breaking of the yoke which
the enemy of all righteousness seeks
to fasten upon the minds and under-
standings of the children of men,

It is a glorious thought for us to
reflect npon that we live in a day and
at a time in which God has promised
to exercise His power in our behalf;
when He and Jesus and the hnljr
angels and the spirits of just men
made perfect are all en with us
in hastening the great work of re-
demption, and in banishing from the
earth the power of evil which has so
long held 1t in thraldom. God has
given us this promise, and if we will
labor with the zeal and indusfry
which should characterize His Saints
in carrying out His purposes He will
testow upon us every blessing that
we need, and will give us power, as I
have aald to overcome our traditions,
to seo the things of God in their trae
light, and to behold the trath in all
its splendor and beauty.

There i1s one great tmth that we
have to learn. Brother Carrington
alluded to it in his remarks; and all
the Elders allnde to it more or less
when addressing the Saints, and that
is, that the Gospel offers every ad.
vantage to those who obey and are
faithful to it that God can bestow
upon His children. There is 'f:nu
advantage to be gained outside of
this Church or outside this Gospel;
there is no blessing that we can seek
for or desire, or that would be proper
for us to receive under our preSent
circumstances that we cannot obtain
inside the Gospel, or inside the truth;

Yol. XIIIL,
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or that we can obtain outside the
Gospel, or by departing from the
servants of God. You may let your
minds run, if you please, over all
there is pertaining to the earth and
man, or that will contribute to the
happiness of man on the earth, and
you cannot conceive of any blessing
or advantage that is not within your
reach legitimately, if you pursue the
path God has marked out and by
abiding the counsels He makes known
from time to time.

A great many do not comprehend
this ; and this is> one of the traditions
that we have to contend with, and it
arises from the lack of faith in our
hearts, and the unbelief that we have
received from our forefathers. And
we have to contend with it when
counsel is given to us in relation to
our temporal circumstances and other
matters. It is frequently the case
that we cannot see any particular
advantage in that counsel; it does
not strike us favorably. Weimagine
that some other course would be better
for us to pursue, and that by adopting
some other line of policy or conduct
greater advantages would accrue unto
us. But we have to learn, if we have
not already learned it, that obedience

to counsel is the policy for us to.

pursue; and that when we indulge in
thoughts of an opposite character we
suffer ourselves to be led astray by
the power of the adversary. Hence
it has become almost proverbial
among the Saints that the path of
ocounsel is the path of safety. Those
who have had years of experience in
the Church have arrived at the con-
clusion that the path marked out for
us to walk in by those who have
authority to counsel and dictate is
invariably the path of safety to those
who adopt it. But our traditions
interfere with this.

You look back over the policy that
has been taoght us for the past few
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years. I refer more particularly to
this because, having been at home in
the midst of the Saints, I have been
more familiar with the counsels given.
I can cast my eyes back for that time,
and see, and doubtless you can when
you reflect upon it, that there have
been many items of counsel given
that the Saints have been reluctant
to obey or adopt, and which, if they
had been carried out in the spirit in
which they were given, would have
resulted in great advantage to us as
a people, and doubtless as individuals.
I will refer to one item, that has been
talked about a great deal—namely,
sustaining our enemies. Now it
seems that a moment’s reflection on
this point would satisfy every in-
dividual that the policy foreshadowed
in this counsel was the best that conld
be adopted by a people surrounded
with such eircumstances as those
surrounding us. But how difficult it
has been to induce the people to carry
that counsel out; why it has been so
difficult that in some instances men
have actually run the risk of losing
their standing in the Church of Jesus
Christ rather than forego the gratifi-
cation of traditions and desires,
which, seemingly, have taken entire
possession of them—namely, to do as
they please in relation to these matters.

Now, as I have said, a moment’s
reflection onght to satisfy everybody
that this is the true course for us to
pursue; that if we intend to build
up the Zion of God and to become a
great people, it is essential that we
should concentrate our means in one
channel ; that we should sustain those
who are friendly to and -whose whole
interest is centred in the cause of
Zion; and that, instead of spending
our means in fostering a power in our
midst that is opposed to the work of
God, we should be willing, rather
than do this, to forego what may seem
to be an advantage to us, and even
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deprive ourselves of comforts and
submit to privation if necessary to
carry out this policy. If our minds
were not blinded by tradition we
should see at once that it would be
an advantage to us as a people to put
our means in one direction, and not
allow it to go outside the kingdom of
God any more than it is absolutely
necessary ; and that we should never
use the influence which God has given
us, or the means which He has
bestowed upon us to foster or main-
tain any man or anything that is
opposed to His cause. Why, the
security that we have here in these
mountains depends upon our taking
this course to a very great extent.
We are engaged, as has been re-
marked, in a warfare. The enemy
that we have to oppose is one that
does not relent in the least degree;
he does not yield or show the least
sign of mercy or even to give us fair
play ; but continnally shows a dis-
position to erowd us to the wall and
take every advantage, and to over-
whelm us in every possible manner.
God has brought us to this land; He
has given it unto us and has made it
a blest lJand for our sakes. He has
sustained us in a wonderful manner
for a great many years, and has given
unto us the means whereby we could
surround ourselves with those things
necessary for our convenience and
comfort. For long years the effort
has been incessant on the part of
God’s servants to induce us to become
a self-sustaining people. Now that
the railway is completed we can see
God’s Spirit and His wisdom in this,
impelling His servants to dwell upon
this theme. Year after year, con-
ference after conference, and meeting
after meeting were the Saints in-
structed and continually urged to
establish home manufactares, and to
develop the resources which they had
in their own midst, so that they
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might become self-sustaining. There
was a providence in this. As I now
view i, I can see its force more clearly
than ever, althongh I always saw the
force and mecessity of the counsel;
but now that events have worked out
the results that we see around us I
can see the propriety in God inspiring
His servants to give this counsel so
many years ago. He counld see in
His divine wisdom that a day was
coming when we should be, so to
speak, overwhelmed, or when attempts
would be made to overthrow us, and
when there would be a greater neces-
sity, apparently, than at that day, that
we should be able to sustain ourselves,
and to keep our means within our-
selves, and not be under the necessity
of fostering those from abroad who
might come amongst us to acquire
fortunes from our means and labors.
For years has counsel on these sub-
jects been reiterated in our ears, and
scarcely a meeting has been held by
the First Presidency, the Twelve
Apostles, or any of the Elders of
Israel in which this subject has not
been prominently dwelt upon, the
Elders feeling in their spirit and in
their entire being that it was essen-
tially important that the Latter-day
Saints should carry out this policy
strictly. We can now begin to see,
if this counsel had not been given,
and the Saints had continued to spend
their money with anybody and every-
body, no matter if it were the greatest
enemy of the kingdom of God, what
would have been our position to-day.
Our enemies would have been in our
midst, nombering hundreds where
they now only number tens; and the
efforts to disintegrate the kingdom of
God might have been attended with
a degree of success, whereas they
have been entirely abortive.

You may trace the connsels that
have been given to us from the
beginning, one step following another
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in natural order and succession; one

inciple leading to another, and one
important truth engendering, as it
‘were, another important truth, re-
vealing it and bringing it more
forcibly home to our minds, until
finally co-operation and its necessity
have been brought to our attention
and enforced upon us. Here tradition
has come up again and has had its
effect; and it has requmired days,
weeks, and it may be said years of
preaching to bring this principle
home to the minds of the Latter-day
Saints, so that they could see and
understand its beanty and propriety,
and the advantages which would
result from 1ts adoption 1n our midst.
If we had not these traditions to con-
tend with, co-operation would be
sustained with hardly a dissentient.
We should grasp the idea at once,
and see beauty in it. 'We would say,
“That is a principle I can recognize;
I see its force and its advantages, and
I am ready to adopt it and carry it
ont.” Buat no, there are these tra-
ditions; there is this wunbelief, this
reluctance on the part of the people
to part with their old systems and to
adopt the principles of the Gospel
and the revelations of Jesus Christ,
as they are given unto us. There is
that terrible tradition, that has such
strong hold of all our minds, that the
Priesthood of God and the religion of
Jesus Christ have mnothing to do
particularly with temporal matters.
It is a tradition almost as old as
Christianity. It has come down to
us for generations and centuries, and
18 fully interwoven in the hearts,
minds and feelings of the children of
men, and it is an exceedingly difficult
“thing to get them to comprehend that
temporal things and spiritnal things
are alike in the sight of God; that
there is no line of demarcation
between the two; that the religion
of Jesus Christ applies to one as
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much as another, and comprehends
within its scope, temporal equally
with spiritual matters. .

This has made it difficult to enforce:
upon us the necessity of practically
carrying out the principle of co-
operation. “0,” say men, “that is
a temporal matter, pertaining merely
to the buying and selling of goods;
it is not particularly connected with
life and salvation or with eternal
glory in the kingdom of God.” But
there they mistake. I look upen
that principle, though it may be
subordinate in some respects, as
divine, as coming through revelation,
and as necessary in its place as any
other principle that can be mentioned
which is counected with the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. They are all alike
to me—all alike necéssary and divine.
Divine wisdom has prompted their
practice, and has inspired the servant
of God who presides and whom God
has chosen to be His mouthpiece in
our midst, to reveal them, one as
much as another, unto us asa people.

When we have practiced this prin-
ciple long enough, and are sufficiently
advanced in it, there are other prin-
ciples, now ahead, which we shall be

‘prepared to enter upon and practice.

But we must get rd of this tradition
that envelopes ns and which lies in
our pathway, and which 1s so serious
an obstacle to our progress. As fast
as we overcome our traditions there
will be other principles revealed to
us, and thus it will go on, law after
law and principle after principle being
revealed until we shall be prepared
to enter into the glory of our God,
and to dwell in the presence of God
and the Lamb.

It is essentially necessary then, in
view of these things, that we should
exercise faith. Our minds should be
drawn out and our faith exercised.
It may be but little in the beginning.
As the Prophet Alma said, when
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addressing the people on one occasion,
and referring to the word of the
Lord, it was like seed planted in the
heart ; its influence and effect at first
were not very powerful; but if it
were planted in the heart, by and by
it began to germinate and grow and
the possessor of it said, “ Why it is
a good seed, I feel it growing !” And
if it were nourished and cherished
it would continne to grow umtil, to
use a figure, it would become a great
tree, and fill the whole man with
light, knowledge and wisdom, and
with the gifts and qualifications neces-
sary to make him perfect before the
Lord. Our faith may be small in
the beginning, but if we cultivate it,
it will grow; if we do not it will die
out, noxious weeds will spring up and
choke it. Bat if we exercise it as we
should, the vail of darkness that
separates us from God, and which
prevents us comprehending the things
of His kingdom, will grow thinner
and thinner, until we see with great
distinctness and clearness the purposes
of God our heavenly Father, and
comprehend them as He designs we
should, and carry them out in our
lives.

This should be our aim as a people
and as individuals, every day living
so near to God tbat we shall have
more of His Spirit and power, and
more of the gifts and endowments of
the holy Gospel of the Son of God.
If we take and continue in this course
we shall feel and understand that we
are progressing in the knowledge of
God and in the comprehension of
truth. And let me tell yon, my
brethren and sisters, if we thus live,
when counsel 1s given, no matter
what it may be, or what principle 1t
may refer to, it will be plain and
simple, and as clear unto our minds
as the light we now see; and our
understandings will be enlightened
by it and we shall see beauty in if,
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If it be to stop trading with our
enemies, we will adopt it. We shall
feel, * That principle is true, it recom.
mends itself to my understanding ;
the Spirit of God bears witness to
my spirit that it is true, and I will
adnpt it.” And then, after awhile,
when co-operation is taught unto us
we will receive that also in a like
spirit and faith; and if our minds
are of the Spirit of God we
will say, “ There is light in this
principle; I see its advantages, I will
sustain it by carrying it out myself,
and 1 will try and exercise influence
with my friends and induce them to
do the same, that it may become
universally practiced in the midst of
the Saints.” It will be thus, if we
live our religion, not only with every
principle that God has revealed, but
that He may hereafter reveal. We
shall know for ourselves concerning
them ; they will be plain and simple
and in harmony with our feelings.
There will be no disturbance of mind,
no difficalty in carrying them out.
This will go on under the leadership
of him whom God has chosen to be
our guide, and we shall progress step
by step, week by week, gaining power,
knowledge, influence, territory and
wealth, until we shall emaucipate
this land and redeem it from the
thraldom of sin and from the power
of Satan; and the kingdom of Satan
will recede before the light, faith and
power of the Saints of t.he kingdom
of God.

This is the work in which we are
engaged. It is not a work to occupy
our attention for one day, and then
have it diverted from it for a week;
bat it is the work of our entire life-
time, all that we have to do. Itisa
mission that God has given to us here
on earth. Wamtbeengagedm
anything more noble than this work,
for it is the work of God—a work in
which He, Himself, is engaged—a
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work that occupies the attention and
labors of Jesus, and every holy
apostle, prophet, and Saint that has
ever lived ou the earth., These things
are not gained without exertion;
they require industry, zeal and atten-
tion on our part; and when we thus
bestow attention on the work in which
we are occupied, why God is with us,
angels around about us, the heavens
are open to us, the Spirit of God is
poured out upon us, and our lives are
a pleasant flowing stream, full of
peace, joy and heaven. We feel that
we have heaven indeed, here below;
and wherever we go we carry this
holy influence with us and diffuse it
around us; and thus the power of
Satan is weakened on the earth, and
the power of God is increased.
There are some of the brethren and
gisters, doubtless, who cannot see
these things in this light. You will
hear them very frequently say, “I
cannot see this counsel, I can’t com-
prehend it, it don’t strike me;” but
there is no fault in the counsel. They
would, by their words, reflect on the
counsel; they would convey the idea
to those who listen to them, that
there is something at fault; they are
right, but the counsel is wrong. Now,
it may be given as a rule, I believe,
to the Latter-day Saints, that in
every such case, whether it be man
or woman, he or she has

and seek unto the Lord for faith and
for the light of His Holy Spirit to be
given unto them.

How was it with us when we first
beard the truth? Oh! how sweet
and delightfal the sound of the Elder’s
voice when he proclaimed that God
had spoken from the heavens; that
angels had come to the earth again,
and that the holy Priesthood was
bestowed upon men! How sweet,
when he said that the Church was
organized with its ancient power and
purity and pristine fullness; that the

got to repent.
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Holy Ghost, with its wealth of gifts
and blessings, had been bestowed
upon men! How was it with those
who were prepared for these tidings
when they heard them proclaimed ?

Their hearts burned within them and

they were filled with joy when the
testimony of the truth came to them ;
and when other principles were tanght
unto them, O, the joy that filled them
in listening to them, and they knew
by the testimony of Jesus and by the
Spirit and power of God that rested
upon them that these things were
troe! They could get up in their
meetings and testify “I know this is
true.” When they heard the gather- .
ing preached they had the testimony
that it was true; and some had it
before it was preached. They knew
it was from God and that God
established His Zion, and their hearts
burned at the thought that they
would soon be with the Sainta of God
in Zion. They yearned for the land
of Zion and for the society of the
people of God. This was their testi-
mony, and they had it in the States,
Europe, Africa, Asia, islands of the
sea, and in every land where the
Gospel has been preached and the
people have been prepared to receive it.

This has been the testimony, and
if this spirit has continued to rest
upon them every principle that has
been taught has been plain and
delightful to them. Is not this our
experience, brethren and sisters? We
can all bear testimony to it. Then
whence come this darkness and these
doubts respecting counsel 7  Whence
comes this query about eo-operation ?
Whence comes this distrust about
other counsel in relation to temporal
matters ? Why, it is very easy to
understand whence it comes and what
its origin 18, It can be traced to
neglect of duty, to the hardening of
the heart, to the indulgence of a
spirit of unbelief, to the neglect of
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prayer, to becoming selfish and
sordid, and to the commission of sin,
There are causes for all this, for let
me tell you, and testify to you to-day,
that the Latter-day Saint who lives
near to God, and has the Spirit of
God constantly resting upon him or
her, never has any doubts about any
principle that God has revealed.
When the gathering was tanght they
were prepared for it; when the pay-
ment of tithing was taught they were
prepared for it; when consecration
was taught they were prepared for it;
when the move South was taught
they were prepared for it; when the
move back was tanght they were
prepared for it; when celestial mar-
riage was taught they were pre-
pared for it; when the word came,
“ Cease to trade with our enemies,”
they were prepared for it; and when
co-operation was taught they were
prepared for it. There was no doubt
in their minds, becanse the same
- Spirit that tanght them that this was
the truth in the beginning, and that
God had spoken from the heavens,
tanght them also that all these things
were true. - But when you have
doubts respecting counsel given by
the servants of God, then be assured,
my brethren and sisters, there is room
for repentance ; we are not living as
near to God as we should do; we
have not the Spirit of God as we
once had it, and we should seek unto
God with full purpose of heart, that
the light of His Spirit may be
bestowed upon us again. Then, when
the servaut of God stands up and
teaches us concerning the things of
the kingdom, his words will find a
lodging place in our hearts; his
counsels will be clear and sweet unto
us, and there will be no dubiety, no
distress, neither any disposition to
repel these counsels or to feel offended
at them. And if the word come to
us to go on a foreign mission, to go
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to “ Dixie,” to Bear Lake, or any
other place to perform this or that
labor, we shall be ready to obey, for
the Spirit will reveal to us beforehand
what we have to do and prepare us
for its performance.

These are the privileges of the
Latter-day Saints. I talk not some-
thing that is theory, or away off, or
that happened years ago; I talk not
of that which is out of our reach, but
I speak of that which is within our
reach, within the reach of all: it is
practical. We can obtain and possess
and enjoy it; and if we do not, we
do not live up to our privileges as
Latter-day Saints. O! I feel some-
times, 1 wish I had the tongue of an
angel to proclaim to the children of
men the glad tidings of salvation
that God has revealed to us in the
day in which we live. This blessed
time! This time of times, when God
in His mercy has restored His Church
to the earth, and has given us
prophets and Apostles and the Holy
Ghost and its gifts ; and in His great
mercy has brought ns to this land,
where we can dwell in peace, where
we can go out and in before the Lord
without any to molest or make us
afraid.

My brethren and sisters, what
blessed privileges we do enjoy when
compared with the Saints in former
days; and even when compared with
our own circumstances in the early
history of the Church, what blessed
privileges God has given us in this
glorious land! We bave rulers of
our own choice—men whom God has
chosen ; we have the voice of God in
our midst, so that we need not walk
in darkness and doubt. There is no
uncertainty in all the land of Zion
concerning the purposes of God. Tt
need not be said of us as it was of
Israel, * There is no Urim and
Thummim; there is no dream or
vision, and no prophet in the land.”
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We have the prophet of God; we
have the visions of the Almighty ;
we have the Spirit of God deseending
npon us like sweet dew ; we have the
gifts of the Spirit of God; we bave
the Gospel in the fulness and pleni-
tude of its power. We have all this,
and we have the promises of God
. concerning us and our posterity ; and,
as I 'have said, we have this glorious
land of freedom and liberty, where
we can build up the kingdom of God
in power and great glory; where we
can be a free people, if we so choose.
If this is not the case, it is because
we are wicked, because we disobey
counsel ; because we harden our hearts
and have placed ourselves in a position
to be scourged. It is not God's will
that we should be, or that our enemies
should have power over us. It is
His good will and pleasure to give
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unto us the kingdom and dominion,
and to strengthen and uphold us.

Let us then be faithfal! Let us
live day by day, from morning until
night, in the moments of business
and when perplexed with its cares,
with our thoughts on the kingdom,
and our prayers ascending to the
God of our fathers, yea, unto our
Father, for His blessings upon us;
and that He may fill us with His
spirit and prepare us for the things
that await us, and help us to be
faithful even unto the end. '

That we may all be thus faithfal
and overcome, and be counted worthy
to sit down with our fathers, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, and with all the
holy ones in the presence of God and
the Lamb, and be crowned with glory,
immortality and endless lives, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen,




