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it. It has received its foundation
and start, and there is no power be-
neath the heavens that can stay the
band of the Almighty. His work
will roll forth, whatever the conduct
of the unfaithfal may be. The work
of the Almighty is onward, and will
progress in its majesty and power
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until every prophecy is fulfilled that
has been spoken by the mouth of his
ancient servants. It will come to
pass, and the people will be gathered,
for the powers of the earth can not
stay the hand of the Almighty.
Amen,

DISCOURSE BY ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG, JUN,

DELIVERED AT THE 42ND SEMI-ANNUAL CoNFERENCE, SALr LAke Crry,
OcroBER 8, 1872,

(Reported by David W. Evans.)

TESTIMONY—SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES—WORD OF WISDOM,

I believe it is pleasing, generally,
for an Elder in this Church to have
the privilege of bearing his testi-
mony, though it may be done with
fear and trembling, before the peo-
ple; yet the knowledge which God
has given to the Elders of Israel in-
spires them to declare it unto the
world. Although I am considerably
afflicted, as well as my brethren, with
this manfearing spirit, yet it is a
pleasure to me, and I hope it ever
will be, to stand bofore the congre-
gations, and tell them that I know,
by the revelations of Jesus Christ,
that this is the people of God. I
may not be able to instruct the peo-
ple to that extent which others
might, but with the help of the Spirit
of the Lord I can testify to that
which I do know, which I have expe-
rienced in my life, and which has
been brought home to my under-

standing. I think that it strengthens
me In the principles of the everlast.
ing Gospel every time I have the
privilege of testifying to their truth.

It is almost impossible for this
people to realize that they are called
by the power and authority of the
Almighty, and that they are the
Saints of God, nevertheless it is true
if we are living that religion which
we profess to believe in. Let those
who have not received a testimony to
that effect go before their Maker,
seek him in all diligence, be faithful
to that which they know, and he will
reveal it unto their minds. We have
not come to this earth to idle away
our time, or to throw away that pre-
cious gift which is within the reach
of all whom God has created. Eter-
nal life is extended unto us by a
merciful Creator, and we have the
opportunity of gaining an exaltation
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in the kingdom of God if we have
a mind to improve it. We bave
come here without a knowledge of a
former existence, we are like stran-
gers in a strange land. The know-
ledge that we have acquired guides
us to some extent, enables us to gain
a living, and in part to understand
the things of the kingdom of God.
Brethren and sisters, we are here as
strangers in a strange land, and a
guide is what we want—a guide for
our actions on the earth. God has
given us one—he revealed a guide
through Joseph Smith, the Prophet,
and others who have lived in modern
times, and they have revealed the
will of the Almighty unto the peo-
ple. We are not left destitute, so
that we can be led away by every
manner of doctrine; when we hear
people say, “ Lo! here is Christ, lo!
there is Christ,” we are not left te
ourselves, neither have we to seek
the advice of men to know whether
these expressions are true or not, be-
cause the Spirit of the Almighty
has testified unto us that the revela-
tions contained in those books—the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants and
the Book of Mormon, which we re-
ceived through Joseph Smith, are
true, and they are given unto us for
our guidance,

Is it necessary to ask this people
if they are acquainted with the reve-
lations contained in these books,
which have been given unto us as a
guide to eternal life in the presence
of God? Do we understand the
revelations contained within the lids
of these books ? They contain
blessings and truths inestimable, for
they point the way back into the
presence of our God. 1o we study
and understand them, or are our
minds taken up with such light read-
ing as naturally tends to distract the
attention from the principles of the
Gospel 7 There is too much fault-

finding and confusion, and too much
of the world in the midst of this

- people, and especially in the midst of

the Latter-day Saints who dwell in
Salt Lake City. It is true that
temptations are broadcast in our

.midst, and we meet them on every

hand. Baut is that any reason that
we should give way to them ? Is it
any reason that we should adopt the
follies and fashions of the world be-
cause they have been introduced into
our midst? Well do I remember
the time when, in this city, it was
customary for the Saints to retire to
rest without locking their doors.
There was no necessity to lock
granaries, or stables, or to guard
property as we are compelled to do
now. But times have changed, the
temptations which the Lord said
should overtake his people have come,
and they have come for our salvation,
for without them it would be impos-
sible for us to show to God that we
are for him and his kingdom and
that, under any and all circumstan-
ces, we are determined to work
righteousness upon the earth. I do
not complain because these tempta-
tions have been introduced into our
midst, for they are necessary. If
the Lord sees fit to permit them, I
bave nothing to say only by way of
counsel, and to exhort the Saints
not to indulge 'n those things which
would have a tendency to grieve the
Spirit of the Lord. I am aware that
these evils are not pleasant, and
probably if we could understand and
comprehend evil without coming in
contact with it, God would never
have placed us on this earth, so far
from our home, so far from those
with whom we dwelt in the eternal
worlds. He never would have placed
us here but for our own '
Here are the books—the Bible,
Book of Mormon, and the Book of
Doctrine and - Covenants—which are
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given for a guide to the people of all
the earth, if they will but listen to

~ them; but they will not listen to the

Book of Mormon and the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and yet I
have failed to discover a learned man
who could take those books and tell
where they differed in doctrine in
the least. They can not do this, be-
canse the doctrines of all are the
same, for they all proceed from God,
and they contain his plan for the sal-
vation of his children upon the earth.
Shall we obey the revelations which
have heen given? If I could have
an answer from each individual here
to-day, professing to be a Saint, I
have no doubt 1t would be * Yes.”
And if strangers, and the nations of
the earth knew that we believe in
them as firmly as we believe in any-
thing on the earth, they would say,
“If you believe in them, practice
and obey them in every particular,
and live according to your conscience
and the law which od has given
you.” I, by- the m&iﬁ of the
Almighty, nunderstand these bdoks

be trne. I know that Jesus i1s the
Christ. Not beeause I have read it
in the books which [ have named, or
because I have heard Joseph Smith
or others testify to it, but 1 know it

by h*e revelations of God, just as

ot have known it in former dis-
pensations of the Gospel, and just as
others know it in this dispensation.
Saints should live their religion;
they should obey the principles
which have been revealed and which
are contained in these books. Bat
there is too much 1gnorance concern-
ing these revelations; they are not
suficiently studied; or if studied
they are not remembered, if I am to
judge from what I see around me.
In traveling and preaching among
the people, there is one revelation
which presses itself particularly on
my mind, and which 1 think the peo-
No. 18.
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ple would obey if they considered
that it came from the Almighty. Bat
as they do not obey it, 1 sappose they
do not consider that it came from
God. T refer to a revelation given
in the year 1833, called the Word of
Wisdom. We fail to obey it to-day,
and we shall fail to-morrow unless we
make a short turn and determine 1n
our own'minds that we will cbey it.
How many of us have disregarded
that revelation, in every particnlar ?
It is to be found on page 240 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, and it
shadows to me that a time will come
in the midst of this people when a
desolating scourge will pass through .
onr ranks, and the destroying angel
will be in our midst as he was in
Egypt when he slew all the firstborn
of the Egyptians. God says * the
destroying angel shall pass by” and
shall not harm yon if you will ob-.
serve to do these things., Now if we
believe this revelation, and I take it
for granted that we do, though I may
choose to doubt in my own case and
some others, yet I assume that as a
pgople we believe it; but what as-
surance have we that that angel will
pass us by unless we do observe it?
No more than the children of Israel
would have had if they had failed -to
maik their doors and lintels with the

' blood of & lamb, as Moses had com-

manded them. What effect would a
failure to comply with this command-
ment have had on them? Would
the Destroyer have passed by the
firstborn of Israel? I trow mot; I
think the firstborn of Israel would
have been slain as well as the first-
born of Egypt. That was a revela-
tion given by the Lord to Moses for
the salvation of Israel; the Word of
Wisdom is a revelation given by the
Lord to Joseph Smith for the salva-
tion of this people, and if we disobey
we have no more assurance than
Israel had that the destroying angel
Vol. XV.
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will pass through our ranks and leave
us unscathed. There is not a father
or mother before me to-day who
would like to see a child borne away
to the graveyard because of their
disobedience. Well, light 18 given,
it has come to us, and it is for us to
obey it, and to put into practice the
commandments which God, has given
us. It is true that the Word of Wis-
dom does mnot say anything about
drinking tea and coffee, but our
leaders—men inspired of the Al-
mighty, in whom we have full confi-
dence, have told us that it includes
these things, and that should be suf-
ficient for us. The Word of Wisdom
says that in those times, through the
wickedness which is in the hearts of
men, they would seek to destroy this
people, by introducing into their
midst something deleterious to health.
If these are not the exact words,
they are tantamount. Now 1s it ne-
cessary for us tu observe the Word of
Wisdom with regard to tea and col-
fee? Jost as moch as with regard
to tobacco and liquor, becanse it has
been so defined to us, and 1 so uuder
stand 1t.

When I think of these things, I
think of what I have seen among the
men who have heen called particu-
larly to labor on our railroads and in
our co-operative institutions. What
is the situation of some of the young
men who labor in these institutions
and apon our railroads ?  If they do
‘not follow the examples set by those

who travel and labor on other roads,

then 1 do not understand it. I find
that our young men are copying after
.the young men who travel on other
roads—they smoke and they drink,
with as much assurance as though
they had followed it all their lives;
.and I doubt not, if they continue in
the pursuit of such practices, they

will become as proficient in other sins |
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young men wish to continue habits of
this kind I have no objections, so far
as I am concerned, but I do not wish
them to invade my household. I do
not wish my children to keep the
company of men of this class. I do
not wish my daunghters to go into the
society of men, even though they
profess to belong to this Church, who
will smoke, drink and swear, and who
are ready to commit all the other sins
contained in the catalogue if they had
the opportunity, and were from under
the eye of those who wounld condemn
them. I know these things exist
upon our railroads, and also in our
co-operative institutions more or less,
throughount this country. Now what
course shall we pursue with regard
to these things? Shall we foster
them ? If you see a young man in
a co-operative store he dresses better
and has a little more means and in-
fluence than other young men of his
own age in the community. He ex-
ercises that influence for good or for
evil over the minds of younger mem-
bers of the community. My sons see
such young men smoking and drink-
ing, and they say “ Why should not
we?” And they will be likely to,
until they arrive at years of discre-
tion, and get sense to know better.
Sowe may say, “Oh, they will turn
round by and by, and do better.” We
have no business to hope that, when
once these evil habits are acqnired by
our children, they will turn round
and do better when they arrive at
years of maturity; atleast I haveno
right to hope it on behalt of my own
children. I hope to prevent it in
their youth, I counld not hope to stop
it after they had commenced and
become confirmed in it, although in
some cases I might succeed. But I
wish to prevent it, for I believe that
prevention is better than cure.

It is our business, brethren and

as some I have seen elsewhere. If sisters, to put our foot upon these



TESTIMONY, ETC.

practices, and to discountenance and
condemn them whenever we see our
youth practicing them. This people
are not gathered here to practice the
sins which are prevalent in Babylon,
at least I do not so understand it.
The Scriptures teach me, and the
Spirit of the Lord bears testimony,
to ery unto the people to come out
of Babylon, and not to drag Babylon
or its sins into our midst. They are
not necessary for our happiness. It
is astonishing to me when I look over
the people in this and other coun-
tries, to see the immense number who
use tobacco and liquor. I sometimes
wonder how the world lived so long
withont tobacco before the discovery
of America! Now nearly everybody
smokes or chews. They did without
it before America was discovered,
and they could now if they were so
disposed. This people counld if they
would, and yet they are importing
perhaps more tobacco, tea, coffee and
lignor than ever before during their
existence as a Church. I believe
this i1s the case, from all I can hear
and learn on the subject. This is
wrong. We can go into our settle-
ments in the north, south, east and
west, ard it is just as necessary to
have tea, coffee and tobacco now, as
ever. [ can also find that where
there is an almost boundless range,
and the people can have an unlimited
number of stock, all their cheese 1s
imported — they eat States cheese
there as they do in the city. Home
manufacture is neglected, and our
cows are left to die on the range,
and we are expending the very bone
and sinew of this community to get
means to import articles which we
can raise in abundance here. This
will ruin. us as a community if it 1s
practiced long enough. These things
may not be quite so prevalent as my
words may imply. I donot mean to

say that all the people disregard the
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Word of Wisdom; but I fear that
the great majority do. If the bre-
thren who have been called to occupy
responsible positions in the midst of
the people fail to observe the Word
of Wisdom, it will grieve the Spirit
of the Lord, and if they do not turn
and repent they will leave this
Church. That is my faith—if they
continue to use these things, and to
impress the minds of the people with
the idea that it is utterly unnecessary
to observe the Word of Wisdom, they
will lose the spirit of this work and
will eventually turn from it. The
presiding Elders of this Church are
called to observe the Word of Wis-
dom, and in all things to set a good
example before the people. That is
their business, and that is their
mission, and as long as they live
they will never have a grealer.

Brethren, let us seek to understand
and practise these things, and also
endeavor to instruct the minds of
our wives and children with regard
to the principles contained in these
books. Endeavor, brethren, to build
up Zion, and not Babylon. I think
very often, when 1 am speaking to
the people, of a remark to President
Young. He has been in the Church
a great many years. On one occa-
sion, only a very few years after the
Church was organized, the Prophet
Joseph counseled him and others
never to do another day’s work to
build up Babylon, and he has obeyed
that counsel. I know he has for
twenty-five years past, and I am
satisfied he has from the time the
counsel was given.

Do we need to go away from home
to build up Babylon? Do we need
to leave this city to build up Baby-
lon? No, continue to indulge our
fancies for fashion and for the prac-
tice of those habits and customs
which a corrupt civilization has in-

| troduced into our midst, and we are
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building up Babylon in the most
approved style. That is my belief.
Qur outside friends have brought a
great many good things bere; they

have improved our ecity, they are

building fine buildings, and are ex-
pending their capital liberally. 1 do
not object to this, but I do not want
it to lead us from the path of truth
‘and to bring us into bondage, to sin
and iviquity. There is no necessity
for this if we wisely use that which
God has given us. Yov remember
the time, brethren, after we had been
in this valley a year or so, we were,
in a manner, naked and barefooted,
and were a thousand miles from any
supply of clothing, and it was impos-
sible for us to manafacture it, for
there were no sheep in the country,
nothing to manofacture cloth with,
and no means to obtain it. You re-
member the prophecy delivered here
upon this block by the late Heber C.
Kimball, that within a certain time—
a very brief period—clothing would
be as cheap in Salt Lake City as in
New York. What prospect had we
at that time that his prophecy wounld
 be fulfilied, for a journey to the
States and back again then required
months to perform, and there was
seemingly no chance of a supply of
clothing from outside importation ?
Yet within the time specified, the
prophecy was literally fulfilled, and
clothing was far cheaper in the streets
of this city
New York. This is only one among
the many

of you remember, and others of you
have heard it spoken of, when Presi.
dent Young, in July 1847, while
walking on this block, about where

the Temple now stands, said to the |
brethren who were around him, “if
our enemies will let us alone for ten

than 1n the streets of
' day Saints, but the people to whom I
prophecies which have  am talking

been delivered and fulfilled. Some
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news that an army had left the con-

fines of the States at that time, for |

Utab.| What for ? Their boast
was, to destroy the * Mormons.”
Did we ask any odds of them? No.
Did we ask anything of them ? No.
We attempted to give them supplies,
but they would not receive them.
Brethren, this is the Church and
kingdom of God, and we are led by
holy men, men inspired by the Al-
mighty. They give us a little now
and a little then; we receive line
upon line and precept upon precept,
and if we give heed thereto, God will
strengthen us, and the kingdom will
grow and increase beneath our watch-
care.

Is it necessary for us to remember
the prophecies and the revelations
which have been given for our salva-
tion? If we have the truth—the
Gospel of the Son of God—and we
testify that we have, it is just as ne-
cessary for us to remember these
things as it is for us to be saved in
the kingdom of God. That is our
position to-day; and it is impossible
for any human being who has made
covenant with the Almighty to be
saved in his kingdom if be disregards
the revelations and counsels that are
given by the servants of God. I do
not expect strangers to understand
and believe this as we do. Strangers
have not come here for the purpose
of identifying themselves with the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

reame here for that express
purpose. They came here for their
souls’ salvation, they want to be saved

in the kingdom of God. They had .

the testimony in the old countries, in
the States, or wherever they received
the Gospel, that God had revealed
himself to the children of men and
that his kingdom was established on

years we will ask no odds of them.” | the earth, and they received light and

len years that day, brethren, we got

intelligence which they never before

1
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. They came here to build
up the kmgdnm of God, and that
kingdom is rolling forth and increas-
ing and will continue to do. But
are we giving way to folly and fashion
to such an extent as to blind our
minds to the great purpose we had in
coming here ? I hope not. I hope
that we are living our religion.

Brethren, I testify to you that this
is the kingdom of God, and that yon

are in a faith that will lead you back
into the presence of your Father and
God. Ialso testify that if the people
of the nations of the earth will obey
the Gospel they will receive salvation
at the hands of the Almighty, and if
they reject it they will receive con-
demnation at his hands at the last
day.
May God bless you, Amen.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW,

Deviverep IN THE NEw TasesNacre, Sart Lage Crry, OctroBer 7, 1372,

(Reported by David W. Evans.)

ZION—THE DUTY OF ITS CITIZENS—TESTIMONY.

God has said that Zion shall be as
a city set upon a hill, whose light can
not be hid. We are called to be the
children of Zion. The Lord has
declared that Zion consists of the
pure in heart. He has said, farther,
that the nations of the earth have
corrupted their way befove him, and,
referring to Babylon, his command
to his Saints i1s—* Come eut of her,
O my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, that ye receive not of
her plagues.” The Bible is full of
prophecies delivered by the Prophets |
and Patniarchs, and b the Savior |
and his Apostles, concerning the day
and age in which we live. The end

harden their hearts against him, his
precepts and his government. It is
our high privilege to bear this testi-
mony, and the testimony we have to
bear unto the people of the 19th
century is but a renewal of that which
was borne by Prophets and Saints in
days days past and gone. They spoke
of the time in which we live by the
spirit of prophecy and revelation,
which was like one looking through
a glass darkly, yet 1t is our privilege
to behold with our eyes and to hear
with our ears those things which Pro-
phets and Patriarchs long desired to
see, but died without the aight. The
duty especially enjoived upon us to-

draweth nigh and the time approach- | day is to awake to righteousness, and

eth speedily when the Lord will make |
a full end of all nations who ﬁght
against Zion, who reject_his law and |

mnslder the calling wherewith God
has called us. 'Wa should consider
that God has separated us by the



