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. They came here to build
up the kmgdnm of God, and that
kingdom is rolling forth and increas-
ing and will continue to do. But
are we giving way to folly and fashion
to such an extent as to blind our
minds to the great purpose we had in
coming here ? I hope not. I hope
that we are living our religion.

Brethren, I testify to you that this
is the kingdom of God, and that yon

are in a faith that will lead you back
into the presence of your Father and
God. Ialso testify that if the people
of the nations of the earth will obey
the Gospel they will receive salvation
at the hands of the Almighty, and if
they reject it they will receive con-
demnation at his hands at the last
day.
May God bless you, Amen.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER ERASTUS SNOW,

Deviverep IN THE NEw TasesNacre, Sart Lage Crry, OctroBer 7, 1372,

(Reported by David W. Evans.)
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God has said that Zion shall be as
a city set upon a hill, whose light can
not be hid. We are called to be the
children of Zion. The Lord has
declared that Zion consists of the
pure in heart. He has said, farther,
that the nations of the earth have
corrupted their way befove him, and,
referring to Babylon, his command
to his Saints i1s—* Come eut of her,
O my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, that ye receive not of
her plagues.” The Bible is full of
prophecies delivered by the Prophets |
and Patniarchs, and b the Savior |
and his Apostles, concerning the day
and age in which we live. The end

harden their hearts against him, his
precepts and his government. It is
our high privilege to bear this testi-
mony, and the testimony we have to
bear unto the people of the 19th
century is but a renewal of that which
was borne by Prophets and Saints in
days days past and gone. They spoke
of the time in which we live by the
spirit of prophecy and revelation,
which was like one looking through
a glass darkly, yet 1t is our privilege
to behold with our eyes and to hear
with our ears those things which Pro-
phets and Patriarchs long desired to
see, but died without the aight. The
duty especially enjoived upon us to-

draweth nigh and the time approach- | day is to awake to righteousness, and

eth speedily when the Lord will make |
a full end of all nations who ﬁght
against Zion, who reject_his law and |

mnslder the calling wherewith God
has called us. 'Wa should consider
that God has separated us by the
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preaching of his word and by the
testimony of Jesus; and has called
us to be a distinet people, distinct in
this particular, that we separate our-
selves from sin and wickedness, and,
as far as possible, from the company
of sinners and from all those customs
and habits that tend to darken, de-
grade and abase the human mind,
and cultivate those which will sanctif
the affections, purify the heart a
ennoble the whole being of man, and
fit us, as far as in us lies, to regene-
rate ourselves and our race. In short,
God desires, and has put forth his
hand, to exalt his people from their
low degree, and to lift them up and
make of them a peculiur people, a
holy nation, a kingdom of Priests
unto the Most High God and the
Lamb.

In all this, is there anything that
can hurt, destroy or injure, in any
wise, any portion of our fellow-men
who do not feel disposed to join us
in this glorious work, or engage with
us in this noble enterprise 7 Not at
all. The salvation of God is re-
vealed for the good of all men who
will receive it. The Gospel is of.
fered without money and withont
price to all flesh, and the testimony
that we bear to the world is that Jesus
died for all, and that through the
shedding of his blood, salvation may
come unto all men who will believe
and yield obedience unto the require-
ments of his Gospel. The govern-
ment which is inangurated ard estab-
lished among men by the preaching
of the Gospel, and the administration
of its holy ordinances, is a govern-
ment of peace, love and goodwill to
men, prompting those who receive it
to do good unto all, but especially
unto the houschold of faith.

The duties which are enjoined
upon us are, first, to our own house-
hold—the household of God, those
who have been baptized into Christ
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by being born again of the water and
of the Spirit, and become the chil-
dren of God by adoption. Next, to
all men who have not thus been
translated from the kingdom of dark-
ness into the kingdom of God’s dear
Son ; and that love which is wrought
in the Saints of God by the fire of
the Holy Ghost through faith in and
obedience to the (ospel, prompts all
who are bronght under its influence
to yield obedience to its requirements
and to labor for the well-being of
every creature that bears the form of
God. _

There is nothing in the constitu-
tion of the Gospel, or the organiza.
tion of the Church of Christ and the
kingdom of God among men, and the -
precepts that are taught of God and
his servants, that would in the least
degree inflict injury or withhold bles-
sings from any member of the family
of man, inasmuch as they place them-
selves in a condition to receive them,
and are willing to accept them. But
God has ordained certaiu everlasting
principles of truth by which his peo-
ple may be exalted, and without which
they can not be exalted into his pre-
sence and to the enjoyment of his
glory. All things are governed by
law, and all good and wholesome
laws, which are ordained and enacted
by men, designed for the peace, pros-
perity and wellbeing of their fellow-
creatures, should be respected, main-
tained and honored by all people, and
this 1s one of the duties enjoined
upon all Saints in all the command-
ments and revelations of God to his.
people.

It 1s, further, the duty of all who
are entrusted with the administration
of law, in any department whatever,
to act in good faith, in all purity and
integrity, and in good conscience for
the wellbeing and happiness ot their
fellow-creatures in the administration

| of justice, truth and judgment; and
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it should be the aim of all law-makers
to consult the best interests of the
people from whom they derive antho-
rity, or in whose behalf they are
called to act. It is the duty of Lat-
ter-day Saints, and of all good people
to honor all laws and regulations-that
are ordered for the freedom of all
flesh. And if there are people who
do not feel disposed to, or who can

not, receive thke testimony of the

Lord Jesus, they are left with as much
freedom to enjoy the rights and privi-
leges which are accorded to them, as
the children of God on the earth, as
though they did believe, taking and
suffering the consequences of their
own unbelief, which consequence
will be a failure to attain to the bles-
sings which are revealed, and which
God deigns to bestow upon the obe-
dient and faithful.

The word of the Lord unto all
flesh is, “ Come unt®d me, all ye ends
of the earth, and be ye saved. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me,
for I am meek and lowly of haurt,
aud ye shall find rest to your souls,
for my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.” If any doubt the yoke of
Christ being easy and his burden
being light, let them try the experi.
ment, and demonstrate for themselves.

If there are any either, within or

l

without the Chureh of Christ, who |

feel his yoke to be heavy and galling,
and his burden not to be easy, I can
mnform them that they have not taken
upon themselves the yoke of Christ,
they are not bearing his barden, for
they ara not meek aund lowly of hert,
they have not learned their lessons
correctly—how to govern and control
their own spirits by the principles
and spirit of the everlasting Gospel.
There is nothing in its natare that
i oppressive, galling or hard to bear.
In saying this I give the experience
of my life, for it has been devoted
from my childhood to the contem pla-
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tion of these glorious truths, with an
earnest endeavor to apply them prac-
tically nnto myself, and I have de-
monstrated them, and 1 speak that
which I know and have experienced,
and most assuredly believe and tes-
tify of them. And many there are
who believe this testimony and are
able to corroborate it ; and those who
are not, and have not experienced it
in their lives have the privilege of
doing so.

It is our duty to sanctify the Lord
in this land that he has given us for
an inheritance, by observing, not
only the law of tithing, which is one
means which he has given us for that
purpose, but by observing every pre-
cept that emanates from him, and
living by every word that proceeds
from bhis mouth, not forgetting the
words of wisdom, which are designed
to improve us in a physical point of
view, to add strength to our bodies,
lengthen our lives, to Increase our
powers of endurance, and to increase
the strength, efficiency and power of
the rising generation. Every instito-
tion which God has established in our
midst—social, political and religious
—1s designed for our improvement,
individoally and collectively, as a
people and as families, to prolong our
lives and to increase our usefulness
and onr ability for good in the earth;
and if we observe these principles
and apply them diligently in onr lives,
praying earvestly with our families
and in secret to the Lord for wisdom
in doing so, our light will continue to
shine, our strength tu increase aud
our influence both athone nn i abroad,
on the earth and In the heavens, be-
fore God, angels and good men, and
the atrength union, faith, light and
purity of the lives ot the Latter—day
Saints will be a terror to evil-
duers.

What can men do against the Lord,
and against the peuple who fear him
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and are united in good works ? What
can the arm of flesh accomplish bat
its own discomfiture ? The weapons
of the people of God are not carnal,
but they are mighty through faith.
We war not against flesh and blood,
but against spiritual wickedness in
high places, and against corruption
wherever it is found, reproving sin,
folly, deception, dishonesty and wick-
edness of every kind, And if there
are those who profess to be Saints,
and who do not live the life of Saints,
whose light is not shining, whose
lamps #re not trimmed and burning,
whose lives and characters, precepts
and examples do not correspond with
the principles of the Gospel, this only
testifies to the weakness of men and
is nothing against the truth, the tes-
timony of Jesuos, or against the testi-
mony of those who do live their
religion and magnify their calling as
Saints, and whose precepts and ex
amples correspond. If some do not
believe, will that make the truth of
God of none-effect or less valuable ?
And what if some do not make their

lives correspond with their doctrines

and precepts, it will but show more
vividly and clearly the character of

those who are clean and pure, and |

who do love the trath and delight
to honor it.

I am a witness of the truth which
God has revealed unto man pertain-
ing to the fullness of the Gospel:

that Jesus 1s the Son of God, the
Savior of those who will receive

him, and that he has laid the foun-

dation for a more glorious and
extended salvation than the majority
of us are capable of conceiving and

properly comprehending; and his|

work is onward in the earth, and it
will continue onward and upward,
until the nations of the earth shall
be warned, and all people who will
hear may hear and receive the Gospel,
Fe nnmbered with his children, be
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gathered into his fold, become the
children of Zion, and prepared for his
coming, for at the appointed time,
which he has foretold, and which
time 18 in the bosom of the Father,
the Son will surely come in the
clouds of heaven and the holy Angels
with him, to assume the reins of
government on the earth, and to reign
King of kings and Lord of lords.
Then, all those who will not bow to
his sceptre, yield obedience to his
rule, and accept of his government
and of his dominion will be cut off.
Then comes the time spoken of when
every knee that remains shall bow,
und every tongue confess, to the glory
of God the Father, that Jesus is the
Christ.

It is to lay the foundation of this
work, and to prepare a people for this
era that the Lord called his servact
Joseph Swmith, and revealed unto
him the fullness of the Gospel in this,
the 19th century. Elder Rich tes-
tified that he kunew, by the revela-

' mother’'s womb and be born.

tions of God to himself, that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of God. The
question will arise in the minds of
the uubelieving, How can this be?
They marvel, like Nicodemus mar-
velled when Jesus told him he must
bs born again. He wondered within
himself how a man could be born
again—hbow, when he was old, he
could enter a second time into his
| The
marvel rises in the minds of many,
How can a man kuow for himself
that Joseph Smith was truly called
to be a Prophet, seer and revelator to
this generation? That God did
reveal to him the fullness of the Gos-
pel 7 That the Book of Mormon
contains the fullness of the Gospel
—the same that was taught and
revealed by the Savior and his dis-
ciples, as recorded in the New Tes-
tament 7 How can a man know that

Angels administered to him? That
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God opened the visions of heaven to
the Pmphet Joseph Smith? I an-
swer, They may know it precisely as
the Apnstle Peter knew that Jesus
was the Christ, the Son of the living

God. Itisin thls manner that Eider

Rich knows that Josepb Smith was |

a Prophet ; it is in this manner that
I know he was a Prophet and a ser-
vant of God raised up to commence
this work in the earth, and to lay the
foundation of the Church and king-
dom of God on the earth. When
Jesus asked Peter and the rest of the
Apostles, “Whom do men say that
I, the Son of Man am 7’ They an-
swered, “ Some think thou art ¥lias;
others that thou art John the Baptist
risen from the dead ; others that thou
art Jeremiah or one of the Prophets.”
“ But whom say ye that I am?”
Peter answered—* Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”
““ Blessed art thou Simon Barjonah,
flesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee, but my Father who 1s in
heaven ; and verily I say unto thee,
upon this rock I will build my Chureh,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” Not upon Peter, not his
person, for he was ﬂash and must
pass away like the flower of the field.
It was not on Peter, or his sucecessors
in office, as is taught by the Romish
church. Then who and what was
this rock Christ referred to? It was
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the rock of revelation, revelation
from the living God. “On this
rock,” said the Savior, “ 1 will build

my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against i..” And I
repeat that I know the trath of the
Gospel, as Peter knew that Jesus was
the Christ, by revelation unto me
from the Father who is in heaven,
and I bear this testimony unto
yonu.

I know that there are many,’ very
many, whose testimony has been
proclaimed in the ears of this genera-
tion, and 1s recorded in heaven. Their
words are like the precions things
that John saw in the vials that were
before the throne of God, and their
testimony will remain, and blessed
are all those who receive it. Blessed
be the Lord God who revealed these
things unto Peter and unto hisservant
Joseph, and who has revealed it unto
many more who have sought him
with an earnest desire to know his
ways! DBlessed are those who fear
hnn and keep his commandments !

y God help us to live aﬂ Sm nts,
and let. our llght shine ! 1?
seal the testimony of the Twelve
upon the hearts ﬂf those who de-
sire it, that they may come unto
and walk in the light, be saved
through the iruth, and inherit exal-
tation with the sanctified, is my
prayer, for Christ’s sake. Amen.



