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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDEN( BRIGHAM YOUNG,

De1vErep AT THE 425D SeMI-ANNUAL CoNFPERENCE. Sanr Laxsz Ciry,
Ocroeer 9. 1872,

(Reported by David W. Evans.)

THE ORDER OF ENOCH.

S oppose we should examine a city
n a stake of Zion couducted after
the order of Enoch! We would like
to look. ‘or a few moments upon the
facts as they would exist. If a peo-
ple were gathered together, were they
many or few, who would follow out
the instrocdons given them in the
Bible and in the other revelations
that we have, they would have to be
very obedient, and probably many
would feel to say, “ I wish to manage
my own affairs, L wish to dictate my-
self, I wish to govern and control my
labor, I can not submit to have any-
body else dictate me. This is servi-
tude, and is rothing more nor less
than slavery !” I suppose there are
some who would feel thus, When I
look at the Latter-day Saints I think
how independent they are. They have
been very independent, there is no
question of 1t.  When they have
heard the Gospel, thongh, perhaps,
in the flood of persecution, and the
finger of scorn ponted towards them,
they have said, “The Gospel is trune,
and if my friends will not believe i,
it makes no difference to me, I am

independent enoogh to embrace the

troth, and to gather out from the
midst of Babylon and to make my
home with the Saints. ‘'here are
plenty of such people here in this
house—men and women, old and
young. . bece are young people here

=1

who have left their parents and every -
thing they had on the face of the
earth for the sake of the Gospel.
Middle-aged men have left their
wives and their children, saying, “I
am going to live according to the
plan that has been laid down in the
Scriptures for the salvation of the
human family.” This certainly ex-
hibits as much independence as mor-
tal beings can manifest, and yet we
have said we will yield strict obedi-
ence to these requirements, prepara-
tory to emjoying the glory that the
Lord has for the Saints. 1 will ask,
Is there liberty in this obedience ?
Yes, and the only plan on the face of
the earth for the people to gain real
liberty is to yield obedience to these
simple principles. Not but that we
should find a great many who do not
exactly nnderstand how to yield obe-
dience, strictly, to the requirements
of heaven for their own salvation and
exaltation; but no person can be ex-
alted in the kingdom ot heaven with-
out, first submitting himself to the
rules, regulations, laws and ordinances
of that kingdom, and being perfectly
subject to them in every respect. Is
this the fact? It is even so. Con-
sequently, no person is fit to be a ruler
until he can be ruled; no one is fit
to be the Lord of all antil he bhas
submitted himself to be servant of
all.  Does h s give the people liver-
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ty? Ic is we only thing in the
heabens oz on tue earth .hat can uo
so. Wheve is .he I'berty in sabjeci-
ing ourselves su ey to tbe reqaive-
menis of heavon snd becoming one
in ali our operacions to saild u» the
kingdom 0° (od uoou he earth ?
By striet oveuience to these requisa-

men<s, we nrove oacselves faichfu. wo |

our God; aad when we have ypassed
throagh al the ordzals necessa'v,
and have proved ner ecl y sabmr ssive
to ali vhe rivles anu tegu'at’oas wu'ch
give lite eterna), he thea sess as free
and crowns os w L glory, immor.
talicy and ete dal lives; aud chere /s
no other puth inal waecaw walk in,
no otber sys.em, no oier liw; or
ordinances by woch we caa gain
exaleafwn, only bv submilting car-
selves perdi « L tae rgqu vements
of heaven.

Now saprore e 1au & uile s02edy
organized on the n'an I menlionea a}
the commuoce n-n! »4my revia ks—
a‘ter ine O¥dev of Enuch—would we
buiii vur hoases all slike? Ivo.
How shoolu we live ? I wid teu
you how I wouly as-ange for a lLitfle
family, say ahout a thousand persovs.
I would bui'd bouses expressly for
their coavenicace .o cooking, wasle
ing aod evecy depariment o ueir
domestic arc.ngements. laswead of
having every sjoman gei..ng ap ia
the moroin, and fussiag arouna a
cooksfove or uver the fice, cooking a
Listle foou .or two or tuvee or hall a
dozen persons, ov a dozen, as tns case
may ke, sue wouall vave nsiing toJo
bus wogowherwuik, Le mebuvemy
arrangemens perg, & nali 1o Waien 1
can seat five hundrea persons lv eat;
and I have my cooking apparatos—
rvanges a1l evens—:1i prepared Aad
suppuse we aaa a ball 4 hundred feet
iong wiu uif Guokiag roow attacued
0 wuis nali; wad Anece is & person al
the farther end o¥ the tapie and he.
shou'd telegragh thai he wanted a
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warm beefsfeak ; and ilis is coaveyed
to him by a liwle railway, perhaps
under the tzble, and he ovsie may
vake hev beefsYeak. ¢ What do you
want ¥o take with it?” ¢ A enn of
tea, a cup of coffee, a cup of milk,
piecs of Toast,” or sometning or other,
no matter what thev call for, it is
cowveyed to them and thev take iy,
and wecun seai five hnadred at unce,
and seyv€them all ina very few min-
utes, And when they pave all eaten,
the dishes ave piled together, slipped
unde the table, and ran back to the
oaes who wash them. We could
bave a few Chinamea to do #hat if
we did ot waat {o do ' ourselves.
Under such a sys.em fue women
could go to wo'k making theiy bon-
nets, Ma's and clothipg., or in the
factories. I bave not tiwe to map it
out before von as I wish to. But
neve is our dinivg room, and adjoin-
g ¥his is oar prayer room, where
we would asssmble perfaps five bun-
(red peesons ab ove tiwe, ad Luve
Ow: prayers ju the eveomg and in vhe
mocning.  Wheu we baa oar prayers
aaéd our break.ast, thea each ana
every oae to his hosipess, But the
laquiry is, in a moment, How ave you
going w geb toem together ¥ Buaild
your houses jost the size you want
them, whether a huadred feet, fifty
feet or five, and have them so ar-
vanged tuat you can walk directly
rom work to dinper. “ Wonid you
build tne honses all alike?” Oh no,
f tnere 8 nay one oersgn who has
beilerdasie 1n butldiay ilan ofers,
and can gei np morefasteful liouses,
make youw plans sou We wiil pai
Avem up, aad have ihe greatest\Wa-
Tiety we can imagine.

What wi'l weqo4hwu h4he day?
Eac.. one go 40 his work. Here ave
the herdsmed—Nere 2@ those who
ok aftes Lue shee erc av€ vhose
who make t..e butler and toe cheese,

all at their work by themselves. Some
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for the kanyon, perhaps, or for the
plow or harvest, no difference what,
each and every class is organized,
and all labor and perform their
part. |

Will we have the cows in the city?
No. Will we have the pig pens in
the city 7 No. Will we have any
of our outhouses in the city ? No,
We will have our railways to convey
the food to the pig pens, and some-
body to take care of them. Some-
body to gather up the scraps at the
table, and take them away. Some-
body to take the feed and feed the
cows, and take care of them out of
the city. Allow any nuisance in the
city? No, not any, but everything
kept as clean and as nice as it is in
this tabernacle. Gravel our streets,
pave our walks, water them, keep
them clean and nicely swept, and
everything neat, nice and sweet. Our
houses built high, sleep up stairs,
have large lodging rooms, keep every-
body in fresh air, pure and healthy.
Work through the day, and when it
comes evening, instead of going to a
theatre, walking the streets, riding,
or reading novels—these falsehoods
got up expressly to excite the minds
of youth, repair to our room, and
have our historians, and our different
teachers to teach classes of old and
young, to read the Scriptures to
them; to teach them history, arith-
metic, reading, writing and painting ;
and have the best teachers that can
be got to teach our day schools. Half
the labor necessary to make a people
moderately comfortable now, would
make them independently rich under
such a system. Now we toil and
work and labor, and some of us are
so anxious that we are svre to start
after a load of wood on Satarday so
as to occupy Sunday in getting home.
This would be stopped in our commu-
nity, and when Sonday morning
came every child would be required
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to go to the school room, and parents
to go to meeting or Sunday school;
and not get into their wagons or car-
riages, or on the railroads, or lonnge
around reading novels; they would
be required to go to meeting, to read
the Scriptures, to pray and cultivate
their minds. The youth would have
a good education, they would receive
all the learning that could be given
to mortal beings; and after they had
studied the best books that could be
got’hold of, they would still have the
advantage of the rest of the world,
for they would be taught in and have
a knowledge of the things of God.

Bring up our children in this way
and they would be trained to love the
truth. Teach them honesty, virtue
and prudence, and we should riot see
the waste around that now is wit-
nessed. The Latter-day Saints waste
enough to make a poor people com-
fortable. Shall I mention one or two
instances 7 I will mention this one
thing any way, with regard to our
paper mill. Can you get the Latter-
day Saints to save their rags? No,
they will make them and throw them
out of doors. Is there a family in
this community but what are too well
off in their own estimation to take
care of paper rags? I think a good
many of them would rather steal
their beef and what they want than
stoop to pick up paper rags to make
paper to print our paper on. Not all
wonld do this, but a few; and the
majority are so well off that they
have not that prudence which belongs
to Saints; and I feel sometimes a.
little irritated, and inclined to scold
about it, when I see women who were
brought up without a shoe to their
foot, or a second frock to their back
perhaps, and who lived until they
were young women in this style, with-
out ever stepping on fo an inch of
carpet in their lives, and they know
no more how to treat a carpet than



THE ORDER

pigs do. Do they know how to treat
fine furniture? No, they do not;
but they will waste, waste—their
clothing, their carpets and their fur-
nitore. I bear them say sometimes,
“ Why, I have had this three years,
or five years.” If my grandmother
could have got an article such as you
wear, she would have kept it for her

daughters from generation to genera- |

tion, and it would have been good.
But now, our young women waste,
waste,

This is finding faunlt, and I wish I
could hurt your feelings enough to
make you think of it when you get
home, If I could make you a little
mad, when you get home if yoa see
a pretty good piece of carpet thrown
out of doors you will go, perhaps,
and shake it and lay it up, thinking
that it may be serviceable to some-
body or other; and if you cannot do
anything else with it, give it to some-
body who has not a bed to lie upon,
to put under them to help to make a
bed.

If we could see such a society or-
ganized as I have mentioned, you
would see none of this waste. You
would see a people all attending to
their business, having the most im-
proved machinery for making cloth,
and doing every kind of housework,
farming, all mechanical operations, in
our factories, dairies, orchards and
vineyards ; and possessing every com-
fort and convenience of life. A
society like this would never have to
buy anything ; they would make and
raise all they would eat, drink and
wear, and always have something to
sell and bring money, to help to in~
crease their comfort and indepen-
dence.

“ Well, bat,” one would say, “I
shall never have the privilege of
riding again in a carriage in my
life.” Oh what a pity! Did you
ever ride in one when you had your
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own way ? No, you never thought
of such a thing. Thousands and
thousands of Latter-day Saints never
expect to own a carriage or to ride in
one. Would we ride in carriages ?
Yes, we would; we would have them
suitable for the community, and give
them their proper exercise; and if I
were with you, I wounld be willing to
give others just as much as I have
myself. And if we have sick, would

' they want a carriage to ride in?

Yes, and they would have it too, we
would bave nice ones to carry out
the sick, aged and infirm, and give
them exercise, and give them a good
place to sleep in, good food to eat,
good company to be with them and
take care of them.

Would not this be hard ? Yes, I
should hope so. If I had the privi-
lege and the power, I would not in-
troduce a system for my brethren
and myself to live under unless it
would try our faith. I do not want
to live without having my faith and
patience tried. They are pretty well
tried. I do not know how many
there are who would endure what I
endure with regard to faith aud
patience, and then be persevering in
the midst of it all. Buat I would not
form a society, ror ask an individual
to go to heaven by breaking all the
bones in his body, and puatting him
in a silver basket, and then, hitching
him to a kite, send him up there. I
would not do it if I had the power,
for if his bones were not broken he
would jump out of the basket, that
is the idea. I see a great many who
protess to be Latter-day Saints, who
would not be contented in heaven
unless their feelings undergo a great
change, and if they were there and
you wanted to keep them there, you
would have to break their backs, or
they would get out. But we want
to see nothing of this in this little
society.
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If I had charge of sach a society
as this to which I refer, I would not
allow oovel reading; yet il is in m
house, in the houses of my conase
ors, 1n the houses of these Aposties,
these Seventies and High Priests, in
the houses of the High Counecil in
this city, and .in other cities, and in
the, honses of the Bishops, and we
permit 1t; yel it is ten thousand
times worse than it is for men to
come here and teach our children the
a b ¢, good morals, and how to be-
have themselves, ten thousand times
worse! You let your children read
novels until they run away, until
they get so that they do not care—
they are reckless, and their mothers
are reckless, and some of their fathers
are reckless, and if yon do not break
their backs and tie them up they will
go to hell. That is rough, is it not ?
Well, it is a comparison. Yon have
got to check them some way or other,
or they will goto destruction. They
. are perfeotly crazy., Their actions
say, “1 waat Babylon stuck on to
me; I wani to revel in Babylon ; I
want evervihing I can think of or
desire.” If I had the power to do
so, I would not take sach people to
heaven. (God will not take them
there, that I am sure of. He will
try the faith and patience of this peo-
ple. 1 would uot like to get into a
society where there were no trials;
but I would like to see a society orga-
nized & sbow the Latier-day Saints
how lo build up the kingdom of God.

Do yoc think we shall waat eny
lawyers in var seciely ?  No, I think
not. Do you nob think they wll
howi around? Yes, you will hear
theiv bowls going up morning and
evemng, bewailivg ove another.
They wi'l howl, ** We can get no law-
suits ere; we ecanwol find anybedy
coal will

quarrel w.ih Lis neighbor. | cellent men.
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bave felt when he was ia Eagland:
He saw and heard tie lawyers plead-
mg at u great trial there, and he was
asked bis opinion conceruing them.
He replied that he had two lawyers
in his empire, and when he got home
he intended to hang one of them.
That is about the love I have for
some lawyers who are always stirring
up strife. Not but that lawyers are
good in their place;
their place? I cannot find it. It
makes me think of what Bisse! said
to Paine in Kirtland. In a lawsait
that had been got up, Bissell was
pleading for Joseph, and Paine was
pleading for an apostate. Paine had
blackgnarded Bissell a good deal.
In his plea Dissell stopped all ‘aé

but where 18°

once, and, tarning to Mr. Paine, said

he: * Mr. Paine, do you believe in a
devil?” “Yes,” said Mr. Paine,
who was a keen, smart lawyer. Said
Bissell, “ Where do you think he
is?” “I do not know.” * ijo you
not think he is in hiell ?” said Bissel.
“I suppose he is.” “ Weli,” said
Bissell, “do yon not ihink he is in
pain [Paine] ?” t'hey almost act to
me as if they were in pain. They
must excuse me if there are any of
them bere to.day. I cannot seoe the
least nse on the face of the earth for

these wicked lawyers who stir up

strife. If they would turn merchants;
cattle breeders, farmers or mechanies,

or would build factories, they wonld
be nseful ; but to stir up strife and
quarrels, to alienate the feelings of
neighbors, and to destroy the -eace
of communities, seems to be their
only business. For ¢ man {o under-
stand the law is very excellent, but
who is there that understands it ?
They that do and are peacemakers,
they are legitimate lawyers. There
are many lawyers who are verv ex-

Whai 'shall- we ‘Go ?" I feel about | an homorable gentiemen in the pro-

them as Peter of Russia is said to | fession of the law ?

“ Do not go to

Wht is t.e advice of ',
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law with your neighbor; do not be
coaxed into a lawsuit, for yon will
not be benefited by it. If you do go
to law, you will hate your neighbor,
and you will finally have to pick some of
your neighbors who hoe potatoes and
corn, who work in the cabinet shop,
at the carpenter’s bench, or at the
blacksmith’s forge, to settle it for
you. You will have to pick ten,
twelve, eighteen or twenty-four of
them, as the case may be, to act as a
jury, and your case goes before them
to decide. They are not lawyers, but
they understand truth and justice,
and they have got to judge the case
at last.” Why not do this at first,
and say we will arbitrate this case,
and we will have no lawsnit, and no
difficulty with our neighbor, to alien-
ate our feelings one from another?
This is the way we should do as a
community. -

Would you want doctors? Yes,
to set bones. We should want a
good surgeon for that, or to cut off a
limb. Bat do you want doctors?
‘Dr not much of anything else, let

e tell you, only the traditions of
the people lead them to think so;
and here 18 a growing evil in our
midst. It will be so in a little time
that not a woman in all Israel will
dare Yo have a baby unless she can
~have'a doctor by her. 1 will tell you
what to do, you ladies, when yon find
you are going to have an increase, go
off into some country where youn can-
not call for a doctor, and see if you
can keep it. I guess you will have
it, and I guess it will be all right,
too. Now the cry is, “ Send for a
doctor,” If you have a pain in the
head, “Send for a doctor;” if your
heel aches, *“ I want a doctor;” “ my
back aches, and I want a doctor.”
The stady and practice of anatomy
and surgery are very good ; they are
mechanieal, and are frequently need-
ed. Do you not think it is necessary

No. 1a.
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to gia® psfedicine sometimes? Yes,

onld rather have a wife of
i Knows what medicine to
wsvhen I am sick, than all
the professional doctors in the world.
Now let me tell you dbout doctoring,
becanse I am acquainted with it, and
know just exactly what constitutes
a good doctor in physic. It is that
man or woman who, by revelation,
or we may call it intuitive inspira-
tion, 18 capable of administering
medicine to assist the human system
when it is besieged by the enemy
called Disease; but if they have not
that manifestation, they had better
let the sick person alone. I will tell
you why : I can see the faces of this
congregation, but I do not see two
alike; and if I could look into your
nervous systems and behold the
operations of disease, from the crowns
of your heads to the soles of your
feet, 1 shonld behold the same differ-
ence that I see in your physiognomy
—there would be no two precisely
alike. Doctors make experiments,
and 1f they find a medicive that will
have the desired effect on one person,
they set it down that it is good for
everybody, bat it is not so, for upon
the second person that medicine is
administered to, seemingly with the
same disease, it might produce death.
If you do not know this, you have

| not had the experience that I have,

I say that unless a man or woman
who administers medicine to assist
the haman system to overcome dis-
ease, understands, and has that intui-
tive knowledge, by the Spirit, that
such an article is good for that indi-
vidual at that very time, they had
better let him alone. Let the sick
do without eating, take a little of
something to cleanse the stomach,
bowels and blood, and wait patiently,
and let Nature have time to gain the
advantage over the disease. Sup-
pose, for illustration, we draw a line

Vol. XV.
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through this congregation, and place
those on this side where they cannot
get a doctor, without it 18 a surgeon,
for thirty or fifty yeurs to come;
and pnt the other side in a country
full of doctors, and they thnink they
ought to have them, and this side of
the house that has no doctor will be
able to buy the inheritance of those
who have doctors, and overrun them,
outreach them, and buy them up, and
finally obliterate them, and they will
be lost in the masses of those who
have no doctors. 1 know what some
say when they look at such things,
but that is the fact. Ladies and
gentlemen, you may take any coun-
try in the world, I do not care where
you go, and if they do not employ
doctors, you will find they will beat
communities that employ them, all
the time. Who is the real doctor?
That man who knows by the Spirit
of revelation what ails an individual,
and by the same Spirit knows what
medicine to administer. That is the
real doctor, the others are quacks.
But to the text. We want to seea
community organized in which every
person will be industrious, faithful
and prudent. What will you do with
the children? We will bring them
up until they are of legal age, then
say, “Go where you please. We
have given you a splendid education,
the advantage of all the learning of
the day, and if you do not wish to
stay with the Saints, go where yon
please.” What will you do with
those who apostatize after having
entered into coverant and agreement
with others that their property shall
be one, and be in the hands of trust-
ees, and shall never be taken out ?
If any of these parties apostatize, and
say we wish to withdraw from this
community, what will you do with
them? We will say to them, “ Go,
and welcome,” and if we are disposed
to give them anything, it isall right.
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Where are we going to find the
greatest difficulty and obstruction
with regard to this organization?
In the purse of the rich? No, not
by any means. 1 have got some
brethren who are just as close, tight
and penurious as I am myself, but I
would rather take any moneyed man
in this community, and undertake to
manage him, than some men who
are not worth a dollar in the world.
Some of this class are too independ-
ent. They would say, “I'll goa
fishing,” or “ 1 guess I'll go a riding,
where I please.” Well, if 1 were to
give out word, and say to the com-
munity, Send in your names, I want
to see who are willing to go into an
organization of this kind, who do
you suppose would write to me first ?
The biggest thieves in the commu-
nity. Do not be shocked at that,
any of you, whether you are strangers
or not, for we have some of the
meanest men that ever disgraced
God’s footstool right in the midst of
the Latter-day Saints. Do not be
startled at that, because it is true.
I have told the people many a time,
if they want anything done, no matter
how mean, they can find men here
who can do it, if they are to be found
on the earth. I can not help this.
You recollect that Jesus compared
the kingdom of heaven to a net
which gathered all kinds. If our
net has not gathered all kinds, I
wonder where the kinds are that we
have not got. I say that some of
the worst men 1n the community
would be the first ones to proffer
their names to go into such an asso-
ciation. I do not want them there.
Is this the fact? Yesitis. I un-
derstand it exactly. But if such a
community could be organized, to
show the Latter-day Saints how to
build wp the kingdom of heaven on
the earth, I would be glad to see it—
would not you?
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If this could be dore I want to
‘say to the Latter-day Saints, that I
bave a splendid place, large enough
for about five hondred or a thousand
persons to settle upon, and I would
like to be the one to make a donation
of it, with a good deal more, to start
the business, to see if we can actually
accomplish the affair, and show the
Latter-day Saints how to build up
Zion. Not to make a mock of it.
Not go and preach the Gospel without
purse and scrip, and gather up the
poorand needy, and have them bring
Babylon with them. Leave Babylon
out of the question. Make our own
-clothing, but do not pat seventeen
or twenty-one yards in a single dress,
neither be attired so as to look like
a camel. It 1s not comely, it does
not belong to sersible people, nor to
any people who wish to carry them-
selves justly and correctly, before
the heavens and intelligent men.

If the ladies want silks, we have
the mulberry here, of all kinds; we
have the silkworm eggs here, and we
have made the silk. Go to work
now and raise worms, and wind the
silk, and weave it and make all the
satin ribbons you wish for. We
have men and women here, who did
nothing all their lives before they
came here but weave satin ribbons
and satin cloth. This is their busi-
ness, they know how to
you will raise the silk, dress your-
selves just as beantifully asyou please.

By and by when this people learn
the value of the mulberry and the
silkworm, you will see the women
with their few trees in their yards
and around their lots, and for shade
‘trees in the streets; and the children
will be picking the leaves and feeding
-the worms, and they will get up silk
dresses here like those in the Kast
Indies. The silk dresses they make
there you can put them on and wear
them until you are tired of them, and

get it up. If
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almost from generation to generation.
We can make them here just as good.
And we can have coats and vests and
pants made of our home-grown ma-
terial, which a man would wear for
his best suit, and hand down to his
posterity. When we have learned
the worth of silk we will make it
and use it instead of linen. We
have a splendid country xE::-r raising
silk, but not a good country to raise
flax in; splendid for raising wool,
grain, fruit, vegetables, cattle, milk,
butter and cheese, and here we are
importing our cheese. We ought
to be making cheese by the hundreds
of tons. We ought to export it in
quantities; but instead of that we
are sending to the States for it.
Where are your cows ? Have yon
taken care of them? If you see a
community organized as they should
be, they will take care of their calves;
they will have something to feed
them on in the winter, and they will
take care of their stock and not let
it perish, What a sin it is to the
Latter-day Saints, if they did but
know it, to abuse their stock—their
cattle, milch cows and horses!
Through the summer they will work
and use them, and in the winter turn
them out to live or die as they can,
taking no care of that which God
has given them. Were it not for the
ignorance of the people, the Lord
would curse them for such things.
We ought to learn some of these
facts, and try to shape our lives so
as to be useful. Let the men make
their lives useful. Let the women
make their lives useful. Mothers, teach
your danghters how to keep house,
and not how to spend everything
they can get hold of. I will just
say a few words on this subject. We
have hundreds of young men here
who dare not take girls for wives.-
Why ? Because the very first thing,
they want a horse and buggy, and
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a piano; they want somebody to
come every day to give them lessons

on the piano; they want two hired

girls and a mansion, so that they can
entertain company, and the boys are
afraid to marry them. Now mothers,
teach yonr girls better things than
these. What are the facts in the
case  If you had been bronght np
to know what property—fine furni-
ture, carpets, and so on, was worth,
you would teke care of it, aud be
prudent in the use of it, and teach
your girls to take care, instead of
wasting it. Do you believe it? This
does not hit all, bat too many. I
wish - yon would hearken to these
things. I am taking up the time,
and not giving to others an opportu-
nity to address yon. We have not
said what we want to say to the Lat-
ter-day Saints. We onght to have
a house four times as la as this,
and we ought to fill it; and we ought
to sit together not only four days,
but a week and perhaps two weeks,
and leave home at home, leave Baby-
" lon in Babylon—leave everything
and come here to worship the living
God, and learn of his ways, that we
may walk in bis paths. This is our
duty, and what we should do. Bat
thee are so mapy who can hardly
spend time to go 10 meeting on the
Sabbath day; and they can bardly
spend time to go to Conference. They
have so muoch bnsiness -on hand, so

many cattle to take care of; they |
have money to let out, or money |
]JDl'i"m‘.'; tht‘j’ have men to see to, or I
something or other, and it seems as |

if the affections of the
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many will find they are mistaken if
they are not careful. 'We had better
reckon with ourselves and look over
our accounts, and see how we stand
before the Liord. See if we are doing
good, if we are bestowing our sub-
stance on the poor, that they may
have food to eat and habitations to
dwell in, and be mace comfortable :
see if we are sending our means for
the poor in foreign lands, and aiding
to send the Elders to preach to the
nations and gather up the people and
make them happy and comfortable.
Instead of doing this I fear that
many are wandering away from the
commandments of the Lord. “Q
fools, and slow of heart to believe !”
We can get rich a great deal quicker
by serving God than by serving onr-
selves, do a great deal better, and do
a great deal more good. The earth
is the Lord’s ad the fullness thereof.
He is anxious, and is wailing with
extended arms and hands, compara-
tivelv, to pour the wealth of the
world into the laps of the Latter-day
Saints, if they will not give it away
to their enemies. But now, just as
soon as anything is given to the Lat-
ter-day Saiuts they are looking from
east to west, and from north to south,
to see where they can strew thav that
God gives them among their enemies
—those who sparn the things of God,
and would destroy his kingdom from
the earth. I say, let the Lord keep
us poor rather than forsake our reli-
gion and turn away from it! Why
can not a man serve God with his
pockets full of greenbacks, and not

people are  lust after them one particle ? If he

hankering afterthethingsofthisworld ' can not do it, he is lacking in wisdom,

toomuch, too much! Stop, Latter-day
Saints, and reckon with yourselves,
and find whether you are actually in
the path of obedience to the require-
- ments of heaven or not. ~Some sup-
pose that they are serving God and
are on the road to eternal life, but

L

faith, and knowledge, and does not
understaud God and his ways. The
heavens and the earth are full of
blessings for the people. To whom
do they belong? To our Father in
heaven, and he wishes to bestow
them upon his children when they
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can receive and dispose of them to
his name’s glory.

We shall have to stop here. We
are going to adjourn our Conference,
though we have not said half what
we wish to say to yon and to ourselves,
for we want to be co-workers together.
Now let me say to the First Presi-
dency, to the Apostles, to all the
Bishops in Israel, and to every

i
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quorum, ard especially to those who
are presiding officers, Set that exam.
ple before your wives and your child-
ren, before your neighbors and this
people, that you can say: “ Follow
me, as I follow Christ.” When we
do this, all is right, and our con-
sciences are clear,

God Lless you.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON PRATT,

Deriverep IN THE 15tHE WaRrD AssemBry Rooms, Nov. 24, 1872

(Reported by David W. Evans.)

SPIRIT OF LIGHT AND TRU.H—ITS VALUE—ITS OPPOSITE NECESSARY—

FI<AL TRIUMPH OF LIGH: AXN.

I have, through upwards of forty
years’ experience in the pablic minis.
try, learned some few lessons in regard
to public speaking. In the first
place I know that the wisdom of
man avails but very little, and that
our own judgment, thoughts and
reflections are not what the Lord
requires; but he does require, and
has required, ever since the rise of
this Charch, that his servants shounld

by the power of the Holy

host. A revelation given to the
Elders of this Church in the year
1831, says, “ My servants shall be
sent forth to the east and to the west,
and to the north and to the south,
and they shall lift up their voices and
speak and prophecy, as seemeth me
gmd; but if you receive not the
Spirit you shall not teach.” This

TRUTH.

is a commandment that the Lord
gave to his servants over forty years
ago. I have seen a few times from
the commencement of my ministry,
when my mind seemed to be entirvely
closed up, and when what few words
I could stammer forth before a con-
gregation, were altogether unsatis-
factory to my own mind, and T pre-
sume to those who heard me. Bat I
do feel thankful to God that latrerly,
from year to year, he has favored me
with a liberty of utterance and with
the power and gift of the Holy Gliost.
I acknowledge his hand in this, for

| I know it has come from him, and

having experienced the two condi-
tions of mind I know the differ-
ence. I know that, not only as
public speakers, but as individnal
members of the Church of the living



