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this Territory are a witness to the
truth of this prediction or prophe-
cy. If Joseph Swith was an im-
postor, how did he know this work
would go beyond his own neighbor-
hood ? How did he know it would
ever live to be proclaimed to the
differenf parts of the State where
it originated, or where the
were found ? How did he know
that it would be preached to the
inhabitants of this great govern-
ment, and then cross the waters, to
-other nations, kindreds, peoples and

* . tongues. Such a prophecy uttered
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by an impostor, ‘would be very un-
likely to come to pass., Yet such
a prophecy was uttered; such a pro-
phecy has been fulfilled, and the
nations of the earth, as well as the
Latter-day Saints, are witnesses to
its fulfillment. We have seen this
people come forth year after year,
crossing the ocean, first in sailing
vessels, then in steamers, by hun-
dreds and by thousands, until they
are now almost a little nation here
in the tops of the mountains.
Amen, |
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A WORD OF EXHORTATION.

. Liast October Conference I asked
permission to take a journey to visit
the land of Palestine, and. some other
portions of the old world, expecting
that 1 should be absent, probably,
about eleven months, I was accom-
.panied on that journey by President
Lorenzo Snow and several others,
the party including eight. We
visited Pualestine any many other
countries, a portion of us calling at
the Fair in Vienna. Buat in con-
sequence of my selection, by the
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Conference last April, to do the du-
ties of trustee-in-trust, I returned
home a little sooner than I antici-
pated, though we were all well satis-
fied with our journey and visit, and
with every interview we had on the
entire journey, and were very thank-
ful to our heavenly Fiather that we
had the means given us, through
bis meroy, and I, individuoally,
through the kindness of my friends,
to make such a journey. We feel
that the results will be felt and
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realized hereafter, as having done |
much good. 1 feel, individually, |
to return my thanks and blessings
to all those who contributed to aid
me on that journey, and to all those |
who desired to, bat had not the
means. I feel that the blessing ol
the Lord, which we invoked on the
Mount of Olives, will rest upon his
people, and that the time is not
very far distant when God will falfill
his promises concerning Israel;
though, so far as we saw of the rem-
nants of Judah, their hearts are
very hard, and it will require the
exercise of great power on his part
to soften them. DBut as his word
will not fail, and his promises are
sure, we look forward to their fulfill-
ment with regard to Israel. * In the
meantime we, with all our hearts,
might, mind and strength, should
take warning by the example of
Israel, and not f:ll into the same
snares. They neglected their Tithes
and offerings, violated the Sabbath,
forgot their prayers and worshiped
other gods, and for these things God
cursed them and seattered them to
the four winds of heaven, and the
curses rest on the land, and, as was
predicted by the Prophet, the rain
has been turned into dust.

We, as Latter-day Saints, having
had revelation from the Lord, and
the fullness of the Priesthood re-
vealed unto us, should be exceeding |
careful that we do mnot neglect
the Gospel, turn from our dauties,
neglect our Tithes and offerings, Sab-
baths and prayers, forsake the Lord
and go astray after other gods, lest
peradventure the curse of the Al-
mighty fall upon us, and the king-
dom be rent from us and given to

another people. I feel that the de-
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solation, waste and barrenness of
Palestine, and the degradation of its
people should be a lasting and per-

' manent lesson to us in all things, to

keep the faith and obey the com-
mandments, to remémber our Tithes
and offerings, to be friends to the
poor, to remember oar prayers, to
remember the faith which God has
revealed unto us, and to contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the Saints, that we may have and
enjoy all its blessings. -

We have had a glorious season,
an abundant harvest and a good
time to gather it. The weather hag
been fine and agreeable, and now,
brethren and sisters, let us gather
together a few days to talk with
and strengthen each other upon the
principles of the Gospel of peace.
The Elders can bear testimony, for
I know that this is the. Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and that God has re-
vealed it to us for our salvation; and
our covetousness, and disposition ‘to

‘make a display in the world should

not interfere in any way whatever,
with us in devoting our time, talents,
energies and our all to the upbuilding
of his kingdom, for that is the great-
est interest and glory, and the grand-
est speculation tnere is on the face of
the earth,

These are my . sentiments and
views. 1 wish all persons in the con-
gregation, when they see a man rise
to speak, to lift up their hearts to
the Lord in prayer that the Lord
will have mercy upon us and fill
that man with the power of. the
Spirit, that he may speak to us di-
rectly by revelation from heaven,
that every wvoice that is elevated
may be elevated by the power of
the Almighty.



