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DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES C. RICH,

DELIVERED AT THE ADJOURNED SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH
oF JEsus CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, IN THE NEw TABERNACLE, SALT
Sarr Lage Crry, Sunpay, Ocroser 11, 1874,

{Reported by David W. Evans.)

GUARD AGAINST TEMPTATION—THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED—JOSEPH SMITH A PROPHET OF GOD—IF THERE WERE
NO CAUSE CREATING EVIL, THERE WOULD BE NO EVIL WORKS.

I have rejoiced in listening to the
instructions that we have received
this morning, as well as duoring the
whole of this Conference. It seems
to me that they oucht to make an
everlasting . impression upon the
minds of the Saints, and that we,
one and all, should be determined,
under the influence thereof, to live
more faithfully, and to keep the com-
mandments of God as near as possi-
ble in all things; and I have no
doubt that this is the feeling, at the
present time, of most of those who
have attended this Conference. 1t 1s
for us to guard against temptation
that may be presented before us,
and, when we leave this place, that
we suffer not ourselves to do or to
say anything that is wrong, but be
willing, with an eye single to the
glory of God, to carry out the coun-
sels of his servants, and to perform
all the labors required at our hands
in aiding to advance his cause and to
build up his kingdom upon the earth,
that we may prepare ourselves for
that which is to come both on the
earth and in the eternal worlds. I

know very well that there is no being
upon the earth who is thus engaged,
but what feels well; all such rejoice
in their labors, and the Spirit and
power of God will rest upon the
Saints when they take this course
and adopt this policy.

We have been permitted to live in
one of the most auspicious times or
dispensations that has ever been
ushered in upon the earth—the dis-
pensation of the gathering together
of all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven and which are on
earth. We may feel our weakness
and inability, but it it not our strength
or wisdom that is to bring about the
trinmph of the purposes of God upon
the earth, we are simply co-workers
with our heavenly Father, and his
power will bear off his Saints in the
fnture as it has done in the past and
up to the present time. It is upon
his arm that we have to lean, and in
him we must put ounr trust. When
has there been a time when the
Saints have trusted in God and been
disappointed ? Never ; inasmuch as
we have done our part, the Almighty
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has never failed to do his and fulfill
his promises. We have the power
to carry on this work and to perfect
ourselves, and also to perform a labor
for onr benefit and for the benefit of
our friends who lived before us, who
did not have such an opportuzity as
we have. This shonld be impressed
upon our minds, and we should not
suffer ourselves to neglect any duty
that is iucumbent upon us, whether
for our benefit or for the benefit of
those who have lived before us.
When we pass behind the vail and
meet with onr friends, if we can tell
them that, while we were in the
flesh, we attended to and performed
certain ordinances and ceremonies in
their bebalf which they, while here,
had not the privilege of attending to
and performing for themselves, and
which they had not power to accom-
plish in the spirit world, it certainly
will be a matter of rejoicing to us
and also to them ; but if, on meeting
them there, we have to admit that
we neglected to do that for their
benefit which it had been in our
power to attend to, we shall not feel
pleasant, and our friends will most
assuredly be disappointed.

In speaking of the Temples now
in course of erection in which to per-
form the ordinances for the dead, our
hearts ought to be inspired with
determinations to do all we can to
push them forward to completion,
that, in our day, while we yet live in
the flesh, we may have the privilege
of doing a work therein for ouar dead
friends as well as for ourselves, All

these things are before us, and our

eyes should be single to the glory of
God, and ovr hearts set upon baild-
ing up his kingdom upon the earth,
and not upon objects that do not
tend in this direction. I have felt,
for many years, that I was not safe
in any place or npon any errand,
and had no business to be engaged in
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any labor, no matter what it might
be, unless that business, errand or
labor was directed by the Priesthood;
and I feel to-day that all the labors
and operations of the ILatter-day
Saints, temporal and spiritual, ought
to be organized and directed by the
Priesthood which God has established
to lead his people. If our labors are
thus directed they will tell in the
right direction—for the upbuilding
of the kingdom of God, and not for
the promotion of evil upon the earth.
This is a thing against which we
should be continually on our guard.
Human nature is weak, and many
people when brought in contact with
evil influences are liable to be led
away, they are in danger, and the
best, the safest policy is to keep
away from dangerous ground and be-
yond the range of evil, and we should
not associate with those whose influ-
ence 1s evil.

Our lives are made up of small
items, of labors performed a little at
a time. If our acts are good, if our
words are such that the righteous
can approve of them, we need not
fear when they are summed up and

| judgment rendered, for our lives
- baving been spent in the performance

of good deeds, it will be all right
with us, and if we have this con-
sciousness we can rejoice wherever
we are. I can boar testimony that I
have never been disappointed when
I have been engaged in the work of

' the Lord, and in carrying out the

counsels of his servants unto me. I
can bear testimony that this is the
work of God, and that Joseph Smith
was a Prophet of God, that Brigham
Young is a Prophet of God, and that
the Gospel which they have preached
to the Latter-day Saints is the Gos-
pel of the Son of God ; and inasmuch
as we live according to its precepls
we shall be delivered fromevil, Sal.
vation is revealed in the Gospel, and
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that salvation commenced to be re-
ceived. by us when we obeyed it.

"e cau be freed from our sins when
we learn and obey the trath, for in
the Gospel there is deliverance from
sin if we will but apply its principles
%0 our lives. When we find a diffi-
culty in the midst of the people, it 1s
simply beeause some one or more have
done that which they ought not to
have done, and had they applied the
principles of the Gospel applicable to
that particular case, the difficnlty
might have been avoided. When we
practice the prineiples of this Gospel
to perfection, we shall be delivered
from evil, whether in this world or
in the world to come. For instance,
if no murders are committed, none of
the evils will be experieneed which
grow out of that crime; if the people
generally would cease lying, the evils
now resulting because of the great
prevalence of falsehood in the world
would be unknown. And so we
might enumerate all of the evils that
are committed by the human family
and say that, if the principles of the
Gospel of Christ were universally
observed, the evilsof every kind now
so abundant in all parts of the world
would be known no more. Then it
18 for us, to whom this Gospel has
been revealed, to learn what is right,
and to be faithful in practicing it,
and the more taithful we are in apply-
ing ourselves to this important duty,
the more speedily will evil disappear
from amongst us, and the salvation
promised by the Gospel be by us en-
joyed, and that is precisely what we
want—a present as well as an eternal
salvation by an application of the
priunciples of the Gospel to our daily
lives.

If this course were pursued by
mankind generally, it would soon
bring about a millennium, or that
still more happy time spoken of by
the Prophets, when the knowledge of
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God shall cover the earth as the
waters cover the great deep, and
when men all the world over are
friends and brothers. This is the
direction in which the practice of the
principles of the Gospel leads us,
and a continued and close attention
thereto will enable us to overcome
every imperfection. At the same
time our heavenly Father is dis

to try those who profess to have
taken upon them the name of Christ,
and, in fact, he is trying us con-
tinoally in order to prove whether
we will serve him in all things. If
an evil is presented before us, we
must either receive or reject it. If
we reject it we have overcome; if
we accept it, we are overcome of evil.
Aud we may say that we have
continually a trial before us, and i
1s for us to be on our gunard that we
enter not into temptation, and that
we are not overcome, no matter In
what guise or how -temptingly evil
may present itself to us. We need
to be valiant before the Lord, valiant
in testimony, valiant in keeping his
commandments, valiant in rejecting
every evil principle and practiee that
may be presented before us; and if
this i1s our course, and we continue
therein, the time will come when we
will be counted wortby of an inheri-
tance and exaltation among the
sanctified in the presence of our
Father.

I feel to rejoice in the prineiples
of the Gospel that the Lord has re-
vealed to us, and that, many years
ago I had the privilege of hearing
and obeying them. 1 can say that,
from that time until the present, I
have never had the frst moment’s
sorrow because of anything that I
have been called to pass through in
connection with the Gospel, and I
hope I never shall. My experience
in this cause and kingdom has been
a source of continual rejoicing, and



172

I believe it will be so to the end. 1
trust brethren and sisters that this
i8 also your experience, and that yon
and I may continue faithful to the
end, that we may be counted worthy
of the privilege of mingling with

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

that great company of the sanctified
and just whom we have heard spoken
of this morning, and that with them
we may receive a crown of glory and
immortality. This is my prayer in
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR,

DELIVERED AT THE SEMI-ANNUAL GeENERAL ConNrFeErRENCE oF THE CHURCH

OF JEsSUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS,

IN THE NEW TABERNACLE, SALT

Lake Crry, Fripay ArrerNooxn, OcroBer 9, 1874

(Reported by David W. Bvanz.)

EKNOWLEDGE RECEIVED BY IMMEDIATE

REVELATION—CO-OPERATION 1IN

TEMPORAL AFFAIRS—THE SAINTS ARE HEIRS OF GOD AND JOINT-

HEIRS WITH CHRIST.

In our assemblies at Conference

the earth, and for the introduction of

the representatives of the people ll principles which have emanated from
from the various parts of the Terri- | God, which are calenlated to rege-
tory meet together to be informed in | - nerate, evangelize and redeem the
relation to any and all measures that  world in which we live.

may be determined upon for the fur.|  There is something peculiar in the
therance of our interests as a people, | relationship that we sustain to each
and the interests of the Church and |  other, to those who have gone before

kingdom of God upon the earth;

is established upon the earth, and
God has communicated unto us his
will, and, by revelation, has in-
structed us how to organize the
varions orders of the Priesthood as
they have been presented before you
to-day. I feel that we are acting in
the presence of God and of the holy
angels, and that we are operating for
our own welfare, the welfare of our
ancestors and, in part, for the welfare
of the millions who have lived upon

us, to our God and to the building up
for the Church and kingdom of Gad '

of his kingdom. We are not acting
for nnrselves individually, but in the
interests and for the benefit of all
men that have ever lived upon the
earth, as well as of those now living
apon 1it.

We are acting in conjunction with
the Almighty, with Apostles and
Prophets and men of God who have
lived in the various ages of the world,

to accomplish the great programme
that God had in his mind in relation

to the human family before the world



