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the work of god and accomplish his
purposes herehero upon the earth
why some of these men you

heard elder hyde talking about
here the other day are beginning to
visit the lamanitesLamanites somebody
asked me why they did not come to
some of us said I1 1 I do not
know but I1 think that if I1 was the
father of these folks I1 should go to
them first seek after them first
but no matter let them operate and
us operate and god operate and
dont let us stand in the way of god
let us humble ourselves let us
reyeretereverencerence the priesthood and honor
those who are keeping the command
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there have been a number of items
of interest touched upon by the bre-
thren who have spoken during this
conference and as it is a time when
we meet together for the purpose of
receiving general instructions itii
seems to me very desirable that the
ttimeilmeameime should be occupied in dwelling
upon principles which immediately

ments of god and managing thetho
afflairsaffairs of his church and kingdom on
the earth let us operate also with
the lianglivngliving priesthood of all ages
with adamdam seth enoch noah
melchizedek abraham isaac jacob
the prophets jesus his apostles
with ether jared and his brother
lehi alma moroni mormon thetha
prophets and apostles on this con-
tinent and men that have held thothe
same priesthood that we do and with
them help our heavenly father to
establish and roll on this kingdom
to save the living and the dead and
bring in everlasting righteousness in
the name of jesus amen

pertain to our condition and presentpresen fc

circumstances in the remarks
which I1 shall make this afternoon I1
trust I1 shall be led to speak upon
those things which immediately con-
cern us and which pertain to our
daily lives
I1 rejoice exceedingly in this oppor

tunityeunity that is the opportunity of
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being present at conference I1 be-
lieve that I1 can appreciate it better
thanwan I1 could possibly have done hadtb1 beeneen here all the time during the
winter I1 have however during
my absence enjoyed myself better
than I1 could have expected I1 have
felt that the lord has been with nsus as
a people that his power has been
manifested in our behalf and that so
farfi as the prospects of zion in the
futuretaturelature are concerned we have abun-
dant reason to be thankful and re-
joice I1 know that the hope is in-
dulgeddaldplyed in in many quarters that the
latterterdayberdayday saints are fast losing0 thatfaith for which they have been noted
sndsedanaandand by the operation of which thetheyy
have been enabled to accomplish the
labors that have devolved upon them
in I1 the past in this country asaa pioneers
and as pioneers in the religious world
1I am quitoquite willing myself if it is
I1
any satisfaction to any individual to
entertainetertain this idea that hobe should do
so but for inmyselfyselfseif and I1 believe I1
I1speak the sentiments of the people I1
keverneverkeyernever in my life saw greater cause
fdrrejoicinfor rejoicing in the cause of god
than I1 do todayto day I1 am not in the
least discouraged but on the con-
trarytiaiiailary I1 feel exceedingly encouraged
I1 know it seemseemss to me better than I1
ever knew that god is with this
people that hebe hebearkens to their
prayers and that he watches over
them it is true that there are in-
fluencesfluentesfluencesfluencesees operating upon us at the
present time that we have only re-
cently had to contend with they are
comparatively new influences and to
a certain extent the latter day saints
are unaccustomed to them especially
the rising generation but it has
been taughttauaht us from the beginning
that zion is to become a great power
inthein the earth and that she will tri-
umph but I1 cannot conceive how
zion can become that which we have
expected or that it will achieve the

destiny predicted concerning it un-
less it be by passing through ordeals
such as those we already have to
encounter and others still greater
that are yet in the future by which
zion will show its superiority over
every institution and power that
exists on the face of the earth
I1 have expected for years that the

seclusion which we sought in coming
to these mountains would be termi-
nated everything in the predic-
tions of the holy Prophetprophets3 concerning
the work of god in the last days
conveyed this idea to my mind I1
looked upon our retreat here as a
temporary one for I1 well knew from
the character of the people and their
achievements that in a short time
we should have the world trooping
to usns we should be like a city set
on a hillbillhlllhili we could not be hidbid and
that the eyeseyesofmenofmen would be attracted
zionward therefore I1 have not been
disappointed in witnessing that which
we see around us todayto day it has
come probably in some form that
I1 had not looked for because I1
could only take a general view the
details I1 did not understand but
that we should pass through ordeals
that should teaftesfitesf us test our faith
test our institutions test the char-
acter of our doctrines test the prac-
tical value of everything connected
with us I1 never had a doubt and
so far as the future is concerned I1
look forward to an increase rather
than a decrease of these things to
an increase of tests a multiplication
of ordeals that will be calculated in
their very nature to test and try us
and the system with which we are
identified to the perfect satisfaction
of every one connected with it
how else could we expect that
zion should become a power in the
earth how else could we expect
that that respect should be accorded
to zion which we are led to bellevo
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will be the case how else will the
wisdom and power that god will
bestow upon his people be made clear
in the eyes of this nation and of the
nations of the earth only by these
practical tests by these trials by
surmounting these difficulties and by
showing a capacity to meet grapple
with and overcome every emergencyemer9ency
and contingency that may arise F
can we achieve that distinctionwhichwhi6li
is inevitably in store for us as a peo-
ple if the predictions of the pro-
phets be fulfalfuifulfilledfilled short of such an
experience as this I1 think not
thetho enemies of this work may in-
dulge in whatever anticipations of
our discomfiture or downfall they
please but as for us let us take a
practical sensible view of the work
with which we are identified and pre-
pare ourselves accordingly so that
when the hour of trial shall come
be it severe or notlot we may be pre-
pared therefor having strength and
faith sufficient to endure it and to
bear witness unto all men that we
have not cherished this faith in
vainvalnvainvaln
there is this peculiarity about

this work that no power that has
yet arrayed itself against0 it has
succeeded in its attempts to gain
advantage over it it is true there
have been seemingly temporary
successes there have been times
whewhenn mobs and violent men have
achieved a temporary success and
when they have flattered themselves
with the idea that their designs
against this work have been suc-
cessfulcessful bubbutbatbab one peculiarity has
ever marked the career of this peo-
ple that is that events in our his-
tory which have seemed to bobe deadly
blows against us and the work in
which we are engaged have turned
out to bobe magnificent successes for nsus
as a community trace our history
from the beginning peruse it care

fully draw the lessons from it which
I1 believe are intended to bbee conveyed
by it and what do yonleeyon1eeyouyon seesoe thetha
church and zion of god emerging
from the difficulties trouble andarid
seeming disaster sought to be brought
upon it by its enemies brighter
stronger more firmly planted more
united than it waph94tkewaslwhenthe difficulty
commenced dildijbilor tthe trouble1 was first
visited upon us the loss of houses
and lands expulsion from homes
that were dearly bought hadbadhai no
such effect upon this people pro-
duced no such thrill and such death-
like sorrow in the hearts of fhetheibe
latter day saints as did the mar-
tyrdom of our beloved prophet and
patriarch had we lost our dearest
friends had wowe lost everything
that we valued on earth it seems
to me it would not have compared
with the poignant sorrow the deedeepp
heartfelt anguish that prostrated this
people in the depths of humility
when the news of the cruel murder
ofot their beloved leaders reached
them yet deadly as that blow was
to all human appearance prostrating
the entire people who felt that they
had lost those who stood nearest to
god and nearest to them god in his
mercy out of that great affliction
brought forth a great triumph and
raised up a man to take the place of
the prophet who has been in some
respects like elishaellsha following elijah
possessing as elisha desired itinit mightight
be the case with him a double por-
tion of the spirit that rested down
on his master elijah and god
has led us god has prospered us and
god gave us success that seemed to
be commensurate with the depth of
our anguish and sorrow and lifted
us up from the depths of humility
into which we had sunk and placed
us upon the heights of gladness and
joy and caused us to rejoice as we
could not have done probably under
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other circumstances and so when
we were driven out of civilization so
oliedolkedcalled when we wendedbended our weary
tihyway through the wilderness not
bowingknowing1owing where we were going it
seemed as though0 the last blow had
been1enaen struck and we had been left a prey
tto internal dissensions or to the vio-
lence of the savsavaressavagesa ei but godingod in
hisliislils mercy outoub of that seemingly
great affliction has brought forth
greatgreat blessing and glory to us and
hashwihwa honored uuss has enriched us has1jajraised us up and endowed us with
blessingslaessingslAessings that we could not have had
where we lived so that that great
biowblownowmowgow aimed1 at us by our enemies has
beenaeen overruledover ruled to be the means of4graatgrqat4at and wonderful blessings to us

ondonaand AS an entire people vewe rejoice to-
ddyalfy in the possession of a land that
god has given unto us to which he
led us and which he designated 12byuyaaa6the fincherfingerfincrer of inspiration as the land
which we should occupy and which
we this day possess despite all the
machinations of the wicked and their
elirtsenbrtselerts to strip us of all power hereinmilwilmii this day he has given unto nsus
vthel&ppihajaupremacyremacydemacy in this land from
norlienbruptonorlipto south from east to west
andana he has made itibb productive and
fertilefejkileferkile for our sakes when we
aeckreflectaect upon our history since we
cuniccuniecamecadic here when we think of the
many plots and schemes of the many
mmenan6n who have lent themselves to
thethesese plots who have done all in
theirclrcirqin power against and to entrap
11ilshis people when we reflect upon it
all so far as I1 am concerned I1 am
MWfilled with amazement and with
ahanksaivinthanksgiving0 9 to god our eternal
latherjeatherjfather for his goodness and mercvmercamercy
unto us as a people I1 know as well
as I1 know that I1 live that no human
PpowerWer could have saved us time andabrueairuetime again as we have been rescued
thattfiat there is no wisdom of man that
was equal to the emergencies in

which we have been placed i but
god in his infinite mercy and
wisdom in his kindness and watch
care over us as a people has at the
very moment when salvation waswag
needed stretched forth his almighty
arm lieieeileife has rescuedres6ued us from the
grasp of the destroyer when it seemed
as though destruction was inevitable
andnd we could not escape the last
five years have been as fruitful pro-
bably as any period in our history
in events of this character time
and time again has it seemed as
though destruction was sure to come
upon asus as though0 there were no way
possible for us to escape butbutt god
has heard our supplicationssupplicat ions and has
opened the way of deliverance iuin a
most wonderful manner and has
rescued us from the grasp of those
who would destroy us others may
not see the hand of godgud in these
things they may say that these
things come about from and are thetho
results of natural causes but those
who have prayed to god whose
hearts have been drawn out in supsapsuejisupjidi
cation to him and who have waited
tremljhpglytrem4lpgly for the salvation which
hebe has promised have seen and they
cannot but acknowledge the hand 0
god in these deliverancesdeliverances because
as I1 have said they have watched
waited and prayed anxiously and
earnestly in the name of jesus for
deliverance and when it has comecomo
their faith has been strengthenedstrenatbened and
their joy increased in the holy one
of israel because he has heardbeard and
answered their prayers and todayto day
the latter day saints are the people
of all people upon the face of the
earth who know that god lives
because he hears and answers their
prayers and he it seems is deter-
mined to have a people upon the
earth who will bobe compelled to pabpatputpub
their trust in him and not in man
becausebecaasebechase mans power would utterly
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fail to save them and no power but
his can do it when I1 look at all
these things it is a matter of surprise
to me that men cannot see the hand
of god in this work yet there are
many whose hearts have been touched
by the evidences of gods favor unto
us and they have been surprised and
have expressed their wonder that we
have been so signally delivered as we
have been
now there is a great future in store

for us as a people god has said so
and his words cannot fail in being
fulfilled there is a destiny in store
for this people that few can compre-
hendhend we have to teach the world
lesson after lesson that they have
entirely forgotten or that they never
knew we have to teach them and
shobhoshowabernshowwAbernthem by our example that there
is such a thing as living faith that
there is such a thing as trusting in
god being saved by him that there
is such a apowerpowerdapower as faith in the land
and that prayer when offered in faith
is effectual in reaching him we
have to show the nations of the earth
that god with a small people can
accomplish wonderful results when
I1 think of our numbers how few we
are we areaare a great people in some
respects but in numbers we are few
and feeble yet with this few people
what is god doing in the earth
what a name he is gaining for his
people his servants you may travel
throughout the earth in every land
among every people and let it be
knowdknown that you are a latter day
saint and you will find that the fame
of the people has preceded you and
you will find yourselves distinguished
from everybody else it is exceed-
ingly wonderful that a people so
small numerically so insignificant a
people not wealthy but it mmayay be
said poor are so noted in the earth
yet ththisis is the fact that god intends
to make us still more so he intends

to give us a name and a place among
the nations of the earth that shall be
distinguished above all other people
we are accuedaccused you know of being
disloyal this has been a story told
of us a charge repeated against us
from the very beginning because
men have thought0 it would be most
effective in destroying our iuinfluencefluence
the idea prevails in many quarters
that we are scarcely as true to the
government as we should be I1 have
heardbeard it stated that were it not for
these troops at camp douglas utah
territory would rebel by such
nonsense as this do men who oppose
us seek to deceive the world at large
respecting us and our motives and
feelings I1 have had occasion fre-
quently to talk upon this subject
I1 have told men that from my early
boyhood I1 have been taught to
believe that the constitution of the
united states was revealed of god
and that the destiny in store for thetho
latter day saints was to upholdupheld con-
stitutional government upon this
land and that being the case howhowl
could it bobe reconcilable with the idea
thatthai we were disloyal to the govern-
ment but there is a class of men
who consider everybody disloyal who
does not dance to their tunes and
who does not re echo the sentiments
which they express and seem to
entertain we have a class of menmen
amonoamongamong us here who talk about the
one man power and the tyranny that
exist in the utah territory but at
the same time if an official were to
come here and associate with citizens
of this terrritergriterrritorytory mormon citizens
I1 mean they would put him under a
ban and brand him as disloyal and
unfit to hold an official position under
the government and why for
years here it has been considered by
certain officials as one of the besubest
recommendations to the favor of those
in power to hate and abuse the mor1111or
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monmonif people of utah territory and
if a man were to dare to associate
with mormonscormonsMormons were to speak
kindly of or to associate with them
and to treat them as he would other
people he would be ostracisedostracized and
banished so far as association with
them is concerned a intercoursenonintercoursenon
act would be passed immediately
and these ververyy individuals talk about
thetbeintoleranceintolerance of the mormonscormonsMormons
we have these things to contend

with agwe7g have these lies to live down
and as far as we are concerned let
them always be lies let no man
have it in his power to say that the
latter day saints are an intolerant
proscriptiveprescriptive or an unjust people
never let this be said of us with
truth but if it be said let our ene-
mies continue to lie about nsus until
thethey are tired of it or until the world
become sickened with the falsehoods
that are told concerningC us and
for us let us pursue the path that
god has marked out being liberal
truthful upright dealing fairly hon-
estly and tolerantly with every man
so that every class of men who come
into our midst may learn that we
have received a religion that admits
of toleration in the broadest sense of
thuthe word
it bhasas been a matter of consideraconsiders

blebieblesatisfactionsatisfaction to me to state that in
utah territory our pulpits stands
tabernacles and meeting houses have
always been open to every sect and
denominatiorfdenominatioidenomination to come and preach
their peculiar views creeds and
doctrines and that our people have
turned out in large congregations to
listen to speakers or preachers of
other denominations advancing their
doctrines and that not only have
congregations of adults been fur-
nished but the children of the san-
day schools have frequently been
assembled in the new Tnbernacletabernacle
salt lake city that they might pur

posely hear and become familiar with
the ideas and views entertained by
other religiousreligions denominations this
stands out in marked contrast with
the practice of almost every other
sect and it gives the falsehood to the
stories which have been so frequently
told about us
now respecting all these things0that we are passing through I1 re-

cognize the hand of god in them all
I1 think that we have learned lessons
of late that have been profitable to
nsus for instance we now know and
while the recollection of the past
few years is vivid in our minds we
shall continue to know howbow to value
a just man who sits as a judge and
it may be that it will be so impressed
upon us that when power shall come
into our midst and come it will as
inevitably as the sun rises in the
morning over the eastern bills so sure
will power come unto nsus but when
it does come I1 trust that the recol-
lection of the past will be vivid in
our minds and that we will always
seek to deal justly and fairly with
all who maymayseekseek justice at our hands
it has been said that when we acquire
power we shall be intolerant as other
sects have been the puritans who
fled from england because of reli-
gious persecution became in turn
themselves the persecutors when
they had the power roserroger will-
iams fled from them and took refuge
in what is now rhode island they
persecuted the quakers and others
who came within their borders with
an intolerance that was quite equal
to if it did not exceed the intoler-
ance to which they themselves had
been the victims and it hashabbas been
said concerning nsus that if we had
the power we would probably tread
in the same path that persecution
would only hardenbarden ns and make usn3na
deal with others with a severity
which we would not know anyanythinganythimthim0
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about had weourselvesnotbeenweourselvesntt been victims
beforehand bat I1 think that god
in his mercy will strip us if there bobe
any vestige of this about us I1 hope
he will at any rate if we achieve
the destiny that is in store for us
certainly to maintain that character
and to retain that power it will bobe
necessary that we should be just
upright forbearing and tolerant and
that we should be willing that every
man in this broad land should wor-
ship god according to the dictates
of his own conscience whether his
god be the workmanship of hisbis own
bands whether it be the sun the
moon some animal or the god of
heaven with jesus his son that we
shall be willing that every man should
worship god according to his own
feelings upon the subject so lodionlongiong1 as
hebe does not interfere with us or with
others I1 think we have learned this
lesson in part I1 think the lessons
that have been impressed upon us
bavehavelave had an effect in this direction
atA least they bavehave had the effect to
broaden us and everyiessoeveryovery lessonIessolesson of this
kind will have such ata result as this
with us asus a people and on
this account I1 am thankful for
them
I1 am Vt tankfulaokfulankful todayto day that we are

not a statestace there have been timeslimes
when I1 have wished exceedingly thauthat
we might be released from territorial
vassalage and be incorporated in the
union as a sovereign state I1 have
desired and labored for it but this last
winter I1 have been exceeelceeexceedinglydinzlydinely thank-
ful that utah was a territory and not
a state welvevve are told to acknowledge
the hand of god in all things and I1
do not see why we should not acknow-
ledge it in being kept in this condition
of tutetutelagekaaelaaelawea and vassalavassalage9e as well as in
anything else but it may be asked

why do you think our condition
better as a territory than as a state
AVV hen I1 heard of events in louisiana

the federal troops maintaining a
government there against which I1
was informed and as I1 believed the
mass of the people revolted I1 thoughthought i
to myself better be an insignificant
territory than a state if we cannot
have the right of choosing ouroneoue own
rulers and have them act in tho
offices to which they are elected
thanks to our insignificance federal
troops have not interfered with us
here but if we had been a state
with two votes in the senate a
vote or two in the house and elec-
toral votes in the presidential elec-
tion there might have been a tempta-
tion to have done with utah as with
other states but we hadbad no vote
our delegate in congress had no vote
webadwebahwe hadbad no senatorial representation
we hadbadhab no vote at thetho presidpresidentialon
election and this denial to us of ourdur
rights by keeping us in a territorial
condition has thus far helped to savosave
us withvithgith such a feeling as there
has been in this city and territory
for contesting elections when they
have been overwhelmingly on one
side twenty thousand and upward
against two or three thousand when
men will contest elections undersuchundersuckunderunden suehsuch
circumstances and endeavor byunhyunby un-
just means to wrest the power out of
the handsbands of the people and defeat
the will of the majority when ththeyey
will do this as has been done inin this
territory it would not need a very
strong pretext to have them to go
farther to have them appeal for
federal interference and to try and
induce the government to say
those whom you call the minority
are the majority they havehavo been
unjustly dealt with affidavits have
come here showing that the polls
have not been managedproperlymanaged properly the
ballots have not been deposited as
they should be and we must decdecideide
against you mormonscormonsMormons and the
men whom you have elected and put
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your opponents into power I1 do
not say that this is the case in louis-
iana

louis-
ina I1 do not pretend to decide upon
that question it admits of a good
dealdeaioaloai of arruarcuarrumentargumentarrementment but I1 have been
told by members of congress who
visgisvisiteditedcited there the committee sent by
congress to investigate matters that
iftheintheif the federal troops had been with-
drawn from louisiana this winter
twenty fourbourrour hours would not have
elapsed until thelicthelicenerythomceneryMcEnerymcenenythetho Eneryeneny government
would have been put in powerpow6rpowerpowen and
tiietile whole difficulty would have been
ibleiblvsolveded but the presence of federal
troops maintained a government that
could not be maintained in and of
itselfilic what iis the use then of
bbeingging0 a state government if thetlletile
federal government is to interfere in
thisthiszt manner in state afflairsaffairs and
with the causes that exist in utah
territory to make interference popu-
lar and a thing to be approved of by
thousands a state government would
nnobnotot be so desirable I1 have there
foretore so far as my own feelings have
beenen concerned been very much
pleased at beingI1 a territory I1 have
seen the band of god and his wisdom
inini this thing when if my wish or
nayvay will could have been gratified we
stapnld have been a state long ago

ithethaTth8helordbelordlord inhismercyin his mercy will pre-
serve us from these evils in his
overruling wisdom and providence
hhee will deliver us until the time shall
come for us to be a stateifstateffstate if that be
hisbis will and I1 doubt not that we
shall be surprised at it ourselves I1
12haveve come to the conclusion as one
individual that I1 shall not be anxious
on this subject in the future and
shall leave it to the overruling provi-
dence of god to bring about when it
shall seem good unto him
As to some of the states in the

sosouthWth they are in such a condition
that we if we were in the same
should think ourout lot dreadful I1

have heard stories of usurpation and
tyranny by officials in those states
that have caused me to think that
notwithstanding all that we have
had to endure in utah territory our
lot has been a fortunate one cormcorncomacomm
pared with that of others they
have drunk the cup of humiliation to
its very dregs you know there walswnswrls
a time here when it seemed as though
every effort was made to bring osas
under military rule in this territory
and when the provocationsprovocations endured
by the people here comecornecordocomo to0o be read
in history surprise will arise in the
mind of the reader and admiration
for the people who so patiently en-
dured the wrongswrongs0 thatthatt were imposed
upon them especially when it is
remembered what power we holdhulahoid
here why think of iai4i 0 a few years
ago a goyernorgovernorGoyergoyennor camecaroecarmecamme to this territory
immediately after a longiongon and bloodyblogdybloddy
indian war in which ouroar citizens
were masssacredmasssacred their property
stolen their settlements robbed and
their stock driven oltoffoft aad imme-
diately after thatthatt war a goveruurgovemurgovernur
camecamo here who prohibited the irlirimilitialitia
every able bodied man in the terri-
tory from bearing arunsarmsarins a mostmosh
unheard of tyrannical exercise of
power and then a secretary while
acting governor afterwards repeated
the same proclamation and thisNs
people have borne it pabentlypatientlybontly aldandaud
never lifted their handsbandsbauds against these
contemptible tyrants it was doubt-
less hoped thatthattthab we would commit
some overt act to provoke trouble
so that the federal troops could be
brought in and be placed under the
control of these officials who for once
in their lives happened to hold posi-
tion not only this but on one
occasion when certain citizens met
together as a company to celebrate
the fact of their band having got a
new set of instruments a federal judge
committed them to a military prison
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for violating this proclamation as
though a proclamation of the gover-
nor was law with as great pro-
priety might an executive claim that
hebe has the power to restore the cur-
few and say 11 you must have your
fresfires extinguished by eight oclock at
night or we will put you in a mili-
tary prison and you must rise in
thetirotire morrimorninghig at the tapoflapoftap of the bell or
we will treat you as criminals if
a governors proclamation is law
and is to be respected as such where
will it end will it end with the
imprisonment of men who act as
militia men no if such acts of
usurpation continue no citizen will
be safe and they will end in the
overthrow of liberty and constituconstitu
dionaltional right wherever permitted
we have borne these things and

we have borne others the recollection
of which were I1 to recite them to
you woul&makewouldwoula make our blood boil it
is not necessary that I1 should do so
but in talking thus do we talk dis-
loyally american citizens have the
right to talk about officials who
trample upon their rights in this
manner we all have the right to
question the acts of men in power it
is a right given to us and the man
is not worthy of the name of freeman
who will not thus criticize acts of
oppression and in a proper manner
resent them and show his abhorrence
of them it16 is because they are
violative of the fundamental prin-
ciples of0f our government that I1 thus
talk antabou t them and in any other
territory than this they would have
provoked a storm of indignation
that would have overwhelmed their
authors one of the lessons wewe have
to learn is to havehavo patience but not
to stop remonstrating not stop talk-
ing not stop appealing not hold our
tongues and let our children grow up
with the belief that these things are
right noitonto proclaim against them

let it bobe known that they are wrong
that they are contrary to the law of
the land to the constitution and to
the principles of our government
let this be known and let our chil-
dren understand what is right and
all men recogniserecognize the fact that we
understand our rights whether they
are denied to us or notsot
I1 expect to see the day when thethoiho

latter day saints will be the people
to maintain constitutional govern-
ment onon this land men everywhere
should know that we believe in
constitutional principles and that
we expect that it will be our destiny
to maintain them that the pre-
diction will be fulfilled that was made
forty four years ago the seventh of
last marchmareb wherein god said iota
joseph smith ye bear of warsinwars in
foreign lands but behold isayI1 say unto
you they are nigh even at your
doors and not many years hence ye
shall hearbear of wars in your own
lands but the revelation goes on to
say that the day will come among
the wicked that every man that will
not take his sword against his neigh-
bor must needs flee unto zion for
safety A portion of that revela-
tion has been fulfilled the remainder
will be the causes are inin operation
to bring it about we are not alone
in the thought that the republic is
drifting steadily ininthatenthatthabthat direction
that we are leaving the old constitu-
tional landmarks and that the time
is notfarnottarcottar distant when there will be
trouble in consequence of it when
there will be civil broils and sifestrife
and to escape them we believe men
will be compelled to flee to the morifor
mons despised as they are now
does this seem incredible why
look you todayto day throughout our
union the latter day saints are the
most lightly taxed of any people
upon the face of this continent
I1 do not know a community as free
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from debt agas we are there are one
or two states I1 believe free from debt
but they have had to tax heavily tto0
free themselves but as a territory
we have never been in debt and
although we have had many tempta-
tions to drift in that direction not a
bond belonging to the territory has
ever been issued not a dollar is
owing that cannot be paid our
cities are out of debt our counties
are out of debt and I1 hope they will
continue so ouroar legislators county
courts and city officers will doubtless
take special pains to keep down ex-
penses and let us be burdened as little
as possible with taxation so that wowe
may be a happy and a free people
let taxes accumulate and there is a
constant temptation for officers to
stealstealyouryoursour taxes there must be men
elected to take care of your taxes
and there will be hundreds of leaks
by which your means will go without
benefit to the community therefore
let us be a lightly taxed people
wowe are that todayto day and that is one
evidence of the good government
there is in this territory we have
peace here and we should have little
or no litigation0 if it were not forced
upon us and our courts so far as
litigation is concerned would have
very little to do from the latter day
saints we would settle our difficul-
ties by arbitration and prevent litiga-
tion and money being spent therein
all the tendencies of this people are
towards peace and their aim is to
preserve peaceful relations with each
other and with the outside world and
we have shown this all the day long
what is the case elsewberefelsewhere why

corruption stalks through the land
and taxation and debt are increasing
it is considered a light thing for a
man to get his hand into the govern-
ment treasury that is all right and
if so he steal the funds of a city
county or state they do not call it

stealing however 0 no that is aa
vulgar name it will do for the man
who robs his neighbors henben roost
but they have more fashionable lan-
guage for the acts to which I1 refer
men in public life under the pre-

sent reign of extravagance can not
meet their expenses therefore they
are exposed to temptation and are
led to take advantage of their posi-
tion this is not always the case
there are many exceptions but this
is the case too frequently and good
men mourn over and regret it and
they would like to stem the tide and
arrest this downward tendency
this is a lesson that we have to

profit by our officials must be care-
ful and we must maintain a standard
of honesty that does not exist any-
where else it will not do for the
idea to prevail that because a man
has an office he has the right to en-
rich himself from that office this
has nonohnot been the case in this territ-
ory thus far and we may reasonably
expect it will not be
now my brethren and sisters let

nsus live for the destiny that is in storestoro
for nsus let nsus remember that god
has a great future for this people
and that howhov soon it will be granted
unto us depends upon ourselves if
we were prepared for it I1 know that
that time would soon come and we
should have opportunities given nsus
of doing good that we do not have
todayto day but I1 am told that one of
the effects of this ordeal through
which we are passing is that there
are some young men and possibly
young women who yield to certain
temptations young men who for-
merly would have been ashamed to
be seen smoking on the streets or
entering a billiard a gambling or a
drinking saloon arearc now seen in such
places and they do not scruple to usense
the name of god in vain or to swear
and be profane and there are somesoma
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who seem to imagine that it is an
evidence of independence and smart-
ness to indulge in these things and
it maybe that they go a little further
and are guilty of other acts of greater
turpitude than these
no man loses credit by being0 trueto his principles if he is a latter

day saint let him act outontoub his princi-
ples whereverwberever hebe goes if hobe does
not believe in drinking intoxicating
drinks let him refrain from doing so
everywhere if he does not smoke
refrain from smoking if hebe does not
swear which no man ought to do
let him refrain from it no matter
where hebe is ananii let him be true to
the principles of hisbis religion always
and under all circumstances and he
will galagaiagain ieinfluencefluence that behe would not
have otherwise let us as a people
take a course of this Ikindandhindland but
there is this tenteutendencydency PO0 we must
be like somebody else you can
see that tendency at the present time
in many things besides mens conduct
there are men here who would change
our city and make it like places they
knoknow they would cut down our
streets until they would not be fifty
feet wide and cut down our city
blocks until they were like other
city blocks and would narrow our
sidewalks cat down our shade trees
and completely change the character
of everything there is about us
they would rob the city of every dis-
tinctivetinc tive feature and fill the city with
nest holes of vice you can see this
tendency here to imitate and do as
somebody else does instead of our-
selves being the standard instead of
recollecting that god has chosen us
and placed his name upon us that he
has called us to be his saints and
that it is our duty to maintain our
principles and carry them out in
our lives doing that which is rightnighty
regardless of whether it may suit
other people or not it is our duty

to have some mind of our own and
if we have a good thing not to bobe
willing to part with it because other
people make sport of it I1 like our
city our sidewalks and the width of
our streets others may not but that
is the pattern and plan upon which
the city was laid out I1 would like
to see everything connected with our
city and I1 speak of thisthig because it
is a case in point and I1 merely speak
of it to illustrate everything else
I1 would like to see us carry out that
which is right ourselves if we have
ideas of our own clincling to them and
not abandon them because they do
not happen to bbe popular and so
with our practices A man who
does not smoke is not any worse for
it he is no less a gentlemanagentleman when he
goes into company because of that
hohe is no less a gentleman because he
does not drink or because hobe does not
swear because behe does not go into a
gambling housebouse or a house of ill
fame and how can a man who calls
himself a latter day saint think
that he is any more of a gentleman
or any better a man because he can
do these things when he in and of
himself knows they are wrongwrongs god
has taught us that it is not good for
us to do these things he has given
na counsel he has given us a word of
wisdom and the man who thus disre-
gards the word of god and his cocoun-
sel

un
does not show very great respect

to him and I1 do not imagine that
god is going to show very great
respect to him
let us be true to our principles

men admire sincerity truth and up-
rightness and they admire a latter
day saint who abides by his principles
much more than they admire oneono
who is not true to that which hahe
professes and you will never loseIOSQiose
anything by telling who you are and
what you are in a respectful manner
and maintaining0 that which is right
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of course we need not bobe bigoted or
offensive or run to any extremes
may god bless you my brethren

and sisters fill youyon with the holy
spirit and with desires to teach your
children the ways of righteousness
and enable you to bring up a gener
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OPERATIONcooperationCO A TRUE PRINCIPLE SAINTS MUST BE SELF sustaining
PATRONIZE HOME manucacturersmanucactumnsmanufacturers HOME industrial institu-
tions

veyveeve have abundaabundantlynily proved inin
our experienceourbxperience that if we do not sus-
tain
0

ourselves no other people will
sustain us and that we must bobe
united as was said this morning in
our temporal as well as in our spiri-
tual affairs and that if we would
build up and strengthen ourselves
in the earth it must be by union of
effort and by concentrating our
means in a way that shall produce
the best results for the work with
which we are identified co opera
tioneonuon or a union of effort has been
proved in our experience when pro-
perly carried outoat to be most success-
ful with small means and limited
incomesincomes we can accomplish by wisely
uniting our effortslortseff great results and

atlon that is healthy pure virtuous
and fall of integrity in this land
which god has given unto us that
he may thus bless and preserve us is
my prayer in the name of jesus
amen

to bring aboulabout greater union should
be our codcoocontinualtinuallinual effort As has been
said there may be falfaifailureslares and mis-
management occasionally but the
principle itself is a true one and itluc
recommends itself to every reflecting
mind we however in our mercan-
tile operations in this city and territ-
ory have been more than ordinarily
successful I1 have heard reproaches
indulged in or rather reflections
cast upon our general cooperativeoperativeco
institution I1 think it has been one
of the most successful establishments
and institutions that we ever have
had amongamong us and I1 do notknownottmow
that it hasbas been equalldequalledequaledequalledlege anywhere
when we reflect that inin the shorbshort
space of three years those who in


