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GOD PRESERVES I1HISnistisipeopleTISiPEOPLE INTERNAL FOES THE MOREdiore DANGEROUS
REDEeederedemptionMPTION OF THE DEAD THE priesthood

itis alwabwalwaysays a source of pleasure to
mome to meet with my brethren and
sisters in the gospel covenant I1
rejoice exceedingly in the gospel of
jesus christ and that I1 have the
privilegeprivileg6 of being numbered with the
saints of latter days ibmtamI1 am thankful
for the blessings that we enjoy as a
people in these valleys I11 feel prate-
ful

grate-
ful for the many evidences we have
experienced of gods mercy andproansproand pro-
tectiontection I1 am thankful that I1 have
been able to see his hand in our deli-
verance from the powers and machi-
nations of ourourenemiesenemies from the
earliest period ofourexistenceof our existence as a
people and I1 am thankful that I1 am
able to see the handband of the lord over
asus at present as conspicuously and as
clearly as at any former period of our
hisbishistorytorytoFy
we read in the revelations that

havebave come to us through the pro-
phets both ancient andaudaud modern con-
cerning the purposes of the lord in
the latter days and the restoration
of the gospel to the earth by a holy
angel that it is to bebo preached to
veryevery nation kindred tongue and
people under thetlletile whole heavens that
eveeveryry son and daubtdaubedaughterC r of adam
shall have the privilege of hearingbearingheaning it

embracing it partaking of its bles-
sings and of being saved by its
power we read that the lord is
going to do this work and that he is
going to cut it short in righteous-
ness that it is his design to gather
out the honest in heart those who
are willing to hearken to his coucounselsnEels
and obey his laws it is his design
to gather all such out from the
nations of the earth that he may
make of them a people worthy of his
name and his blessings and prepare
them to meet hinabinawinhinimin when liehelleile shall
come to make up hisbisbisjewelsjewels when
hebe shall come to take vengeance upon
the wicked and ungodly who know
not god and who keep not his com-
mandmentsmandments upon the earth
the handband of the lord has been

visible in the gathering together of
thistilistills people for the last twenty eight
years yesyea for the last forty five
years and no more so in that than
in everything connected with the
labors of hisbis servants their counsels
unto and their guidance of the
people by the inspiration of the al-
mighty that was in them from the
very beginning at no time in the
history of tbthisls church has the hand
of the lord been withdrawn from
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this people his power shortened or
his eye slept but his eye has been
upon us his hand has been over nsus
and his providencesprovi dences have been in our
favor circumstances have been
overruledover ruled for good the handband of the
enemy has been turned away para-
lyzed the efforts of the wicked to
destroy usns have resulted in our good
and in their own discomfiture the
greater the efforts on the part of our
enemies to destroy us the greater the
growth of the church and kingdom
of god and the closer has our union
been the better have we been able to
see the bandhand of the lord over us and
the inspiration of the almighty in
the counsels of his servants and the
more have we been inclined to re-
spect and abide by the counsels given
the very fact that the spirit of
bitterness in the hearts of the wicked
toward us at the present time is as
virulent as it ever was and is every
way similar to that manifested against
the former day saints against the
savior when he was upon the earth
and against his disciples or the peo-
ple of god in any former age of the
world is an unmistakable evidence
that the lord god almighty is with
us todayto day as much as he ever was
since the organization of the church
or as much as hebe ever was with any
people hebe ever acknowledged as his
since the world beanbegan I1 do not
believe there ever was a people who
were guided by revelation or ac-
knowledged of the lord as his people
that were not hatedbated and persecuted
by the wicked and the corrupt and
perhaps no people were ever more
persecuted than this people would be
if it erevere in the power of the enemy
todayto day to persecute us as it was in the
power of nero and the romans to
persecute the saints in their dayday
there never was a time when it was
moremoie fixed and determined in the
heartbeart of the wicked to fight against

and destroy the kingdom from thetherthet
earth than now and their failure
will be due only to the impossibility
of the task they have undertaken
and this is an evidence to every one
that possesses the least spark of thetha
light of the holy spirit and should
be to all mankind that the kingdomI1of god is established that his priest-
hood is here that the saints or
many of them are magnifying their
calling and honoring the priesthood
and also the lord both with their
lives and with their substance which
aiealeare his
for my part I1 do not fear the in-

fluence of our enemies from without
as I1 fear that of those from within
an open and avowed enemy whom
we may see and meet in an open field
is far less to be feared than a lurk-
ing deceitful treacherous enemy
hidden within us such as are many
of the weaknesses of our fallen human
nature which are too often allowed
to go unchecked beclouding our
minds leading away our affections
from god and his truth until they
sap the very foundations of our faithfalth
and debase us beyond the possibility
or hope of redemption either in this
world or that to come these are
the enemies that we all have to battle
with they are the greatest that we
have to contend with in the world
and the most difficult to conquer
they are the fruits of ignorance
generally arising out of unrebuked
sin and evil in our own hearts the
labor that is upon us is to subdue
our passions conquer our inward
foes and see that our hearts are right
in the sight of the lord that there
is nothing calculated to grieve his
spirit and I1leadead us away from the
path of duty
those only who possess the light0of the spirit of god and the faith of

the gospel which can only be pos-
sessed through faithfulness and obedi
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ence to the requirements of heaven
can discern and know the voice of
the true shepherd when they hear it
weM need not expect to be able to
discern the right from the wrong the
truth from error and light from
darkness unless our eye isis single
and we have declared ourselves for
god and his work if we are divided
in our thoughts affections and in-
tereststerests like the rest of the world we
need not expect to comprehend the
will of the lord when made known
to us no matter howbowbodhod powerfully or
directly it may come it will be all
the same to us unless we are in a
position to receive the light and the
truth when it is offered unto us
what shallshailshali we do if we have ne-

glected our prayers let us begin
to pray it we have neglected any
other duty let us seek unto the lord
for his spirit that we may know
wherein we have erred and lost our
oppoappoopportunitiesrtunities or let them pass by
us unimproved let us seek unto
the lord in humility determined
to forsake everything that would be
an obstruction to our receiving the
intelligence and the light that we need
and an answer to our prayers that
we may approach him confident that
his ears will be open to our petitions
that his heart will be turned unto us
in mercy that our sins may be for-
given our minds enlightened bybv the
influence and power of god that we
mayinay comprehend our duty and have
a disposition to perform it not to
postpone it not to set it aside nor
to say in our hearts we must serve
the world or the devil a little longer
we are notdot yet prepared to serveserve the
lord fully to give up our evil habits
to lay aside this and that folly and
walk straightforward in the pathofgathofpath of
duty we must sow a few more
wild oats before we can fully make
up our minds and determine upon
bervingserving the lord and doing his will

upon earth as it should be done and
as we know how to do it if we but
yield obedience to the light that has
come into the world but when we
see what is necessary to be done it
becomes our dutydoty and we should go
to with all our might and do it no
matter what our desires may be to
the contrary whatever comes from
the priesthood by inspiration we
should be willing to receive as the
counsel of the almighty which we
must of necessity obey and execute
in order that we may be accepted
of him
this is a lesson that we as gods

people should cheerfully learn do
you think my brethren and sisters
that we can climb up some other
way or enter in at some other door
do you think that we can take the
things of god and bring them to
our standard or square the principles
of the gospelgopel of jesus christ by our
rule do you think that weve would
ever succeed in an effort to dictate to
the almighty the terms of our sal-
vation if we think so wowe are
mistaken deceived we cannot do it
the purposes of the almighty are
unchanged and unchangeable his
laws endure and lie is the same yes-
terday todayto day endand forever his pur-
poses will ripen and be consummated
and his designs be completed theref-
ore if we do not conform to his
will obey his laws and yield to his
requirements in this world we will
be consigned to the prison house
where we will remain until we pay
the debt to the uttermost farthing
this is a scriptural a reasonable
and a true doctrine for it is a doc-
trine of the gospel of jesus christ
and the saints understand it but
there may be some hereheroherd who do not
and for their benefit as well as to
refresh the memories of those who
may not have reflected for a little
season upon this principle I1 will re
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rorforfer to it as briefly expressed in the
third and fourth chapters of the first
epistle of peter there you will
seesec that jesus himself preached the
gospel to the spirits in prison
49 which some time were disobedient
when once the longiong suffering of god
waited in the days of noah while the
arkrk was a preparing wherein few
that is eight souls were saved by
water this may seem strange to
somesornebome that jesus should go to preach
the gospel unto the wicked rebelliousrebellions
antediluvians whose bodies hadbad
been Aesdestroyedtroyed in the flood because
they rejected the testimony of noah
who had been sent to rebuke their
iniquities and warn them of destruc-
tion decreed against them if they did
not repent nevertheless it is true
fromprom this scripture we not only learn
the condition of those who are cntclitclib
off in their sins because of their wick-
edness in rebelling against thetiietile laws
of god and rejecting his servants
but such of them as have not sinned
against the holy ghost however
wicked they may have been in this
world save committing that unpar-
donable sin will have the privilege
of hearing the gospel in the spirit
world for as the apostle says
99 for this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are dead
yes says one dead in sin but
notmot dead as to the flesh but the
apostle does not say so but to the
contrary for the dead here referred
to hadbad perished in the flesh and the
apostle continues 11 that they
might be judged according to men
win fhethefie flesh but live according to
god in the spirit that is out of
the body until the resurrection from
the dead but first they must re-
main in hellbellheilheii the 9 prison house
until they hayehavebaye paid the penalty of
their sinssine in the flesh even to the
49c uttermost farfarthingthino11 but says
one 11 is this possible the people

i in europe where we have been
preaching were struck with wonder
and astonishment henwhen we mentioned
this doctrine and say they we
hadbad supposed that I1 as the tree fell so
it should lie and that I1 there was
no salvation in the grave nei-
ther is there any salvation in the
grave and 11 as the tree falls so
it lies but this is pertaining to
the flesh does the spirit lie with
the body Is the spirit confined in
the grave no As the body falls
so it will lie until the resurrection
there is no salvation in the grave but
in christ who is the light of
life and the spirit soars beyond the
grave it does not slumber in the
dust but is wafredwafted to the place pre-
pared for it in the spirit world to
receive its rewardrevard or punishment
having passed the first judgment of
god there to await hisbi mercy and
the resurrection from the dead and
the final judgment of the great last
day
thus we see those wicked unre-

pentant antediluvians who even had
the priviprivilegelega of hearinhearing the gospel
in the flesh as preached by noah
and who rejected the message of that
servant of god were actually visited
in the prison house by the savior
himself and heard the gospel from
his own mouth after he was 11 put to
death in the flesh their prison
was opened and liberty was pro-
claimed unto them in their captivitycaptivity
in fuifulfhifulfillmentfillmen t of the prediction of the
prophet isaiah as you might read
in his gist chapter that they may
come forth when they shall have
fulfilled the decree of judgment
upon them in the prison or hell to
do the first works necessary unto sal-
vation which they refused to do inin
the beginning
here will come in the principles

of baptism for the dead and of
proxy and heirship as revealed



GOD PRESERVES HIS POEPLE ETC aa9a9

through7 the prophet joseph smith
that theymaythey may receive a salvation and
anexaltationexaltationan I1 will not say a fullness
of blessing and glory butbat a reward
according to their merits and the
righteousness and mercy of god
even as it will be with you and with
me but there is this difference be-
tween us and the antediluvians
theyrejectedtbeyrejectedthey rejected the gospel consequently
they received not the truth nor the
testimony of jesus christ therefore
they did not sin against a fullness of
light while we have received the
fullness of the gospel are admitted
to the testimony of jesus christ and
a knowledge of the living and true
god whose will it is also our privi
legeM to know that we may do it
now if we sin we sin against light
and knowledge and peradventure we
may become guilty of the blood of
jesus christ for which sin there is
no forgiveness neither in this world
nor in the world to come jesus
himself declares matt 12 31
thaithal 11 all manner of sin and blas-
phemy shall be forgiven unto men
but the blasphemy against the holy
ghost shall not be forgiven unto
men neitherr in this world neither
in thetho world to come this is not
a new doctrine that has just been
revealed through the prophet joseph
smith or president brigham young
but it is the doctrine of jesus a part
and portion of that gospel which is
the power of god unto salvation or
unto damnation for whosoever will
believe repent and be baptized for
the remission of sins shall be saved
and he that believes not and is not
baptized shall he damned and he
that believes is baptized and re-
ceives the light and testimony of
jesus christ and walks well for a
season receiving the fullness of the
blessings of the gospel in this
world and afterwards turns wholly
unto sin violatingviolatidviolated0 his covenants

ho will be among
1

those whom
the gospel can never reach in
the spirit world all such go beyond
its saving power they will taste the
second death and be banished from
the presence of god eternally
I1 feel well in the gospel of jesus

christ I1 know that it is true and
I1 never like to have an opportunity
pass memewithoutwithout bearingbearingmymy testimony
to it I1 therefore bear my testi-
mony to you that god has restored
the gospel that joseph smith was
and is a true prophet and that pre-
sidentsidentaident young is his rightful succes-
sor
I1 have been surprised before now

at hearing remarks from the disaf-
fected and apostates againstr the
Priestpripsthoodpriestboodpriesthoodhoodbood as if there was something
terrible concealed beneath that term
what constitutes the priesthood
A legal and direct commission from
god to man and who are clothed
with its authority and power pre-
sident young5 yes but is he the
only man who holds the priesthood
no nor are his counselors and the
twelve the only ones who hold it
but the high priests the seventies
the elders priests teachers and
deacons all hold a portion of the
holy priesthood there is scarcely
a member of the church who is not
numbered in the ranks of those
clothed upon by this power certainly
it is so with every man who has re-
ceived blessings in the house of the
lord inasmuch as hebe has continued
faithful and of such is the church
composed for the unfaithful cutcubcuu
themselves off in a measure both from
the church and from the power and
privileges of the priesthood and are
not to be relied upon therefore
when the priesthood or those hold-
ing it are ridiculed reviled oroc
persecuted the blow is aimed and
the evil is designed against the wholewhoie
church and not individuals altaitalthoughboughhough
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as our enemies single out individuals
as targets on whom to vent their
wrath and spleen A blow openly
aimed at president young is secretsecretlylv
destined against the whole people
constituting the church over which
hebe presides any attempt to pro-
scribe or destroy him or his brethren
as individuals because of their influ-
ence or position amonamodamong the people is
so far indirectly an attempt to pro-
scribe and destroy the whole commu-
nity of which they are but members
aud every member of the community
should and so far as guided by a pro-
per sense of justice and right most
assuredly does consider himself or
herself personally assailed and ag-
grieved by any such attempts how
contemptible in the eyes of this whole
people therefore must they be who
rail against the priesthood and at
the same time make themselves so
conspicuously loud in their profes-
sions of friendship to the masses
they leave the covering of their de-
signs too thin to conceal their hypo-
crisy and their determined bitterness
and enmity against the people and
the work of god
A deacon in the churchchuich should

exercise the authority of that calling
in the priesthood and honor that
position as sincerely and faithfully as
a high priest or an apostle should
his calling feeling that he bears a
portion of the responsibility of the
kingdom of god in the world in
common with all his brethren ev-
ery man should feel in his heart the
necessity of doing his part in the
great latter day work all should
seek to be instrumental in rolling it
forth more especially is it the duty
of every one who possesses any por

tion of the authority of the holy
priesthood to magnify and honor
that calling and nowhere can we
begin to do so to better advantage
than hightright here within ourselves
and when we have cleansed the in-
side of the platter cleansed our own
hearts by correcting our own lives
fixed our minds upon doing our whole
duty towards god and man we will
be prepared to wield finansin influence
for good in the family circle in
society andsnd in all the walks of
life
we should seek to do and to be

good it is true that jesus says there
is none good but one that is god
wowe must accept this in the fullest
sense of the word but there are
other degrees of goodness so that
we tuymaytnyruy be good righteous and
even perfect in our spheres as god
is good righteous or perfect in his
exalted and glorious sphere these
excellent qualities of mind and soul
should govern our lives in the midst
of our families and neighbors among
our brethren of the household of
faith and in all our intercourse with
mankind that we may win souls from
error ignorance folly and crime to
god and his christ and help them
to stand until they become strong in
the faith and thus become saviors of
men upon mount zion worthy of thetho
name of our god
may the lord bless you and all

israel and especially his agedageg servant
who stands at our head and his as-
sociatessocia tes in counsel the loved face of
one of whom on looking round I1
find gone from ourbur midst but his
lifelonglife long example still lives with us
and will live forever amen


