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philosophy OFOY MAN UPON THE EARTH THE GREAT AND GRAND
SECRET OF SALVATION ARE WE oxeONE NATURE OF stewardship
INCREASE OF TEMPLES HEAR YE MOTHERS

I1.11 hope to be able to make myself
heard by this large congregation
this moving of feet whispering to
each other the crying of children
and the noise made by those who
are walkingwalkinosalkino are like the murmuring
of many waters when there is
perfect quietness I1 am satisfied that
my i voice can be heard all over
this house and no one who is blessed
with good eatseais for hearing need
miss a word I1 should feel more
satissatisfiedSed if I1 could prevail on our
brethren when speaking from this
stand to speak directly in front so
that they could be heard as far as
possible many of our experienced
elders in their conversation to the
people turn first to the right and
then to the left and every time they
turn either waway a portion of the
congregation is unable to distinctly
understand that which is spoken
whereas if they were to speak di-
rectly to the froptxroptfript the voice would
divide and go equally to each part
of the house and all would hearbear
whether I1 shall be able to continue
myremarksmy remarks to any length I1 do not
know I1 shuibhul try howehowevervarv6r to use
no 17

judgment in speaking00 so as not to
injure myself
I1 will give a short text to both

saint and sinner and I1 think if we
were to include ourselves among
the latter and say we are all sinners
we would come nearer the fact than
to class ourselves among the former
although we hope to be saints are
trying to be saints and probably a
great many of those who are called
latter day saints will yet become
saints indeed
first the philosophy of manroanmoanmau upon

this earth this cannot be learned
by studying the sciences of mankind
it is only understood by the revela-
tions of god to ourselves I1 will
give youyon ti part of inmyy own visionsvisions
upon this matter mankind is com-
posed of two distinct elements the
first is a spiritual organization in
eternity the second is a natural or-
ganization on this earth formed
out of the material of which thisthiathig
earth is composed man isii firsfirstfitst
spiritual then temporal As it igi
written in the revelations of god to
man all thingsjbingg were first created
spiritualspiriiaspiritaHilalioilalidilavidavldandalid secondlyseconHyuny titprxralol rxralreral

volvoivolxvlllxvii I1
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that is spirits were begotten born
and educated in thethie celestial world
and were brought forth bbyy celestial
bodies by tracing this subject a
little we might understand bowhow this
is broughtbrou 11bt about the spirits before
inhabiting bodies are usas pure and
holy as the augelsangels or as the godsg6ds they

iknowhoevilknow no evil this thetheirr first estate
is the commencement of their expe-
rience
these spirits I1 shallshailshali leave for the

present and refer to our first pa-
rents adam and eve who were
found in the garden of eden tempted
and overcome by the power of evil
and consequently subject to evil and
sin which was the penalty of their
transgressiontransgrssionslon they were now pre-
pared as we are tto form bodies or
tabernacles for the reception of purepare
and holy spirits acthencthenwhen the body is
prepared at the proper time the
spirit enters the tabernacle and all
the world of mankind in their reflec-
tions and researches must come to
this conclusion for the fact is they
can come to no otherothen that when
the mother feels life there is an evi-
dence that the spirit from heaven
has entered the tabernacle so far
thisibis is the philosophy of our being
As has been said in consequence of
sin the body is subject to sin and
it requires all the efforts and power
that man can exert in order to resist
temptation that thistills pure and holy
spirit may bringbridobrino intoluto subjection the
body so that it may be sanctified
by the gospel or the law of christ
the inquiring mind will ask why

s is thistsothis6o simply that we may
know good from evil all the facts
which you and I1 understand are by
contrastcohtrast and all glory all enjoymeutedjoymeutenjoyment
every happiness and every bliss are
known by its opposite this is the
decree this is the way the heavens
are the way they were and the way
theywill continue to be forever and fforor

ever never was there a time when
evil was not in existence butbutt the
time will come when this evil will
pass away and be no more so far as
this world is concerned and nothing
will be able to endure only that
which is pure and holy and christ
will destroy death and him that
hathbath the power of death this ap-
plies to this earth and the ordeals
which it passes through with those
that are upon it until the windingupwindingup
scene
but to return to this organization

we find a pure spirit inhabiting
the tabernacle of the creature which
is always prompting the individual
to good to virtue to truth and
holiness all of which emanate from
that source of purityparity from which
this spirit came and here the
evil that came through transgres-
sion that is in this tabernacle 13is
warring with this pure spirit it
seeks to overcome it and is striving
with all its power to bring this spirit
into subjection into bondage to the
law of sin this is the warfare
which paul refers to when speaking
of the thorn in the flesh which
is no more or less than the spirit
contending against the flesh and the
flesh against the spirit this purepnrapura
spirit will remain in a condition to
receive the operations of the spirit
of god which has gonegoregoue forth into
the world and which lightens every
man I1hatthat comes into the world re-
gardlessgardless of his condition birth or
education the spirit of christ light-
ens them all and instructs their pure
spirits which are organizations in
the germ and in their growth to
become independent beings even
sons and daughters of the almighty
and it will continue to thus operate
until this body this sinful tabernacle
hashashbashasi warred against the spirit and
overcome it to such a degree as to
entirely subject it to the man of sin
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and when the flesh attains this
victory over the spirit then is the
time spoken of when man has sin-
ned to that degree that says the
apostlep cyelyeye shall not pray for
them for they have sinned a sin
unto death then the spirit of
the lord ceases to strive with them
they no longeronger receive light having
passed the day of grace until then
every man and every womanwornan is on
saving ground and they can be re-
deemed from sin
how is it that the latter day

saints feel and understand alike
are of one heart and one mind no
matter where they may be when
they receive the gospel whether in
the north or the south the east or
the west even to the uttermost
parts of the earth they receive
that which was promised by the
savior when he was about to leave
the earth namely the comforter
that holy unction from on high
which reconrecognizesizes one god one faith
and one baptismbap tlamtiam whose mind is the
will ofor god the father in whom
there dwellethdwelleth unity of faith and
action and in whom there cannot be
division or confusion when they
receivereceivedi thus further light it mat-
ters notnutdutdot whether they have seen
each otheronotheroroilier or not they at once be-
come brothers and sisters having
been adopted into the family of
christ through the bonds of the
everlasting covenant and all can
then exclaimixclaim in the beautiful lan-
guage of ruth 11 thy people shallshailshali
be mvmy people and thy god my
godlgodlygodi and the fact that we re-
ceive this comforter the holy
ghost is proof that the spirit in
warring with the flesh has over-
come and by continuing in this
state of victory over our sinful bodies
we becomeahebecome Ahethe sons and daughters
otof goldgod christ having made us
free and whoever the son makes

free is free indeed having fought
the good fightr we then shallsballshailshalidball be pre-
pared to lay our bodies down to rest
to await the nimorningorning of the resur-
rection wwhenen they will come forth
and be rreunitsdunitsdunitede with the spirits
the faithfalthfaithfulfu1 as it is said recelreceivingving
crowns glory immortality and eter-
nal lives even a fullness with the
father when jesus shall present his
work to the father saying fa-
ther herebere is the work thou gavestdavest
me to do then will they become
gods even the sons of god then
will they become eternal fathers
eternal mothers eternal sons and
eternal daughters being eternal in
their organization they go from
glory to glory from power to power
they will never cease to inereaseandincrease andaud
to multiply worlds without end
when they receive their crowns
their dominions they then will babe
prepared to frame earths like unto
ours and to people them in the same
manner as we have been brought
forth by our parents by our father
and god
I1 have often remarked that if the
lalattertterater day saints and all the world
understood the philosophy of their
own being they would bow in
humble rereverencereferenceference to him who is
the author of our being and the
author of all wisdom and all know-
ledge known among the children
of men it is very little compcompara-
tively

ira
that we do know and but

very little we can really compre-
hend it is believed that our scien-
tists and philosophers are very earfartardar
advanced and that wonderful pro-
gress has beeubeau made in the nine-
teenth century but notwithstand-
ing all the knowledge and power
of phiphilosophylosopby which so distinguishes
our age who among our most
learned cacann create as simple a thing
as a spear of grassglass or the leaf of a
tree no one

J
this can only be
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done throngntbrougnthrongs the natural process
no one can organize the simplest
particle of element independent of
the laws of nature when the
philosopher of the age reaches that
perfection thatthai one canean waft him-
self to the moon or to the north
starstanbihbid or to any other of the fixed
planets and be there in an instant
iriinirl the same manner that jesus did
when hebe ascended to the father in
h6avheavenen and rcturnedreturned to the earth
again thentheu we may begin to think
we know a little when we shall
possess the power and knowledge
totd cause heavenly planets to take
their position giving them their
laws and boundaries which they
rist obey and which they cannot
pass then we may begin to feel
ththatht we possess a little wisdom and
power
the great and grand secret of sal-

vation which we should continu-
ally seek to understand through
ouroorounoonoan faithfulness is the continuation
of the lives those of thetiietile latter
day saints who will continue to
follow after the revelations andaud
commandments of god to do them
who are found to be obedient in all
things continuallcontinuacontinuallycontinuallylly advancing little
bybk little towards perfection and the
knowledge of god they when
tapythpythey enter the spirit world and re-
ceive their bodies will be able to
advance faster in the things per-
taining to the knowledge of the
gods and will continue onward
arlaandatiaarld upward until they become
gods even the sons of god this
I1 saysavshy is the great secret of the here-
afterafter to continue in the lives for-
ever and forever which is the
greatest of all giftsgifts god has ever
bestowed uponUPOD his children we all
havebaie it within our reach we can all
attain to this perfected and exalted
state if we will embrace its prin-
ciple

prin-
cipless and practice them in our

everyeveryeverseverydayday life how accommo-
dating howbow glorious and divine are
the dealings of god with his fallen
children we have been called
from darkness to light from the
power of satan to the living god
by obeying the whispering of this
holy spirit which wenyenyovvo have received
by virtue of obedience to the gospel
which prompts us to purge from
withiuwithie us all sinful desires wewd can
say we are no more in the world but
we are in christ our living headbead
the philosophy of our coming out
from the world is the putting off the
old man sin and the putting on of
the new man jesosjesus christ how is
this to be done after we believed
the gospel we were baptized for thetha
remission of our sins and by the
laying on of hands we received thethet
holy spirit of promise and felt that
we shall be one I1 felt that I1

should no longer have need to keep
a daybookday book and ledgeredger in which to
keep my accounts for we were
about to consolidate and become
one that every man and every wo-
man would assist by actually labor-
ing with their hands in planting
building up and beautifying this
earth to make it like the garden of
eden I1 should therefore have no
farther occasion to keep accounts I1
should certainly accumulate and
earn more than I1 needed and hadbad
not a single doubt but what my
wants would be supplied this was
my experience and this is the feeling
of every one who receives the gospel
in an honest heart and contrite
spirit
but howbow are we now what is

our present condition
are we one temporally just

about as much as babylon is one
says I1 am for the mines I1 am en-
gaged on my faralfarmfarni oroi my factory I1
am so engageengagedd inin my mercanmercantileimercantilomercantinotileiillel
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business that it absorbs all my
time therefore do not trouble me
do not infringe on me and who
areard they generally they are men
who like myself came here not
only poor but in debt I1 was driven
tromirom my homes and possessions
five times stripped of my earthly pos-
sessionsmesZessions when we arrived in this
valley we were in a destitute condi-
tion others came here as destitute
as we were but are now compara-
tively wealthy how do they feel
they wish to do justjusicjusti as they please
askiskask them if they believe that the
lawjaw of god rrequires us to enter into
a general copartnership in all our
business relations livinglivina and work-
ing togthertogtbertoother as one family they
will tell you no I1 don t believe
any such thing those of this
class who are merchants will say
I1 want to get rich I1 will buy where

1I please and will sell at a hundred
per cent five hundred per cent or
SLa thousand per cent if I1 can you
may do so if you will but your end
will be lamentable you count the
menmen who have broken up their homes
and gonegono insearchin search of gold and then
count those who have carried out my
advice and you will readily acknow-
ledge that thetho latter class is by far
the better off notnut only financially
but inmorallyorally and spiritually you
my brebrethlenethienthiren and sisters who were
poor when you came here but who
now through the blessing of god
ridende in your carriages and live in
fine houses enjoying all911ailali the com-
forts of life as well as good health
and the society of friends how do
you feel As for myself I1 have
not ibebe slightest feeling in my heart
that I1 own aaiiiiflesinglesingie thing what I1
am in possession ofor the lord has
merely made me a steward over to
see wtiatwiiatwiist I1 will do with it now
my brethren and sisters do you feel
the same r if you do you will each

enquire what is my duty one
duty is to go to work and build this
and other temples and the other
ones can be built long before we
can finish this oue shall we do
so I1 say we will if we hadbad
reached that perfect state of unity
which we Filishouldouldouid have longiongon before
this and still hope that we yet shall
do you suppose we would ask a man
to pay tithingtithiug on ten bushels of
wheat or a hundred or a thousand
no all that would be necessary undertinderunden
such circumstances would be to say
brother soandso from you we want
so much and from another so
much 11 yes they would say take
it I1 have nonothingthinly it is all the
lordsloras let it be used to do him
service in the building up of his
kingdom 11 what would you do
brother brighamC if youyon were re-
quired to give up all your sub-
stance just what I1 have aalwaysways
been willing to do I1 would con
tinuotinuedinue to do my duty and trust in
god for the results that is what I1
have done all my life this doubt-
less seems foolishness inin the eyes
of the world they cannot under-
stand it neither have they any
means of understanding it for 11 the
things of god knoweth no man but
the spirit of god before I1 em-
braced this gospel I1 had studied
the creeds of the christian world
when I1 inquired of them with re-
gard to heavenly things why wowe
came here and the nature of the
relationship we sustained to god
and to heavenly beings could I1 getgeb
any information no not the
least idea I1 once heard ongoneone of the
leading elders in the episcopal
methodist church undertake to exex-
plain to his congregation one of the
simplest of things namelynameiynamelnameiyl what
is the soulsoui of man V after he had
labored for two lung hours having

1 exhausted his language0 M for know



262 JOURNAL OF discourses
ledgeedge he hadbad none hebe straightened
back inin the pulpit and said 11 my
brethren and sisters I1 must come
to the conclusion that the soul of
manroanmoan is an immaterial substance
what a pretty thing to look at
excuse me As far as the spirit
and feelingleeling of many of these peo-
ple are concerned with regard to
morality and their erlerideavorsendeavors to
send the gospel to the heathen na-
tions it is excellent and there
are doubtless millions of just as
honest people among the several
religious denominations as are
amongst the professedly latter day
saints but they have not the gos-
pel they are in darkness with
regard to the plan of salvation and
their teachers are blind guides
totally unable to give the people
the living word the way of ilfelifelire if
they live up to the best light and
knowledge they have and can get
they are safe and in a saved condi-
tion what is the sin of the min-
istry and people of the present
christian denominations it is that
light

C
has come to them and they

reject it the condemnation of the
jewish nation was that light had
come into thetheworldworld but they chose
darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil so says the
savior the same gospel thatjeusjesusjelus taught to those who rejected
him is entrusted to us to preach
toio the whole world with the same
consequences which must reach them
at some time in some condition
we have been hunted and driven

from place to place and the wicked
havellave sought our destruction simply
because we ofier to them the light
the truth the everlastingeverlaeting gospel
although we have been robbed of
our horneshomesbomesbornes and possessions they have
nohnotrint succeeded in destroying us yet
will they succeed I1 think not
the lord has said he would gather

his people for the last time which
he is doing he will not summersuffer that
they shall be overcome and the
kingdom wrested from them as here-
tofore neither will helielleile be mocked
and derided when he comes this time
not because the wicked would not

repeat the same treatment if they
were permitted but because hebe will
come in judgment taking vengeancer
on the wicked and on the ungodly
and with the besom of destruction
the refuge of lies and all those who
love and make lies will be swept
from the earth and few men will be
left if the latter day saints do
not desist from running after the
thingstliings of this world and begin to
reform and do the work the father
has given them to do they will be
found wanting and they too will be
swept away and counted as unprofit-
able servants
latter day saints go and take up-

a labor with yourselves urge your-
selves to the belief that the lord is
god that his eyes are upon the works
of his handsbands that even the sparrow
does not go unfed nor a hair of our
headsbeads fall to the ground unnoticed
labor with yourselves until you have
confidence in god and in his revela-
tions to us become one in temporal
things as well as spiritual things as
fast as you can enter into the
compact the association we call the
united order that we may com-
mence to do the work we have under-
taken to do
now I1 will make a proposition

and you may have five years to do
the work I1 am about to assignC you
to the reoplekeople of thetiietile sevier valley
millard county iron county plute
county beaver county with juab
kanekatiekailekalle washington and Sansanpetesanpeteepetee
counties I1 will say go to work and
build a temple in sanpeteSanpete aaAs soon
aass youyon are ready to commence I1

I1 will provide the plan the ground
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is already selected we do not ask
whether youyon are able to do this but
ask yourselves if you have faithsuffifaithfalthgaith suff-
icient to do it for we know that you
are perfectly able to do it if you are
willing and do it inside of three
years from next april then to the
people of box elder county the
malad valley cache valley soda
springs and bear lake valley rich
county and the people on bear
river I1 say unite your labor and
commence as soon as you can to
build a temple in cache valley
again to the people of weber
county davis county morgan and
summit counties salt lake county
tooelethoele and utah counties with the
people east and west I1 will say go
to work and finish the templetempie in this
city forthwith can you accomplish
the work you latter day saints of
these several counties yes that is
a question I1 can answer readily you
are perfectly able to do it the ques-
tion is have you the necessary
faith have you sufficient of the
spirit of god in your hearts to enable
yolayouyoa to say yes by the help of god
our father we will erect these build-
ings to his name there will be
little money comparatively needed
it isis nearly all labor such as you
can perform if the people had paid
their tithing and paid the hands
employed on the temple in pro-
portion as I1 have done that building
would have been finished before now
but I1 am not oblidobliobligeded to build tem-
ples for the people this is our com-
mon duty in order that all may have
the privilege to officiate for them-
selves and their dead bow long
latter day saints before you will
believe the gospel as it is the
lord has declared it to be his will
that his peoplispeoplepeopli enter into covenant
even as enoenohenonti and his couplepouplepeoplepc opleuple did
which of necessity muslmust be uefureleturelefure
wowe snallsnailsuall have the privilege of build

ing the centre stake of zionziou lorforror
the power and glorvglora of godglod will be
there and none but the pure in heart
will be able to live and enjyenjnybenjy it
go to now with youryohryounsohrsobr might and
with your means and finish this
temple why for what reason
the reasonsreasons are very obvious aud
you understand them
A few words to the sisters youyon

mothers who are trifling with the
ordinances of the house of god and
the blessings that are profferedproTered to
youyon I1 will say that the time will
comeconae if youyon persist in doing so
whennilen you will mourn and will bo
willing to give worlds if you posses-
sed them for the privilege of living
your lives over again somesame of you
are treating with contemptconteinpt the oracles
of the kingdom of god upon the
earth and in the commissioncoin mission of this
sin you trifle with your own salva-
tion as well as the salvation ofor youryuryunynn

children repent and turn untjunt3unta
godgd and teach your children thetlletile
importance of doing the same and
of the sacredness of the ordinances
and the laws of god it is the
momothersthersthera influence that is most
effective in moulding the mind of
the child for good or for evil if
she treat lightly the things of goigojgol
it is more than likely her children
will bobe inclined to do the same and
the lordlurd will not hold her guiltless
when lie comes to make up his
jewels he will disown all such wheawhedwhenched
he comes to claim his own and will
say go hence I1 never knew youyonsouson
the question may be asked aroare

you going to discontinue to give en-
dowmentsdowments here I1 think it is very
probable that you will have to go
where there is a templetempieTeniple or go with-
out liiiililirl consconsequencequence of ouroaroanoun having
been driven fromfrointromtroin our homes and
because of our destitutedestitatedesti tate circa 0n

stancessLances the lord has permitted nsus
to dudo what we have done namelynameiynaenarnely to
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use this endowment house for tem-
ple purposes but since through
the mercies and blessings of god
we are able to build temples it is
the will and commandment of god
that we do so
I1 thank yyounu for yourvourbour attention

we wiliwillwiil adjourn this conference
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we have heardbeard this afternoon the
testimony of one of our young bre-
thren elder yiaAlariamathonithoni pratt who has
just returned rejoicing in the truth
fromfront his first preaching mission
abroad
when speaking of his late expertexperi

ence my mind was carried back to
the days of my youth when at the
age of nineteen 1I went forth to the
world to preach the great principles
embraced in the iafalthfaitheaithi th of the latter
day saints I1 too felt my weak-
ness being then ververyy timid and
bashful never havingI1 been accus-
tomed to public speaking but the
lord in whom I1 placed my trust

until the oth day of april next to
meet at ten oclock am in the tem-
ple at st george we intend to
dedicate it then we shall dedicate
some parts this fall and commence
to work in it
I1 feel to bless the peopeoplePle and say

may heaven be kind to you amen

gavepave me strength according to my
faith and perseverance to proclaim
the truth to the people the holy
ghost which hadbad been given me
brought to mind the scriptures of
eternal truth in the very moment
needful to present them to the people
passages which I1 had merely read
in my early school assdaysays came as113213
vividly to my mind as though I1 had
committed them to memory thisthia
wasvas in fulfillmentBUmentfulfui of a promise of
god to all his faithful servants the
lord through newnev revelation has
commanded his servants who go
forth as missionaries in this last dis-
pensation1 pensa tion to take no thought before


