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all the descendants of Shem, Ham,
and Japheth who received not the
Gospel in the flesh, must be offi-
ciated for in the Temples of God,
before the Savior can present the
kingdom to the Father, saying, ¢ It
18 finished.”

May God continue to bless us,
' and guide and direct our labors, is
my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

we will then begin to see the neces-
sity of building others, for in pro-
portion to the diligence of our labors
in this direction, will we comprehend
the extent of the work to be done,
and the present is only a beginning.
When the Savior comes, a thousand
years will be devoted to this work
of redemption ; and Temples will
appear all over this land of Joseph,
—North and South America—and
also in Europe and elsewhere ; and |
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Our Conference is a most important | blow has fallen, it may be said, unex-
one, one that doubtless will be long | pectedly upon us; it was particularly
remembered by those who have par. | so at the martyrdom of the Prophet
ticipated in its deliberatiors and | Joseph Smith, for he had passed
actions. It is not often that we, as a | through so mauy dificulties, and had
people, have been called upon to pass | s0 many narrow escapes, and so many
throngh such circumstances as those | deliverances from perils of the most
which have surrornded us for the past | menacing character, that the Latter-
four or five weeks. Twice in our | day Saints had been led to regard
history, during the past forty-seven | him as almost invulnerable, and that
and a half years, have we been called | his life would be spared to a good old

to mourn fhe loss of him who has led
the canse of the Holy Priesthood
upon the earth. At both times the

age, if not to the winding up scene.
His martyrdom, then, fell as a very
unexpected blow upon the people. It
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was a dreadful shock, for which a| of affairs, by the aunthority of the
great bulk of the Latter-day Saints | Apostleship, and the authority which

were unprepared.

It is true that | they
many were warnel, especially those  Joseph.

had received from the Prophet
And for a little rising of

who were abroad among the nations | three years they led and guided the

preaching ; they had dreams and
manifestations of the Spirit concern-
ing the terrible cala vity, Bat those |
at home were scarcely prepared. Evi-
deness came so quickly, one after

another, that there was scarcely an |

1dea among the people that his arrest,

or his delivering himself up ag he did,
uncertainty and hesitation have not

would terminate in such a catastrophe,
The Chureh itself was so unprepared,
by any previous experience, for the
steps that were necessary to carry on
the work that the Lord had establish-
ed, and of which he had been the
strument,

I well remember the feelings that
were experienced upon that occasion ;
how men’s minds woudered, and the
surmises that were indalged in ; the
guesses, the anticipations, some think-
ing one man would be chosen, and

Church, until the Lord iulpired his
servant Brigham, to urganize a First
Presidency of the Charch.  This ex
perience has been most valuable to us
under our present circamstances. Men
have looked back to the past; they
have remembered what was done at
the period to which I refer, and douabt

existed to any extent ; in fact, have
not existed at all in the minds of
those of long experience in the Church.
The Twelve Apostles have the au-
thority to lead and guide, to manage
and dirvect the affairs of the Church,
being the Qaorum standing next to
the First Presidency. Naturally it
falls to them to step forward once
more and assume the direction and
control, to dictate and counsel and to
regulate, so far as may be necessary,

others that some one else would be. | everything connected with the organ-
Many of the people were at an entire \ 1zation of the people, and the proclam-

loss to know who would take charge
of the Church affuirs. Avd while
they were not satisfied with Sidney
Rigdon, nor his preaching, nor his
propositions ; A great many were un-
decided in their minds as to who
wounld be the leader, or who woauld
have the right to stand at the head,
When the Twelve returned and their
voices were heard in the midst of the
people; when President Young stood
before the congregation and spake to
the people, doubt and uneertainty and
every kindred feeling vanished, and
every one who had a sufficient portion
of the Spirit of the Lord recognized
in him the man whom the Lord had
chosen to lead and guide his people,
iustead of the martyred Propbhet.
For the first time in the history of
the Church, the Twelve Aposiles

ation of the GGospel among the nations
of the earth.

Althongh the blow has been a heavy
one, and has fallen nnexpectedly upon
us, it seemed to me, during the past
summer,in HatchingPresidant Yuung,
in listening to him, In associating
with him, that he hed obtained a new
lease of life. He had not been able
to speak for years in public assem-
blies with the ease to himself that he
had doue since the last winter. It
seemed that he had overcome his
weakness, a weakness of the stomach
from which he suffered wheu he spoke
to large congregations, and his bodi-
ly health appeared to be as perfect as
it conld be for a man of his age ; this
being the case, it was a very unex-
pected thing for him to pass off so
suddenly. But in looking back a$

stepped forward and took the charge | the circamstances that surrounded



him and that surrounded the Church,
and the labors that were so essential
for him to perform, we can now
understand why it was that he was
so greatly strengthened, that he had
such vigor not only in speaking, bat
in performing the labors of traveling
and visiting the various settlements,
that he enjoyed. 1 do not believe
myself that President Young eould

have felt as happy, as I know he does |

feel, had he left the Chuareh in the
condition 1t was in when he com-
menced his labors last spring. I am
convinced that it has added greatly
to his satisfaction; it has been a
fitting consummation to the labors of
his long life that he should be spared
to organize the Church throughont
these valleys mn the manner in which
it now is organized. It was remark-
el by brother Pratt, in his discourse,
that at no time sinece the first organ-
1zation of the Chuarch have the
Latter-day Saints been so well organ-
ized ; everything set in order so
completely as we now see them, This
18 bis experience and his testimony ;
and you know he has been ramiliar
with the Chuarch from nearly the first
of its’ organization to the present
time. And I believe this would be
the testimony of every man of years
belonging to the Cburch. And I am
thankful this day that President
Young was spared 'to accomplish this
work, that the Lord gave him the
bodily vigor and the mental capacity
sufficient to enable him to close up the
labors of his earthly career in so fit-
tiug a manner.

+ He bas marked out the path for
the Twelve to pursne. And I was a
number of times impressed during the
summer that the spirit he possessed
in relation to these matters impelled
him to burry them up, and have
everything attended to quickly; al-
most a feeling of restlessiess was
manifested by him (which was so con-
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trary to his usnal calmness of manner),
to have the work of organization
completed. I have been reminded a
number of times of the same spirit
that rested upon the Prophet Joseph ;
he seemingly eould not rest, he was
constantly stirring up and urging the
Twelve to step forward and assume
the responsibility that lay npon them,
and to impart to the people the know-
ledze that the Lord had given to him,
and to bestow upon the servants of
God the keys and the authority of

' the holy Priesthood in its falness.

And President Young manifested the
same spirit. He lived to receive
Elder Taylor and the brethren of the
Twelve who accompanied him after
their return from organizing the last
of the Stakes of Zion, and to confer
with them. In afew hours atterwards
he took his exit,

At no time probubly in the his-
tory of the Church have the Saints
been so ealm and so serene, mani-
festing so little concern in relation
to the way matters should go, and
the affairs of the Church be con-
ducted, as they have on this occa-
sion. It has seemed as though the
Lord has prepared the people for
these things. He has poured out
upon us the spirit of union that has
not been enjoyed, probably, to so
great an exftent at any time in our
history. There are great labors
assigned to all of us in every depart-
ment of the Priesthood. If we take
np the work and carry it forward in
the spirit with which 1t has been
committed to us by him, now that
he has gone from our midst, the
Lord will contizue to be with us, and
to bless us as he did him. For He
was with him all his life ; He was
with him in counseling the people ;
He was with him m prophecying
to the people, and in teaching them
and directing them in their temporal
as well as their spiritual labors. And
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the Lord crowned his life with sue-
cess, and his labors with blessing;
and they who sustained him and
obeyed his counsel have beer pros-
pered in every instance; and when
they received the counsel in a proper
spirit, and carried it out as'it was
given to them, they and the Church
prospered under his presidency and
administration ; and it has gone
forth in power and majesty, aud in
such a way as to bring conviction to
the hearts of thousands of people that
there 1s a power connected with this
system called * Mormonism,” not
comprehensible to any who do not
view it by the Spirit of God. 1 feel
that we, as a people, should take
hold ot this work ; that we, as Apos-
tles, that we, as Serventies, and as
High Priests, as Elders, as Pries's,
Teachers and Deacons, should take
hold of this work in earnestness and
in zeal, and carry it forward as our
Prophet and file leader did daring
his lifetime; that we should take it
up where be laid it down, and carry
it on until the end is reached, and
the full consummation of all things
18 accomplished ; seeking to have the
spirit that amimated him, and to
follow him as he followed Joseph,
as he honored Joseph, as he revered
Joseph, as he upheld Joseph, as he
maintained Joseph, touching doctrine
and counsel, so that it appears to me
if we are animated by the Spirit of
God we will henor him and follow in
his footateps, as he followed Joseph,

and as Joseph followed Christ. When |

' Revelator,
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pleasure to that portion of brother
Pratt’s discourse which I heard, in
relation to the Apostleship and the
anthority of the Apostleship, and the
right of the Priesthood to rule and
to govern. There have been a great
many ideas afloat in the minds of
men concerning this work, and 1
suppose I have been interrogated I

might say thousands of times—at.

any rate I have been interrogarted
uapon this point more than any other
namely, Who will succeed President
Young in case hedies ? The Latter-

' day Saints who have had experience

in this matter have not had occasion
to ask this guestion; but many in-
experienced Sants had it in their
hearts, wondering what shape affairs
would take in case anything were to
happen to the President of the
Chureh.

Every man who is ordained fo
the fullness of Apostleship, has the
power and the authority to lead and
guide the people of God whenever he
18 called upon to it, and the responsi-
bility rests upon him. Bat thereis a
difference, as was explained by bro-
ther Pratt, that arises in some in-
stances from seniority 1n age, in
other instances from seniority in
ordination. And while it is the
right of all the Twelve Apostles to
receive revelation, and for each one
to be a Prophet, to be a Seer, to be a
and to hold the keys in
the fulluess, it is only the right of

" one man at a time to exercise that

we do this, and take hold of this

work with the earnestmess and zeal
which should characterize our actions, ’—uf‘ course, always acting in con-
the Spirit and power of God will | junction with his fellow-servants.

rest upon us, and he will bear us uﬂ'
as he has borne them off who pre-
ceded as; he will not desert us, nor
leave us in any position where we
will be destitute of help.

I listened with a great deal of

3

power in relation to the whole people,

and to give revelation and counsel,

and direct the affairs of the Church |

And while we say that the Twelve
Apostles have the right to govern,
that the Twelve have the aunthority,
that the Twelve Apostles are the
men who preside—when we say this,
we do mot mean that every one of
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the Twelve is going to give revela- i is he whom you sustained yesterday,

tion to this great people, that every |

as President of the Quorum of the

one of the Twelve has the right to ' Twelve, as one of the Twelve A pos-
eounsel and dictate and mgulute the | tles and of the Presidency, John
affairs of the Church as emergencies | Taylor by name. When revelation

may arise, independent of the rest.
The Church is not governed ]Ikﬂ
Zion's Co-operative Institation, by a

comes to this penp]e, it is he who
has the right to give it. When coun-
' sel comes to this people, as a people,

Board of Directors; thisis not God’s it is he who has the right to impars

design. It 18 guverned by men who | it; and while the Twelve are asso-

hold the keys of the Apostleship, | ciated with him, one in power, one in

who have the right and authority.
Any one of them, should an emer-
gency arise, can act as President of
the Chuich, with all the powers,
with all the authority, with all the
keys, and with every endowment
necessary to obtain revelation from
God, and to lead and guide this
people in the path that leads to the
celestial glory; «but there is only
one man at a time who ean hold the
keys, who can dictate, who can
guide, who ean give revelation to
the Church. The rest muost acquiesce
1m his action, the rest must be gov-
erned by his counsels, the rest must
receive his doctrines. It was so
with Joseph. Others held the Apos-
tleship—Oliver received the A pos-
tleship at the same time that Joseph
did, but Joseph held the keys,
althongh Oliver held precisely the
same authority., There was only
one who could exercise it in its full-
ness and power among the people.
So also at Joseph's death, there was
only one man who could exercise
that anthority and hold these keys,
and that man was President Brigham
Young, the President of the Quoruin
of the Twelve whom God had singled
out, who by extraordinary providence
had been brought to the front, al-
though many were ahead of him
acoording to ordination at one time
and another.

Now that he has gone, one man
only can hold this power and autho-
rity to which I refer, and that man

authority, they must respect him as

their President, they must look to
him as the man through whom the
voice of God will come to them, and
to this entire people. By extraordi-

' nary providence he has been brought

to the front. Men have wondered
at it, why it was so. It is easy of
explanation. There was a time when
three living Apostles, three Apos-
tles who now live, whose names were
placed-above his in the Quorum of
the Twelve. Bat when this matter
was reflected upon, President Young
was moved upon to place him ahead
of one, and afterwards ahead of two
others, until by the unanimous voice
of the Apostles he was acknowledged
the Senior Apostle, holding the oldest
ordination without interruption of
any man among the Apostles. Not
that he sought it; not that he en-
deavored to obtamn it; not that he
begged for his place, for it is due to
him to say to this congregation to-
day, that no man has been more
modest in wvrging his claim or set-
ting forth his right than he. DBut

' President Young was led by the

Spirit of God, as we do verily be-
lieve, to place him in his right posi-
tion; and two years ago last June,
in Sanpete, he declared in a public
congregation that John Taylor stood
pext to him; and that wlen he was
absent 1t was his right to preside
over the Council. We little thought
then, at that time, that there would
be a necessity so soon arise when he
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would be required to exercise that
power, that authority and right.
Most of the people counld very readily
imagine that President Yonng would
have outlived President Taylor, but
the Lord has ordered otherwise.

In relation to ordination, a great
many people have imagined that it
was necessary to ordain a man to
succeed another, that it would 1m-
part a particular efficacy or endow
him with some additional power.
Ordination is always good and ac-
ceptable; blessings and setting apart
are always desirable to those who
have to go forth to prepare them for
God’s service; but it is not necessary
that an Apostle should be ordained
to stand at the head of the people.
When the exigency arises, he has
already got the fulness of authority,
and the power of it. I was told of
a dream that a person had shortly
after the death of the Prophet. A
person dreamed that a certain man
had been set apart by the President,
and the keys had been given him;
and that President Young came and
said that he had given to this per-
son the keys. Now, that of itself]
to a person understanding the prin-
ciple, would carry its own contra-
diction with it. The man dreamed
of was already an Apostie, holding
and exercising the keys of the
Apostleship; and therefore it would
not be necessary for President Young
to confer again upon him the keys.
If every man of the Twelve but one
were slain, the one remaining would
have the right to erganize a First
Presidency of the Church, to choose
Twelve Apostles, and to organize the
Church in its fulness and power, and
to preside over it. And his acts
would be accepted of the Lord, and
binding upon the people. This is the
authority of the Apostleship. If
every Apostle anciently had been
slain but John the Revelator, as they

all were, and there had been faith
and men enough left, he would have
had the right to ordain other Apos-
tles, and set in order the entire
Chareh, and carry forward the work
as the Lord should dictate it. So
in our day. As I have stated, it is.
not necessary for a man who has re-
ceived this power and these keys to-
be ordained and set apart to act; he:
can act in any position. President
Young, when he chose brother George
A. Smith to be his First Counselor, in
the place of Heber C. Kimball, did
not lay his hands upon his head to
confer upon him any additional power
or anthority for the position, becanse
brother George A. held the Apostle-
ship in its fulness, and by virtue of
that Priesthood he could act in that
or in any other position in the Church.
He chose other assistant Counselors ;
he did not set them apart, there was
no mnecessity for it, as they already
held the Apostleship. And if he
had, he could only have blessed them ;
he could not bestow upon them any
more than they already had, because
they had all that he himself bhad, that
is when he chose them from the same
Quorum. He did choose several of
his assistant Counselors from the
Quornm of the Twelve; he did not
pat his hands np n them to set them
apart, nor to give them the authority
aud power to act as his Counselors;
they already held it. .

It is well for the Latter-day Saints
to understand the principles of the
Holy Priesthood, and the power
thereof, that it may be known by
you where tie authority rests, who
has the right to teach and guide
and counsel in the affairs of the
kingdom of God. The Lord has
revealed it in plainness, so that a
way-faring man, though a fool need
not err therein, Was 1t necessary
that Elder Taylor should be set apart
to preside over this people? was it
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necessary that the Twelve Apostles

should be set apart to preside over
this people 7 No it was not, for
- they already possessed the power, au-
thority and ordination. Was it neces-
sary for the Prophet Joseph Smith to
set apart Brigham or Heber or Wil-
lard, or any of tke rest of the Twelve
Apostles? No, for the same reason,
they had received the fulness of the
Holy Priesthood, the full endowment
-and the keys, and the authority, and
the fulness of the Apostleship ; there-
fore it was not necessary. It might
have been done; there would have
been no wrong in doing it; there
would be no impropriety in blessing
a man; there would be mo impro-
priety in a man like Joseph or Brig-
ham, favored of God with the power
to move the heavens to bring down
blessings upon the children of men;
I say, there would be no impropriety
m such men laying their hands upon
any man and blessing bim ; the Lord
would bless him, if he were thus
blessed. But I am now speaking of

the authority and power of the Holy |
Priesthood. The blessing of such |

men or by such men, would rot be-

stow upon bim any additional autho.
rityor any more keys, presuming that

be already had received the fulness

of the Apostleship. Some may feel
that the Lord should raise up a man
by special manifestations of power to
preside over his Church—they hav-
Ing an expectation of that kind.
Whenever the Lord does it will be
because of there being a necessity
for it, and whenever there is a ne-
cessity for it, it will not be made plain
through one of the T'welve aside from
the President, it will not be made plain
through a Seventy, it will not be
made plain through a High Priest,
through an Elder, through a Patri-
arch ; 1t will come as all revelations
from the Lord come, to be binding
wpon this people, through the voice
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of him whom the Lord chooses to be
his voice, sanctioned by the Twelve
Apostles. Hear it, O Israel! and
remember it. Have I the right to
say who shall preside over this

ple ? No. Although an Apostle,
bolding the keys with my brethren
and being side by side with them,
having equdl authority with them.
Why ? because I am not chosen by
the I.ord to be his mouthpiece to
the Latter.day Saints; what ] mean
by this, to give them revelation.
It is my right to instroct and teach,
to labor and to counsel ; but it is not
my right to organize a First Presi-
dency for this Church, neither is it
the right of any other man, ex-
cepting him whom the Lord has
chosen the President of the Twelve,
with that Quorum standing as the
First Presideney. A day or two
ago, & man came here and notified
the President of the Twelve that
he was to be the sucoessor to Brig-
ham. The most charitable con-
struction you can put upon such
speeches is that the man is crazy.
Whenever the voice of the Lord
comes upon such a subject, it will
come with the power and demon-
stration of the Holy Ghost and with
much assurance, and every Latter-
day Saint on the earth will receive
it, because the Spirit of God will
bear testimony to our spirits that it
18 from Him, so that we cannot be
deceived. It is our privilege to so
live that we know the voice of the

 true shepherd, and can not be de-

ceived by those who profess to have
revelation and bave authority, when
they have it not. And every man
and woman iu this Church should
80 live that when they hear the true
voice, they will know it as they would
know the voice of their nearest friend,
aud not be deceived or led astray.
Well but, says one, Why cannot yon
organize a First Presidency now, if
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the Twelve have this anthority ? Do
you want to know the reason, bre-
thren and sisters, why we do not
take such a step? I suspect you
would like to know why a man and
his two Counselors are not singled
out, called and set apart by the voico
of the people at this Conference, as
the First Presidency of the Clurch ?
The reascn is simply this: the Lord
has not revealed it to us: he has not
commanded us to do this, and until
he does require this at our hands, we
shall not do it. For the present, it
seems to be the mind and will of God,
as manifested to us, that the Twelve
should preside over the Church.
And until he does reveal unto his
servants that it is right and proper
that a First Presidency should be
organized again, we shall wait, we
shall do nothing of that kind. When
the voice of God comes, when it
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shall be the counsel ef our Heavenly
Father that a First Presidency shall
be again organized, the Quorum
of the Twelve will be or

ganized in .
its fullness as before. Therefore

yon can wait, as well as we, for the
voice of the Lord:; and when it
does come, whenever it will be, you
will see the Church take action in
this matter; but ontil then, Lat-
ter- day Saints, you will be gov-
erned by the anthority that already
exists. If three men have the right
to govern, certainly twelve men, all
possessing the same keys, have that
right and that aathority. Then let
ws wait the good pleasure of the
Lord, and cease surmises, and cease
indulging in vain and foolish ideas
upon these subjects.

I pray God to bless yos, and pour
out his Spirit upon us all, in the
name of Jesus. Amen,
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I am happy to meet with the
brethren and sisters at this Confe-
rence. Since I was last here we have

bad to soffer the loss of our venera-
ted and beloved President Brigham
Young, which cast a gloom ever the



