attempt to stop the waters of the
Missouri River asto try to prevent
~ the Almighty from pouring down
knowledge upon the Latter-day
Saints. It will come ; it will come
like a mighty flood, it wiil come like
a mighty ocean, and there will be no
mental darkness upon the whole face
of the earth, The laws by which the
earth is governed, by which the ma-
terials were governed, by which iu-
telligence produces intelligence, by
which one material eleaves to another,
and by which all the varions mechan-
isms are performed, will be revealed
1n their times and in their seasons.
And then the Lord will not stop there;
but he will unfold other systems and
heavens that shall come into connec-
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tion with ours. How, I know not;
in what way, I know not. There
will be telescopes, microscopes and

. other 1nstruments discovered in these

systems, that will so far outstretch
the discoveries made at the present
time, that all these things will dwindle
into ‘insignificance, and when the
inhabitants of one system can con-
verse with those of another, and when
there shall be communication between
all the creations that God has made

| with the present creation we inhabit,

and when the Lord shall bring forth
Zion out of all the creations he has
made ; then, I think, we shall begin
to look back in astonishment at the
littleness of the discoveries of the-
learned of the 19th century. Amen.

DISCOURSE BY

ELDER

GEO. Q. CANNON,

DeLIVERED AT THE SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE, OGN SUNDAY AFTERNOON
ApriL 6, 1878.

(Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs.)

LABORS AND EXPRRIENCE OF THE ELDERS—THE WORK SCARCELY BEGUN—
THE POWER OF UNION—TEMPORAL SALVATION NECESSARY AS WELL
AS SPIRITUAL—CO-OPERATION AND THE UNITED ORDER.

The speaker read from the Doctrine
and Covenants (new edition), com-
mercing at the 24th paragraph, and
ending at the 33rd paragraph, of sec-
tion 8. .

This is a great people, and if any-
thing would be likely to appall a man

and make him feel his own nothing-
ness, it is to stand up before such an
audienc? as is here assembled, to at-
tempt to speak to them and to instruct.
them. We have, however, something
besides our own strength to rely on;
if it were not so, I should not be here,
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The promise of the Lord is that when
we assemble together as we have
this day, and as we are now assem-
bled, he will give unto us that por-
tion of his word and his counsel as
shall be suited to our circumstances,
s0 that every soul shall eat of the
bread of life and go away satisfied,
and rejoice in the privilege he may
have had of coming together as we
now are,

This work in which we are en-
gaged embraces more and more. The
older I grow the more I become ac-
quainted with its magnitude, with
the responsibilities that are connec-
ted with it, and especially the re-
spousibilities which rest down upon
those who are the chosen leaders of
the people.

We know, as was testified to this
'morping, that this is the work of
'God, that God has laid its foundation,
that God has chosen the men who
are associated with it and who are in
authority connected with the work,
to fill the situations which they occu-
py. We know also that he has re-
stored the authority that was once en-
joyed by man, by which men are en-
abled to actin the midst of the people
in Christ's stead. And knowing

these things we are encouraged as a |

people and as individuals to press
forward and to help establish that
cause which he has revealed to the
earth. DBat there are many things
connected with this work, with its
advancement, with the binding of the
people together, with the carrying
out of the great designs which God
has revealed for the salvation of the
«children of men; which press upon
our attention and cause us to exercise
every faculty of our miuds in think-
ing, in pondering upon and in giving
shape to measures that shall result
in the greatest good to this great
people.

The principles ofthe Gospel weare
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| all familiar with, as a people; we

have studied the lesson from the be-
ginning and have become familar
with it in almost all its details, We
have traveled, we have preached, we
have borne testimony to this work;
we have helped to gather the people
together, organizing them, before
doing so, into brancues, into confe-
rences, into missions, and then have
organized them into companies to
travel by sea, to travel by land, to
bring them to the gathering places
which have been appointed. With
these labors the Elders of this church
have obtained great familiarity ; they
have become experts in preaching
spiritnal salvation, in preaching the
first principles of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ; in telling the
people how they shall be saved from
their sins, and what they shall do to
obtain the promises of God connec-
ted with obedience to this Gospel.
And we have, in coming to these
mountains, obtained considerable
knowledge concerning other matters.
Probably to-day a man would not be
open to the charge of egotism, of
being vain concerning the people,
were he tosay that, to take the Latter-
day Saints, the men of this church,
and in no other body of men of the
same numbers will you find men of
such experience in preaching, in tra-
veling, as missionaries, as Klders, in
organizing the people, in handling
companies of large bedies of men and
women and laying the foundation of
settlements, in building cities, in de-
veloping countries, and in organizing
systems of government in those coun-
tries, I do not know that 1 am open
to the charge of being vain concern-
ing the Latter.day Saints when 1
make this statement—that in all the
earth, among all the inhabitants of
the earth, you cannot find so large a
body of principal men familiar with
spiritual things, familiar with tem
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poral things, familiar with the hand-
ling of large bodies of people a:d
organizing them and dictating their
labors and planning for their tempo-
ral salvation, and for their good gov-
ernment, as you will find in the midst
of these mountains and numbered 1n
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

And yet, after making this state.
ment, we stand, as it were, at the
very threshold of our work, just at
the door of it; we have scarcely ac-
complished anything comparedto what
remains to be done connected with the
work devolving uponus. Wehave made
a beginning, it 1s true, we have solved
some problems; but there is an iw-
mense amount of work to be done
bv us as a people, and especially by
those who act in our midst in the ca-
pacity of leaders.
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overthrow. You can scarcely talk

‘with a thinking man upon these sub-

Jects, a man who takes in,to the extent
of his vision, all the evils which threa-
ten our nation, without having him
acknowledge that the future, in many
respects, looks exceediugly dark, and
that it 1s somewhat doubtfal whether
the republic can be preserved as itis
at the present.

With all these facts, then, before
us, 1t is well for us to-day, assembled
as we are in this general Conference,
to take into socme consideration our
own condition, the cireamstances
which surround us, and examine them
in the light of intelligence and wis-
dom, as He has given it to us, and
whether we should not take steps to
preserve our existence, and not only
preserve, but perpetuate it, and to

The highest qua-* increase onr power, and to cause that

lities of statesmanship are needed and | work with which we are identified to
called for; the highest qualities that | continue to progress and to fulfil its

men and women pﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂa that make |
them capable of planning for nations
devising schemes and plans that will
nct only save a town or a small com-

munity of people, but that will ex-|

tend to nations the means of saving
them from national peril and from
evils that menace the existence of
-every power that now exists upon the
face of the earth.

You look abroad to-day among the
inhabitants of the earth and see their
condition, see the evils with which
they are afflicted and which threaten
the dowrfall and the overthrow of na-
tions and we need not to go beyond our
own land to gain experience in this
matter, and to ascertain the danger
which besets this republic, the most
glorious nation, and the most glorn-
ous form of government that exists
upon the habitable globe. How many
times it is said that this republic can-
not stand, that evils are working and
undermining the fabric of govern-
ment, and which threatens its speedy

high and glorious destiny.

There is one principle which I think
in mentioning everyone will see the
power of, and that is union. Itisa
trite saying, often repeated, that
union 18 strength, Certainly we have
proved thetruthof thissaying through
the long or short period, as it may be,
of our existence us a people. There
is no people to-day with whom I am
acquainted who has proved so satis-
factorily as we have throughout our
past experience, the valoe of union.
It is that which makes us, numeri-
cally a weak people, a strong people ;

it is that which makes us one hun.
dred and fifty or one hundred and
sixty thonsand, or perhaps two hun.
dred thousand people throaghout these
mountains north and south, a power
in the land; and a power certainly
which there is more said about thun
any other power, probably, in exist.
ence. Divide us up, segregate us
into denominations, into factions, and

what would we amount to ? Nothing;
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our strength wonld be dissipated, w

1

would be enfeebled, and nothing par- |

ticularly would be said about us more
than 1s said abouat thousands and mil-
lions of others from whom we are
parated. 1t was the
Latter- i[ﬂ,‘ vaints whieh 1o
ginning created OppPosition
us, brought 1t to the
made it moving
but fifty or less the
church. The very fact that a new
principle of anion, had been brought
to hight, through which these ﬁ!‘[-}'
men and women were uniled as the
heart of one, was safficient to arouse
opposition and create to a certain
extent, fear. Seectarian influence
was bronght fto bear against us.
“Qur creed 18 1n danger, our sect
18 In danger, our place 18 in danger,
if this people with this union should
gain a foothold among ns.” Alarm
was felt in the ranks of the variouns
sects, and they felt that although
a_power weiguificant and weak, us
it were, 16 shonld be fought and its
existence extirpated, if possible from
off the earth. Hence
sition it met with 1n the begiuning
A few weeks l::-In!, like a little tremb-

H B
union of the
the he.
.'|:=_f:1i|t-~'
surlace, and
there

members of

wlien WoTre

the oppo-

ling, puny infant not able to walk,
not able to F.;“IE?:'.I: or make itself
felt. Yet the very existence of the

imfant aroused fear, as great fear as
that which animated Herod of old
when he issued an ediet for all the
first-born male ehildren of Israel to
be slain, It created terror in the
land; and all because a certain babe
of Dethlechem had been thn
he hoped, 1n 1ssuing this erue

this m.m-n,hll{l
him the power which he fearea. So
1t was in the beginning of this
work, when it was weak and feeble
1t created in the minds of those
who watehed its birth and its after-
growth a feeliig of fear, and they

ediet,
to {J!.L':-;TI'U}

e, off the earth,

you will see by

YOl 1€

. T:lt'h' of

':mi | lu

nnd with |

' living have.
were determined to lh'r-'ti'n}' it from |
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if they could.
When the ehurch moved to Kirt-

| land and the people began to gather

tnjﬂ':!‘.f'l to co to that [l'..lH to settle
reading the history,
the fear that was produced. And
ad the history of the settle-
ent of the people in Jackson County
an :1 VOou w ill see the same manifest-
ations, only mere violent, until
such o spirit was engendered that
the mob succeeded mn driving the
people from the county. You ean
trace 1t HII‘Hlli'."ll! all the 117‘-1131“}? of
this people to the present time.; It
has been the union of the latter-
day Samnts t have before
ri.'liIL aroused 0] ‘lmn':tllt'm, i_‘l':'_-.'.*:{i.“i}’it‘t].
it and made i!:- as effective as 1t has
been against us.  Had we been a
divided people, had we been quar-
e I:hl*_:‘ among ourselves S, had there
been fi L“[lnm among us aud jealous-
among our 1~tr1 g Imen, you
\.\.'::11!4[ 1H0OL ]t;u'u sSeell Liln “IP[” lﬁii‘.lnll
neither would you have seen the
credit that has been given to us, nor
the power that this people have
wielded 1n the earth to the present
time.  You ‘would not have seen
this spectacle—this mspiriting spec-
12 000 ]n-ulnll' assembled
under one roof to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of their own
consciences and the revelations of
(rod, and luu'i.::kin;_{ of the Lord's
Supper, as we are to-day. You would
not have seen these valleys peopled
from Idaho 11 the north to Mexico
in the south with settlements of
ople of one faith, of one belief,
worshipping God in the same man-
ner and calling upon him unitedly
to bestow upon them the same bles.

hat, as |

!l*:-'-

| sings, and laboring for the same ob-

'jects. The value, therefore, of
union we, as a people, have demon-
strated as no other people now

And 1 leave you to

your own reflections to imagine what



LABORS AND EXPERIENCE, ETC.

we wonld be without it.  Everyone
can think for himself, or herself, upon
this subject, and can draw his or her
own conclusions. Bat as we are
united and have been spiritually, it
18 not the design of God, as is clearly
manifest in his revelations, plainly
spoken through his word, and deeply
impressed by his Holy Spirit upon
every heart belonging to this charch,
that this alone is not the object of
our organization as a people. It was
not for spiritual salvation alone that
the word of the Lord came to us to
gather ont of Babylon ; it was not
for spiritnal salvation alone that the
Elders of this Church traversed sea
and land for so long a period, gather-
ing the people together at such an
expense of time and means; it was
not for spiritnal salvation alone that
we have suffered the attacks and the
violence of mobs, that we left our
homes in the east—the pleasant pla-
ces that many left, and crossed these
dreary wastes, and planted ourselves
in these mountains. There was
something more than this embodied
in the idea; there was something
more than this embodied in the et-
fort. There was temporal salvation
also connected with the spiritual sal-
vation that had been extended to us.

I use the term * temporal salvation,” |

becanse it is better understood prob-
ably than any other term I could use.
My training has led me to blend the
two, it being difficult for me to draw
the line of demarcation between the
temporal and spiritual; but in many
minds there is a destinction. I use
the phrase, therefore, that those who
are familiar with it will understand
my meaning. Temporal salvation is
as necessary, according to the faith
of the Latter-day Saints, in its time
and season, as spiritual salvation. Of
course spiritual salvation occupies the
first, and ought to be foremost with-
in every heart; but we cannot accom-
No. 6.
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| plish our spiritnal salvation and the

destiny of our Father and Creator
without also connecting with it tem-
poral salvation, temporal acts, the
performanceof temporal labor. Hence,
as I have said, it should occupysome
portion of our thoughts, it should be
considered by us; andas I haveremark-
ed, we have not comeoutofour present
location for puvely spiritual perfor-
mances, but to lay the foundation of
a system that should stand forever,that
should be connected with man's ex-
istence here upon the earth, both his
spiritual and his temporal existence
a work that should affect everything
connected with man and his relation-
ship to his fellow-man.

A great many of the Latter-day
Saints have failed, as [ have some-
times thought, to grasp this idea, to
grasp the idea that the Lord was
founding a great natiopality—if I
may use such a limited phrase as
that; it limits the idea to call it a
nationality. The Lord is gathering
ont from every nation, kindred,
tongue and people a community, out
of which he intends to form for him-
self a kingdom, not an earthly king.
dom, buta kingdom over which he
will preside in the heavens; aking-
dom that should be based upon purely
republican principles upon the earth ;
and therefore not a kingdom in the
strict serse of the word, so far as its
earthly location is concerned; but a
repoblic.  And for this purpose, as
the Latter-day Saints have believed
from the beginning, the Lord raised
up the founders of our nation and in-
spired them—George Washington
and others—to do the work that they
accomplished,inlaying the foundation
of a form of government upon thig
land under which that kingdom that
he should establish should grow and
flourish and extend itself without ine
terfering in the least degree with the
genius of the government. And this

Yol. XX.
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is the work in which we are engaged;
this is the labor that should occupy
our attention, and as I have said, we
should take warning by that which
we see around us on every hand—
the decay, the desintegration of the
various governments and powers,
and organize ourselves so that we can
preserve ourselves, and grow and in-
crease and add to the power we al-
ready possess. I believe our people
are beginning to take higher views
oftheorganization with which they are
connected, and counsequently higher
views of their own individual responsi-
bility aud the labor thatdevolves upon
each one as an individual. We see
more of this spirit manifested. The
Elders have ever evinced a willing-
ness to go forth at the call of the
proper authorities to preach the Gos.
pel and perform labors of this charac-
ter for the public good; but 1t has
been a difficult lesson for us to learn
that it was equally binding upon us,
as servants of God, that we should
labor in temporal matters with the
same devotion and the spirit of self-
abnegation that wedid in laboring to
preach the Gospel. There seemed to
be a higher calling in the mind of
man associated with spiritual mat-
ters ; it seemed to be more diguified ;
it has seemed to be more worthy of
men'’s gratuitous labor, than to labor
with their hands or brain for the tem-
poral advancement of the work and
for the temporal salvation of the
people. 1 believe that you will all
have noticed that there is a change
taking place in many minds in regard
to this, and many men are beginning
to take a different view—in fact they
have done for years; probably some
never had any other view, but a great
many who have had different views,
who have imagined that it was
their duty to look at these temporal
matters, are beginning to take diffe-
rent views, to take a higher concep-

DISCOURSES.

tion of their responsibility in this
direction. It is right and proper
that we should do so. There 1s no
good reason why a man should ima-
gine that he has fulfilled the acquire-
ments more acceptably, more ap-
provedly in preaching this Gospel,
than in laboring, after the people
have been gathered home, for their
salvation in temporal things.

There is a subject that has occu-
pied a great amount of thought, and
has been dwelt upon very frequently
in our public assemblies for the past
few years; I refer to that of the
United Order. There have been
some attempts, in fact 1 may say
many attempts at organization with a
view to its more complete carrying
out. There is another principle con-
nected with this that has been in
force also upon our attention for many
years past, namely, the system of co-
operation in temporal matters. We
have felt to a very great extent the
importance of this; I believe the
spirit of it has rested upon the Liatter-
day Saints. When you look back a
few years, by way of contrasting
our condition then with our condi-
tion to-day, you will perceive, doubt-
less, there has been a great change
effected among us in regard to this
matter.  There has been cousider-
able thought among the people con-
cerning it ; a great many have rea-
soned upon it for themeelves, and
have become thoroughly convinced
of the importance of the principle.
In this a good work has been done,
becavse it is an exceedingly difficult
thing to leaven the whole mass of
people, like this people who inhabit
these valleys, to leaven them with
correct ideas and have them under-
stand them. If the First Presidency
of the Church comprehend a prin-
ciple, and the Twelve comprehend
it, but the people fail to comprehend

it, you can readily understand how
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difficult it would be to make that
principle practical and operative.
The leading men, then, have carried
the whole people upon their shoul-
ders, so to speak ; if under those cir-
cumstances anything has to bedone
it is to be done upon their faith and
influence alone. But when you can
get the thinking men and women
throughout our community to under-

stand and realize the importance of  is one thing, brethren and sisters,

the principle, the victory is won, the
work then is comparatively easy of
accomplishment. And this has been

1
|
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successfnlly, and we are on hand to
carry it out.” I do not know from
your expressions, whether I state
your feelings correctly or not on this
point; but I state that which I be-
lieve, that which I am impressed with
1n connection with my brethren and
sisters, wherever I meet them, and
whenever this subject or topic comes
up for discussion or mention. There

that must strike us all as being right

'and proper; and that is to throw

our efforts in one channel, to make

a subject of congratulation to me in | our influence felt as an enfire body
my feelings, that notwithstanding the | and not as I have remarked, to divide
many errors, notwithstanding the | ourselves and scatter our influence

many failures, notwithstanding the
lack of success in many directions,
the principle of co-operation, the
principle of uniting ourselves together
in the United Order has been reflec.
ted upon, has been cogitated and dis-
cussed in all the circles of this people
and at their firesides, until it may be
said an vnderstanding of it permeates
the entire mass of the people, as a
people; and there is scarcely an ar-
gument needed in talking about it
now to convinee those who are the
most stubborn and reluctant in giv-

you hear any opponent to the prin-
ciple express himself now-a-days, it
18 in this way: “It is an excellent
principle, if we could only carry it
out properly.” The principle is con-
ceded, its correctness is assented to;
it only remains now for us to carry it
out properly,inorder for us to gain the
confidence and the support of those
who are doubtful upon that point.
And I think this a great work ac-
complished. It seems to me that the
Latter-day Saints to.day are in this
position : Tell us what to do and how
todoit. You leading men, tell us
how we can operate, how we can
unite together. Devise the plan,

so that 1t will be unfelt.

I have endeavored to describe to
you the influence we wield because
of our union in spiritnal matters,
The same remark will apply exactly
to onr union in temporal matters.
Let this people be united in temporal
matters; let it be known that we
work together for one another’s good,
that we labor, as a people to benefit
the whole and not the individual, and
that our influence is in this direction ;
and I tell you that the same infla-

‘ence, the same power, that wield
ing adberence to the principle. When |

now as a spiritual organization will
be felt in our temporal affairs, in our
financial affairs, in all the affairs in
fact which attract our attention.

One great object we should aim to
reach, that we sbounld aim to accom-
plish, is to make ourselves indepen-
dent in regard to manufactures. We
have had, the last week, considerable
conversation with leading men from
various parts of this Territory con-
cerning this prineiple of co-operation.
Notwithstanding some differences of
opinion upon some points, upon this
one point that I have endeavored to
set before you in my last few senten-
ces, there has been an unanimity of
feeling and opinion, that is of the im-

suggest how it can be carried out | perative necessity of our being united
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in our business matters, in our finan-
cial matters and work to sustain each
other and build each other up. I am
persuaded that a great amount of
good will result from these inter-
views and from the measures that
will be adopted. I have felt that it
will be a most excellent thing for us
to have a permanent organization of
our best business men, and the most
practical men, from all parts of our
Territory, acting in the capacity of a
board ot trade, whose duty shall be
to look after our manufacturing, mer-
cantile and other interests; and should
there at any time be anything wrong
in our systems of doing business, ten-
ding in the least to prevent perfect
union, that the necessary measures
might be devised to remedy these
things and bring about a concert of
action upon all hands. Now yon
have heard it stated frequently that
those who are engaged in home manu-
factures do not receive the patronage
that they should do, that our home
manufactories were not treated pro-
perly, that those engaged in themdid
not receive the sympathy of business
men, and that the masses of the
people were not disposed to patronize
them. I think there is at the present
time but little cause for statements
of thia kind ; in fact I have not heard
of them of late. But if we bad such
an organization as this—and I under-
stand that Pres. Taylor is thinking
seriously of having it a permanent
organization—then if there were any-
thing of this character that needed
correction, if there was a struggling
institution that needed help, by mak-
ing a requisition fo this Board of
Trade, it perhaps could receive
the support 1t needed, and be
placed upon a firm footing in our
midst, and perhaps be able to sustain
itself and live.

. Already the stockholders of Z. C.
M. I. as it is called—Zions Co-oper-
ative Mercantile Institntion, met, and
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a report was made by the President
and Secretary of that Institution,
which I think was most gratifying to
all present upon that occasion.

have been familiar with the institu-
tion since its inception. I think I
can truly say that at no period since
its organization was it ever in so good
condition, having so few liabilities to
meet as it has to.day. It is in a
sounder, healthier and more prosper-
ous condition than it has ever been,
I allude to this because it 1s called
the Parent Institution. In Box Elder
County where Brother Snow presides,
he took the profits of their mercan-
tile business to start the branches of
manufacture that are now in success-
ful irunning order. Our institution
has done much in asimilar direction.
It has carried many a struggling
enterprise; it has been the beast of
burden for almost every institution
and every establishment and railroad
almost in the country. It has ac-
complished an immense amout of
good, far more than the mere paying
of dividends, although it has done
this to a surprising extent.  Those
who Invested their means seem to
have become the most discouraged.
Therefore, in alluding to it in this
manuer, it is in justice to it, and in

justice to those especially who have

all the time, over and again, kept
their shoulders to the Institution,
sustaining it and bearing it up to
the best of their ability. You all
know, who have attended conferences
in past times, how much Prest.
Young was interested in this matter;
not so much in the sale of merchan-
dise as in the principle of co-opera-
tion. And he and others have step-
ped forward repeatedly, and have sus-
tained it in the midst of the people,
when otherwise it would have gone
down. I allude to this because 1t
comes in the line of my remarks,
in the thread of my argonment, so
tospeak. To be successful we ought,



LABORS AND EXPERIANCE, ETC.

instead of dividing asunder and draw-
ing one from another, to cling closer
together ; it 1s of the utmost import-
ance that all our financial matters
should be conducted in a way to con-
tribute to the influence of the whole
people; it is of the utmost importance
that we should take steps to develop
in our midst something of a home
character. Steps have already been
taken, as some of you know, in the
establishment of a tannery, and in
connection with it ashoe manufactory
I was exceedingly gratified to learn
from the report that nearly $100,000
of home manufactured goods, besides
a large list of small articles, the value
of which was not estimated, had been
sold during the last half year by the
Co-operative Institution. I am in-
formed that this was the purchase
price, the price at which they were
sold would of course amount to still
more. This speaks well for home
manaufactures, sold by oneinstitution,

It is an easy thing to tear down;
any man no matter what his know-
ledge, no matter what his experience
can pull down; a fool could set fire to
a building ; a few foolscould set fire to
a city and consume the works of man
that had cost hundred of years of
labor, It requiresnowisdom fora man
to criticise the acts of another man.
It is even said that a fool can ask
questions that could not be answered
by the wisest men. Unwise people
can criticise plans and schemes the
creation of wise and experienced heads;
that i3 a comparatively easy matter
for persons to do. But it requires
great wisdom to organize ; it requires
great wisdom to create measures that
will bind a peopleof diversified inter-
ests together ; of varieties of views,
dissimilar habiis and to some extent
of training, and to bring them to-
gether, and bind them together, and
make one people of them, requires
the highest qualities of wisdom, and

it is this we are endeavoring to do.
Can it be found fault with? TUn-
doubtedly there are many things in
our organizations that are defective ;
but it is our duty, if there be faults,
to correct them, If there be wise
men among us let them come for-
ward ; let us see their wisdom, and
not retain it to benefit one, but let it
be used to benefit the whole. There
was not any more obligation upon
Prest. Young, when he was alive, or
upon the Prophet Joseph when he
lived, than there is upon us indivi-
dually ; that is looking at it in one
light. You and I all expect to share
if faithful, the same glory that they
will attain to. Every man and every
woman in this audience comprising
this body of Latter-day Saints, ex-
pect, if found faithfal, to share with
those who have gone before—the
righteous and holy, and become heirs
of God, and joint heir with Jesus
Christ ; that is, attain to the very
highest glory. If this be our aspira-
tion, our hope and anticipation, wa
should work for that, we should labor
forit. In the words of therevelation
I have read in your hearing, “ He is
a slothful servant that waits to be
commanded.” A man may do, and
he should do many things of his own
free will in the exercise of his agency.
And if there be wisdom in the breast
of any man that has not been brought
to light, let it come forth to the light
that we may have the benefit of it in
causing to be effected a more perfect
organization of this people. For 1 tell
you we have a perfect organization in
view, and nothing short of it will
satisfy us. The Twelve have all
had it at beart, and they are bound
by the covenants of the Holy Priest-
hood and by the responsibility which
rests upon them, and upon him, who
is the President of the Twelve and of
the Church. I say we are bound by
these covenants and these signs of re-
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sponsibility,and tolabor to-day, and la-
bor to-morrow, and labor continuously
until eternity shall dawn upon us for
the more perfect organization of this
people in their temporal affairs. And
as for division, we waflt it not ; dis-
union, we want it not, We do not
want to see the Elders of Israel fall
asunder, dividing this people and
leading them away from the union
that should characterize us. We say
that any man that does it is not of
God ; the man that does it is not in-
spired by the Spirit of God, and has
not the love and prosperity of this
work at heart.

We are struggling now, the ele-
ments are chaotic. In some respects
we are endeavoring togather together.
Dealing in merchandise is a small
matter, and yet it lies to a certain
extent at the foundation of our busi-
ness ; therefore we talk about it ; but
merchandizing is a small matter com-
pared with the work of organizing
the people to get them to manufac-
ture aud to furnish labor, that there
may be no idle among us, that every
boy and every girl, and every man
and every woman in this community
shall find employment; and that
measures may be devied to use their
labor and talent and ingenuity for
the welfare and prosperity of this
people for the elevation of the whole;
not for the elevation of a few indivi-
duals, but for the uplifting of the en-
tire community, and the whole human
race out of ignorance, out of vice and
from vicious habits, and everything
degrading, lift us up, until we shall
stand as man and woman could in the
divine presence, filled with that divi-
nity which we inherit from our Hea-
venly Father; and govern and control
theelements with which this earthis so
abundantly endowed, for our happiness,
for the happiness of our posterity, for
the happiness of the entire human
family as far as they reach—from
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the north to the south, from east to
west, until we shall comprehend the
whole family of God our Heavenly
Father, gradually diffusing the bles-
sings we enjoy in these valleys through
out the entire earth, until the whole
earth shall be benefitted and blessed
by our organization and by our ex-
1stence upon it.

These are some of the responsibi-
lities that devolve upon us as a people.
Shall I live for myself ? God forbid
that I should live to spend my time
and exercise the talent 1 may
possess for my personal benefit, or
for the benefit of my family alone,
Why? It is unworthy of any
man or any woman to live for
self aloxe; to pile up our benefits and
comforts for our own luxury and ag-
grandisement. God forbid that we
whom God has chosen, we whom he
has called and inspired by his Holy
Spirit, and blessed with the ever-
lasting Gospel, and upon whom' he
has placed his Holy Priesthood, and
called us to be saviors of men, 1 say
God forbid that we should do this,
that we should settle down and think
entirely of self and build up self, and
let our sphere of usefulness be limited
to our own family, extend not an inch
beyond our own honsehold and our
own family circlee. God did not
choose us for any such purpose, he
did not reveal himself to us for any
such object ; but he has chosen us to
be his missionaries in the earth, to
be the pioneers in laying the founda-
tion of that great work that shall
stand forever, that shall swallow
up all the works and powers
of man, all the organizationsof man,
shall swallow all up and comprehend
them all within itself. He hascalled
us to this high and holy calling ; and
it should be your aim and it ought to
be my aim to labor for the general
good. To starve ourselves? No.
Neglect ourselves? No. Let our
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families go uncared for? No. This
1s not necessary, that is the other ex-
treme. I have no right to have a
family and neglect them; but on the
other hand I am under obligation to
lookafter them, to treat them properly
and give them every advantage in my
power. When I became a father I
took upon myself that responsibility,
and it is a serious one, that is, I should
educate my children and train them
up in a proper manner, and see that
they do not go hungry or naked.
But I have another duaty, a duty that
reaches out beyond the family circle,
a duty I owe to my fellow creatures.
It is my duty to use my surplus
strength and surplus means for their
good, to endeavor to make them bet-
ter for my existence; becauvse 1 have
been born that the earth will be better
for it, that men and women will be
better because I have lived. And it
should be that the world will be bet-
ter, because this Chureh has been
organized, that the world will be bet-

ter for onr existence as an organiza- |
" of the people of God will be copied

tion. And it should be the aim of
‘every man in this Chuarch, of every
Bishop and every President of Stake
and every Counselor and officer of
whatever name or calling ; it should
be hisaim to labor for the salvation
of the people. And the Apostles
above all, it devolves upon us, it is
the covenant, as I have said, of the
the priesthood we have received ; and
1t rests upon us, and it requires us to
labor to combine and unite the inter-
ests of this people. And we beseech
you, in Christ’s stead, brethren and
sisters, be ye united, pat away bicker-
Ings, put away strifes, put away all
those causes of division whether they
are real or imaginary, and be united
as a people,and I tell youin the name
of Jesus, as one of his Apostles if
you do this, the heavens will be open
to you and the blessings of God will
descend npon yom, in your basket
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and in your store, in your fields and
in your flocks, and herds, in your
wives and children, in your husbands,
in your fathers and mothers, in your
brothers and sisters and all your or-
ganizations ; the blessings of God
will descend, like the dew distilled
from heaven, and rest upon you, and
all that bless you will imbibe and
cherish the same spirit. Now, these
things are pressing upon us. We
have everything against us, the whole
world it may be said, are ready to
pass jadgment upon us; but yet there
are many who oppose the work of
God who do so becaunse they have
not understood it, and such people,
many of them will yet be gathered
in and numbered among us. This
work is not for this little handful of
people, it is for ihe whole earth and
all the inhabitants thereof and the
day will come when the lessons
tanght by the Latter-day Saints will
be approved by those who are not
Latter-aay Saints.  When the good
government maintained in the midst

after, and we will be looked to as
exemplary.

I pray God to bless you, to pour
out his Spirit upon this Conference
and upon all who shall speak and all
who shall hear and all who are kept

'away from the Conference. that the

same spirit may run through every
heart; for I tell youn, my brethren
and sisters, it is in vain we labor, un-
less God 1s with us, in vain we as-
semble unless his Spirit is poured
upon the people to make them to com-
prehend and to soften their hearts.
It is a need greatly to be desired that
God’s Spirit will descend upon the
Liatter-day Saints. Oh, that it might
be poured out in power and break
and rend asunder the darkness that
beclouds our minds, that we may see
the things of God as they really are,
and sense fully the responsibilities we



88

are under as individuals before him.
And I believe that it will be poured
out more and more, and the blessings
that we have yearned for and which
we have prayed for and that we have
so much desired in our hearts, and
for which we have built Temples,
these blessings will descend upon us,
and the angels will be nearer to us,
and the heavens will be more open to
our cries and to our supplications to
bestow upon us the blessings there
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of. 'We approach nearer to heaven
correspondingly as we live the Gos-
pel revealed to us. It is a precious
Gospel, it i8 a Gospel in which there
is contained every requisite to make
men and women happy, and to pro-
duce a heaven upon earth ; and if we
will obey it and carry it out there
will be more blessings conferred upon
us. And that this may be the case,
is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEO. Q. CANNON,

DerivERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY,
SepTemMBer 15, 1878.

(Reported by Geo. F, Gibbs.)

CONSISTENCY IMPERATIVE—THE GOSPEL IN CONFLICT WITH MANS FALLEN

CONDITION—SBHOVLO LOVE OUR ENEMIKES— THE

“ GOLDEN RULE —NEK-

CESSMITY OF THE HOLY GHOST—EVERY TREK EKNOWN BY IT8 FRUITS.

The speaker commenced by read-
ing the 7th chapter of St. Matthew,
commencing at the Tth verse; there
are many 1mportant principles em-
bodied in these few verses which I have
read in your hearing, and they are
especially applicable to »s as Latter-
day Saints, a people professing to be
the disciples of the Liord Jesus Christ.
We claim the boliest of names, and
certninly with such professions as we
make, there should be holiness of life
corresponding to those professions. If
we are called the disciples of Jesus,
the followers of the Son of God, and
have any claim to that nawe or title,
we should exemplify in our lives the
principles which he taught; if we

do not, then our claim to his name is
baseless and may be treated with
contempt.

The Lord Jesus has caused fo be
left on record certain principles, cer-
tain doctrines, a plan which has been
properly called the plan of salvation;
and He required in ancient days.
when upon the earth clothed in mor-
tality, that those who professed his
name and to be his followers, should
believe in and practise those princip-
les and doctrines.  If they did not,
they ceased to be his followers and
they soon left him. His doetrines
came in contact with many things
that were popular in the day and age
in which he lived ; his teachings



