INFLUENCE OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC.

ness of keeping the commandments
of God. And if we, Latter-day
Samnts, will live near unto him, he
will be near unto us. And instead
of having to call in physicians to mi-
nister to the members of our fami-
lies when sickness makes its appear-
ance, the power of God will be upon
us in such rich abundance as to en-
able us to rebuke it from our dwel-
lings, and to invoke the blessings of
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health to attend us and ours, which
was the case years ago in the prime-
val days of the Church. If we
have lost any of these blessings it is -
not through any fault in the Lord,
or that there is less power and effi-
cacy in the priesthood we bear, but
rather in our own lack of faith in the
promises made to the faithful,
Amen.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE Q. CANNON,

DELIVERED AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, On SUNDAY AFTERNOON,
APRIL 6, 1879,

(Reported by Geo. F. Gibbs.)

INFLUENCE OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS——THEIR MISSION—THE MARRI-
AGE RELATION—CAPITAL AND LABOR—RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

In some respects I would prefer
to sit and listen to my brethren
speak, and to partake in quietude of
the spirit of this Conference, than I
would to speak myself.  DBut there
1s a duty devolving upon me I pre-
sume, the same as upon my brethren
and I desire to the best of my abili-
ty to discharge that duty. The
sight of so many people, the singing,
the speaking of our brethren this
morning and the spirit that 1 felt
when I entered this building to-day
almost overpowered me. ere 1s
an influence, there is a power, there

1s a spirit connected with the as-
sembling together of a large body of
people, such as we witness to-day,
that must affect those who are sen-
sitive to impressions, and especially
when one has been absent among
strangers, to feel that he is home
among his friends, among a people
who are his brethren and sisters,
whose faith is his faith, and who
are laboring and struggling to ac-
complish the same objects that he
himself has in his heart. I rejoice
exceedingly, my brethrenand sisters,
this day in your midst, and I am
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thankful for the delightful circum-
-stances by which you are surround-
ed. I am thankful that the pros-
pects before you are so promising,
-so full of hope and so delightful to
-contemplate. It istrue we have had
sickness, we have had many deaths,
this has been a cause of regret. But
.death is unavoidable, and with it all
we are in much better circumstances
and more favorably situated than
the generality of the children of
men. The Latter-day Saints are
rapidly becoming a great and im-
portant people. The influence that
attends us is being more widely
felt ; our power for good is increas-
ing, our strength, our union and the
other qualities that we possess, and
which we have manifested through
our career, are being more recogniz-
ed every day. It has always been a
favorite idea of mine, that no single
human being who chooses to exert
an influence for good among his
fellow men, ever spoke or ever acted
in vain—without making his influ-
ence, his example, his words, have
an effect upon those with whom he
has been brought in contact. If
this be true concerning an indivi-
dual, how much more truth is there
in it when applied to an assemblage
of individuals, and to a community,
to hundreldﬂ of communities, to a

eat people stretching through these
EnunE:inI; and ﬁlﬁng theseg?al]iesﬂ
We have not lived in vain. We
have not sought to exhibit lives of
temperance, of industry, of frugali-
ty, of self-denial, lives of righteous-
ness with the fear of God before
our eyes, nor have we lived these
lives during the last 49 years, with-
out the effect being felt, not only
upon those by whom we are sur-
rounded, but by the world at large.
‘There is something connected with
the example of such a people that
‘elevates men and women from the
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slime, from the mire, and from the
abject ruin into which, in too many
instances, they are plunged, to con-
template humanity in its better as-
pects, humanity in its noble appear-
ances, with its Godlike attributes,
with its powers for good, its capa-
bility of accomplishing great results.
There is something in the very fact
of a people believing in God in these
days of atheism and utter infidelity
that brings men to serious contem-
plation. They say very frequently
that it is fanaticism, but there 1s
something about fanaticism that is
healthly, refreshing, invigorating in
its example, for no man ever accom-
plished anything on this earth, with-
out exposing himself by his
actions, his earnestness and enthu-
siasm and zeal, to the charge of
fanaticism. I am willing we should
be called fanatics. I have a right
to be a fanatic if I wish to be, as
long as my fanaticism does not
interfere with the rights of my
fellow man. That is a barrier be-
yond which my fanaticism should
not be allowed to go.

It is refreshing to see a people
who not only believe 1n God, but
who are willing to show their belief
by suffering for his cause—to leave
their friends, to leave their homes,
to suffer exile, persecution, priva-
tions, hardships, and even death for
the sake of God, for the sake of
religion, for the sake of principle.
What would life be if it were not
for such people and for such charac-
ters? Why, their peculiar lives
illume the sombre darkness of ages ;
they are bright spots in history.
When we look back and recall the
men who have suffered and died for
principle, even if they died wrong-
fully, we find something about their
heroic lives that i1s glorious to con-
template. And when a whole peo-
ple can be found, such as are in
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these mountains, who are capable of
making the sacrifices which they
have made, there is something, as I
have said, in their example and in
their lives that influences men, that
impresses them, and that causes
them, whatever their feelings may
be respecting the belief of these
people, to fej a profound and heart-
felt respect for them ; for no man
or woman properly constituted ever
falled to respect devotion to princi-
ple, moral cou and the qualities
that are exhibited in the lives of
the Saints; I therefore say, we have
not lived in vain; we have not
preached in vain ; we have not suf-
fered in vain ; we have not protest-
ed in vain. The fruits of these la-
bors of ours which apparently have
been so long in coming, will be
reaped 1n the great harvest yet to be
reaped upon the earth.

I feel to speak these words of en-
couragement te my brethren and
sisters, many of whom feel probably
that their obscure lives and strug-
gles, their contest with poverty,
their humble and eventful histories
are sometimes of so little value that
they are comparatively worthless in
the earth. I say to the humble
struggler, to the man or woman who
may be content with poverty, whose
life may be uneventful in his own
estimation, who may be hidden
from the popular sight and may not
figure on the world’s stage, I say to
every such person, as a Latter-day
Saint, You have a great and import-
ant mission to perform, and if you
perform the duties devolving upon
you properly, your influence will be
felt ; and in the days to come, in
that great day of God Almighty,
your worth will be fully recognized,
and you will shine as a jewel in the
kingdom of our Redeemer.

There is one thing that every
parent can do. He can endeavor to
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make his sons and daughters better
qualified, better equipped for the
great struggle cf life and better able
to perform their part in this glori-
ous work that God has established,
than himself ; that is one thing the
parents of the rising generation of
these mountains can do. I have
never felt as I do to-day, and as I
have recently, of the great import-
ance of our training and educating
our children to the greatest and best
advantage, that nothing shall be
left undone on our part to prepare
them for the great work which they
have to perform. This is a labor
that we can accomplish. It does
not depend so much upon the know-
ledge of books ; agreat many people
imagine that only books are neces-
sary for education ; but the man is
best educated, in my opinion, who
has thought the most, and that cor-
rectly. So far as theology is con-
cerned, we have been able, by the
blessing of God, the light of the
Holy Ghost, and the power of truth,
to go forth unlearned, illiterate, and
unprepared, so far as worldly educa-
tion is concerned, and by virtue of
the knowledge that comes down
from above, the elders of this Church
have gone forth and met the world
of Christendom. I do not speak in
vanity, nor in the spirit of boasting
when I say they have never been
vanquished. The learned, the edu-
cated, the professed theologians
when they have met the elders of
this Church with the Bible in their
hands, have been compelled to re-
treat before the power of truth pro-
claimed by uneducated but inspired
men. Is our mission accomplished
by having done this? I feel that
we as a people are only on the
threshold of the great work that lies
before us. We have an immense
field of labor stretched out before
us. When you look ahead and try
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to see its limits, the field of useful-
ness, which stretches out before this
people called Latter-day Saints, is
beyond the reach of human vision ;
it is illimitable, stretching out in the
far distant fnture. Is there a wrong
upon the earth to be righted ! If so,
it is our bounden duty to attempt
its correction. Isthere a false prin-
ciple extant? It is our bounden
duty to seek its eradication. Is there
tyranny in the world, tyranny of
the body, tyranny of the mind, phy-
sical or mental tyranny ? It devol-
ves upon us as Latter-day Saints to
overthrow it. Are there social
problems to be solved ? Who shall
solve them? Who can doso? Re-
move the Latter-day Saints from the
field, and who can solve these prob-
lems which are pressing themselves
upon the attention of all thinking
peoplet The whole earth is full of
violence, wrong, oppression, mis-
government, and a thousand other
evils which I cannot now enumerate,
It devolves upon us, as fast as we
can reach these things, to correct
them, to remove them. In the first
place we have got to correct and re-
move them from our own midst. It
is a slow labor to train a people,
brought as we are from every nation,
educated in every creed, speaking
almost every language and heirs of
every tradition.  There is, false or
true, wedded to us old customs and
the evils of ages, which have been
transmitted from generation to gen-
eration until they have formed a
strong part of our very being, Itis
a slow work, I say, educating a people
such as we are.  'We have been at
1t now 49 years, and we can scarcely
perceive, thatis, in comparison with
that which lies before us, the growth
and the development which have
been made. ~ But we have grown,
our minds have been enlarged, we
have become emancipated from many
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old follies, and freedom of thought
has taken place in our midst ; but
the great labor that devolves upon
us is to educate ourselves, and then
we can soon educate the rest of
mankind, for as I have said, our
example 1s felt ; the influence of it
goes forth and bears its fruit among
other people. But it is a most diffi-
cult thing to get these Latter-day
Saints to understand the principles
that are as plain as the noonday sun
—that they should receive readily,
and why? Because, as I have said,
they are heirs of the traditions of
centuries that have come down
through the dark ages. It is a won-
derful thing to do what we have
have done respecting woman. Look
at what monogamy has done. Look
at its effects ; trace its influence
from the death of the Apostles, or
soon afterwards, down to this the
nineteenth century, and what do
we behold? Why, in every genera-
tion a large percentage of our sisters
has been consigned either to that
namelesss condition of which it i1s a
shame to speak, or have died with-
out ever knowing the joys of mater-
nity.  When I think of it, when I
read the history of the boasted civi-
lization of the Greeks and the
Romans, and think of the boasted
civilization of eur day, inherited
from these nations, aud witness its
effects, I wonder how man, standing
up in the face of heaven, dare look
at woman and talk about being her
protector. Read the history of the
sex and of the frightful evils which
have beeun brought upon our sisters
through man’s aceursed traditions
and evils.  If it were to be told to
another people differently situated
to us, with different traditions to us,
they could not believe that intelli-
gent man would entertain for one
moment, or that women themselves,
in view of what their sex has
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suffered, would cherish and ¢ling to
the wretched traditions that have
prevailed in Christendom and to a
certain extent yet prevail in our
midst.

I know I am touching now upon
what many people consider a tender
spot. NSay they, *The decision of
the Supreme Court has arranged all
this.”  Yes, but it will not stay ar-
ranged. Let me tell you, that
wrong may prevail and right may
apparently be erushed ; but right
must at last prevail and claim its
own in spite of laws, of decisions, of
mandates, and everything that man
can utter.
respecting law; 1 am not talking
respecting tradition ; I am not talk-
mg about “Mermon” plural marri-
age or patriarchal marriage; I am
talking about men and women,
brethren and sisters as such. Come
let us reason together ; let us talk
together, not as religionists, not as
“Mormons,” not as monogamists, |
not as polygamists, not as citizens
of Christendom, but as men and
women, the children of God, as
brethren and sisters of the one

family. Let us talk together face to

I am talking now not

face, in plainness, in simplicity,
without allowing tradition to have |
weight with us, to blind our under-
stancdings, It is in this spirit that
I wish to talk upon this subject.
Here is a family, a family com-
posed of men and women, and we
will say this tabernacle contains
this entire family of God upon the
earth, for the sake of illustrating
the point. Here are men and women
in equal numbers and equal propor-
tious, one sex not outnumbering the
other—a man for a woman and a
woman for a man, no surplus of
women, no surplus of men If they
were to marry, each would have a
partner, each man would have a

wife and each woman would have a
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husband ; each would be perfect, for
the man is not perfect without the
woman, nor the woman without the
man. We turn in and make a law,
such as prevailed at one time in
Rome that every man shall marry a
wife. Such a law was made at
Rome at one time ; it was aimed at
celibacy. It was aimed at a certain
class as the law of 1862 was aimed
at us. One was enacted to prevent,
marriage, the other to compel marri-
age, that no class of men should
grow up in the community without

‘wives, and that no woman should

be allowed to forsake man and be-
come a nun.  We have such a law,
say in this tabernacle. That answers
very well. Every woman is provided
with a husband, and every man with
a wife. But after a while somebody
comes along and says, “I do not
like this law, it is oppressive ; I
know, for instance, where it works
very badly; I know men who do not
want to have wives.”  They prefer
a single hife, and they succeed after
a while in repealing the law, as they
did in Rome.  The law is repealed
and men are at liberty to marry or
not as they please.  On the top of
this another law is enacted, in effect
that every man shall have but one
wife, and shall not be permitted to
take two or more wives. The
women, of course, have to do just as
the men say, they canunot compel the
men to marry them, but must wait
until they are invited to marry.
This law suits a great many indivi-
duals. Many men say, “I prefer
not to have a wife and especially if
you will only make a law confining
the men to marry but one wife each.
I like that very well. because I will
not then be under the necessity of
keeping a wife. If I want a partner,
an associate, I can have one without
being at the trouble or expense of
keeping her as such. Because if
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you confine marriage to one man
and one woman there will necessarily
be a share of the women who cannot
be married ; that is, if the sexes are
equal in numbers.  Then I can do
as I please. I know the confiding
nature of woman ; I know how she
loves, how she clings to the object
of her love.  This will be my op-
portunity.” But what shall be said
respecting the women. The men
so far as they are concerned,
have the right to marry or not
as they please. But here is a large

percentage of the women who by |

this law are to a certain extent de-
prived from marrying, even suppos-
g the sexes to be equal. A civil
commotion arises.  Men go to war,
they go to sea, they engage in com-
mercial pursuits, they leave their
homes, they epgage in hazardous
occupations. The result is that
though in the beginning the men
and women were equal in numbers,
by the effects of war, and of engag-
ing 1n hazardous pursuits which
women do not follow, the men die
and are killed, and the women
survive and outnumber the males.
The operation of a law then, such
as I have described, increases the
hardship, increases the percentage
of those who are net married and
who have no opportunity of marry-
ing. Here comes along a man after
witnessing the evils that have grown
up among his brothers and sisters,
and says, “I have a plan to suggest
which I believe will cure the evils
that exist among us. I see that a
dreadful viece called prostitution has
crept nto our midst, and arising
from it are dreadful diseases, diseases
that I cannot describe, so appalling
are they that the very thought of
them makes the heart recoil with
horror ; they have appeared in our
family circle and they are destroying
our young men and women.  And
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now then, the plan that I have to
propose to our family is this, that
every man shall marry until all the
women are married, until every
woman that wants a husband shall
have one, so that the men who will
not marry shall not have a class of
unmarried women, to prey upon, to
commit violence with, or to prosti-
tute. “Now,” says he, “if you let
all these men and women marry,
there will be some women who will
not want to marry, but that propor-
tion will be very small ; and by this
means you will arrest this dreadful
evil that is growing in our midst.”

Now let me put this to you ; let
us reason upon this, face to face, as
I have said. Which will be the
better plan?  According to my
Judgment, speaking as one of this
family, not as a member of Congress,
not as a *“ Mormon,” but as one of
the family I have described.  The
latter law is far superior to the other.,
I would say, as a father, if I had a
family of that kind, by all means let
my daughters marry, let every
woman have a husband that wants
one. Then if every man marries a
wife, they will only have a wife
apiece ; but if there should be any
of the boys that do not want wives,
the girls would not necessarily go
without hushands.

I consider our false tradition upon
this subject one of the greatest evils
at the present time that exists upon
the earth. It has come down to
us from the Greeks and Romans,
than whom a more abominable lot
of people never lived upon the earth.
To read their books 1s enough to
make a man with the least feeling of
modesty blush and be ashamed of
hisrace. ~ Yet they are introduced
into our literature. Whoever reads
Horace, Sallust, and numbers of those
authors, well knows how full of cor-
ruption they are. Not only crimes,



INFLUENCE OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC.

but crimes t nature were
justified by some of the best and
most noted of Greek philosophers,
and were practised by Sophocles,
Socrates, and others; and yet this
is the philosophy that has come
down to us. They had a class of
women in their midst who were re-
gularly compensated and sustained
as courtesans; they were mamtained
in order that the purity of the dome-
stic circle might be unpolluted. And
this has come down to us in Christen-
dom, in Europe and America to the
present time. The fairest of Earth's
daughters fall yearly sacrifices to the
abominable lusts of men. How is
the domestie ecircle preserved in mo-
nogamous countries to-day? It 1s
only preserved at the expense of this
class to which I have referred, by
these priestesses of humanity, blasted
for the sinsof the people, living short
lives and ﬂa.rrymnr with them the
effects of man’s abominable lust.
Now I do not want to talk to-day
about law ; I do not want to talk
to-day about its effects 1n relation
to t-hlE siubject—the subject of “Mor-
mon " patriarchal marriage ; 1 do
not want to talk about the law of
1862, nor the decision of the Su-
preme Court of the United States
affecting 1t ; bnt I want to deal with
the facts that stare us in the face.
Shall we correct these evils? <0,
says one, “they always existed.”
Out upon such doctrine ; we do not
believe it. I cannet believe that the
Great Creator, he who formed the
universe, who placed the sun in the
centre of our solar system and caused
those planets to revolve around it ;
that that being who created these
things, and produced order out of
chaos who said, ¢ Let there be light
and there was light;” who called
forth out of chaos the elements
from which our earth is formed
and created 1t as a glorious
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habitation for man; that He pos-
sessing, as we knew he does, in-
finite wisdom, has placed men and
women, his sons and daughters,
upon the earth in the midst of evils

| such as I have briefly alluded to,

and provided no remedy therefore.

' I could no more believe it than I

could believe this light to be dark-
ness. But I do believe that in
the bosom of the Father there is
wisdom to create all, to carry out
all, and to make this earth a
heaven, where peace, love, joy
and happiness shall prevail, and
where there shall be no sin, no
sorrow, no heartrending or pain,
where man and woman will dwell
together in perfect peace, love and
harmony, and children grow up in
purity with every heavenly sur-
rounding.

I have said, probably, enough on
this subject. I merely wish to
point out and to show that cer-
tain evils exist and that they need
correction. How shall they be cor-
rected?  Who shall point out the
remedy ! I believe God has done
it, and he will continue to do it;
he will bring to pass in his own
way and in his own due time all
the corrections necessary to change
all this. This subject of itself,
affecting as it does the happiness
welfare and prosperity of the human
family, is one of almost overshadow-
ing 1mportance. But there are
other evils under which mankind
groan. There are evils in regard to
wealth and the management of
property, the organization of capital
and the organization of labor, the
relations, that labor shall bear to
capital, and capital to labor. There
are questions of this kind that press
themselves upon the attention of
statesmen, and upon the attention
of every man of thought and reflec-
tion, and he sees there is room for
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the exercise of the most profound
wisdom, and the greatest talent in
order that these things may be cor-
rected. 1t devolves upon us, Latter-
day Saints, to help to accomplish
this work. It devolves upon us,
and will devolve upon us more par-
ticularly in the near future, to
maintain upon this continent and
through this broad land pure repub-
lican institutions, constitutional li-
berty in 1ts broadest sense. For the
day i1s not far distant when the
power such as is growing up in the
mountains will be needed. Conflict
of parties, an increase of party feel-
ing, an increased disposition to take
possession of power by any means,
no matter what it might be, are be-
coming general in the United States.
This 1s so self evident that no man,
unless completely wedded to the
idea that this nation will exist in
perpetuity, can fail to see for himself
that there is a crisis approaching in
the affairs of our nation.  Already
the feeling prevails that in order to
accomplish ecertain things fraud is
justifiable. Money is used to an ex-
tent in the accomplishing of certain
results in government affairs, and in
Eolitics that you, as a people who

1ve in these mountains, havescarcely
any conception of. And this is
increasing.  What the end will be
1s not difficult to foretell. ~ Repub-
licanism ceases to be republicanism
whenever fraud enters into the deci-
sion of questions and the will of the
people cannot be properly ascer-
tained.

So far as religious liberty is con-
cerned we have fought that battle
thus far with tolerable success ; but
we have yet to contend still more
for greater liberty, not for ourselves
alone, but for every human being
that dwells upon this land, from the
east to the west and from the north

to the south.  The principle must
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be maintained, the principle, that
actuated the founders of our govern-
ment, when they laid the foundation
stone thereof, that in matters of re-
ligious concernment no man has a
right to step between his fellow-
man and his God. I may worship
idols ; I may burn ineense to idols ;
I may worship the sun and pay
acoration to him, the great luminary
of day; I may do other things which
may seem equally improper, but have
[ not the right to do these things
under our constitution? Was it not
the intention of the framers of our
form of government that every man
should have thisright?  Certainly
it was ; and it can be clearly proved
that this was their intention, that
this was the spirit that actuated and
prompted them.

In Salt Lake City, if the * Mor-
mons =~ had supreme control—I say
“ Mormons,” I ought to say Latter-
day Saints—if they had supreme
control from our northern boundary
in Idaho, to the southern boundary,
Arizona, and from our eastern
boundary, Colorado, to our western
boundary, Nevada;if wehadsnpreme
control and undisputed possession of
this land, without the right of do-
minion over us being questioned, we
would have no authority under the
constitution under which we live to
say to any human being within these
confines how he should worship,
what he should or should not do in
order to please the Creator. If the
Chinaman should come here and
build a Joss house and burn incense
to Joss, if he prostrate himself in
adoration before the lmages that he
thinks represents his deity, we have
no right in the world to mterfere
with him. If an Ingersoll should
come here and say that he did not
believe in any God at all, and he
could carry his feelings into practice,
we would have no right to interfere
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with him. Under the circumstances
I have described, he would have a
perfect right to believe in God or
not. We would have no right to
interfere with a man who, believ
ing his priest has power to remit
his sins, would enter the confess-
ional chamber for the purpose of
having them forgiven ; or with the
Episcopalian who may choose to
sprinkle his infant, or the Jew
because he believed in circumecising
his infant child, or with the Baptist
because he believed in baptism by
immersion.  But supposing that a
man should come along that believes
it his right and in accordance with
his religious convictions to marry
more than one wife, and he takes
care of his wives and provides for
them properly according to his re-
ligion, believing that in the eternity
to come he will dwell with them.
Some of us may think that his
1deas of heaven are very materialis-
tic; we may think him a very foolish
man for having such a belief, and
especially for going to the expense
of keeping three or four wives; these
may he the popular ideasabout him,
but if he carries out his belief from
a religious standpoint, he has a per-
fect right to do it in the face of
God and evennnder the constitution
of ourland. The Parsee and fire-
worshipper and men of kindred be-
lief may yet come to this land of
liberty ; and I tell you if the spirit
of the Constitution be maintained,
as the Latter-day Saints will yet
maintain it, they will have a perfect
right to worship their God according
to the dictates of their own con-
sciences without any to molest or
make afraid. The only time that
these men can be interfered with
will be when their religious acts
interfere with the rights and liber-
ties of their fellowmen. Hear it, ye
Latter-day Saints! When John
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Chinaman comes in your midst,
teach your children to respect him.
When any other man of any other
creed, race or color takes his abode
among you, teach your children to.
respect his form of worship. And
if they go to the chnrch of the Ca-
tholics or that of thePresbyterians or
of any other sect, teach them to be-
have themselves and treat everybody
with eivility and kindness, and that
it 1s none of their business how
these sects worship, teach that they
violate good order and good law
when they in any way make light
of religious exercises. I would whip
a boy for it quicker than for any-
thing else.  That is the freedom I
believe in ; that is the freedom I
mean to teach to my children and to
all men so far as my voice and in-
fluence extend ; that is the freedom
[ mean to contend for and, as I have
said hundreds of times to leading
men of this nation, I will, if neces-
sary, take my sons and make them
swear that they will stand by and
maintain this liberty as long as they
live and contend for it and teach
their children after them to contend
for it also. I believe in the fullest
liberty upon these points. We have
been accused of exclusiveness. Our
hearts have many times warmed to-
wards “ Gentiles,” as they are called.
We have extended the arms of kind-
ness thousand and thousands of
times to them, as our history has
proved. We have been full of
that disposition. But how have
our advances heen met? Let those
in this tabernacle and those who are
familiar with such matters read the
newspapers. I have had people
visit me at my house where every
attention and courtesy would be
shown them, and they would leave
and perhaps through reading news-
per articles consisting of abomi-

nable lies, would go away and betray
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those who had received and treated
them kindly and hospitably and so
often has this been the case that I
have almost sworn I will never do
it again. It is not because we have
unkind feelings. The time will
come when we will have power ; at
present we are in the minority, and
it pays for scribblers to write about
us and hold us up to ridicule. But
suppose the Latter-day Saints had
control ; suppose their ideas were
fulfilled, that 1s, that we, as it is de-
stined we shall be, were the people
who uphold Constitutional govern-
ment upon this continent, who re-
stored the government to its primi-
tive condition when all the political
parties shall have fallen into chaos ;
would we feel at liberty to say that
none but the Latter-day Saints
should be elected to offices of trust
and responsibility ? No. Joseph
Smith set the pattern; he taught
the brethren who were with him
better ideas; you well-informed
Latter-day Saints know that there
are two powers which God has re-
stored in these the last days. One
is the Church of God, the other the
Kingdom of God. A man may be-
long to the Kingdom of God and
yet not be a member of the Church
of God. In the Kingdom of Gad,
using it in a political sense, there
may be heathens and Pagans and
Mahommedans and Latter-day Saints
and Presbyterians and Episcopahans

and Catholics and men of every

day Saints alone?
that they enact
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of all the races of men and of every
creed and nationality. = When he
establishes his kingdom it will pro-
tect all in their equal rights; I as
a Latter-day Saint, will not have
power to trample on my fellow-man
who may not be orthodoxin my opini-
on, because I am a Latter-day Saint;
nor will my fellow-man to whom I
am heterodox, have the power to
trample upon me. Does not that
look right? That is the kind of
kingdom we have to contend for;
that 1s the kind of kingdom we
have to establish, and it isalready
provided for in the Constitution
given unto us by God, and through
the glorious labors of the fathers
who laid the foundation of this gov-
ernment, who were inspired and
raised by our Almighty Father for
this express p . There is no
liberty that a human being can de-
sire, neither is there a right that
can be exercised properly, that we
do not have under the Constitution
of our land. It needs no amend-
ment about it; it is broad enough, if
interpreted in its true spirit, to cover
the individual, the continent, and
the entire globe and furnish freedom
for all.

Now, Latter-day Saints, if you
have had narrow views I will tell
you to put them aside. 1 do not
mean by this you must take every-
body into your houses. There is the
difference. 1 have seen President

Young scores of times acting upon
«creed. Will they legislate for the |
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- |

the spirit to which I have alluded.
He has invited strangers to our so-

Will the laws | cial parties and houses and extended
protect us alone  courtesies to them because it was

:and not protect others? No. Why? | wisdom to do so. But a great many

Because (God 1s the Father of the
Latter-day Saints as well as of every
human being ; God is the father of
all, is the father of the Chinaman,
the Hindoo, the African, the Euro-
pean, the American ; is the Father

of the Latter-day Saints are so 1g-
norant upon these points that they
do not know when to stop. There
are some so ignorant that they would
in the spirit of kindness let a man
come into their homes and become
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~ so familiar that he would try to lead | of attempting to push myself among
astray some member of their family. | the people without proper introduc-

Can you not see that these are acts
of folly, that we are not required,
because of the liberality we should
cherish and cultivate, to throw
down every barrier and allow vice
to stalk through our cities and enter
into our family circles to pollute the
purity that should prevail there.
‘Can you not see, Latter-day Saints,
however young, however uninformed
you may be, can you not see that
to allow this liberty would be wrong?
Therefore we ought to diseriminate.
Nowhere in good society has a man
the entree without proper introduc-
tion. If a stranger were to come to
me bearing lines of introduction
from a friend of mine, I would, if
necessary, go with him to the bank
and endorse a note for him, because
I would be perfectly secure in doing
so. But supposing a stranger were
to come to me for the same favor,
without an introduction, I would
not be under the slightest obligation
to do as he wished, though I might
do so as an act of charity, but of
course under such circumstances
I should not be expected to do more
than this. And if I were to go
among strangers I would not think

tion. I have gone in their midst
many times, but have never been a
sharer of their kindness and confi-
dence only as such confidence was
established by acquaintance. So in
our midst; a man can come properly
recommended, he is at home. He
can have time enough to establish
his name and to show to the people
what kind of man heis. Then he
will be received as he should be,
having that respect shown to him
that is due.

I have talked*a great deal more
than I intended. I hope what I
have said may be blessed to your
profit.  If I have said any unwise
thing, forget it. If I have said any
improper thing, I hope it will pass
from your minds, and that which 1s
good, eling to you.  Cleave to vir-
tue, to purity, to everything that 1s
good, that will elevate you and
make you a better people. ~ Above
all let me say to yon, let us get rid
of old traditions as fast as we can,
and learn from the Lord, and be
taught by his holy spirit.  That
Gug may grant this is my prayer, in
the name of Jesus. Amen.




