
TWO DAYS' MEETINGS
IN THE

SALT LAKE ASSEMBLY HALL.

IN accordance with previous announcements, meetings were held in the

Assembly Hall on Sunday and Monday, April 4th and 5th, preparatory to

the General Conference to be convened in the Large Tabernacle. At an early

hour the Saints began to assemble, and by 10 o'clock a. m., the time for open-

ing the services, the new and elegant building was filled, and soon after was

crowded in every part.

The congregation was called to order by President John Taylor, and

after singing by the Tabernacle choir, prayer was offered by Elder Moses

Thatcher.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOE.
I am happy to have the privilege of meeting with the Saints in this new

hall. It is not quite finished, but yet it is so far comfortable that we can have

an opportunity of meeting and conferring together. When the building is fully

completed—the organ and everything in its proper place—we shall then have

it dedicated, as is our custom, to the Lord our God, for the purpose of meet-

ing here and attending to whatever may be required.

As the 6th of April falls on next Tuesday, we thought it better to have a

two days' meeting before hand, that we might have an opportmnity of listening

to the principles that will be presented by our brethren, the Twelve and others,

and we are in hopes that on the 6th day of April we shall be able to meet in

the large Tabernacle, which will accommodate all who may desire to attend.

And while we are assembled together in the capacity 01 a Conference, it

is proper that our hearts and feelings and affections should be turned to God,

that we may reflect upon his kindness, his mercy and salvation extended to us

as a people; that we may also reflect upon our weaknesses, our infirmities,

our follies and our foibles, and be enabled to lay them aside, feeling that we
are the Saints of God, with responsibilities to attend to; and that it is our

duty and our delight to listen to and be governed by those great principles

which God has revealed for the salvation of the human family.



6 TWO days' meetings.

On the 6th day of April the church will have been organized fifty years,

and we might with very good propriety call it a year of jubilee, or rather the

close of the year of jubilee. And while we are assembled together, either in

our meeting prior to the Conference or afterwards in the Conference, it be-

comes us, when we reflect upon the kindness and mercy which God has vouch-

safed to us during the last fifty years, to renew our covenants before him, and

feel in our hearts that we are his people and that he is our God. His mercy

and salvation will still be extended to us, if we will only obey his laws, keep

his commandments, and pursue that course that is proper and acceptable in

his sight.

I do not wish to make many remarks this morning. I thought I would just

rise and introduce some of those principles that naturally tend to bring our

minds to reflection.

On the fiftieth year, in former times, among the ancients, they had what

was termed a year of jubilee. Slaves were liberated. People who were in

debt were forgiven their indebtedness—that is, the poor, the needy and the dis-

tressed. And we are reflecting upon some things pertaining to that matter,

which will be presented in due form ; and we wish to start, as it were, and feel

to determine in our hearts that the Lord is our God, the Lord is our Judge, the

Lord is our Law-giver, and he shall rule over us ; and we will try and be his

people and observe his laws. And I would ask my brethren and sisters to give

us an interest in their faith and prayers, that we shall be enabled to advance

such principles as will be calculated to enlighten, to quicken, to refresh and to

strengthen us, that we may pursue in after years, with more vigor and deter-

mination, that path which God has revealed unto us. Amen.

ELDER WILFOED WOODRUFF.

President, brethren and sisters: God bless you, (Amen), and may the

peace of God abide with you, and the Spirit of God within these walls,

and may it rest upon the Apostles, Elders and Saints while we assemble

together to worship God. I feel in my heart to praise the Lord for his mer-

cies and blessings over the Apostles and Elders and Saints and church and

kingdom of God to the present hour. I see before me here the symbols of

the history of this church and kingdom, and some of us have been pre-

served by the hand of God to pass through its travels, its progress and its

history almost from the beginning until the present day; and while I listened

to the remarks of Brother Taylor, I reflected in my own mind upon the day
and age and time of our history. Fifty years have passed and gone, or

nearly so, since the organization of this church and kingdom on the earth.

Whatever the feelings of the world may be with regard to the Latter-day

Saints, with regard to their lives, their history, their organization, their per-

secutions, and their drivings until the present day, whether they believe or

disbelieve, it matters not to the purposes of God, who stands at the head,

even our Heavenly Father. This is the church and kingdom of God; it is

the church of Christ; it is the organization of the kingdom of God, that has

been spoken of by all the prophets since the world began; it is the Zion of

God that Isaiah and Jeremiah and many of the other prophets saw by vision

and revelation in their day and generation. In my own mind I cannot conceive


