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Statistical Report of the Deseret Sunday School Union, for the year ending

December 31 st, iS7g:

No. of Stakes from which reports have been received, 21 ; No. of Sunday-

Schools reported, 256; No. of officers and teachers, 4,998; Average attend-

ance of officers and teachers, 3,405; No. of pupils, 30,768; Average attend-

ance of pupils, 21,922; Total number of officers, teachers and pupils, 35,759;
No. of Theological Classes, 133; No. of Bible and Testament Classes, 991;
No. of Book of Mormon Classes, 361 ; No. of Doctrine and Covenant Classes,

159; No. of Juvenile Instructor Classes, 203; No. of Jaques' Catechism
Classes, 187; No. of Miscellaneous Classes, 1,316; Total number of Classes,

3,350; No. of Books in Sunday School Libraries, 17,908; Amount of funds

on hand, end of previous year, $962.84; Amount of funds collected in 1879,

$5,742.75; Amount of funds disbursed in 1879, ^5>5 I 3-93? Amount of funds

in treasury, end of year, $1,198.26; No. of Schools not reported, and there-

fore not included in the above figures, 19.

The above report shows an increase of about 2,000 children more than

were reported for the last year; and also a proportionate increase in the num-
ber of classes and the average attendance of both teachers and scholars, num-
ber of books in libraries, etc. The rapid growth and prosperous condition of

the Sunday School cause generally, throughout the different Stakes of Zion, is

very gratifying and gives us abundant cause for thankfulness to God our Hea-
venly Father for his blessings on his faithful servants and handmaidens en-

gaged in this good and great work.

Geo. O. Cannon,
General Superintendent Deseret S. S. Union.

Geo. Goddard, Assistant.

Levi W. Richards, Secretary.

John C. Cutler, Treasurer pro. tern.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOE.

I do not know whether we fully understand what is meant by holding up

our hands to testify that we will sustain these missionaries. I will tell you how
I understand it. In the first place we select the very best men we can find,

and we do not want anybody to go but those who have the spirit of their mis-

sion upon them, and who feel a desire to magnify their calling and priesthood.

And when they go, we wish them to go as honorable men, and we also want

their wives to be treated as honorable women while their husbands are gone,

and inasmuch as they or their families need assistance or looking after—al-

though it is not all who do—we expect the Presidents of Stakes and the

Bishops will attend to such matters; that the wives of our missionaries may
not feel as though they were outcasts ; but as honorable women, the wives of

honorable men, and more so than those who are not doing their duty. We
want the missionaries' wives and children made comfortable and taken

care of. The sisters have voted to let us have some of their wheat for the re-

lief of the poor. Then on the other hand, let us do something for them. It

does not matter how much we pray for them, for this is in accordance with our

covenants or voting. Some people would rather pray for them than relieve
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them. Prayers are all well enough ; but a little flour, a little pork, a little beef,

sugar, store goods, and temporal comforts are a great deal better than all our

prayers without this material assistance. Let us look after their welfare as we

do after our own families, while their husbands are making a sacrifice in

leaving their families and homes, and God will bless us. "Every one," says

the Lord, "that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mo-

ther, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hun-

dred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life." Let us make the words of the

Lord true. Amen.

Choir sang the anthem,

" Resound His Praise.

"

Adjourned till 2 p.m.

Dismissed with prayer by Elder Moses Thatcher.

Wednesday, 2 p.m.

Choir sang,
" Let every mortal ear attend,

And every heart rejoice."

Prayer by Elder Joseph F. Smith.

Choir sang,
" Hark the song of jubilee,

Loud as mighty thunders roll."

Elder L. John Nuttall presented the authorities of the Church, who
were unanimously sustained by the Conference, as follows:

John Taylor, as President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, as one

of the Twelve Apostles, and of the Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

As members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Wilford Woodruff,

Orson Pratt, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Rich-

ards, George O. Cannon, Brigham Young, Joseph F. Smith, Albert Carring-

ton and Moses Thatcher.

Counselors to the Twelve Apostles—John W. Young and D. H. Wells.
The Twelve Apostles as the presiding quorum and authority of the

Church, and, with their counselors, as Prophets, Seers and Revelators.

Patriarch of the Church—John Smith.
As the First Seven Presidents of the Seventies---Joseph Young, Levi W.

Hancock, Henry Herriman, Horace S. Eldredge, Jacob Gates and John
Van Cott.

President Joseph Young moved that Wm. W. Taylor.be elected one of the

First Seven Presidents of Seventies, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the

death of Elder A. P. Rockwood. Carried unanimously.


