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unto you and union fill your hearts : | Christ,

I ask this in the name of Jesus |
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Amen.
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THE LORD'S WORK-—WARFARE NOT REQUIRED OF THE SAINTS — AN
OVERRULING PROVIDENCE — CORRUPITION AND PERJURY IN HIGH

PLACES — VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTI{N

FALSE ACCUSATIONS

AGAINST THE SAINTS—WORDS OF COMFORT AND EXHORTATION,

The greatly increased numbers of
Israel, and the greatly diversified
and multifarious necessities which
are occurring, and which inecrease
like the branches upon a great stree,
call upon us each and all, to seek
continunally for the mind of the
Lord, that in all our varied minis-
trations, labors and duties, we may
perform the same acceptably to him |
and profitably to all of his chil-
dren ; not only to the Saints but to
the inhabitants of all the earth, in-
asmuch as they will hearken to his |
word.

We have a vast number of wit-
nesses and evidences of the mercy,
the favor and blessing of God unto
us, as a people, as well as to our-
selves individually and as families,
1t being the privilege of all who live
faithfully in Christ Jesus to see and
acknowledge the hand of God in all
;:‘hings throughout their checkered
ives.

This morning I am reminded of
some choice, precious promises
which the Lord has made to us in
the dispensation in which we live,
having a peculiar application unto
us, though like blessings may have
been promised to people in former
generations, those now referred
to were given fespecially to the
Saints of the last days. There is
one very significant saying in the
revelations, you will find it in the
Doctrine and Covenants, section
103, beginming at the 19th verse.
It is as follows :

“Therefore let not your hearts
faint, for I say not unto you, as I said
unto your fathers, mine angel shall
go up before you, but not my pre-
sence, but I say unto you. mine
angel shall go before you, and also
my presence, and in time ye shall
possess the goodly land.” '

Here is a very definite and positive
assurance that this work is His, that
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he 1s particularly to figure in it him-
self ; that he has not entirely com-
mitted it, even to angels ; as repre-
sented in the parable, so beautifully
expressed in the Book of Mormon,
where the husbandman calls upon
his servants to come and help him
to prune his vineyard for the last
time ; we are given to understand
that so we are called to be helpers
to the Lord our God, to prune his
vineyard for the last time.

We should not allow the cares or
corruprtions of the world to lead us
to forget that the work in which we
are engaged is the Lord's work;
we should never forget that the
work to which all are called, God
has undertaken to direct Himself ;
especially as it was commenced in
former dispensations, but, for ob-
vious reasons, remains to be con-
summated and perfected in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times in
which we live. The Lord has also
told us specifically in his revelations
that it 1s his business to provide
for his people. Most encouraging
words—calculated to increase con-
fidence in the hearts of all those who
walk by faith before him.

Furthermore, he has condescended
to tell us in the revelations given
through the Prophet Joseph Smith,
“For behold I do not require at
their (the Elders) hands to fight
the battles of Zion ; for as I said in
a former commandment, even so will
1 fulfil. I will fight your battles.”
Doctrine and Covenants, section
105, verse 14.

One after another passages might
be repeated relating to the designs
and purposes of God, all going to
show_that he has not let out the
work to be done by chance or to be
controlled by others, but that he
will direct it himself,

Have we not evidence of these
facts? We have as pointed and
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conclusive evidence of these things,
already before us, as the Apostle Paul
had when he told the Hebrews that,
through faith the worlds were framed
by the word of God ; through taith
Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should
afterwards receive for an inheritance,
obeyed ; by faith he sojourned in the
land of promise, ete. Let us look
at two or three prominent features
of our history for evidences of his
divine favor in overruling affairs for
our welfare according to the coun-
sels of his own will.

In former times there was much
destruction of life and a great deal
of contention between the enemies
of God's work and his people. The
latter have at different times gone
forth, and that by the holy command
of heaven, to mortal combat. The
Lord has told us in his revelations
of the last days concerning the laws
which governed warfare in the days
of Abraham, of Lehi and Nephi,
etc., which are detailed very minute-
ly in the Doctrine and Covenants.
He says :

“ Behold this is the law I gave
unto my servant Nephi, and thy fa-
thers Joseph, and Jacob, and Isaac,
and Abraham;, and all mine ancient
prophets and apostles.

And again, this is the law that I
gave unto mine ancients, that they
should not go out unto battle against
any nation, kindred, tongue or peo-
ple, save 1, the Lord, commanded
them. (Doctrine and Covenants,
sec. 98, verse 32, 33.)"

For an account of the laws that
justify warfare the Saints can read
this section from the 23rd verse to
the end.

In those days there was more con-
tention or mortal combat permitted
and required, in order to maintain
the rights ot God’s people and
establish righteousness before his
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face, when i1dolatrous and all man-
ner of worship, except that of the
true and living God, prevaled
among the nations generally. Bat
it is not given unto us that we
should contend with weapons of
war ; that inasmuch as we serve
him, he will fight our battles for
us. How has he done this? Have
we forgetten how he managed to
Keep us out of the late terrible frat-
ricidal war, when our great country
was divided in a sanguinary strug-
gle? How did he graciously regard
us ! It was by tjfi:;]g us to arise
and go hence.
“Some of you well remémber in
what haste we gathered our little
rémaining substance in Nauvoo,
leaving our homes in the winter
ason, and how we crossed the
river on the ice. History attests
the fact that we left none too
soon to escape the dire necessity
of taking up weapons of war against
otr féellow-man. The great reason
why David was not allowed to build

a house to the Lord, was because |

he had been a man of blood. He
had commenced to gather His thou-
sands of talents of gold and silver
together, and was ready to build,
but the Lord told him he shoald
not, that he had been too much a
man of war, had shed too much
blood ; but that he might get the
materials together, and that Solo-
mon, his son, should build a temple
to his name. It is plainly to be
seen, in the wisdom of God, that
the Saints are not to take that course ;
but on the contrary, the Lord re-
juires of them that they preserve to

emselves pure hearts and clean
hands to build His Temples. Was
not this a great and wonderful mani-
festation of his loving kindness, was
it not a demonstration to a great
people of his tender mercy in pre-
serving us from that fratricidal strife
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that arose in the nation. Where is
the heart that cannot be thankful
for this? Here 18 one great, we'
way say, worldwidé “démonstration”
of his kindness and goodness o’
provide for his people, and to pre-
serve them from dire calamities, the
direst of calamities that overtake
the human family. Let us then
sense the feéling and spirit of the
ancient ~prophet. TIsaiah  when
speaking of the judgments of the
latter days, that the watchmen should
lift up their voices and speak com-
forting words to Zion. And what
should “they say?  “Thy Ged
reigneth.”  That is the word to us,
brethren and sisters. “ Thy God
reigueth.” Let us learn to know
and sense 1t, put our trust in him,
and learn' that it is he that builds
up nations, and it is he that levels
them to the dust ; that it is he that
raises up and makes rulers and peo-
ple to become mighty in the earth,

'and that it is he that permits them

to go down into insignificance, shame
and contempt,

How has 1t been when our ene-
mies in our midst, in violation 'of a
sacred principle of the Constitution,
have said that we should not bear
arms, which we had been wont to do
in celebrating the anniversary of
our national independence, and for
our own protection in this new and
Indian country, and that too in
accordance with a provision of the
Constitution ; when we submitted
in silence to this indignity, what
hias been wrought out in our behalf?
As 1f the heavens took momenta
record of it, from that day to this
the enmity that has existed amon
the unprincipled, low and degrad
Lamanites upon our borders has
been hushed to silence ; the manner
in which we have dealt with them
has been felt for good. Terrible
wars have been prevented by the
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influence of the Latterday Saints
among them, until to- dﬂy it 18 not
necessary that any, in this region of
country, should have arms to pro-
tect t emse]ves unless it be from

professed friends. Is there no God
iu this? Look all around us, God
has made even our adversaries to be
at peace with us. He has made the
blessings of peace to be multiplied
around. us, uatil the very occasion
for weapons of defence is removed.
The wicked had no sooner forbudden

us to bear arms when God in his |

tender mercies and parental solici-

tude removed the very oceasion of |

defence, leaving us at peace with all
arnund us. The glorious tidings,

‘ peace on_earth and good will to
man,” have come sounding to us
thruugh the ages, and they are being

echoed and re-echoed to us by the

voice of those who hold the keys of |

the kingdom, and we see it not uuly
in word but in power and demon-
stration of truth.

These are none other than the
blessings of God unto us, my breth-
ren and sisters. We uurrht to think
of these things; we nuﬂ'ht to acknow-
led e in ;,ratlt.urle this dispensation

1s providence ; and we should
mﬂ.ke it our busmess to sanctify our-
selves before him; yea, let the man
that has taken to his cups depart
from them ; and let he who
drunk of the spirit of the world,
and who fraternizes with the un-
godly, turn from the error of his
ways, w ash himself from the filth
of unrighteousness and purify him-
self before God, and eall upon his
name that he may forgive and extend
his pardoning favor, It is to be
deplored that there are 50 many that
are so easily to be civilized by this
damning cmhzatmn tha.t has
come among us ; it is an occasion of
sorrow to she La.tter day Saints that
s0 many are so easily drawh away to

|
|
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affiliate with the ungodly., When
we remember the mercies and bles-
sings of God to us, it is a fittin
time to turn and seek his face nns
favor afresh, and renew our cove-
nants baf'ure him, and become Wor-
thy in his sight.

[ might enumerate many other
iustances of the goodness and merey

of God unto us, how he fed the

suffering Saints with quails on the
banks of the Mississippi, how he

 sent gulls to rid us of the crickets

wien they threatened us with star-
vation lere,

I must refer to the time when the
Lord permitted the United States to
send an army to Utah. It was told
to us that there were a million of
bayonets in the States ready to be
turned toward Utah. We did not

connt them, but we know the de-

tails of their coming and how the
soldiery arrived here. They came
with their mouths full of ribaldry,
full of threatenings, full of animus
and destruction towards President
Young, his family, the Apostles,
and towards all that were imme.
diately associated with them, threat-
euing to hang them like Ha.man
upon a, tree. But God 1n his mere
before they goft here very much
cooled their a.rdur and when they
arrived they came as harmless as
any 4th of '}' uly celebrators. They
marched in qulet through our streets,
no man daring to commit an indig-
nity as they pasae:l
gur Heavenly Father sanctified
this to our gnm:l for while t,heg
scattered much means among us,
scarcely an act of hostility was com-
witted, and, when the time of terri-
ble dealsrucl;mn came they ma.rcheq
away to the violence of death. Is
not the hand of God to be seen in
this? If so, should we not acknow-

ledge with t.hanksgwmg his mercy

in thus making us the objects of
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such care. We ought to bestow
the best efforts and energies of our
lives to build wup - his kingdom,
establish his righteousness, and
make him our friend for time and
eternity.

I would not dwell too lengthily
upon these things, although they
show the divine goodness and ten-
derness.
that deals more affectionately with
his children than this? Could the
Lord deal more lovingly with us ? It
is to be feared that his tender mer-

cles are so abundant, and we become |
' tion their acts ;

s0 used to them as to grow un-
grateful.

A few words in regard to the fun-
damental law established for the
guidance of the people of this great
nation, called the Constitution of
the United States, that instrument
was framed by our forefathers, who
purchased the power to do so with
their blood ; they were men who
went into the revolutionary war
pledging their lives, their fortunes,
their sacred honor, and placed every-
thing they possessed upon the altar
of liberty. The Constitution they
adopted has been admitted by Eu-
ropean statesmen to be the grandest
palladium of human rights known
upon the earth. The ﬂag of our
nation has commanded respect 1n
every part of this habitable globe,
whether on land or sea.

All representatives and officers of
the government, state or national, |
from the hlﬂ'heat to the lowest, lift
up their hands to heaven and swear
that they will observe that Constitu-
tion and the laws of the nation or
State, as the office may require, to
the best of their knowledge and
ability, so help them God. When
Congress so far descends as to make
special laws, and send forth its legis-
lative missiles to us bearing tha
odor, power, and character ﬂf at-

indirectly,

'visions of the Constitution,
Is there a loving father |
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tainder, and ex post facto laws;
when they can provide, directly or
for conviction without
trial by jury ; when they frame and
pass measures having for their ob-
ject the deprivation or spoliation of
richts common to all citizens, and
that in direct opposition to the pro-
as ap-
pears on the face of the Edmunds’
bill, they themselves violate that
oath of office which they took before
God and their country. They may,
standing in high places, think that
it does not become citizens to ques-
but citizens of this
Republic are the sovereigns of the
nation ; and when the Constitution
was created it was provided that
every power not granted by that
instrument was retained by the peo-
ple. Public men, in the true spirit
of the Coenstitution of our govern-
ment, are the servants of the people,
put in office to administer the will
of the people as defined in that
instrument.

When men in high places forget
themselves, and in violation of their
oaths dictate or forbid what shall or
what shall not be observed as reli-
vious rites, they become amenable
to the higher laws, and will have to
answer to the charge of perjury
to an immortal court, from whose
decisions mortals have found no
mode of appeal by any bill of ex-
cept.mna.,

The principles upon which our
government 1s founded are most ex-
cellent and to all intents and pur-
poses most satisfactory. The great
and learned Webster, Clay, and
their contemporaries, considered
them a standard of liberty—far
above that of any other country
upon our globe; something that
every American had cause to be
proud of. If the American nation
will be governed by its doctrines, it
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will extend to the whole human
family the precious boon of liberty,
and will make this land in reality
an asylum for the oppressed of all
nations. But we have come to a
time when Congress has undertaken
to dictate our ethics, to declare what
we may or may not accept as tenets
of religion. This is a right or power
that 1s not conveyed 1n the Constitu-
tion ; but on the contrary, Congress
is expressly prohibited from making
any law establishing any form of
religion or preventing the free exer-
cise thereof ; this right of worship-
ing God according to the dictates of
one’s own conscience is the right of
every American citizen.

Aside from what may be pro-
nounced legal, there is an equity
side of the court to which all God-
fearing people have recourse. One
principle of which the courts of the
nation seem to have taken no con-
sideration, but which the Latter-day
Saints cannot afford to pass un-
noticed, 1s this: Wheremn it 1s

iven in the Constitution that the

tates shall' make no law to impair
the obligation of contracts. I wish
to ask the people, not in the legal
sense, but in the sense of equity, of
righteousness and eternal truth, if
the marriage relation is not to all
intents and purposes a contract ?
Do we not enter into a covenant,
a contract, an agreement with our
wives. Yes; not only a contract,
an agreement of a civil nature, as it
1s regarded in the world, but our
contracts are of a higher order, of
a more sacred nature extending as
they do in perpetuity from time into
eternity. Now, if it is a violation
of States rights to pass a law im-
pairing the obligation of contracts
in common financial matters, is it
not a graver and more serious
violation of the Constitution to pass
a law impairing the obligation of

contracts as between man and wife ?
It 1s laid down by the most eminent
law writers of our country that pro-
perly maintained marital relation-
ship 1s the true basis of all hu-
man soclety ; it needs the solemn
covenants of husband and wife to
be taken into account, and then
what follows? The reasons why
contracts and faith in them should
not be violated is because of vested
rights that accrue under those con-
tracts ; and have you any vested
rights, my brethren and sisters,
under the contracts that you have
made with your wives and husbands,
have you not acquired under those
covenants and contracts the most
precious of vested rights—those of
sons and danghters given you in the
flesh? These are possessory rights,
the value of which bear no com-
parison with any thing that can be
called goods or chattels. We look
upon the increase of our families,
as the foundation of our eternal
dominion, we cannot but look upon
any hand impairing the obligation
of these contracts as striking at the
very root of our prosperity. Our
children are our vested rights grow-
ing out of these holy relations, rights
not only of a temporal but of an
eternal, and finally immortal charac-
ter, and of the highest possible con-
sideration.

I apprehend while I talk upon
this subject, that it is very improba-
ble that the courts of the world
would regard these matters in any
such light, but they are matters
which pertain to the laws of the
living God before whose court we
shall all appear and our rights be
vindicated ; those who have under-
taken to deprive us of these rights
will also appear and on such a writ
of errors as will bring them effec-
tually within the jurisdiction of the
court.
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The Lord has given unto us these
rights, which we are learning to ap-
preciate, but which the world know
nothing of. Is it to be wondered at
that they do many things, as did
those who slew the Savior, coneern-
ing whom he said, ¢ They know
not what they do?’

The rulers of our land have un-
dertaken to set snares for our feet, |
to bring us into subjection to the
political will of the Republican party
to teach us how to promote party
discord, be oppressed with heavy
taxes and become burdened with
debt. Let us put our trust in the
living God, and see that while we
violate no law of man unnecessarily,
that we do not violate any of the
laws of God, so that we may be |
entitled to His protection and that
his blessing may abide with us.

Not desiring to occupy too much
time, I would exhort my brethren
and sisters to renew their diligence
in trying to honor the Lord byi’{eep-
ing his commandments, remembering |
our obligations to each other; that
we continue preaching the Gospel
to the nations, gathering the honest
in heart who receive thd word
through the ministrations of the
Elders; and inasmuch as this is
God’s work we have no need to fear.
There are those who dwelt here in
1848--9, who for days and weeks,
scarcely tasted bread. Those who
have passed through these scenes
will never fear anything that may
come upon us again. I often think
of the peculiar circumstances of the
Savior when upon the earth, who
when Herod the Great sent word to |
him, inquiring who this Jesus of
Nazareth was; the answer of the
Savior being, 'Go tell him that the
birds of the air have nests, and the
foxes have holes, bnt the Son of Man
hath not where to lay His head.

Think of it my friends ; He by whom |
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the worlds were created, who gave
the law npon Mount Sinai ; He who
communicated with the brother of
Jared, directing him to cross the sea
and people this continent ; He who
was and is our great Ruler came and
dwelt in the flesh, instead of makin
himself the possessor of houses an§
lands and earthly substance, had not
where to lay His head. And after
passing through a life of sorrows he
was tried for His life, when the judge
washed his hands, saying, he found
no foult in Him. The fact was
He was above the law, He was with-
out sin, and of the things of which
they tried to conviet him he was not
guilty, wherein he said he was the
Son of God, which they, in their
blind ignerance, looked upon as
blasphemy.

Now, we are charged with blas-
phemy, because we believe and de-
clare that the holy Priesthood has
been restored to us from heaven. It
15 made blasphemy to believe that
Peter, James and John were sent
from heaven to earth to ordain
Joseph and Oliver, and because, as
they had been instructed to do, they
ordained others to the same Priest-
hood, and then commissioned them
to go to all the world and preach the
Gospel. 'This is put forth and pub-
lished as one of the blasphemies
that we believe in which has made
us to incur the displeasure and
wrath of this self-righteous genera-
tion. While we contemplate that
the Prophets of God have been
slain, their blood ruthlessly shed,
and the nation has never made an
expression to exculpate themselves
from the act, they have never even
expressed their disapproval ofe jt,
but, on the contrary, multitudes
have said, they were glad ot if, but
that they disliked the way in which
it was dome.. ' S

While this'is npon the nation ang

p
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until they wash their hands of it, we
can but look npon them with sorrow
and apprehension and dread for
thus acquiescing in breaking and
overriding the fundamental laws of
the land ; for if these things can be
inflicted upon us they can be done
to others. And they have been to
others. Do you not recollect when
the army came here, 1t was the na-
tion’s first effort against the “ Mor-
mons,” against what they were
pleased to term a ‘“twin relic"—
polygamy ; and having extirpated
the “twin relic” of the south—
slavery, which was deemed necessary
to secure the triumph of the repub-
lican arms, now the attack 1s made
again upon the people representing
the remaining “relic.” They and
we are in the hands of God, and 1t
becomes us to move on in all our
duties quietly, peaceably and prayer-
fully. The nation, of-course, can
cause us a great deal of bodily and
mental suffering if God permits.
They have already shown what they
are capable of doing by their depri-
vations and arbitrary rule in the
south ; and we have every reason to
believe they would do as much for
us were it the pleasure of the Al-
mighty to permit them.

The few men now sitting in Con-
gress, from the Southern States, who
had the manhood and the moral

courage to protest against the mea- |

sure, which has since become a law,
aimed directly at our liberty and
rights, knew from experience the
effects of military law, and those
usurpations which have tended to
ruin their country after the desola-

tion caused by the war. They had

been through the furnace, they could

feel anew the burnings of the fire,

~and they could see the grief into
which we are to be erowded.
The question with us is, are we
sufficiently devoted to the interests
No. 8. g
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of the kingdom of God to enable us
to confidently believe, without a
doubt, that he will sustain us in all
that we may be called upon to pass
through? If we are he certainly
will not permit any more to come
upon us than we can endure and
that will be for our good ; because
he is that God who 1s nearer to us
than a friend or a brother.

He had told us that those who
kept his commandments had no need
to break the laws of the land. We
made no law nor passed any ordi-
nance contrary to the laws of the
land ; the law-makers of the nation
made the law which brought us in
conflict with our government ; and,
therefore, we must look to him to
overrule this conflict, and trust that
he will do better for us than we
know how to ask or even to think
for curselves ; provided, we pursue
the path of daty faithfully and
steadfastly. ok

I pray that we may so take con-
sideration of our ways that we shall
not feel vindictive to those who are
vindictive towards us ; but, on the
contrary, rise above such a feeling
upon the more elevated platform
which was introduced by the
Savior, in which he tauc¢ht his
disciples to do good to them who
despitefully used and persecuted
them. This i1s alesson that we have
not fully learned.

May the Lord bless and prosper
all who seek to do his will, and may
his mercy be multiplied to all na-
tions until the ends of the earth.
shall see the salvation of our God,:
and until the kingdoms of this world
become the kingdoms of our God
and of His Christ ; may we live.
and our generations after us to per-.
form efficient and faithful service in
bringing about his purposes. Oh,
that our enemies might see the error:

' of their ways, repent as in dust and

Vol. XXIIL
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ashes and place themselves in a con- | form the work for ourselves and
dition to receive the favor of God, our dead, essential to salvation and
and thereby escape the terrible | exaltation in his kingdom, and to
judgments that must sooner or later | build up a Zion to the "Iﬂry of God.
overtake those who wilfully battle |  That this may be our determined
against the truth. l purpose to a faithful consummation,

It remains for us to continue to | I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus,
bear our testimony to the world, to | our Lord. Amen.

build our Temples, in which to per- |
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It is with great pleasure that I
meet with you, my brethren and
sisters, in Conference to-day.
though in some respects I am not
feeling very eager to address so large
a congregation as has assembled this
afternoon, still we all know that if
we can get the influence and assis-
tance of the Spirit of the Lord,
there is no difficulty in speaking or
advancing such thoughts and sug-
gestions as are suitable.

It seems to me that of all men I
ought to be most thankful. T cer-
tainlyfeel exceedingly happy in being

And

in your midst, in beholding your
faces, in sharing in your meetings,
in partaking of your spirit; I am
thankful I have this prlvllegﬁ for
such I esteem it.

I have been absent, as you all
know, for sume sixteen weeks.
During my absence I have enjoyed
myself very much, that is, consider-
ing the circumstances. 1 have had
excellent health, and I do not know
that I ever felt better in my life,

‘under the eircumstances, than I

have during the past winter. Of
course there has been considerable



