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It 1s with a degree of pleasure that| the everlasting Gospel should be
I stand before you to-day to bear my | established, that we.might have the
testimony in regard to the truths privilege of bearing a hand in this

that we have heard, the truths of |

the everlasting GﬂEPE] ; for I know
that “ Mormonism” is just as true
to-day as it ever was, and that God
has not forsaken His people. We
live, it is true, in an eventful age
when the words of the Prophets are
being fulfilled ; when the God of
Israel is going to establish and build
up His kingdom on the earth, éstab-
lish His government and his laws.
I know that this work will be accom-
plished through the instrumentality
-of His children ; that those who live
in this day and age will have the
privilege of being the honored in-
.struments in the hands of God of
bringing to pass His purposes, of
establishing his kingdom never
more to be thrown down, if we will
let the Lord work with us, if we
will only work with Him, if we will
be obedient to His laws and work
under His direction. We have been

reserved from ~coming forthyin the |

spirit world until that day when

|

areat work, this glorious work of the
last days. It 1s not a haphazard
matter with the Lord ; everything
is 1n perfect order in regard to this
matter. He knew when he revealed
His Gospel to his servant Joseph,
that Joseph would receive it ; and
he knew there were those spirits
upon the earth that would also re-
ceive 1t when it should be presented
to them. It was rejected in the
days of the Savior ; they crucified
Him ; they drove the Priesthood
from the earth. The hearts of the
children of men are of the same na-
ture to-day, to a greater or less ex-
tent ; but there are those that come
forth in this day that receive the
(Gospel when it is presented to
them. Whether the people of those
ages when the Gospel was not upon
the earth would.have received it I
am not prepared to say. Suffice it
to say when it was not revealed,
they had not the opportunity of re-
jecting it ; and that, in the economy
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of God,

received 1t when the opportunity
was not afforded them in the flesh,
will recelve it when 1t shall be pre-
sented to them in the spirit,

We have been called, and all peo-
ple are called to this work. It is
said that many are callel and few
are chosen. But all have been
called, and it is their blessed privi-
lege to bear a hand to help bear off
this kingdom, if they chose to do so;
and if they will be faithful to the
call that 1s made upon them, the
time will come when they will be
chosen Instruments to bear off His
kingdom and in maintaining the
principles of truth and righteousness
as revealed to us through the influ-
ence and spirit of the living God.
Because 1t 1s the privilege of all to
hear testimony. Now, a man’s
judgment will ofttimes be convinced
by the weight of testimony, whether
he be willing to admit it or not ;
whether he is willing to acknowledge
the Lord publicly, making a public

rofession of his belief, or mnot.

here are many, 1 do believe,whose
judgment has been convinced by
the weight of testimony, who have
not been willing to admit the truth
of and make a public profession
of faith in the Holy Gospel
When a person embraces the ever-
lasting Gospel—which, by the way,
seems to be very unpopular now, as
In other ages; whether it will con-
tinue to be so I do not know—it
requires a good deal of moral courage
to sacrifice his associations in life,
his property, social standing and
good name, and everything that
pertains to this life that is considered
worth having. Still there are those
spirits in the flesh that have the
courage to do it ; those that have the
honesty of heart to receive this tes-
timony and to stand up and bear it
in the face of every opposing ob-

i

those who would have
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stacle and every opposing foe. It
is a life’s labor for the Latter-day
Saint to live his religion, to perform
his duty, to fill up the measure of
his creation with honor to his God
and credit to himself. Our religion
is not. a matterof enthusiasm to work
the mind up to a high pitch for an
hour, a day, a week, in some pro-
tracted meeting or under some
peculiar influence, but day by day,
week by week, month by month,
year by year, as long as life shall
last, the Latter-day Saint does no%
see an hour nor a moment that he
can afford to lay off the armor of
righteousness, or lay aside his holy
religion. It is he that endures to
the end that is promised salvation.
The word “endure” is there : and we
may naturally expect to have to
endure some things, God will have
a tried people ; and all will be put to
the test in one way or another.
Some things will try some people at
one time, and will not try them at
another time. Some things will try
some people, and they will have no
such effect on others. God leads his
people through a great variety of
changes, that all may be tried;
and you may depend upon it that all
who come to this point in their trav-
els in the journey of life, will be
tested to the heart’s core. I have
heard some people say, O, I wish 1
had been in Zion’s Camp, and
through the persecutions of Missouri;
and % wish I had been with the
Saints in the days of Illinois, ete. ;
I can promise every Latter-day Saint
that is faithful, that he will have
sufficient to try him before he gets
through, and the nearer that he hives
to his God, the more sore, perhaps,
the test that will be made of him ;
he may rest assured that he will be
tried, and tried severely, if he re-
main faithful. There is and there
will be an opportunity for all people
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to prove their integrity to their God,
and their integrity to their brethren,
and to the principles of the Gospel
that we have espoused. If a person
1s going to fly the track the moment
that difficulty arises, which it is
necessary to overcome, what be-
comes of his integrity, and where is
it? It proves to God and to angels
and to all good men that he has not
integrity, doesitnot? Itisto stand
firm and steadfast through every
trial, to overcome every obstacle,
that brings the prize, allowing
nothing to intervene between us and
the Lord, or between the Gospel
that we have espoused, or between us
and the Holy Priesthood who, under
God, guides the affairs of His church
and kingdom upon the earth ; it is
to stand up in defence of the truth,
and bear off the principles of the
Gospel in this wicked and untoward
generation. It requires some test,
and the Lord will have that kind
of {:renple that He can rely on. He
could not bestow His kingdom in its
power and fullness, in its might and
glory upon a people whom He did
not know had sufficient integrity to
hold sacred that which had been
entrusted to them for Him and His
cause.

I have often been asked the ques-
tion, “ When will the kingdom be
given Into the hands of .the Saints
of the most high God ;” and I have
always answered it in this way :
just so soon as the Lord finds that
He has a people upon the earth who
will uphold and sustain that king-
dom, who shall be found capable of
maintaining its interests and of ex-
tending its influence upon the earth.
When he finds that he has such a
people, a people who will stand firm
and faithful to him, a people that
will not turn it over into the lap of
the devil, then, and not until then,

will he give * the kingdom” into the |

No. 20
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hands of the Saints of the most
high, In its power and influence
when 1t shall fill the whole earth.
The promise is, that the kingdoms
of this world shall become the king-
doms of our God and His Christ ;
and 1t shall be given to the Saints
of the most high, and it shall stand
forever. That is when we may ex-
pect it, and we could not reasonably
expect it any sooner. Therefore, it
depends, in a great measure, upon
the people themselves, as to how
soon the kingdom spoken of by
Daniel shall be given into the hands
of the Saints of God. When
we shall prove ourselves faithful in
every emergency that may arise,
and capable to contend and grapple
with every difficulty that threatens
our peace and welfare, and to over-
come every obstacle that may tend
to impede the progress of the Church
and kingdom of God upon the earth,
then our heavenly Father will have
confidence in us, and then he will be
able to trust us. And it 1s the
Lord’s will that it should be so.
And if we, as a people, do not hold
ourselves on the altar ready to be
used, with our means and all that
God has bestowed upon us, accord-
ing to the Master’s bidding, for the
upbuilding of his kingdom upon
the earth, he will pass on and
get somebody else ; because he will
get a people that will do it. I do
not mean to say, that he will

on and leave this people ; no, there
will come up from the midst of this
people that people which has been
talkedl so much about—for the
kingdom will not be taken from us
and given to another people ;
it is too late in the day, as it has
already commenced to grow, and
it is growing and will continue to
grow. This kingdom of God has
been of rapid growth, although we
may think sometimes that it is

Yol. XXIIL,
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slow, that the purposes of the
Almighty are being slowly developed,
but the time will come that this

people will look back, say forty years
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blind as to His true character, and
the people are blinded by their

teachers, and they scem to be satis-
fied with their condition. They talk

hence, and exclaim how wonder- about their colleges, their thenlumcal
fully, how rapidly has the kingdom | seminaries and their institutions of

progressed, and how
1t become in the earth !
back to-day from the time that we

powerful has | learning ; they are simply machines,
We can look | the hmly without the spirit ; it is not

possible for them to furnish a line

were located in Missouri, and if any of Seripture, they never have since _

man had predicted the progress that
we have made since, he would have

been considered somewhat enthu- |

siastic, to say the least of it ; and he
could not possibly have foretold by
his own natural foresight the pro-

the Apostles fell asleep, and they
never w111 down to the end of time.
It 1s not in them ; it cannot come
out of them. Why they openly de-
nounce all belief in revelation from
(God—the very life-giving element

gress and the prosperity that have ' of all scripture, as nothing but that

attended the labors of the peuple,
and the strength and power that we
have attained unto in so short a
time. Therefore, we may take
courage and press onward, and con-
tinue to sustain the holy prineiples
that have been revealed in our day
for our reformation and salvation.
For these principles tend to reforma-
tion, and they will produce the
greatest reformation that God has
undertaken to bring to pass among
the children of men. When we
«cousider the nature of this work
and 1its results among men, it
would be quite proper to call it
.a reformation. It 1s reformation
and 1t 1s restitution ; it brings us
baek to first principles ; it brings us
back to the purity of the most holy
faith ; i1t 1s also reformation from
the status of the evil-doer and from
ithe evils that are prevalent in the
.earth.

'The world have forsaken God ;
‘they have not the least true concep-
tion of the attributes of the Deity ;
they know no more about the true
and living God than those lampposts | sa
do. . They go blundering along
wnrahlppmg an imaginary God, a
something that they know nothing
at all about. Their teachers are

can produce scripture. The Bible
1tselt was made up by revelations to
the servants of God from time to
time. Men spoke as they were
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
1t was written for the benefit of
posterity, and became the word of
the Lord to us. Ever since the
Apostles fell asleep, there has been
no further light; the heavens have
been closed, and no communication
has been made to the “gentlemen
of the cloth,” nor to anybody else
of this generation until the Lord re-
vealed himself and spoke to Joseph
Smith. And why did he speak to
him? One reason was because he
prayed to the Lord in faith, be-
lieving that He would hear him.
The religions of his time he saw
were many, they differed, and each
claimed to be the right way of the
Lord. He did not know which to
join, and yet he wanted to es
some one among the many that
then existed. And he‘was in this
state of mind when reading the
writings of the Apostle James, who

says: “If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbrmith not;
and 1t shall be given him.” He ap-
proached the Lord with an honest

pouse
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heart, and the Lord heard his prayer.
He Himself, together with His
Son, appeared to him, and among
other things that he was told on
that occasion was to not join any
of the sectarian churches, that none
of them were right, that they were
the systems of men and not the
system of God. And Joseph had
the temerity to tell it ; and of course
that was enough to bring upon him
the enmity of professing Christianity,
and especially of the * gentlemen
of the cloth™ whose craft was at
once in danger ; and their animosity
to this people has continued from
that day to this increasing with our
growth ; and we expect that it will
still continue to manifest
against us until the kingdom of God
shall triumph in the earth, and

God, the righteous Judge, and
His people be recognized, and
their rights acknowledged. We

well understand the reason why this
people are a reproach to the world :
they are so high above them in
morals and in the principles of
truth, and the world know that we
are their superiors in every respect
as far as the fundamental principles
of life and intelligence are concerned.
The devil knows it, and he puts it
into the hearts of the wicked and
those who are deceived by his cun-
ning, to hate us for that reason.
Their animosity is not enkindled
against us because of our iniquity,

for they cannot put their finger
upon a single line of iniquity charge-

able to the Latter-day Saints, as a
people. Not but what there 1is
many a one who does wrong for
which he needs to repent and do his
first works over again, or be severed
from the Church ; but as for the
Church its enemies cannot lay their
finger upon the first ‘iniquitous
thing brought against it that can be
brought against it as true.

itself

The |
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fact is we are a reproach to them,
and they feel it : their anger is
enkindled against us on that account,
and hence they seek to destroy the
holy Priesthood from off the face of
the earth. Who is it that invents
the lies that are circulated about
this people? They are begotten by
and become the weapons of the
clergy of the present day, and it
certainly is, as 1t was said it should
be, men will believe a lie but reject
truth ; and this class of persons par-
ticularly is engaged in trying to de-
stroy the work of our God, as mani-
fested through His people, and
through the authority of the holy
Priesthood that is now among men.
Satan is anxious to trample it under
foot, as he has done before ; but that
1s something which cannot be done,
it 3 too late in the day. It has taken
root downward, and 1t is bearing
fruit upward. It is too strong to
be trampled out. Though they may
bring fifty millions to bear on us,
what does it signify? If they brin
the whole world, what difference ?
have no fears with regard to the
success of the work of God in these
the last days, for its success is

‘already established as far as we have

gone, and there can be no doubt, in
my mind, neither can there be in
yours, that as the work of God is
developed success will attend our
labors, even until the Savior

‘shall come in power and glory

to rule from the rivers to the ends
of the earth. I know this, and
so do you, and so does all Israel.
The Lord knows it, and the devil
knows it; and that's what's the
matter with the clergy. This great
and marvelous work of the latter-
days will be prolonged or hastened
according to the faith and good
works of the people engaged in
it. If we pray, therefore, the Lord
to hasten His work ; to hasten the -
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time when Zion shall be built up
and redeemed ; when the great and
glorious Temple shall be erected to
the name of the Most High God,
and when His glory shall rest upon
it in the form of a cloud by day and |
a pillar of fire by night, let our
rizhteousness conform with our holy
desires ; let us so live as to call down
the blessings of heaven upon us.
For if we are-faithful in all things,
and are united, blessings cannot be |
withheld from us; the Lord is bound,
according to the covenant, to hear

the prayers of His faithful children.

We have an example in the Book of |
Mormon of a man exercising such |
exceeding faith that his vision could
not be withheld from penetrating

behind the wvail, when he saw the |

person of the Lord, and was there
redeemed from the fall. The Lord
i1s perfectly willing to bestow bless-
ings upon His people, and to estab-
lish His work upon the earth, just
as willing as His people can be to
have him, and whenever the time
comes that he finds that he has a
people upon whom he can bestaw
these blessings, they will come. We
need have no fears with regard to
that ; and, in fact, they do come now
as fast as we can receive them and
hold themr 1In righteousness, and I
think sometimes, they come too fast
for a great many., When I have
seen men who bave risen to
power and influence through wealth
i this Church, it seemed as though
the Lord could not make men rich
but what they would grow fat and
kick the traces, and go to the devil.
Look at the history of such men
from the beginning, and see how
they have acted. They have perhaps
run fair for a while, especially whilst

' the earth.

they were in a somewhat destitute
condition as re this world’s
goods ; but as soon as they have be-

come rich, where are they? All
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along the line of our history, as a
church, we bave seen them strewn
by the way side, they have gone out
of the church ; instance after instance
I could recite within my own
knowledge, and you would know of
a great many more than I do. This
is not necessarily so. The remedy
to all such cases is the same to-day
as that which appled to the young
man that came to Jesus, namely,
“gell all that thou hast and give to
the poor, and come and follow me 3
and thou shalt find treasures in
heaven.” That is the test. If a man
is prospered of the Lord, that is no
reason why he should let his riches
get between him and his God ;if he
does, he will make shipwreck of his
faith. The Lord does not care how
wealthy a man becomes, so long as
he holds his wealth for the building
up of His kingdom, and for the
carrying out of His purposes upon
But when he becomes
covetous, and allows his means
to get between him and his God,
his riches become a canker to his
soul ; he forsakes his God, and
soon forgets the reason why they
were given to him. Instead of
using his means for the purpose
intended by the Lord in bestowing
them upon him, he aggrandizes to
himself, and the spirit of greed and
covetousness takes hold of him, and
he is then ready to swap off his
religion for filthy lucre. He becomes
covetous, and covetousness 1is
idolatry ; he serves his selfish
purposes instead of serving the Lord.
It 18 a great pity for a man in this
Church to get rich, if he cannot
hold everything upon the altar, to
be used, if necessary, for God and his
kingdom. This is the duty of every
true Latter-day Saint. The Lord
will strip men of everything if need
be to prove His servants. Indeed,
men have to strip themselves for
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this work in order to show that all
things else are but dross compared
with the excellency of Christ and
the principles of the holy Gospel

that he has revealed to us, saying in .

his heart, “ For one I am determined
to know nothing else, except Jesus
and Him crucified ; I am determined
to seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.” And then
other things come in right enough.
In fact we are told that if we do
seek first the kingdom of heaven,
all other things shall be added.
This was the promise of the Savior
unto His servants ; and in one sense
1t comes with greater assurance to
the Latter-day Saints than to those
of former days, because this is a dif-
ferent dispensation, it is the dis-

nsation of the fullness of times.

hen this promise was made it was
nevertheless well known to him who
made it, that the kingdom would
be destroyed out of the earth. But
now 1t 1s not to be trodden out.
They will not be permitted to
crucify the Savior of the world when
He comes again, because then He
will come in power and great glory
and not as He did before ; and the
kingdoms of this world will be
given into the hands of the Saints
of the Most High God, and they
will then become the wealthiest of
all people, in fact, the only really
wealthy people there will be ; but
then it will be because they hold the
kingdom for God, because they and
all they have are upon the altar
ready to be used to bring about the
purposes of the Lord and not because
they seek to gratify their own selfish
desires, and to bring about their
own purposes, and to build them-
selves up in this world. And
there is more true speculation that
promises a rich reward in that
than in anything else than I can
think cof after all. We cannot
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afford to swap off our eternal
weltare for the things of this world
— “ things that perish with the
handling,” as some one has said.
This would be poor speculation,
indeed.

One of the purposes for which we
were placed upon this earth was,
that we might pass the ordeals and
prove to God our faithfulness to the
principles of life and salvation. To
pass the ordeals? Yes. All through
life, from the cradle to the grave,
we have trials and difficulties to
encounter. We suffer affliction that
is permitted to come upon us, which
is incident to this life—the loss of
parents, the loss of children, the
loss of husband and the loss of wife ;
besides. the pain and affliction of the
body, and the many ills that flesh
is heir to ; and all this to test our
faith and integrity to our God. Some
have endured manfully all that the
devil and wicked men have been
able to bring upon them, even to
the test of their lives. And if we
will not be willing to give our lives
to the Lord for the advancement
of His cause and kingdom in the
earth, we would not be worthy of
Him, neither would He acknowledge
us as His. It is true, He may not
put us to that test, but he will test
us sufficiently to know whether
we would be equal to the occasion
or not. It is, I say, to pass these
ordeals that we came here ; to prove
our integrity and worthiness to
come back into his presence to in-
herit thrones, kingdoms, princi-
palities, powers and dominions that
are prepared for the righteous. This
is not a thing of a moment ; it was
in the pro me before we came
here. We are called to-day, the
time of choosing will come by and
by, when Christ shall make up his
jewels. If we are faithful over a

| few things, He will make us ruler
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over many.
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You see it is upon the | man who grows up without sin fmm

_principle of faithfulness, and upon | the purity of his youth, who lives

“the principle of endurance. I have
‘no fears in regard to the Latter-day
Saints, as a people, passing these
Ordeala and remaining faithful to
‘the trust reposed in them although
many will drop out by the wa}f-sida
and be lost, for a time at least, in the
gulf that will receive them. You
take those that do not live their
religion, those who swear a little,
and who do a grea’, many naughty
things, who never think of uttering
a prayer ; and let the enemy come
against us in formidable array, and
even that class would be found ready
with their guns to protect the lives
and liberties of their friends, this
%e ople ; they would not flinch either.
es, these wild boys would be ready
to walk up to the cannon’s mouth
in defence of the Latter-day Saints.
I have seen it in times past, and I
have no doubt they, if called upon
and 1t were necessary, would do it
again. DBut does that excuse them
for not living their religion %+ No.
They should quit their evil practices
that they might be useful in build-
ing up the hmgdnm of God upon the
earth, and receive a greater reward,
and be saved in the world to come,
and receive glory and exaltation
which they might otherwise not
have. Because a man may clip his
own glory and exaltation by taking
an unwise course ; in fact, he would
‘be sure to do it. Blessed is that

‘and dies a fit temple for the abode of
the Hol ySpirit. A man may in an
hour, in an unguarded moment say

and do things that would affect him
throughout the never-ending ages of
eterulty We should, therefure, be

the more careful of our course and

conduct in life, and hold fast to that.
which 1s given unto us, and progress

and go on from perfection to perfec-
tion, and try to become as godly in

our lives as 1t 1s possible for us to be
in this probation. Be pure then in

your sphere as God is pure in His.

And purity does not consist in going
around with a long-drawn face
mourning over the sins of the world,

which is sumethm{_, that you cannot
particularly help ; but with purity of
mien, with a joyful countenance
going forth performing your duties,

and keeping yourself pure and un-
spotted from the world, from their
wicked and abominable practices.

God will have a pure people, for the
Zion ol God must be pure in heart.

There 1s plenty of material to carry
on this great and glorious work, and
God will find 1t throngh the instru-
mentality of His servants, and if we

wish to have part in 1t, we should
be pure ourselves, working the works

of righteousness, proving day by day

our faithfulness and our integrity to-
Him. And that we may stand firm

and faithful to the end, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.



