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brethren have conferred it upon us

who are in the stand today; thus some
of us received this holy apostleship but

the fourth in succession from Jesus

Christ. And the fact is that the

Priesthood has come down to us as the

Lord promised when He said He would
be with His Apostles always "even
unto the end of the world." And He
says to us concerning Peter, James
and John: "Whom I have sent unto

you, by whom I have ordained you
and confirmed you to be Apostles, and
especial witnesses of my name, and
bear the keys of your ministry, and of

the same things which I reveal unto

them; unto whom I have committed
the keys of My kingdom, and a dis-

pensation of the Gospel for the last

days and for the last times; and for

the dispensation of the fullness of times

in the which I will gather together in

one all things both which are in heaven
and which are on earth." These are

the men that have received this Priest-

hood—these that sit around me this

morning. It was received from those

resurrected men that have come to la-

bor with us. This is the Priesthood

by which we officiate, and it is not

something that has come down through
the ages and been lost. This is the

Priesthood that was taken away into

the wilderness anciently, and has been
restored in these latter-days in its

purity, in its simplicity and its power,
And those who give themselves to it

fully and faithfully in all humility, re-

ceiving the instructions and counsels
of those holding that Priesthood, should
be worthy of all acceptation, and we
ought to realize it and avail ourselves

of the benefit of it, and be found in

no case speaking against each other
or the Lord's anointed.

May the Lord give us His Spirit, in-

tensify it in us, in our hearts, and train

us in the principles of righteousness
and truth, and help and inspire us in

every good word and work, and then
He will do better for us than we know
how to ask or even to think. Amen.

ELDER LORENZO SNOW.
Personal appearance of the Savior— Promises
made to the Elders—Have ihey been Fulfilled

—

Union of the Priesthood—Proper respect in
Families.

Brethren and sisters and friends, I

hope during the short time that I ad-
dress you this morning I may have the

benefit of your prayers, and the ex-

ercise of your faith.

At these general Conferences it is

the privilege of everyone who attends

to receive instruction, suited to his in-

dividual needs and benefits, of great

worth, and if we pay proper attention

to what is said and exercise the proper

faith, there will be no disappo"utment.

Now, I wish to read a few verses
from the Doctrine and Covenants,
Section 110, which describes one of the
most important events of our day.

"The veil was taken from our minds,
and the eyes of our understanding
were opened. We saw the Lord stand-
ing upon the breastwork of the pulpit,
before us, and under His feet was a
paved work of pure gold, in color like
amber. His eyes were as a flame of
fire, and the hair of his head was
white like the pure snow. His counte-
nance shone above the brightness of
the sun, and His voice was as the
sound of the rushing of great waters,
even the voice of Jehovah, saying: I

am the first and the last,

1 am He who liveth. I am
He who was slain, I am your ad-
vocate with the Father. Behold your
sins are forgiven you, you are clean
before me, therefore lift up your heads
and rejoice. Let the hearts of your
brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of
all my people rejoice, who have, with
their might, built this house to my
name. For behold, I have accepted
this house, and my name shall be here,
and I will manifest myself to my peo-
ple in mercy in this house, yea, I will
appear unto my servants, and speak
unto them with mine own voice, if
my people will keep my command-
ments, and do not pollute this holy
house. Tea, the hearts of thousands
and tens of thousands shall greatly
rejoice in consequence of the bless-
ings which shall be poured out, and
the endowment with which my ser-
vants have been endowed in this
house; and the fame of this house
shall spread to foreign lands, and this
is the beginning of the blessing which
shall be poured upon the heads of my
people. Even so. Amen."

We have heard, brethren and sisters,

very excellent principles, explained to

us yesterday, and this morning by
Apostle Richards, and our hearts have
been made to rejoice in the contem-
plation of the positions that we oc-

cupy, of the prospects that are before
us, and of the glorious records that
many, and I hope all, have made in

the past. It is strange, that there are
so few that have come to an under-
standing that God has revealed Him-
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self unto His people, that His voice

has been heard, as I have just read to

you.and for what He has accomplished

through the Holy Priesthood that He
has caused to be conferred upon many
of His servants. Thirteen hundred or

thereabouts of the servants of God are

now traveling through the world as

oracles of God and testifying of these

most extraordinary facts, and are

promising in the name of the Al-

mighty, by virtue of the divine au-

thority they possess, that those who
will obey the Gospel which they are

authorized to administer, shall re-

ceive a knowledge of these important

truths. It is a marvelous fact that

there are thirteen hundred men who
are now promising in the name of the

Lord and explaining how every per-

son may know, and know effectually,

know by revelation,that their promises

are of the Almighty, that they have

authority to thus prophesy, prophesy

of that which is most important; in

fact, there could be nothing of

greater importance to mortal man
than that which pertains to their

prophecy, and all men have a

right or the privilege of ascertaining,

in a very simple way, whether that

prediction is from God.

This is indeed strange and wonder-

ful. Jt is strange and wonderful to

the world because such things have

never been heard of or known for cen-

turies. What is their prediction that

is of such high importance to all peo-

ple? Why, this: Having stated be-

fore the c3ngregations of the world

that they are authorized to preach

the Gospel of life and salvation, that

they are authorized to promise the

gift of the Holy Ghost, that shall lead

into all truth and show things to come,

and shall testify in reference to their

authority, then to make this predic-

tion that such as will obey the simple

principles of the Gospel, shall receive

a perfect knowledge, a knowl-

edge not by the reading of

books, the Scriptures or any

past revelations that may have been

given, but they shall receive a knowl-

edge of this from God Himself. Well

now, all that is required of these in-

dividuals to know that which pertains

to their salvation, exaltation and glory

i-- simply to do that which has been

made plain, very plain indeed by
Jesus Christ and by the Apostles, as

contained in the Scriptures of truth;

to perform a few acts in relation to

the principles of life or a few acts that

will put. them in possession, after

I roper preparation, of this important
knowledge.

Jesus Christ went down into tht;

waters of baptism and was immersed
there by John the Baptist, who had
authority thus to do; and many others,

in the days of the Apostles, performed
those ordinances that pertain to the

everlasting Gospel. They were bap-
tized for the remission of their sins

by one that possessed the authority

which, those Elders that I mention
now, possess. They possessed the au-

thority to administer those ordinances

—immersion ir. water for the remis-

sion of sins, the laying on of hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghost.

These simple acts were actually per-

formed by the Apostles in former
days, and by the Seventies that were
sent forth, and by all who were sent

to preach the fullness of the Gospel.

All that these Elders require in order

that their predictions may be fulfilled

is that people now shall do likewise.

Jesuf, said on a certain occasion,

that He would build His Church
upon revelation: that is, Peter having
received a revelation that Jesus was
the Son of God and so saying Jesus

replied, "Upon this rock will I build

my Church and the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it." The system of

salvation and exaltation and glory

was of such a character that there

was this grand feature about it, all

persons might receive a perfect knowl-
edge of its divine source.

When we take into consideration

the difficulties those have to meet
who obey these principles we see the

necessity that they should have a
perfect knowledge of that which they

have received, and thus the Lord be-

stows upon them the means by which
they can contend against the difficul-

ties and the persecutions and secure

the blessings connected with these

promises. When people follow the

counsels of these servants of the Lord
who are abroad preaching the Gospel,

if they do not come to a knowledge of
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the truth of these promises from

heaven after they have obeyed, they

ought to declare this: they should

announce this failure to their friends,

and to the public. I suppose, I am now-

addressing six or eight thousand peo-

ple, and probably three-fifths of them
have come 'from the distant nations of

the earth, to these mountain vales,

and these are the principles that we
taught them, that they should receive

a knowledge of this work, they should

receive the Holy Ghost that would
testify to them of the truth of the

saying of these "Riders that they had
authority to administer the ordinances

of the Gospel. Now, I ask, why are

you here? Why are: you sitting upon
these seats? Why are you teaching
your families and friends that these

principles are of God, that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of God, that

Jesus came down and talked with His
people, the sons and daughters of God,
as He did in former days? Why do
you teach these principles, and why do
you sit here instead of repairing to

your homes and declaring that you
never received any such divine testi-

mony, as was promised you?

I think if strangers came to me, as
Elders now go to the nations, and
testified to me that they had authori-
ty to promise that the Holy Ghost
would rest upon me after repenting
of my sins, forsaking them, and obey-
ing their message, and I did not re-

ceive any extraordinary or miraculous
manifestations, I certainly would not
leave my friends, country, and home,
as thousands and thousands have
done. But it is a fact that I am
speaking to thousands here that have
come from long distances, from many
nations of the earth, that are here
and have been here for years and
years; why is it they do not rise up
and deny that they or their friends
ever received this testimony? In
these verses that I have read in your
hearing, it is declared that the Son of
God appeared in the Kirtland Temple
sixty- one years ago, and spoke there
to His friends.

Years ago on my Palestine tour, I

was one day upon the Mount of Olives,

where Jesus left the earth and as-
cended to His Father, witness3d by

persons that were there present, and I

did not doubt that I was at the place

where, as T read in the Testament,

that Jesus took His departure from.

While I looked around and gazed

about, I believed that I was there at

that place; I believed that Jesus did

actually take farewell of the world
and go to His Father, because cer-

tain individuals say and did make a
declaration that that was the fact.

Now I did not see these persons that

testified to this extraordinary occur-

rence. I saw no such persons; because
it was over eighteen hundred years ago
that this extraordinary circumstance
occurred. But this that I have been
reading in your hearing, occurred in

this age. I was personally acquainted
with the parties who saw this wonder-
ful manifestation—intimately ac-

quainted with Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery. I was acquainted with Joseph
Smith for years. And I know Brother
Oliver Cowdery to have been a good
man, honorable, honest, and truthful;

although years after this, Oliver Cow-
dery left the Church for a while. He
became proud and exalted, and left

the Church; but the spirit and the tes-

timony never left him, and after suf-

fering the afflictions of the Lord, he
repented and was very glad to come
back into the Church, and he got back
just in time to go into the other world,

and that is just about the whole of

it so far as Oliver Cowdery was con-
cerned.

"Well now,these things are worthy the
attention of the Latter-day Saints, and
when we take them into consideration
and bring them home to our under-
standing, what follows? Why, that
we should be the best people that God
has upon the earth, and far better than
any other. The Lord has given us a
Prophet, to give counsels in reference

to that which pertains to the general

interests of the Latter-day Saints con-
tinually, and He has blessed him
abundantly. There is not one that

can dispute the honesty and integrity

of Brother Wilford Woodruff,our Pres-
ident. We know him. Years and
years he has been testifying of these

things of which I have been speaking,
and he says he knows them, he says
he understands them distinctly; and
we ourselves should know them. Per-
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haps not quite as extensively as he
knows them. For instance, an astron-

omer may know a thousand things in

reference to the revolving of the earth

in its orbit around the sun, and know a
great many facts in reference to the

sun that thousands are ignorant of;

and yet these thousands that are per-

fectly ignorant of those many things,

know one thing that this astronomer
knows, they know that there is a sun,

they see there is a sun; they know it

just as well as he knows it. In refer-

ence to this Gospel and our prospects
in the next life, there are thousands
that know it just as well as President
Woodruff knows it; and when the

resurrection is spoken of, they know it

just as well as President "Woodruff
knows it. In reference to "Mormon-
ism," as it is sometimes called, there

are thousands that know it just as
well as Joseph Smith knew it. They
know it because God has revealed it to

them perfectly.

There is no man that knows the

truth of this work more than I do. I

know it fully; I know it distinctly. I

know there is a God just as well as

any man knows it, because God has re-

vealed himself to me. I know it posi-

tively. I shall never forget the mani-
festations of the Lord; I never will

forget them as long as memory en-

dures. It is in me. There is something
to labor for, there is something to sac-

rifice for. When the Elders go forth

among the nations, they dare to say
this; they dare to say that God has
revealed himself. They dare to say
that God has spoken to His sons and
daughters as He did in former days,

and they dare to say that He has
heard the prayers of the house of Is-

rael, He has heard the prayers of the

honest in heart, and He has come
down as He did in the days of Israel

when they were in Egyptian bondage
to deliver them; He has come down to

relieve the distressed, and to confer

upon them knowledge, intellectually,

spiritually, and to place them in a

country where they can be blessed and
saved from that half-starvation in

Avhich many have been found where the

Gospel reached them.
Well, these are glorious principles

that God has revealed to us, and our

prospects are grand and glorious. Why,
we could talk through all the days,the

weeks and the months about the grand
things that the Lord has prepared for

those that are faithful and continue to

the end. There should be greater union
in our midst than we find today.
There is a perfect union in the quo-
rum of the Twelve. Should there not
be a perfect union in that quorum?
Most assuredly, every one would say
Yes, a perfect union in the quorum of

the Twelve Apostles; and whoever
may be appointed to fill the places of
those that are vacant, this union will

still continue with us. And there is

also a perfect union with the First

Presidency, and should there not be?
Every one will say, certainly, there

should be. And should there not be
a perfect union with the seven presi-

dents of the Seventies? There most
assuredly should be; we all say Yes.

Should there not be a perfect union
with the High Councils of the various

Stakes of Zion? Certainly there should
be, and there is a way to accomplish
that union. And the same way with
the various other organizations and
quorums. Should there not be a per-

fect union with the presidencies of

Sta.kes? Certainly, and if I were a
president of a Stake, I would not rest

day or night until I had union with my
counselors. Should there not be a union
with the Bishop and his Counselors?
Most assuredly there should be.

Well, what is more important?
Should there not be union in the fami-
ly? Should there not be union with
the husband, who is the High Priest

in his family and expects to be with
them in the next life, should there not

be a perfect union with him and his

wife, or wives, and his sons, his daugh-
ters, his sons-in-law, and his daugh-
ers-in-law? Most assuredly there

should. And why should any man be

satisfied, why should any husband and
father of a family rest satisfied until

he effects a perfect union, that is, just

as far as a perfect union can be ac-

complished? And in this matter the

father should make himself just as

perfect as a man can in this life be

made perfect before his family. And
the wife should make herself just as

perfect as a woman can possibly do in

this life. And then they are prepared

to make their children just as perfect

as they are willing and are capable of

being made perfect. And the father
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and the mother should be very careful.

The wife should never in the presence

of her children speak disrespectfully

of her husband. If she thinks her hus-

band has done wrong (he might have
done), she should never speak of it in

the presence of her children. She
should take him out of the presence of

her children and there tell him of his

faults, in a pleasant way, but never in

the presence of the children speak dis-

respectfully of the father. And the

father the same. He has no right to

speak disrespectfully of his wife in

the presence of her children. And I

pray God to give the husband and wife

the spirit and the understanding to

correct themselves in such matters. I

know that a great many of the difficul-

ties that now appear, and the disre-

spect that we find in reference to the

Priesthood, among young people, arises

from this fact, that there have been
difficulties in the home circle,and there

has been disrespect expressed in their

presence, of the father by the mother,
or of the mother by the father. Now
I know these things are so.

Well, I see my time has expired. God
bless you, my brethren and sisters, and
fill you with His Holy Spirit, that we
may become sanctified, that we may
be worthy to stand in the presence of

God in time to come. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F- SMITH.
The Law of Tithing—Blessings Predicated upon its

Observance—Practical Illustrations of its Results

—Personal Testimony.

I cannot say that I feel in excellent

condition to address the Conference

this morning, but it is desired that I

should say a few words, or read a few
words, to you, as the Spirit may direct.

Before entering, however, upon my re-

marks, I, perhaps, should make an
apology, for it is really not agreeable

with my feelings to diverge, in the

least, from the channel of the remarks
which we have received during this

morning's service and throughout all

the day yesterday; for the brethren
have been led on spiritual matters,

and they have spoken to us, by the

Spirit, and have given unto us many
very important truths, suggestions and
admonitions, and I would delight to

continue in the tenor of those remarks
for the short time that I may occupy,
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but if I do not, it will be because I

feel impresed that there is a duty rest-

ing upon me which I will endeavor,
by the blessing of the Lord to perform.

I desire to remind the congregation
that we are coming to the close of the
fruitful season of the year, and while
many of the people have perhaps not
gathered as heavy crops as they would
like to have gathered, and as they
may have gathered in the years past,

yet, taking our country, and valleys,

as a whole, we are led to believe that
the harvests have been bounteous, and
that the Lord has blessed the earth
this year, and has given to the hus-
bandman excellent fruits for his la-

bors; and it is desirable that we should
reflect upon this matter for a little

season.In connection with this thought,.
I will take the liberty to read to-

you a few of the written words of the
Gospel on temporal matters, which I
think apply to us in our present condi-
tion and at this time.

In answer to a question, "O Lord,
show unto thy servants how much
thou requirest of the properties of the
people for a tithing?" the Lord an-
swered:

"Verily thus saith the Lord, I re-
quire all the surplus property to be
put into the hands of the Bishop of my
Church of Zion, for the building of
mine house, and for the laying of the
foundation of Zion and for the Priest-
hood, and for the debts of the Presi-
dency of my Church. And this shall
be the beginning of the tithing of my
people. And after that, those who
have thus been tithed shall pay one-
tenth of all their interest annually;
and this shall be a standing law unto
them for ever, for my Holy Priesthood,
saith the Lord. Verily I say unto you,
it shall come to pass, that all those
who gather unto the land of Zion shall
be tithed of their surplus properties,
and shall observe this law, or they
shall not be found worthy to abide
among you. And I say unto you, if
my people observe not this law, to
keep it holy, and by this law sanctify
the land of Zion unto me, that my
statutes and my judgments may be
kept thereon, that it may be most holy,
verily I say unto you, it shall not be a
land of Zion unto you. And this shall
be an ensample unto all the Stakes of
Zion. Even so. Amen. (Doc. and
Cov., Sec. 119.)

Again it is said:

"Behold, now it is called today until
the coming of the Son of Man, and
verily it is a day of sacrifice and a day
for the tithing of my people, for he


