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realize that all these things have been

given unto us. There is nothing lack-

ing, but all that is necessary, if we will

obey, to give us power to return into

the presence of God, and to enjoy the

blessings of the celestial kingdom
throughout the eternities to come, are

ours, are with this Church, have been

revealed of God. We have been made
partakers of all these things. There

is nothing wanting. Not one link is

left out. They are all ours if we will

be faithful to God and to His cause;

and this is my testimony, my brethren

and sisters. I know it is true, and I

bear it in the name of the Lord Jesus,

our Redeemer. Amen.

ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL

Labors in the Soutl—The Mutual Improvement

cause—Necessity of study and reflection—The

great sin of uochastity.

I feel very humble, my brethren and
sisters. I have discovered in my short

career that I don't amount to very

much; that all that I have tried to

do within myself I have failed in. The
only blessing of real comfort that I

have received is in laboring in the

ministry. Some men are more easily

tired than others, and as far as

t am concerned. I desire to be

free in what I say, and I hope

that I may be moved upon by

the Holy Ghost, for I can testify to the

children of men that I know what the

Holy Ghost is, that is, I know what its

influence is. I know that I have felt

that joy, that peace, that satisfaction,

that burning within me that comes

from the influence of the Spirit of the

Lord.

I have labored for the past six

weeks in company with Apostle Ly-

man through the southern part of the

State, largely in the interests of the

Young " Men's Mutual Improvement
Association, and I discover in associat-

ing among the people that there is a

great missionary work to be performed
here at home. There are something
over twenty-five thousand young men,
from fourteen up to my age, and only

a very small percentage of that num-
ber are laboring earnestly and ar-

dently to gain information and knowl-
,
edge pertaining to this great work.
Talk about your missionary fields of

labor, talk about the nations of the
earth; I comprehend that the angel
came with its message that the Gos-
pel might be preached to every nation,

to every kindred, to every tongue and
people; but I want to testify to you,

my brethren and sisters, that the ris-

ing generation at home are being
neglected. They are not being reached
by the Priesthood of God; and if there

is any place on the great earth where
there needs an awakening and an up-
lifting, it is right here in Zion, and, I

want to say to you, the fathers and
the mothers are helpless, and they
know not what to do. I know the
cause, too, and the sin will rest upon
the parents. They have not followed
this counsel, to instruct their children

when they are young. President
George Q. Cannon said we were in

bondage, to a certain extent, because
we had not followed counsel, and I

want to testify that it is true, and I

want to say that there is a great sin

resting upon some of the fathers and
mothers, because they have not

taught their children faith, repent-

ance, baptism, and the reception of

the Holy Ghost when they were eight

years old, and they are now reaping

the sorrow of their neglect. We neea
missionaries. I take the position that

we need one hundred to start out with,

to commence this mission here at

home; and I don't know, before they
get through with it, but they will

have to preach on the street corners

like the Elders do in the states and
in Europe.
A part of our labors in the southern

part of the State were in the interest

of a new magazine; for the general

board of the Young Men's Associations

have discovered that it is absolutely

impossible to reach the four hundred
and ninety-one associations in the

Church without a magazine. But in

that number of associations, we have
16,580 young men that are enrolled,

with an attendance, perhaps, of eight

thousand. There is something like ten

thousand that are not enrolled, and
this missionary work must be begun.

In our associating among the peo-

ple, we discovered, and I want to testi-

fy to what one of the brethren spoke
in reference to that matter, that
our people are not a reading peo-
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pie, they do not diligently read the
Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. I

want to say to you that I was so sur-

prised that I have not language to ex-
press it, when we discovered how few
of our people, with the numerous hosts

of children, there are that are taking
the Juvenile Instructor. Why, we
found places where a few years ago
they took thirty or forty Juveniles, in

some instances they are only taking
three or four now. If that is not proof

enough that they are not reading, why,
I don't know what other proof you
want. We have, however been sus-

tained by the people of the south, and
in the Stakes of St. George, and Kan-
ab, and Panguitch, and Parowan we
have met with a very kindly reception;

and I believe there has been a re-

awakening.
But I want to say to the people,

if you will permit me, something I

have on my mind here. I would like

to read to you a little from the Doc-
trine, and Covenants, to show you the

condition that we are in, some of

us. It is a revelation given to

Oliver Cowdery. It seems that he had
the gift of translation, and he was
somewhat impatient; and the Lord
spoke to him in this manner— and I

want to apply this to the rising gen-
eration, I want to apply it to the Lat-
ter-day Saints, from the age of four-

teen to ninety—we expect all of them
to join the Young Men's Association

between those ages, and as Apostle
Lyman said, there is not anybody
permitted to join the association who
is older than President Woodruff.
We believe that men who are aged
should study just as much as young
men. I want to ask the Latter-day
Saints if that is a true doctrine, that
when a man gets old he should quit

learning and stop studying, and cease
to progress. I want to read you what
the Lord has said in this line, speaking
to Oliver Cowdery: "Behold, you have
not understood. You have supposed
that I would give it unto you when
you took no thought save it was to

ask." Have you misunderstood, my
brethren and sisters? Have you fan-
cied that all you have to do is to ask
and you shall receive, knock and it

shall be opened unto you, and if you
lack wisdom, ask of God who giveth

to all men liberally and upbraideth not,

and that you can sit down and make
no other effort? As one of the breth-
ren expressed it: "I fancy that the
minds of some of us are chloroformed,"
and we have imagined that we would
be saved in our ignorance, when the

Lord has said, "Whatever intelligence

you attain unto in this life will rise

with you in the resurrection." Now
He taught this lesson to Oliver Cow-
dery: "But, behold I say unto you,
that you must study it out in your
mind. Then you must ask me if it

be right; and if it is right, I will cause
that your bosom shall burn within
you; therefore you shall feel that it

is right." Now these are the last days-,

spoken of by the prophets; these are

the "perilous times." And I want to-

say to you that mountains of obstruc-

tions will be placed before this people,,

and if you have not been tried, you:

will be; if you have not been tested,,

you will be, before you gain eternal

life. And before we pass our opinion

unwisely, as we do, it is well for us
to "study it out in our minds."

I am fearful that some of the Latter-
day Saints simply come to the leaders

and listen to the servants of God, and
they never study it out in their minds;
they never go to the written word,
and compare it with the servants of

God in their doctrines and teachings,
and consequently they are unable
to judge righteously, and they are
losing confidence. Their confidence is

being shaken, and they are unable to

judge, because they have not first

studied it out in their minds, because,
as a people, we are mentally lazy. I

will say that, because I do not expect
to preach here again for a long time.

If any of us have got a bad taste in our
mouth for anything that has trans-
pired, why, let us repent, let us study
it out in our minds, and then go to

our Father, in humility, and ask Him if

it is right, and if it is right He will

cause a burning within our bosoms,
and we shall know that it is right;

but if it be not right, we shall have
no such feelings, but we shall have a
stupor of thought. And how greatly

blessed are we in that direction! We
are all blessed, more or less, with a
stupor of thought.
But I pray the Lord to bless this peo-

ple. Why, you are a wonderful peo-
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pie. The Lord has blessed you as

He has blessed no other people. He
has given you the Holy Ghost. Re-
member how particular He was with
His Apostles, with His servants that

He sent out to preach the Gospel. He
promised them the Holy Ghost, "whom
the world cannot receive," and we are
in a different situation to what the

world is. As Paul says: 'What!-

know ye not that ye are the temples
of the Holy Ghost, and that ye are not
your own; and if any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy,

for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are." Now I want to say

to you people, in soberness, and with
consideration—I don't want to be an
alarmist, I don't want to be a revival-

ist; but I want to say to you, the great

sin that is creeping in among this peo-
ple, together with other worldly sins, is

the sin of adultery. This is creeping

in amongst us, and in some instances

our dau-hters are running the streets

as common harlots, and we, seeming-
ly, cannot help ourselves. But I want
to say to you, there needs be an awak-
ening. I want to tell you there needs

to be a fear planted in the hearts of

the youn~ people. Take the Book of

Mormon. Go to the 316th page, and
read what Alma said to his son Cori-

anton, who had left the ministry, and
had followed after the harlot Isabel.

He told him what a terrible crime
adultery was, that it was next to the

shedding of innocent blood. O, I am
fearful that our young people do not

compreherM that great sin that is

creeping in amongst us; and, as the

Prophet Joseph said, a man that com-
mits adultery cannot enter into the

celestial kingdom of God. If he en-

ters any kingdom, it will not be the

celestial kingdom of God. I pray that

our people may be moved upon to be

a virtuous, to be an honest, to be a
faithful people; this is the prayer of

my heart, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

MATTHIAS F. COWLEY-
Beneficial character of Mutual Improvement as-

sociations—Operation of the Holy Spirit—Re-

ception of blessings predicated upon Obedience

—Secular education does not prevent crime.

My brethren and sisters, in standing

before you a short time, I humbly so-

licit your faith and prayers, that some-

thing appropriate may be suggested to

our minds. I have rejoiced, and do
rejoice, in the instructions of this Con-
ference; and our joy may be said to

consist, through the Holy Spirit, in the

propriety and the practical value of

the teachings imparted unto us

through the servants of the Lord.

I have been highly edified in the re-

marks directed to the youth. I feel

especially interested in the cause of

Mutual Improvement, because I recog-

nize in it an institution established by
the wisdom of the Lord through His
servant, President Young, affording

the young men and young women of

Zion an opportunity to exercise the

talents with which the Lord has en-

dowed them. And it is a work of great

magnitude. It is necessary, as stated

by President Cannon and Brother
Kimball, that we should study the

Scriptures and become conversant

with the principles of the Gospel, with
the predictions of the Prophets,and the

purposes of theAlmighty concerning us

and mankind at large, and, not only

in the direction of these particulars

which are designated as strictly re-

ligious, but to become acquainted with

all good principles. I think it is in sec-

tion 84 of the Doctrine and Covenants
where the injunction is placed upon us

by the Lord through the Prophet Jo-

seph, and it is always binding, that

we should seek for wisdom by study,

out of the best books, by prayer and
also by faith; that we should become
acquainted with the laws of the king-

doms and nations of the earth, and
with the law of the kingdom of God;

should become acquainted with things

which are above the earth and which
are in the earth; we might say, become
informed regarding all things as the

Lord, through various agencies, gives

us opportunities for acquiring knowl-

edge.

What a broad field of study for the

youth of Zion! Would any man with

intelligence and honesty dare to attri-

bute narrow-mindedness to the Lat-

ter-day Saints? I think not. The Lat-

ter-day Saints are not afraid to come
in contact with the world in every

form. They are not so narrow but

what they are willing to receive truth

wherever it can be found. We recog-

nize the fact that there are fragments

of truth scattered abroad in the earth,


