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our incomes only, but with all that we
have; directly and indirectly we should
giive all.

Well, we are beginning to see what
is before us. We are beginning to un-
derstand what blessings await those
who are faithful and truthful in all

things, and to understand what our
duties are.

I pray that the Lord will impart
strength unto us, and inspire us in our
duties and make the fruits of our la-

bors to be seen in our present life. And
I pray the Lord to bless us with His
spirit while we are together, so that
Israel may read of the good time we
have had. And I want to tell you,
brethren, that these things spoken of

regarding the coming of the Lord are

not so far off. We have been praying
to our Heavenly Father, whom we do
not behold; but His Spirit is here and
He answers our prayers, just as when
we talk through a telephone we are
answered, although we do not see the

person with whom we are talking, and

so it is with our Heavenly Father. The
three great patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, started with a small be-
ginning, and revelation tells us that
they have become Gods, and the prom-
ise was given to -them that their seed
should be as numerous as the sands
upon the seashore. We are their child-
ren, and are not the blessings of Abra-
ham, Issac and Jacob our blessings?
It is our privilege to be exalted in the
presence of Father Abraham. We have
great encouragement to work right-
eousness and to qualify ourselves to
teach the nations of the earth the Gos-
pel. God bless you. May He bless us
all and inspire us to labor for eternal
lives, and may we be saved and exalt-
ed in His presence with all the faithful
men and women who have lived. I ask
it in the name of Jesus, Amen.

The choir sang the anthem,
Let the mountains shout for joy.

Benediction by Elder Angus M. Can-

SECOND DAY-
April 7th, 10 a.m.

Singing by the choir:

Softly beams the sacred dawning
Of the great Millennial morn,

And to Saints gives welcome warning
That the day is hasting on.

Prayer by Elder Jonathan G. Kim-
ball.

Singing by the choir of the hymn
which begins:

What was witnessed in the heavens?
Why, an angel, earthward bound.

Had he something with him bringing 9

Yes—the Gospel—joyful sound.

ELDER A. O. WOODRUFF.
The Holy Spirit makes all things clear—The Gospel

embraces everything needed for the advancement
of man—Good effects of home missionary work

—

Necessity ofwisdom ind union in temporal affairs

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

am pleased to meet with you this
morning, and I trust that I may enjoy
the Spirit of the Lord during the
few moments that I may address you,
as our brethren enjoyed that Spirit

yesterday. I have no desire to speak
a word that cannot be heard by every
soul that is here this morning, and 1

have no desire to speak a word that

will not be dictated by the Holy Spirit
of God. We have learned in our ex-
perience how easy it is for men to
speak to the edification of the Latter-
day Saints and those who are seeking
the truth when they are inspired by
the Spirit of Almighty God; but with
all the oratory and learning of men,
they are not able to convert those who
are honest in heart, except they pos-
sess this Spirit. The men who have
had the greatest success in converting
souls to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints have not been men
of very great learning; they have been
men who have been taught of God,
who have been God-fearing, humblei
and willing to give unto Him the honor
and the glory for all they were able to
accomplish. So I desire this morning
to possess that same spirit of humility
and the Spirit of the Lord, that I may
be able to edify the Latter-day Saints
for a few moments and to touch upon
some points that will be for the bene-
fit of the people in general, or of some
of us at any rate.

In the Church of Jesus Christ 01
Latter-day Saints there is everything.
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I believe, that is necessary for our

happiness here upon earth and for our

salvation in the future. Within its

organization we can find everything to

keep our minds occupied, everything

to instruct us in every labor of life,

and the Spirit of God to guide us in

all that we undertake to do. A great

many ministers who are not of our
faith have made comments upon the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and some of

them have remarked that all that was
necessary to thwart our purposes and
to bring to naught the work that has
been set on foot by the Lord was to

show up our principles; yet those who
make such comments have always been
of that class that have never under-
taken to expose any one of our prin-
ciples, they knowing full well that the
principles of the Gospel which they
Iiave investigated are founded upon
Scriptures and upon the word of God.
AH the comments that I have ever
lieard or read that our enemies have
ever made upon the doctrines of Jesus
that they have avoided the direct

bringing to light of any one of the
principles in which we believe; but they
"have made incorrect assertions, they
Tiave misrepresented us in various
ways. This may be because they have
not thoroughly understood our motives.

I have in my pocket a slip of paper
clipped from the Portland Oregonian of

March 26th, giving the opinion of one
Mr. Stone, the secretary of the Young
Men's Christian association. His com-
ments are very much of the character
I have mentioned. He says that the
Mormons who have been members of
bis association have not been per-
mitted to vote or hold office because
they are not considered as Christians.

We are excluded from the pale of the
Christian churches, as they term it,

and therefore our people have been ex-
cluded from voting or holding office in

that assocation.

I would like to say a few words upon
this matter, inasmuch as the Latter-
day Saints are given to joining these
various associations and societies that
are not part of the Church of Christ.

In this city alone we have a great many
young Latter-day Saints—at least, they
are the children of Latter-day Saints

—

who belong to these various associa-
tions. Now, we have no objection to

people believing as they desire.

At the same time it is our wish that
the Latter-day Saints should grow up
with a knowledge of the Gospel. First
implant the knowledge of the Gospel
of Christ within their hearts, and
then they cannot be contaminated by
error, if they are true and faithful to

the principles of that Gospel. In va-
rious places throughout the Stakes of

Zion we find that the Latter-day Saints
have been given to joining secret so>

cieties as well as other associations.

This is forbidden by the Priesthood of

the Son of God. There is all of the

brotherhood and all of the insurance,

if you please, contained in the Church
of Jesus Christ that are necessary for

us. It is a fact that there are Latter-
day Saints, in Salt Lake City and else-

where, who cannot find time to attend
to their duties in the Priesthood, but
do find time to attend to their lodge
meetings. We are running wild in

this respect. Irreverence for the

Priesthood of the Son of God is grow-
ing out of this. Those young men
who attend lodge meetings and do not
attend their Priesthood meetings, what
reverence do they have for the Priest-

hood of the Son of God? They have
very little, if any, because they have
never learned to reverence that Priest-

hood.

Our missionaries, whose number has
been increased some two hundred in

the world during the last year, have
also been performing a great work at

home. One hundred and forty have
been sent out among the Latter-day
Saints in the various settlements, to

bring in the indifferent and those who
have been negligent in their duties, ana
to try to get them to take a live in-

terest in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

and to join the various Improvement
Associations. The effect that this

corps of missionaries has had upon the

people in general has been reported as

being very good. Not only the Toung
Men's and the Young Ladies' Mutual
Improvement associations, but the

various Priesthood meetings have
been better attended than ever

before, or for years before, at

any rate. The Presidents of

Stakes have reported, in many in-

stances, that the Sabbath schools

also have been improved through the

work of these brethren, and also that

the people have shown a more liberal
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spirit in the payment of their tithes

and donations. They have received
a general wakening up in their re-

ligion. I have ofttimes wondered
how it is that we could afford to send
so many missionaries abroad to preach
the Gospel, and at the same time
neglect our young men and young
women here in Zion. When people

are converted abroad and are brought
to Zion, they see the example of some
of the young, and they apostatize on
account of that. Therefore, it has
been deemed wise by the brethren to

send out these missionaries, that they
might go into the homes of the Lat-
ter-day Saints and teach them the

Gospel. We understand that there

are a great many quorums of the

Priesthood that have not been able to

discharge their duties as they should

have done; the Teachers have not in

all cases visited the Saints as they
might have done; the Priests have not

gone from house to house and ex-

pounded the Scriptures as it is their

duty to do; and one of the difflcuties

has been that the members of the

various quorums have not had any-
thing to do. Inactivity is death.

Wherever there is a body of people

upon the face of the earth that has
nothing to do, that quorum or body
will die spiritually. The Spirit of

God will not be with men who are in-

active. The Spirit of God is a spirit

of progression. Therefore, my breth-

ren and sisters, we can see the neces-

sity of the work that these mission-
aries have been performing here at

home. We cannot deny but that there

has been great need of this work.

And they have worked just as zealous-

ly, for aught I know, and in many
cases I know they have—as they would
have done upon foreign missions. If

we could keep those Elders who have

returned from missions and the vari-

ous quorums of the Priesthood at

work, there would be little

doubt as to the final outcome of this

work. We wish to grow at home as

well as abroad; not simply send our

Elders abroad to preach the Gospel,

but also encourage their work here,

that the people may have their interest

renewed in the Gospel and every man
be at work. The organization of the

Church of Jesus Christ is so complete

that it reaches every man and every
woman and every child.

Some things were spoken upon yes-
terday of a temporal nature that might
be taken to heart to good advantage
by all of the Latter-day Saints. We
cannot separate our temporal salvation
from our spiritual salvation. We should
be a people who believe in enterprise,
in benefiting each other and sustaining
each other. There is one thing in.

connection with this that I would lika

to mention.
, There has been too much

enmity or jealousy among the Latter-
day Saints in relation to things that
have been started for the benefit of

the people. For instance, we go into

a village and we find a blacksmith or
a carpenter who has been doing a good
work and able to earn a fair wage,
perhaps he has become well off. Then
our brethren get jealous of that brother
becaue he is progressing, and the>

will start up a shop of the same kind
next door to him, or very near. The
result is, the profits have to be divid-

ed, and there is not enough for either

of them perhaps; whereas, had they

gone into something else, they would
have been able to assist in the general

prosperity. Our people at various times

get a mill craze. They get a saw-
mill craze, or a creamery craze, or

something of that kind; and because of

their lack of union, they are cutting,

each other's throat financially. It ap-

pears to me that there is in the or-

ganization of the Church of Christ

everything necessary for our temporal

salvation as well as for our spiritual

salvation, and if we would only make
use of this beautiful organization, it

would not be as we find it today, our

people underbidding each other till their

contracts are let so low in various

places that they are unable to fill them.

Only a short time ago I noted in one

of our valleys, which furnished sup-

plies for Fort Duchesne, that on ac-

count of their lack of union in tem-

poral affairs, they had underbid each
other until the man who had secured

the wood contract was unable to fill it,

and his bondsmen had to do so. So it

is in relation to the grain, and to the

flour, and everything that is produced.

When the stores made these contracts,

the people got the idea that they were
making too much money and getting

rich, so they went in and underbid each
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other on government contracts and got

them down to such a low figure that

they could not possibly afford to de-

liver at the price contracted for. This

is a suggestion, I believe, that it would
be well to give consideration in various

places. We find that mail contracts in

Utah are contracted for, in many in-

stances, by men who do not live in the

State. The last ones that were let were
awarded to men in Kentucky, and they
sublet them to our people, who do the
work for less than what their horses'

feed will cost them, if their horses
were fed as they should be. Therefore,
we do the work and some one else gets

the money. These matters pertaining
to our temporal welfare, I believe,

should be given attention by the
Presidents of Stakes. We should not
be jealous of our brethren and sisters

when we see they are progressing and
prospering. We desire that they should
do well. We should desire that not
only they should do well, but that all

Israel should do well, that we may be-
come an independent people, and not
be the payers of interest, but receive
interest; that we should have money
to loan, instead of borrowing and hav-
ing the shingles mortgaged over our
wives and children as they are today
in many cases.

I pray that the blessings of God may
rest upon this people, that we may be
blessed spiritually and temporally;
that the power of God may be manifest
in this Conference; that the brethren
m-y all speak by the power of the Lord;
that His Spirit may be with each and
every one of us; that we may take to
heart the instructions that are given in
this Conference, and carry them to our
homes, that this Conference may be
the means of refreshing us, as our
Conferences always do, to cause us to

be a more moral people, a better peo-
ple in every respect; which may God
grant, for Christ's sake. Amen.

ELDER M. F. COWLEY.

The hand of God in past and current events—The
missionaries abroad—Mutual improvement work
—Peace departing from the earth—Kepeniance
needed.

My brethren and sisters, I desire your
kind attention, that I may be able to

make you hear. My voice is not very
strong, and we are reminded that we

must talk loud. I also desire your kind
faith and prayers, that the Spirit of the

Lord may suggest all that is said.

The work of the Lord is so broad
and comprehensive that it meets the

requirements of the Saints in all con-

ditions of life and in all places, and it

is impossible for us to have any meas-
ured instructions, or anything pre-

arranged. We are supposed to speak
and to counsel by the inspiration of the

Holy Spirit, and every Latter-day

Saint that assembles in this Confer-

ence is under obligation to take an ac-

tive part in the proceedings of the

Conference, in the way at least of

having his mind clear and free from

outside influences, and come here with

a desire to be instructed and to receive

the word of the Lord through His ser-

vants who are called upon to address

us. 1 have rejoiced in the instructions

of this Conference thus far. I have a

testimony in my heart that every

word which has been spoken and every

suggestion which has been made is ap-

propriate.

I recognize the hand of the Lord in

the events that are occurring in the

midst of the Latter-day Saints, and

also abroad among the nations of the

earth. It was stated yesterday that

the Lord had delivered His people

from every kind of oppression, so far

as we had gone. To my mind, this is

a very striking evidence of the divin-

ity of this work and of the divine

mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith;

and He will deliver His people from

every condition that is not as it should

be, provided we do our duty. There

is nothing more important to the Lat-

ter-day Saints than to understand oui

individual duty and to perform it

every day. It is by compliance with

the simple and plain obligations that

the Gospel enjoins upon us that we are

entitled to the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit to guide us into all truth and

to establish us against every influence

that may be brought to bear to destroy

our faith and to turn us aside from

the path which leads to eternal life.

This is the day of the Lord's prepar-

ation, and the work of preaching the

Gospel is being accelerated in the na-

tions of the earth. I have enjoyed

myself since our last General Confer-

ence in traveling among the Elders of

the Southern States, principally, and


